LESSON 9
(1956, 1966)

AMBASSADOR COLLEGE
Bl BLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE

VHY Sci ence Hasn't "Di scovered" God
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NASA research scientist inspects |ow density wi nd tunnel of
the Anes Research Center at Mffett Field, California. In this
fantastic atom c and space age, man's scientific genius is
virtually exploding in every direction! Yet scientists have not
"di scovered" the GOD who originally made, and set in notion, the
physi cal |aws governing their scientific achievenents. There is a
reason VHY!

GOD REVEALS HI MSELF!

VE LIVE in an age of SKEPTICISM -- an age of doubt and
di sbelief! And no wonder.

Moder n educati on has put a prem um on MATERI ALI SM The nere
mention of "God" in the classroom provokes LAUGHTER and RI DI CULE.
Morality has been thrown to the w nd!

IS God a myth? An invention of an ignorant, superstitious
past? This question still haunts many a mnd. Let's understand
t he TRUTH!

The DEATH of God?

Today theol ogi ans and ministers, who claimto be
"Christian," are pronulgating the idea that God is DEAD -- or
that He sinply NEVER WAS!

It's time that "Christian Atheisnf was exposed for the fraud
that it is. Wiy do nen want to believe God is dead?

The answer is sinple. Men do not want to admt the AUTHORI TY
of God over their lives. They refuse to accept the Bible as God's
authoritative revelation to manki nd!

Wth a conveni ent theol ogy where GOD NO LONGER EXI STS,
obvi ously there would be no need to OBEY Hm Each man can do
what is right in his owm eyes. Each man can establish his OMN
nmoral principles -- set up his OM "set of rules" to live by.
Each man thus becones an authority unto hinself! God is totally
LEFT QUT of the picturel

Most of the world is | GNORANT of the REALITY OF GODI Al
creation stands as a WTNESS to the existence of a great Suprene
CREATCR! That Creator is ALM GHTY GOD!

And that God INSPIRED the witing of the Bible -- H's
I nstruction Book for mankind. There is no reason for ANYONE to
remain in ignorance of God's existence today!

VHY CGod Must Reveal Hi nself

God is INVISIBLE SPIRIT. But man -- linited by his PHYSI CAL
senses and instruments -- cannot DETECT spirit. Therefore, Cod
must SPECI ALLY REVEAL Hinsel f to nortal mankind.

Because man is aware of only the physical world around him
many have carel essly ASSUMED that spirit beings do not exist.



VWhat folly!

GOD REALLY DCES EXI ST -- as we are soon going to see!
Actual ly, spirit beings have existed | onger, have far superior
m nds, and are inconparably nore powerful than nman!

Indeed man in his present formis as nothing. God says sol!
"Al'l nations before HHmare as nothing; and they are counted to
H m LESS THAN NOTHI NG and vanity" (Isa. 40:17). And they woul d
remain so if God didn't have marvel ous PLANS for manki nd!

PHOTO CAPTI ON: The research chenmi st cannot isolate God in a test
tube. Yet the very existence of God-created chem cals and their
reaction are witness to H s exi stence!

God Chal | enges t he Doubt ers!

Listen to what Al mighty God says to those who DOUBT Hi s
exi stence: "The FOOL hath said in his heart, 'There is no God "
(Ps. 14:1).

I s God unreasonabl e? Does He expect you to accept and
believe in that which is unprovabl e and unreasonabl e?

ABSOLUTELY NOT!

God says, "Come now, and |et us REASON together" (Isa.
1:18). He WANTS us to have basic PROOFS. He exhorts us to "PROVE
all things" (I Thes. 5:21). He knows we will not really be
sati sfied any other way.

The fact that God COMVANDS us to prove Hi s exi stence shows
that He has made anple provision to satisfy the sound and
unpr ej udi ced m nd.

Yes, CGod has made avail abl e the MEANS by whi ch you can KNOW
HE DOES EXI ST! This fact should stand SUPREME above all ot her
know edge in our m nds.

The Tinme to KNOW CGod!

We are at the virtual END of an age -- the 6000-year period
in which God has allowed man to be his own naster and the nol der
of his own destiny.

We're now at the very THRESHOLD of the "Day of the Lord" --
the Day of God's WRATH upon rebellious mankind! It is to be a
time such as never was before, nor shall be again (Mat. 24:21).

It's TIME VE WAKE UP to the realities that confront us! For
Almghty God is soon going to intervene in world affairs by great
PHYSI CAL signs and wonders which men will actually SEE and FEEL!

CGod is already beginning to uproot the "little world" we
have created for ourselves! D SRUPTIONS on the earth are ALREADY
BEGQ NNI NG TO OCCUR! And the prophesied "signs in the sun, and in
the moon, and in the stars" (Luke 21:25) will SOON be seen!

GOD |'S BEG NNI NG TO | NTERVENE PERSONALLY!!

Here is your opportunity to KNOW THE ETERNAL GOD BEFORE THE
FULL FURY OF H S WRATH | S UNLEASHED!

Yes, God is going to take a very definite and ACTIVE part in
your life fromhere on out! And when nmen SEE and FEEL the awesone
power of God in action, they will finally be convinced that GOD
DCES EXI ST!

VWhat About In

Just WHO, or WHAT, is God? Wen and how did He originate? O
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has He existed forever? Were is He? Wiat does He | ook |ike? Wat
are H's surroundings |ike? Does God think as we do? What great
powers and wonderful attributes does He possess?

