CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS
OF

CHURCH OF GOD AT CHICKAMAUGA, GA.
A CORPORATION SOLE
PREAMBLE
In order to facilitate the advancement of God’s work, to which the Eternal has graciously and specially called us, and which He has raised up through the ministry and leadership of our late pastor, Herbert W. Armstrong, and which has been committed to us as co-workers together in the service of Jesus Christ our Lord; in order to carry out the warning work of Jesus Christ to warn God’s people and our own nation and the Democracies of impending prophesied judgments to fall unless we forsake our increasing sins and return to our God and His revealed righteous ways of living and in order to protect and preserve this work of the Eternal, its divinely-ordained mission, and its physical assets and property,
We, therefore, as the Church of God at Chickamauga, Georgia, a corporation sole, band ourselves together as an association of called, baptized and consecrated believers in Jesus Christ and His Gospel, and adopt for our plan of operation and government in the service of God the following covenant, constitution, and by-laws. This instrument having been ratified and accepted after prayer, due deliberation, and full compliance with the Word of God, shall become effective as of this date.
COVENANT
Having, as we believe, been called of God to become His children and heirs, and co-heirs and co-workers with Jesus Christ in His work, by divine authority of Jesus Christ the Son of the Creator God; and further, as we believe, and as attested by the "fruits" born manifesting the direction, energizing and approval of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, our late Pastor Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong and current Executive Director, Daniel E. Cohran, having been called through the will of God to this special ministry for this time in the service of Jesus Christ our Lord, we do now in the presence of Almighty God and this assembly most solemnly enter into COVENANT with Almighty God our heavenly Father, and with one another, in the name of Jesus Christ:
1) to walk together in Christian love; to remain at all times loyal to this Church as scripturally constituted by this instrument; to do our individual utmost, in the Spirit of Christ, to preserve harmony and effective co-operation among ourselves in carrying forward our divinely-appointed mission; to abide faithfully by the scriptural rules and regulations herein set forth as the practice of this body, and to defend this institution as the active work of the true Church of God by our acts, our prayers, our expressions in words, especially when in the presence of others;
2) to do, each one, his or her part, so far as lies within our ability, toward the divine work of God give this Church by its Head and Leader, Jesus Christ, by continuous earnest prayer, by paying faithfully God’s tithe and giving offerings generously as God prospers, and by whatever personal effort or activity which we may be fitted and called upon to perform;
3) to walk circumspectly in the world, to be subject to the laws and government of our nation, to pray for the president and leaders of national government, to be careful to give a good account of ourselves at all times before the world in order that we may win, so far as within us lies as Christians the respect and approbation of the world, to avoid the appearance of evil or placing a stumbling-block before others, to practice the Great Command "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself" with charity toward all and malice toward none; following the example of Jesus Christ by the faith and in the power of His Spirit.
* * * * *
C O N S T I T U T I O N
A R T I C L E I
NAME
This association of members, a corporation sole, shall be known as the CHURCH OF GOD.
ARTICLE II
OBJECT
The object and purpose of this association of members of the Church of God, shall be to carry out the active warning work, according to the call and commission of Jesus Christ, of the true CHURCH OF GOD. 
1) to AFFIRM and TESTIFY of the preaching and publishing of the true Gospel of Jesus Christ, that it was accomplished fully by the late Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong, which is the New Testament MESSAGE which God sent by and was preached by Jesus Christ our Lord --- the Gospel of the Kingdom of God, in all the world as a witness unto all nations in fulfillment of the prophecy for this time of Matthew 24:14; and that this prophecy has been fulfilled.
2) to effectively warn the people of God, meaning the current offshoots or divisions or splinters of what was once the Worldwide Church of God under the leadership of the late Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong, of the impending danger and judgment that is at hand, and to warn these groups and its members to return to the foundation of truth and way of life that was revealed and restored by Jesus Christ through His end time servant.
