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                  CONGRESS OF LEADING MINISTERS 

                 HEARS DEFINED AND REEMPHASIZED 

                SPIRITUAL ORGANIZATION OF CHURCH 

                     by Herbert W. Armstrong 

Below is an excerpt from the above mentioned publication concerning INCORPORATION:
Today we carry on God's Work in a world multiplied vastly 

larger in population, a mechanized, mechanical, complex world 

with instrumentalities to work with that were never dreamed of in 

the first century. So there is a great difference in the 

operation of the Church today from what it was in that day. 

     The basic organizational pattern is the same today as it was 

then. But today we must utilize supporting services -- and let's 

remember that -- they are supporting services. The main function 

of the Church is spiritual. 

     The supporting services are mostly physical. Get that into 

your minds and keep it there. However, supporting services are 

needful to get the Work done today. 

     So the basic organizational pattern is the same. But today 

we utilize supporting services in scientific, technological and 

mechanical areas that were nonexistent in the first century. 

     Moreover, we have to deal with the world's governments in a 

manner quite different than they had to deal with in that day. We 

have many complicated matters that they were not confronted with 

in their day. 

     Therefore I want to show you an overview chart of the Church 

organization and government to carry on the Work of God in His 

Church in this 20th century. Then I want to come to some 

scriptures on that immediately. 

     When the legal battle hit us a little over two years ago, we 

soon formed a new corporate organization: Herbert W. Armstrong, 

Apostle for the Worldwide Church of God, a Corporation Sole. 

We've changed all the salaries and handling of things and the 

actual operation of the Church into that corporation sole. 

     Now for the organizational diagram of the Worldwide Church 

of God (See chart, page 4.) God is the Supreme Head over all. In 

heaven is God, and Christ under Him as Head of the Church but under 

God the Father. Below we come to the earthly area. First, under 

Christ is His chosen apostle. Jesus said by their fruits you shall 

know them. 

(NOTE: To see the chart mentioned above, CLICK HERE) 

     So now we are incorporated under myself. I am appointing an 

Advisory Council of Elders, not a Board of Directors. This type 

of corporation doesn't require a Board of Directors. I want an 

advisory council, Advisory Council of Elders, because Solomon 

says in the multitude of counsel there is safety. 

     I have always done that, as you older ministers know. And 

you know how far back we used to meet together. We weren't a 

legal board but it was the way we functioned as God's ministers 

and in God's Church. 

     Often we went into session with divergent ideas. Always 

after an hour or so, sometimes less, sometimes more, we were all 

united because we only wanted God's truth. 

     And we did not have someone who was trying to look for his 

own personal, private political interest at that time. That's why 

the Church was growing 30 percent a year. And we always came to a 

unanimous idea. 

     It must always be that way. Sometimes I didn't agree with 

the others when we went in and when we came out I did. I think 

that more often the others agreed with me before it was through, 

but there were times when I had to change my mind. We didn't want 

our own way. I still want this Advisory Council of Elders. 

     We have here the Church, an organized spiritual organism but 

unincorporated. Now this is not the corporation, or the 

corporation sole. This is just the Church as God has organized 

it. As for "The Worldwide Church of God, Inc., a California 

Corporation", do you realize that most of you are not members of 

that corporation at all? The members are the officers that sign 

the corporation papers. 

     I might tell you the story I wrote up in the 

"Autobiography". In Eugene, Ore., an individual organized a 

corporation of himself, his wife and another man who was a 

son-in-law. The son-in-law was not a member of the Church at all 

and hardly ever attended. He visited once in a great while, once 

in probably three or four months. Those three incorporated and 

claimed the ownership of the Eugene church property. 

     I had the deed to the church. It was made out to the two 

elders and two deacons as officers of and trustees for the Church 

of God at Eugene, Ore. 

     I knew what the opposition had done. I went to a lawyer. I 

said, we want to incorporate. 

     "Okay," he said, "give me the name of your officers." I 

said, "I want the names of all of the members." 

     "Oh," he said, "you can't do that." "Why," I said, "can't 

I?" 

     "All that's required is just the three officers; that's all 

I want." "Well," I said, "but I want all of the members on it." 

     "You can't do that," he responded. I said, "Why?" 

     "That's not legal." I said "You mean it's illegal, is there 

some law against it?" 

     He said: "Well, no, but I never heard of anyone doing it. 

The law doesn't require it." I said, "There's no law against it?" 

"No." "Well, then I want all their names on -- all the members." 

------------------- 

CAPTION INSERT: "Conditions in the world fulfiling biblical 

prophecies are now fast accelerating ... This necessitates a 

dynamic stepping up in the intensity of God's Work by His Church, 

proclaiming Christ's Gospel ... which ... has not been 

[proclaimed] for 19 1/2 centuries." 

------------------- 

     "Why in the world do you want to do that?" 

     I answered: "There's one man, who with his wife is very 

angry because I have had to tell him that he and his wife are 

living in adultery. She has another living husband. He is very 

angry, and he says he is going to take the Church property away 

from us." 

     "Now," I said, "I have the deed to that property and they 

are going to go to court. The Bible says we don't dare go to 

court against our brethren. We cannot appear in court, and we are 

not going to appear there against them in our defense. 

     "But," I said, "we are going to claim the ownership of the 

property, and we hold the deed and three of the four members 

whose names are on the deed are still in the Church, and only one 

of them is the man who is trying to take it away from us. 

     "And," I said, "if they go to court against us, our deed 

will cloud that title and they'll have to bring that into court, 

won't they?" "Oh," he said: "I get the idea. They won't even be 

able to get a lawyer who will take it into court." 

     We held the church for many, many years. We finally sold it 

from Pasadena. Anyway, the unincorporated Church is, in a sense, 

the Great Commission going to the world and the ministry of 

feeding the flock. 

     Now we come to the "incorporated" area on earth -- the 

various support services and corporation entities here on this 

chart. The support entities that are incorporated include the 

"Worldwide Church of God, Incorporated a California Corporation". 

We haven't dissolved that yet. 

     Also "The Corporation Sole", which is a new corporation, and 

"Ambassador College", which is incorporated under the laws of 

California and the AICF, which is a corporation. 

(END OF EXCERPT)