VWhat is the HOLY SPIRIT? Wiat is God's relationship to the
Holy Spirit? And what is Christ's relationship to the "Father"?

Did God create the heavens and the earth and all we see
therein? Did He fornulate | aws by which the universe functions?
Is God sustainer and ruler of all things?

And is the Bible really God's INSPIRED Wrd -- can we DEPEND
onit?

These, and nany ot her questions, cone to m nd when the word
"Cod" is nmentioned. You will find the answers to all these
qguestions in the foll owi ng pages of this Bible Course.

GOD IS ABQUT TO REVEAL HI MSELF in a real and TANG BLE way
that will sinmply astound you!

And once having revealed Hinself, God will give you
| RREFUTABLE PROCF that all He says in the Bible is TRUE!

This lesson, like all others, is extrenely inportant to you.
Have you PRAYED to God for understanding? If not, go to a private
pl ace, kneel down, and ask H m for SPI Rl TUAL UNDERSTANDI NG and
wi sdom Ask God to HELP you grasp and APPLY the know edge this
lesson will reveal to you in the Bible.

Don't forget to WRITE OQUT THE SCRI PTURES whi ch answer the
guestions. This will help you greatly in REVIEWNG and
REMEMBERI NG what you have | ear ned.

Now to begin the |l esson itself!

LESSON 9

VWHO- WHAT |'s God?

Nearly all of us have been reared from chil dhood to ASSUME
that "God" is ONE | NDI VIDUAL PERSON. But your Bible reveals "God"
is a kingdom or famly -- conposed of MORE than one divine
person! Here are the facts:

1. Did "God" create the universe? CGen. 1:1. Does Gen. 1:26
reveal that God is a PLURALITY of persons? Notice the words, "GOD
said, let Us ...."

PHOTO CAPTION: "In the begi nning GOD created the heavens and the
earth” (CGen. 1:1). Shown are two small segnments of our own

gal axy, the M| ky Way, which contains approxi mately 100 BI LLI ON
suns!

COMMENT: The original Hebrew word for "God" in Gen. 1:1 and
t hr oughout the account of the creation is ELOHM which actually
means MORE THAN ONE! It is the plural formof the Hebrew word

"El," or "Eloah," which can be correctly translated as "M ghty
One." The plural form as used in your Bible, neans "The M ghty
ONES" -- MORE than just one person.

El ohimis a UNI PLURAL noun, such as "church,” or "famly,"
or "kingdom" which stands for a SINGLE CLASS conposed of TWD OR
MORE i ndi viduals. Elohim then, neans the "God KINGDOM " or "God
FAM LY. "

And so "God" is not nmerely one person -- GOD IS A FAMLY!
God is A KINGDOM -- the Suprene Divine Fanmi |y whi ch CREATED and
RULES t he uni verse!

The GOSPEL JESUS BROUGHT to mankind is sinply the GOOD NEWS
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OF THE KINGDOM OF G&OD -- and that Kingdom|S God. And, incredible
as it may sound, Jesus taught that humans can be born into the
RULI NG di vine FAM LY of God! But nore about this later.

Now | et's understand WHO are the specific individuals
presently conposing "El ohint -- the God Ki ngdom

2. Vs the "Wrd" with God when "CGod" created the universe?
John 1:1. Is the Wrd also "CGod"? Sane verse. Did the Wrd do the
ACTUAL WORK of creating all things? Verse 3. And did the Wrd
| ater becone a flesh and bl ood HUVAN BEI NG? Verse 14.

3. Does the Bible plainly tell us Jesus Christ created ALL
the material universe -- including this earth and nmanki nd? Eph.
3:9 and Col. 1:16-17. Then does the "Wrd" of John 1:1 OBVI QUSLY
refer to Jesus Christ? And would the OTHER nenber of the God
Ki ngdom have to be the divine Person who | ater becane known as
the "Father"? | Cor. 8:6.

COMMVENT: John 1:1 and Gen. 1:1 are two accounts of the SAME
event -- the original creation of the universe. They both reveal
that these TWD Supreme Beings of the God Ki ngdom PLANNI NG I N
PERFECT ACCORD, created all things.

The G eek word which is translated into English as "Wrd,"
in John 1:1, is LOGCS. It literally neans SPOKESMAN, or one who
SPEAKS. And so everything was MADE by the SPOKESMAN, or the
LOGCS, who becane CHRI ST!

It was the Logos of the God Fami |y who SAI D (spoke), "Let us
make man in OUR i mage," thus executing H's awesone office as the
very EXECUTIVE of the God Family!

4. Notice who is greater in the God Kingdom D d Jesus say
He and Hi s Father are "one"? John 10:30 and 17:11. But did He
al so adnmit that the Father is GREATER in authority than He? John
14:28. Notice also I Cor. 11:3.

COMMENT: Since the Father is greater in authority and since
Christ -- the "Wrd," or Logos (John 1:1) -- made all things for
the Father, then it is evident that the Father has ALWAYS been in
SUPREME command in the Kingdomof God -- even BEFORE the
begi nning of the material creation!

A "Fat her-Son" Rel ationship

The Fat her and Christ have been shown to constitute the
Ki ngdom or FAMLY of God. Now we need to understand how the
"Fat her"-and-"Son" rel ationshi p devel oped between these two
Supr eme Bei ngs.