3) to effectively warn the people of the United States, Great Britain, the Democracies of Northwestern Europe and other countries formerly of the British Commonwealth of Nations, whom we understand to be the descendants of the House of Israel, of the divine judgments from Almighty God prophesied soon to fall on our peoples in punishment unless we repent of and turn from our increasing sins and violations of God’s laws, and return to national and individual total reliance upon the God of our fathers;
4) to be used of God in the conversion of souls;
5) to minister to those whom God adds to His Church, feeding the flock with the pure Word of God by preaching the Word of God faithfully, by personal contact and by digitally preserved literature; and to prepare the Church (Bride) for the return of Jesus Christ.
6) to minister to the material need of God’s people, by healing of the sick through prayer and faith in God’s promises of healing, and whatever other physical or material ministry we may be equipped to give.
A R T I C L E III
MEMBERSHIP
Section 1. Those who are recognized members, scattered as they may be, of the Church of God, together with those active co-workers in this ministry, whether by tithes and offerings only, or by this and personal active voluntary service, who have been baptized into Jesus Christ and show evidence by the fruits of their lives of having received and being now led by the Holy Spirit of God and who keep the Commandments of God and the faith of Jesus Christ, and who acknowledge this as their sole and only church affiliation shall be considered as members of the CHURCH OF GOD.
Section 2. Reception of Members: No person can "join" the Church of God or any of its affiliated local small congregations, in the usual sense of the word. We conceive, as revealed by Holy Scripture, that God adds (by His calling) to the Church such as are being saved, and it is by His Spirit being received on Conversion that one is baptized or inducted in the true Body of Christ. Any person qualifying according to Section 1 first above, in whom we perceive the grace of God as manifested by the "fruits" born in his or her life, shall, if located near or visiting one of the local congregations, be given the right hand in fellowship in public meeting by the local membership; or, where not accessible to a local congregation in our fellowship, such members, considered as already having been added to the Body of Christ, the true Church of God, by the Holy Spirit, shall be if and when possible extended the right hand of fellowship by any authorized representative of this Body. Isolated members, however, may be considered and recognized as members of the CHURCH OF GOD without; or pending being extended the right hand of fellowship in this personal manner.
Section 3. Dismissal of Members: Since we are warned in the New Testament that even of our own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things to cause division and draw away disciples after them; that "wolves" in "sheep’s clothing" making an appearance and pretense of being true disciples or ministers will enter in among God’s true Christians for greedy purpose; and since we are commanded to mark them that cause divisions and offenses contrary to the teaching of the Bible, and to avoid them; and since Jesus specifically taught that unprofitable servants shall be cast out of the Kingdom of God; and since the Scriptures instruct Christians in the procedure for disfellowshipping such; therefore it shall be the duty of every member of the Church of God, when applicable, to follow this scriptural instruction, by first going to the guilty one and then if necessary telling it to the Church leadership (Mat. 18); and the one guilty of fomenting strife or division, or of continuing in the breaking of any of the Commandments of God, or persisting in a spirit of opposition, competition, dissension or disloyalty to this Church, its mission and work, or any of its institutions, shall upon approval of the Church leadership be excluded from membership and disfellowshipped, provided that the scriptural steps pointed out in Matthew 5 and 18 shall have been followed in a sincere attempt to reconcile the offending member. In the case of a member-at-large, distant from and inaccessible to a local congregation, an offending member may be excluded by the current Executive Director of this church, Daniel E. Cohran, upon counseling with the Advisory Council or other pre-determined members, but only after a full and fair review of all the facts and evidence, the offending member having had opportunity to present his or her case in writing to the Executive Director and the Advisory Council, and after prayer.
A R T I C L E I V
DIRECTORS, OFFICERS, AND DUTIES THEREOF
 Section 1 Executive Director: There will be one Executive Director or administrator over the daily work and functions of the Church of God, currently Daniel E. Cohran. The Executive Director handles all administrative, financial, business and legal sections of the Church.