1. Didthe Logos (Christ) later BECOVE a flesh and bl ood
human bei ng? Heb. 2:9,14. Why? Sane verses.

COMMENT: ALL mankind has sinned (Rom 3:22,). And "the wages
of sin is {ETERNAL} death"! (Rom 6:23.)

The Logos becane a nortal man so He could DI E to pay the
death penalty for the sins of ALL mankind! For Christ's human
life was nore valuable than the Ilives of all human bei ngs put
t oget her because He was God | NCARNATE -- GOD MADE FLESH (John
1:14.)

2. How did the Logos becone a nortal man? Mat. 1:20-21. Did
Jesus therefore inherit H s human nature from H s MORTAL not her
Mary?

3. WAs He BEGOITEN of the Father by His Holy Spirit? Verse
20. Then did Jesus (the Logos) becone the BEGOTTEN "Son" of Cod,
the "Father"? And did the Father ASSUMVE THE TI TLE of "HEAVENLY
FATHER' for this mracul ous begettal ? Mat. 18:19, 35.

COMMENT: Jesus was begotten within H s human nother Mary.
But unlike all other nmen, He was M RACULOUSLY begotten of GOD by
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t he agency and power of God's SPIRIT. He thus becane the "Son" of
God. He called God His "Father." And so began the
"FATHER'- and-"SON' rel ationship which is a FAMLY rel ati onshi p!

4. After His resurrection fromthe dead, was Christ restored
to Hs former great power and glory as God? Rev. 3:21. Then is
t he Ki ngdom of God plainly the ruling Fam |y of God -- conposed
at present of the Father and Son -- to which the God Famly is in
t he process of addi ng MANY OTHER Sons of God? Rom 8:29. Notice
t he words, "FIRSTBORN anong MANY brethren.”

COMMENT: The "Fat her"-and-"Son" relationship of the God
Ki ngdom cl early began when Jesus was BEGOITEN in H s not her Mary
by H s heavenly Fat her.

Christ -- "LORD GOD' of the A d Testanent

1. Did the One who | ater becane the Father take NO D RECT
part in the affairs of this world in AOd Testanent tinmes? John
1:18 and 5: 37.

2. But what does the New Testanent say of Christ, the
"Wrd," who WAS taking an active part then? I Cor. 10:4. Is the
"Rock" one of H s titles? Sanme verse.

3. Was this Rock called the "LORD' in Ad Testanment tines?
Il Sam 22:2-3.

COMMENT: In the King Janmes Authorized Version of the Bible,
the word "LORD" is frequently used, and usually appears in small
capital letters. \Werever this word appears in CAPITAL letters,
it is translated fromthe Hebrew word YHVH. "

In witing in Hebrew, the vowels are onmtted. They are
supplied only in speaking the | anguage. Thus the precise
pronunci ation of "YHVH' is not definitely known. Today it is
commonl y ASSUMED to be YAHVEH or YAHWEH.

The YHVH, when nore correctly translated, inplies "The
ETERNAL" or the EVERLIVING ONE, rather than "Lord." This Hebrew
word reveals that the LORD GOD OF THE OLD TESTAMENT | S THE CHRI ST
OF OUR DAY! Notice this further in your Bible:

4. Did David speak of this SAME Rock or LORD as his "God"?
Ps. 18:1-2.

COMMENT: The word "God" actually has two neani ngs: the God
Ki ngdom or the Fam |y of God; AND the PERSONS conposi ng that
Ki ngdom or Famly. Christ and the Father are ONE God -- one
"ELCH M' -- but TWO SEPARATE PERSONS!

But the Lord -- YAHVEH -- was the ACTI VE PARTNER of the One
we now know as the Father, in GQUD NG AOd Testanent Israel. He
was "God" -- the divine SPCKESVAN, or "Wrd" of the Godhead --
in Od Testanent tinmes. And it was YAHVEH who spoke to Adam and
Eve in the Garden of Eden!

And so the "LORD' who SPOKE and was SEEN of nen was al ways
Jesus Christ. For NO ONE has ever seen the Father (John 1:18;
5:37).

5. Who did Christ tell Israel He was? Isa. 48:17. Is the
term"Lord thy God" used here? This was the WORD -- not the
Fat her -- who spoke. What did He tell Israel He had done, and
what He would be to themin the future? Isa. 43:15.

6. Was it ALSOthe Wrd -- Christ -- who GAVE the TEN
COMVANDMVENTS? Ex. 20:1-2. Also read verses 3 through 17.

COMVENT: The Hebrew word for Lord in Exodus 20 is YAHVEH. So
here again it was the Logos -- who |ater becanme CHRIST -- who was
doi ng the ACTUAL WORK of giving the Ten Commandnents, for the
Fat her had TURNED TH S WORK OVER TO H M

7. Did this sane "Lord God" prophesy that in the future --
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inthe MIlennium-- He would ACTIVELY gather Israel out of the
nati ons where they had been scattered? Ezek. 11:17. And when He,
as Christ the Son, has subdued all things, what will He do? I
Cor. 15:28.

COMMENT: How plain it is that the divine Person of the CGod
Fam |y who becane the Christ was the ACTIVE "LORD GOD' in Ad
Testanent tinmes -- REPRESENTI NG and ACTI NG on behal f of the One
who becane the Fat her!

VWhere |I's God?

1. To whomdid Christ tell us to address our prayers? Mat.
6:9. WHERE is the One whom we address? Sane verse. Did Christ
make a direct statement that the Father is | N HEAVEN? Mat. 7:21.

2. |Is there MORE than one heaven? Gen. 2:1. Was Paul, IN
VISION, taken to the "THI RD heaven" of God's throne? Il Cor.
12:1-2, 4. Did Christ go to the heaven of the Father's throne
after His resurrection? Rev. 3:21. Is He still there? Sane verse.
And is the Father still there? Sanme verse.

3. How do we know the Father is NOT in one of the "heavens"
close to this earth? John 3:12. Notice the words "no MAN."

COMMENT: The Bible clearly shows there are THREE "heavens."
The first consists of the atnosphere surrounding this earth in
whi ch the clouds form The second consists of the vast reaches of
space beyond the earth's atnosphere.

Today's nodern jet aircraft soar high above the earth in the
first heaven. And manned spacecraft have but barely penetrated
t he second heaven. But the Father is |located far beyond the
second heaven, for "no MAN has ascended"” to God's throne in the
TH RD HEAVEN!

Noti ce Hebrews 4:14 in the King Janes Version. The

expression, "into the heavens," should be properly transl ated
fromthe original inspired Greek: "Having therefore a great high
priest, who passed THROUGH the heavens ...." Christ passed

THROUGH the visible first and second heavens to reach the heaven
of God's throne -- THE TH RD HEAVEN.

4. |s God associated with "Munt Zion" and the "HEAVENLY
Jerusal emt'? Heb. 12:22. Does Gal. 4:26 also verify the fact that
this city is the HEAVENLY Jer usal en?

COMMENT: The heavenly Jerusal em and God the Father will
finally come down to this earth after it is purified. Revelation
21 and 22 describe this wonderful event. A discussion of this
mar vel ous occurrence will be taken up in |later |essons.

5. Does God dwell in a TEMPLE on spiritual Munt Zion? Ps.
11: 4. And upon what does He sit? Sane verse.

COMMENT: Did you know that God's Plan is DUAL? In the third
heaven exists the heavenly Cty of Jerusalem Al so the HEAVENLY
Mount Zi on, the mount on which the tenple of the "Jerusal em
above" is | ocated.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: View of Gemini 7 spacecraft as seen from Gemni 6
during historic rendezvous in the edge of the "second heaven.”
C ouds bel ow are in atnosphere of the "first heaven."

Now i n Pal estine today exists the EARTHLY city of Jerusal em
And there has been, and is to be, an EARTHLY "Munt Zion" -- the
tenpl e mount of the earthly city of Jerusal emon which the
mllennial tenple of God will stand (M cah 4:1-2).
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The EARTHLY, tenporal city and nount are plainly physical
TYPES of the heavenly nount and city which are SPIRI TUAL. These
physical types are but a few of the nmany earthly REM NDERS of
heavenly things so inportant for us to be aware of!

6. WIl we be able to SEE spiritual objects when we are BORN
of God -- transformed at the resurrection into spirit beings? |
John 3: 2.

VWhat Does God Look Like?

Most people think it is inpossible to know what CGod really
| ooks like. But God HAS nmade it possible. And the description is
contai ned in your Bible!

The Father and Christ will now become nore REAL and PERSONAL
to you than ever before! Here are the details:

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Di stant view of Jerusalemfrom Munt of dives.
City is a physical rem nder of the "heavenly Jerusal ent | ocated
in the "third heaven" of God's throne.

1. Has any human being ever SEEN the Father's shape? John
5: 37.

2. Was Christ with the Father before He appeared on this
earth as the human Jesus? John 8:38 and 6:46. Then would Chri st
be in a position to DESCRI BE what the Father |ooks |ike?

3. Did Christ reveal the Father to us? John 1:18. Who did
Christ say the Father |ooks Iike? John 14:9. Was Christ a nortal
man when He made this statenment? Does the Father therefore appear
i ke a MAN?

COMMENT: Christ clearly indicated that the Father has the
general FORM and STATURE of a nortal man!

4. \What did God say at creation which further verifies the
fact that He has the FORM of a man? Gen. 1:26. Did He declare
that the INVISIBLE things -- including God -- can be clearly
understood by the VI SIBLE CREATION -- including nortal man --
whi ch God nmade? Rom 1:20.

5. But there is nore to God's appearance than just H's form
and size. Wiat did Christ ask the Father to do just before He was
taken to be crucified? John 17:5.

COMMENT: Christ was soon going to be with the Father again.
He was asking the Father to restore Hmto the sane GLORI FI ED
CONDI TI ON whi ch He had with the Father BEFORE He becane a nortal
bei ng. He | ooked forward to having His former great power and
GLORIFIED SPIRIT BODY restored to H m once agai n!

6. How do Christ's and the Father's powerful, G.OR FIED
spirit bodies appear? Rev. 1:13-16. Renenber that the "Son of
man" specifically nentioned here is Christ (Dan. 7:13-14).

COMMENT: To be "glorified" neans to have GREAT POAER and
GLORY! The power which the Father and Christ have IS SO GREAT
that it makes their human-appearing spirit bodies SH NE AS BRI GHT
AS THE SUN I N FULL STRENGTH!

Has God ETERNALLY Exi st ed?
In the Bible God reveals Hi nself as the CREATOR of all there

is -- this vast material universe, angelic beings, light, life
(Rev. 4:11). Now since God created all these, then He certainly
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exi sted BEFORE they did. Hs time goes back BEFORE all of them

"But WHO created God?" soneone is certain to ask. This
guestion does naturally enter our mnds. Let's learn the sinple
answer fromthe Bible.