Section 2 Officers:  There are no Officers in the Church of God at Chickamauga, GA a Corporation Sole, except for a temporary volunteer secretary assigned once a year for one day, to record the minutes at the annual business meeting.
Advisory Council: The advisory council shall consist of men proven loyal to the teachings of Jesus Christ and of His apostles, including the end time apostle, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong. The Advisory Council will aid in certain decisions such as mentioned in Article III, Section 3 concerning the dismissal of members as well as consulting at the annual Church business meeting conducted once a year at the Feast of Tabernacles Church convention. The Advisory Council will also act as an aid or consulting agent for major decisions that may confront the Executive Director. The Advisory Council has authority to act, upon the total incapacitation or death of the Executive Director, to take over the daily functions of the Church, or to assign someone to do so.  The current advisory council consists of the following men and baptized members of the Church of God:

Mr. Lowell Vickers

Mr. Cawthon Hester

Mr. Charles John Blaisdell Jr.

A R T I C L E V
COMMITTEES
Section 1. The Executive Director shall have power and authority to appoint and dissolve any and all committees which may be necessary in carrying out the mission and purpose of this Church.
A R T I C L E VI
MEETINGS
Section 1. The annual business meeting shall be held each year during the Festival of Tabernacles, attendance at which is regarded as divinely compulsory by the members of this Church, on or about the 20th day following the new moon nearest the fall equinox, September 21st. Just prior to this meeting the Executive Director shall appoint a temporary volunteer secretary for the purpose of recording the minutes of the meeting. The Executive Director shall make a report before the membership assembled, or Advisory Council, on the progress of the work during the year just past, and make recommendations for plans and the program for the coming year or years. Covered in this meeting will be the financial status of the work, goals for the work, as well as ideas and input from the Advisory Council on how the work should proceed for the upcoming year.
Section 2. Special Meetings: The Executive Director has power and authority to call a special meeting whenever the need for such meeting may arise. These meetings may be conducted via the worldwide internet using Instant Messaging with video and voice, or through telephone conference calls.
A R T I C L E VII

DOCTRINE, AND BASIS FOR FELLOWSHIP
Section 1. Basic Doctrine: The Doctrine of this Church shall be that of a plain and literal understanding of the Holy Bible, believing it means exactly what it says; ---- of the Bible alone, and not as interpreted by any other book or person, but it is a point of basic doctrine in this Church that we understand the Bible to reveal a divine Creator, the Almighty God, a divine Savior, the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who came in the human flesh, proclaimed the Gospel of the coming world-ruling Kingdom of God, which it is obligatory for all Christians to believe; who died to pay the penalty of our sins in our stead; who was raised from the dead after three days and three nights in the grave by God the Father; who ascended to the right hand of the Father in heaven; who is soon coming again literally and in Person to this earth to set up the Kingdom of God, and as King of kings, Lord of lords, to rule all nations by this world-ruling Kingdom for one thousand years; we believe in the Commandments of God and the faith of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Section 2. Belief on Bearing Arms: It is the conviction and firm belief of this Church and its membership that Christian disciples of Christ are forbidden by Him and the Commandments of God to kill, or in any manner directly or indirectly to take human life, by whatsoever means; and we believe that bearing arms is directly contrary to this fundamental doctrine of our belief; and we therefore conscientiously refuse to bear arms or to come under military authority.
Section 3. Basis for Fellowship: The basis for fellowship in this Church or any of its local congregations shall be LOVE alone, plus the adherence to and belief in the general basic doctrines stated in section 1 above, as well as the beliefs spelled out in the document entitled: “Fundamentals of Belief, Church of God at Chickamauga, GA, A Corporation Sole”, and the requirement of repentance from sin ( the transgression of God’s law), and the acceptance of Jesus Christ as personal Savior, and the receiving of the Holy Spirit of God evidenced by the fruits of the Spirit (Gal. 5) in the members life.
ARTICLE VIII
AMENDMENTS
Section 1. These articles may be amended at any unusual or special business meeting called for that purpose, upon recommendation of the changes by the Executive Director with the approval of the Advisory Council.
* * * * 
This CONSTITUTION has been recommended by the Executive Director, and approved by the Advisory Council members this 26th day of December, 2008.
Daniel E. Cohran, Executive Director

Lowell Vickers, Advisory Council

Cawthon Hester, Advisory Council

C. John Blaisdell, Jr. , Advisory Council