1. In Lesson 7, it was shown that the "Word," or LOGOS --
who | ater becanme Christ -- served in the office of the Father's
H gh Priest. Christ was the One who was known as the "Lord God"
by the A d Testament nations. Did He have a nother or father --
did He ever have a "begi nning" when He FIRST canme into existence?
Heb. 7:3.

2. How I ong has God existed? Ps. 90:2. WII He CONTINUE to
exi st forever? Sane verse and Rev. 4:8-10.

3. Does God promise to give ETERNAL life to the dead in
Christ at the resurrection? John 5:25. Could God inpart eterna
l[ife if He were NOT eternal Hi nself? Verse 26

COWENT: God is ETERNAL. GOD HAS ALWAYS BEENl Do you need a
creator for a being that has al ways existed? O course not!

The difficulty in understanding ETERNITY lies in our human
m nds. We deal in FINITE things -- dollars and cents, years,
mles, acres, gallons, pounds. W neasure, count and estimate in
units, always arriving at a DEFIN TE quantity.

But eternity is WTHOUT beginning. It is WTHOUT END
Eternity cannot be limted to a definite nunmber of years. Even as
nunbers can go on forever, so does God's life into BOIH t he past
and the future.

Those things which have not al ways existed require a
creator. But things which have always exi sted need no creator

The material universe was created at a DEFINNTE TIME in the
past. Both science and scripture are firmon this point.
Therefore the creation is tenmporal and had a creator. SINCE ALL
I N EXI STENCE EXCEPT THE CREATOR | S TEMPORAL, THEN HE MUST BE
ETERNAL! He coul d not have had a begi nning of days!

GOD ALONE | S ETERNAL

God I's Spirit

1. CGod has already shown us that He has a body (Rev.
1:13-16). But what does God say He is COMPOSED of ? John 4: 24

COMMENT: Now we see one of the great DI FFERENCES bet ween God
and man. God i s conposed of invisible spirit. Man is but norta
flesh and bl ood -- conposed of the earth (I Cor. 15:47)

Let's notice another great difference between God and man

2. Wat is God's characteristic ATTITUDE? Ps. 99:9.

COMMENT: The word "holy" neans PURE OF HEART or free from
sin. Since God is conmposed of SPIRIT and has this holy attitude,
it is correct to call God a "Holy Spirit." God is the very
PERSONI FI CATI ON of THE Holy Spirit.

3. |Is there anyone who is as Holy as God? | Sam 2:2.

COMMVENT: Since BOTH the Father and Christ constitute Cod --
the Famly of God -- both I NDIVIDUALLY have the Holy Spirit. The
HOLY SPIRIT i s the ONE harnoni ous, perfect HOLY ATTI TUDE OF M ND
which is shared by both Father and Son. This spirit or attitude
of mind is called The Holy Spirit! There is but ONE PERFECT
Spirit! (Eph. 4:4.)

God |'s CREATOR and SUSTAI NER
1. Is God's Spirit also the Spirit of GREAT POAER? Cen

1:1-3 and Jer. 32:17.
COMMENT: It was by the Spirit of God that God originally
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created and | ater RE-fashioned our earth, as shown in the first
chapter of Cenesis.

The Holy Spirit is the very POANER of God! It EXPRESSES the
unified creative will of the God Family. It TRANSFORVED spirit
energy fromGod into the material world we see about us (Heb
11: 3).

The Holy Spirit OF God nmay be conpared to a TOOL or NMACHI NE
A tool serves man in nmaking things. The Holy Spirit serves this
same purpose for God. But spirit is capable of infinite work --
never running down because of dissipation or friction. And God's
divine Spirit fills the universe. (Ps. 139:7; Jer. 23:24). How
clear it is that the Holy Spirit is NOT a TH RD PERSON of the
Godhead as taught by the pagan "trinity" idea!

VWhen we speak of the Holy Spirit, many cannot understand
what it is because spiritual qualities and entities seem so
unreal to nost people. And no wonder. Spiritual things are
I NVI SI BLE, not discerned by the physical senses. They must be
REVEALED in witing in the BIBLE

Only the Bible makes clear the nature of the Holy Spirit.
Man is matter. God is invisible spirit. And spirit, unlike norta
man, is ETERNAL (I Cor. 15:53).

2. How did God utilize H's Spirit of power to fashion H's
various creations? Ps. 148:5. Notice the word "conmanded." Read
al so verses 1-4; Ps. 33:8-9 and Gen. 1:2-3.

COMMENT: Christ -- the Logos, or "Wrd (John 1:1) -- "SPAKE
AND I T WAS DONE." He is the One who said, "Let there be light" --
and the Spirit of God, noving over the face of the waters

PERFORMED t he command, and "there was light" -- | NSTANTLY! The
Holy Spirit is a mracl e-working power!
3. Is this method still being used in New Testanent tines --

HOW did Christ "make" enough bread and fish out of "five | oaves
and two fishes" to feed five thousand peopl e? Mat. 14:15-21. Did
He merely SPEAK WORDS to God? Verse 19. Wiat does God say to

t hose who do not think He can create things this way? |sa.
55: 8- 9.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Pl anets are held in orbit around the sun by

i nexorable laws of gravitational attraction and inertia.

Di sruption of delicate bal ance between these |aws would pull them
into the sun, or shoot themout into interstellar space!

COMMENT: When God originally created the earth and the
heavens, NO MATTER existed. He willed that spirit ENERGY from
H nsel f be TRANSFORMED i nto physical energy and matter

But when Christ spoke, the Father could have produced the
food in two ways: either by transformng spirit ENERGY into NEW
bread and fish, or by transform ng the ALREADY EXI STI NG f ood
material into ADDI TI ONAL bread and fish. On another occasion

Christ was also able to still the waves of a roaring sea by the
spirit energy which the Father supplied (Mat. 8:23-27).

God WLLS and SPEAKS His will, and HHS SPIRI T ACTS on any
and all things He has created. Al nature obeys Hs will! W do

not understand, and God does not reveal, the exact nechani sm But
He does reveal enough of the GENERAL PROCESS. And we do have
historical and scientific PROOF that all nature is obedient to
Hm Christ's mracles are al so PROOFS of this.

4. Does God also use His Spirit of power to SUSTAIN and RULE
H s vast heavenly and earthly creation? Nehem ah 9:6; Heb. 1:2-3



10

and Ps. 66:7.

COMMVENT: Cod sits at the controls of the entire universe --
He rul es and sustains everything by the POANER of His Holy Spirit!

5. Exactly what does God sustain by H's power -- did He set
in nmotion specific PHYSICAL LAWS by which the material creation
functions? Jer. 33:25. Does the sun figuratively OBEY God? Job
38:12 and Ps. 104:19. How does the earth APPEAR to be suspended?
Job 26:7.

COMMENT: The dictionary defines the word "sustain"” as "to
hol d suspended, to support, to keep alive, to keep fromruin."

God's creation would literally "fly apart,” were it not for
the LAWS He set in notion to govern its functioning. And CGod
SUSTAINS the | aws governing H's creation -- whether on earth or
in the heavens above, whether living or lifeless -- by the POMER
of HS SPIRIT!

Thus you nmight say the creation functi ons AUTOVATI CALLY - -
much i ke a nodern space age conputer which has been
PRE- progranmed to perform specific operations. God's Spirit is
the ENERA ZI NG force which keeps the | aws of the universe
operating, just as electrical current energi zes and operates a
conput er.

This little anal ogy points up the fact that God is a God of
| aw and order (I Cor. 14:33). He CAREFULLY PLANNED and cal cul at ed
His creation to operate snmoothly and efficiently -- according to
H s | NEXORABLE "l aws of physics"!

Notice, too, that the assignnent of God's energy to the task
of maintaining the physical [aws of the universe is a LONG TERM
assignment, in contrast to nost of the SHORT TERM assi gnnents of
performng Christ's mracles.

And so God directs H's Holy Spirit in attaining H s purpose.
It FLOAS QUT from H m and back again -- nmuch like current in an
electrical circuit -- and is felt EVERYWHERE i n good works (Ps.
139: 7-11).

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Jesus stilled the roari ng waves of the sea by the
energy of the Spirit of God!

Attributes of the God Fanmily

1. Was King Sol omon the w sest man who ever |ived because
G0OD gave himw sdonf? | Kings 3:11-12; 10:24. Then is the God
Ki ngdom ALL-wi se -- the SOURCE of all true w sdon? Dan. 2:20; |
Tim 1:17 and Jas. 1:5.

2. Does the God Fam |y have PERFECT know edge? Job 37: 14, 16.

COMMENT: Since the Father and Son together constitute the
ONE Ki ngdom of God, BOTH possess the same characteristics, or
attributes. Renenber, Christ said, "I and ny Father are ONE"
(John 10: 30).

3. Does God know the SECRET of existence w thout dependence
upon anything -- needing no food, shelter or other necessities so
needful for man's existence? What is He called? Isa. 40:28.

COMMENT: The Hebrew word transl ated "Lord" here can al so
mean "The Sel f-Exi stent One."

4. Does God al so know the secret of ETERNAL LIFE -- life
W THOUT END? John 5:26. Is He tireless? Isa. 40:28.

5. I's there any way by which we nortals may, OF OURSELVES,
| earn the secrets of God? Sane verse. Also Rom 11:33 and Ps.
145: 3. To WHOM does CGod reveal certain secrets? Dan. 2:22; Prov.
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3:32 and Ps. 25:14. Does He even reveal the FUTURE to H s called
m ni sters? Anos 3:7.

6. Is there any limt to God' s understanding? Ps. 147:5

7. And has God UNLI M TED PONER? PS. 62:11 and Mat. 19:26.
Does the fact that He created our earth prove this? Gen. 1:1. Did
He al so create all of the heavenly bodies -- the sun, noon and
stars? Ps. 8:3; 104:2. Can feeble, nortal man COUNT their nunber?
Jer. 33:22. But does God KNOWtheir nunber -- EVEN THEI R NAMVES?
Ps. 147:4

COMMENT: Qur earth is but a tiny SPECK OF DUST conpared to
ot her gigantic heavenly bodi es. Take for exanple our sun. It is a
relatively SMALL star within our "M | ky Way" gal axy. Yet, its
total volume is 1,300,000 TIMES THAT OF OUR EARTH!

As for the NUMBER of stars in the universe, God says man is
UTTERLY | NCAPABLE of counting all of them Using the huge
200-inch Hale tel escope on M. Palomar in California, astrononers
have been ABLE to count over 600,000 stars in the Constellation
of Orion! But the following figures vividly illustrate man's
LI M TATI ONS.

The Septenber, 1956 issue of "Scientific Arerican" nmagazine,
was a speci al nunber devoted entirely to man's know edge of the
uni verse. One article stated that present day tel escopes have
"shown the MIKky Way systemto be a | ens-shaped coll ection of
sone ONE HUNDRED BI LLION stars, with the sun out toward the rinf

(page 79).
This same issue pointed out that BILLIONS OF GALAXI ES are
vi si bl e beyond our own -- each with about as many stars in it as

the M|l ky Way! Radi o tel escopes have penetrated even further. But
you can plainly see that the nunber of gal axi es BEYOND t he range
of man's limted instrunents woul d be a VERY POOR EDUCATED GUESS!

8. Can God FORETELL future events? Dan. 2:28. \Wy? Verses
20-21. Then can God foretell the future because He has the POMNER
TO MAKE what He says conme to pass? Mat. 19:26.

PHOTO CAPTI O\ HEAVENS DECLARE GOD' S GLORY!

At left, gigantic 200-i nch Hal e Tel escope inside dome-shaped
building (right), reveals a fraction of God's infinite power and
gl ory!

Below i s starry splendor of Androneda Gal axy, nearest |arge
system of stars conparable to our gal axy.

Above, cluster of gal axi es phot ographed through 200-i nch
Hal e Tel escope is a mnute segnent of God's fathom ess universe!

Bel ow, gaseous nebula in Constellation of Orion is part of
our own M I ky Way system

9. Does God have a perfect nenory? Ps. 147:4; Anos 8:7 and
Hos. 7:2. Does He al so have perfect control over H's nmenory --
can He COWPLETELY FORCET if He so wills? Jer. 31:34.

10. I's God TRUTHFUL? Titus 1:2. LOVING? | John 4:8. JUST?
Deut. 32:4. MERCIFUL? PS. 136:4.

11. Is God capabl e of | NSTANT COMMUNI CATIONS -- can He know
what is going on EVERYWHERE at all tinmes? Jer. 23:23. What does
God say He fills? Verse 24. How could God be everywhere at one
time? Ps. 139:7-8. Can CGod, in heaven, even know what a person is
t hi nki ng here on earth? Verse 2.

COMMENT: Mortal man is limted by time and space. For
exanpl e, radio contact between Mariner 1V (which took
hi st ory- maki ng phot ographs of planet Mars) and earth was limted



12

by the fact that radi o waves travel at the "slow' speed of |ight
-- 186,000 miles per second. This neant that radi o commands
transmtted to the space probe took approximately 12 m nutes
traveling time to reach it as it swung past Mars -- 134, 000, 000
mles fromearth! And telenetric data from Mariner IV took
another 12 minutes to reach earth -- a 24-M NUTE ROUND TRI P!
But because the Spirit of Almghty God is not limted by
time and space, God is able to I NSTANTLY KNOW what is taking
pl ace here on earth, or anywhere else in the universe! By H's
Spirit, God is able to even READ our very thoughts from heaven
above!

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Radi o contact between Mariner |V and earth's
tracking stations was limted by the speed of light. God's
uni versal comuni cati ons systemis | NSTANTANEQUS!

12. And by His Spirit, is God able to "see" what anyone is

doing fromH s throne in heaven -- untold mllions or billions of
mles away? Prov. 5:21. Does He give thought to the actions of
nmen? Sane verse. Also notice Il Chron. 16:9 and Jer. 32:109.

13. Does God KNOW your general ATTITUDE? | Kings 8:39.

14. Does He HEAR the groanings of H's people? Ps. 38:9. How?
Rom 8:23, 26-27.

15. Does God know t he number of STEPS you take? Job 14:16
and 31: 4.

16. Does God know t he number of HAIRS on your head? Mat.

10: 30. Does He even take note of a bird when it FALLS to the
ground? Mat. 10:29, Do you think these things are inpossible?
VWhat does God say? Mat. 19:26, And what did Job say of God? Job
42: 2.

17. |Is CGod capable of lightning-like travel ? Mat. 24:27.
Then will Christ circle the earth with the SPEED OF LIGHT at H s
second conming so all the world can see Hin? Luke 17:24.

COMMENT: At Christ's comng, He will circle the earth with
the speed of light and the righteous, now nmade spirit, will rise
to neet Hmin the air (I Thes. 4:16-17).

18. After H's resurrection, did Christ explicitly forbid
Mary to TOUCH H m because He had not yet ascended to the Father
i n heaven? John 20:17. But later that SAVME DAY, did Christ allow
H's disciples to touch Hs feet? Mat. 28:9. Then did Chri st
travel the enornous distance to the Father's throne and back to
earth in LESS THAN ONE DAY?

COMMENT: This account clearly shows that God is capable of
traveling through space | NCOWARABLY FASTER THAN THE SPEED OF
LI GHT!

19. Let's notice a few other mracul ous qualities of the God
Fam ly. After Christ was resurrected and in Hs spirit body, did
He SUDDENLY APPEAR to Hi s disciples? John 20:19. Then is God
capabl e of passing through solids such as doors and wal |l s? Sane
verse. (Notice that the doors were LOCKED!') \Wat was their
reacti on? Luke 24:36-37. Did He also manifest Hinself in a
PHYSI CAL BCDY of flesh and bone that could be FELT? Verse 39.

20. Does the Almghty, Eternal, Creator God -- who is
rightly able to evaluate -- consider that He is | NCOWREHENSI BLY
FAR ABOVE man's PUNY capabilities and acconplishments? |sa.

40: 17- 18.

Shoul d we be thankful that God even considers us at all? Ps.

8: 3-4.
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Just how does man, in his present form really stand in
COWPARI SON to Al mi ghty God? Dan. 4: 35.

God | MPARTS His Attributes to US!

Incredible as it may sound, God will actually | MPART Hi s
spiritual attributes to YOU and ME!

God' s great and wonderful PURPCSE for our existence is
revealed in the Bible. God's plan is to create perfect SPI Rl TUAL
CHARACTERS out of nortal mankind -- literal BORN Sons of CGod's
Fam | y!

Man's creation in the Garden of Eden was conplete only in
t he PHYSI CAL sense. He was created a perfect physical specinmen --
but NOT a perfect SPIR TUAL creation! He was created W THOUT the
di vine SPI Rl TUAL POAER whi ch God has made available to all
manki nd -- the power to ACCOVPLI SH Hi s purpose in us!

Here's a glinpse of the spiritual creation God wants to
produce in you. And here's how you CAN RECEIl VE t he very
attributes and power of God!

1. Is God still in the PROCESS of form ng and nol di ng man as
a potter works with clay? Isa. 64:8.

2. Did Job realize God was form ng a SPECIAL CREATION in his
life? Job 14:14-15.

COMMENT: Notice especially the latter part of Job 14:15:
"THOU W LT HAVE A DESIRE TO THE WORK OF THI NE HANDS. " The "work"
was JOB! Job knew he was nerely a piece of divine WORKMANSHI P in
the hands of the active Creator. Merely a piece of PLIABLE CLAY
in the hands of the Master Potter!

3. Are spirit-led Christians being fashioned by God for a
SPECI FI C pur pose? lsa. 43:7 and Eph. 2:10.

COMMENT: The word "WE" in New Testanent |anguage refers to
spirit-directed CHRISTIANS. WE, then -- if we are God's children
-- are God's WORKMANSHI P. Yes, we are "created" -- NOW BEI NG
CREATED -- UNTO GOOD WORKS -- unto a perfect SPIR TUAL CHARACTER
whi ch can perform wonderful good worKks.

So what God is actually creating in spirit directed humans
is the SUPREVME MASTERPI ECE of all His works of creation! He is in
the process of creating mllions -- yes, BILLIONS -- of what will
beconme PERFECT, SPIRI T-BORN SONS OF GOD'S FAM LY!

4. How readily will God AQVE us Hs Holy Spirit today? Luke
11:10-13. But are there PRIOR CONDI TIONS to receiving it? Acts
2:38 and 5:32. These CONDI TI ONS are EXTREMELY | MPORTANT TO
REMEMBER!

COMMENT: God is creating H's supreme nasterpiece by two
di stinct steps: man, the clay material creation (Genesis 1), is
only the FIRST phase of what is to become God' s finished
SPIRI TUAL creation. For man, the CLAY MODEL, has to be fashi oned
and nol ded by EXPERI ENCE and with the AID of GOD'S HOLY SPIRI T,
into the finished SPIRI TUAL nasterpiece of all God's creation!
But before the second phase of man's creation -- his spiritual
growm h -- begins, God the Father nust FIRST BEGET us by pl acing
Hs Holy Spirit WTHI N us. W are then | MPREGNATED, so to speak,
by the "seed"” or germof ETERNAL life (I Pet. 1:23). It is the
BEGETTAL of the life of God within our mnds! W then may be
conpared to a newy begotten fetus in its nother's wonb which
BEG NS TO GROW

5. Do we becone the literal "SONS' of CGod the Father when He
BEGETS us by H's Spirit? I John 3:1 and Rom 8:14-17.

COMMENT: SPIRI T-begotten Christians literally becone the
UNborn CHI LDREN of God, the Father, just as an UNborn human fetus
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is the child of its human parents.

6. Do we PARTAKE OF THE DI VI NE NATURE AND CHARACTERI STI CS of
God when spiritually begotten? Il Peter 1:3-4.

7. What are sone of the CHARACTERI STICS, or "fruits" that
are made manifest in our lives IF we possess God's Spirit? Gal.
5:22-23.

8. Which is the GREATEST attribute or characteristic CGod

transmits to us by Hs Holy Spirit? Is it LOVE -- "charity"? |
Cor. 13:13 and John 4:16. Is this the SAME | ove that will enable
us to "fulfill"™ -- to OBEY -- God's spiritual laws? Rom 13:10
and 5:5.

9. What SPECIAL "gifts" are bestowed by the Holy Spirit? |
Cor. 12:1, 4-11.

COMMENT: Just imagi ne! These are sone of the ADDI Tl ONAL
spiritual abilities God gives to those who surrender their lives
to Hmso they may receive H's Holy Spirit! God divides these
special gifts anong certain ones in His Church as He wills, and
for SPECI FI C purposes.

10. Does the Father promise to raise spirit begotten
Christians to imortality, just as He resurrected Jesus? Rom
8:11 and | Cor. 6:14.

11. If we are begotten by God's Spirit and grow spiritually,
will we -- at the resurrection -- becone as Jesus Christ is
today? Ps. 17:15; Phil. 3:20-21 and | John 3:2. Wat TYPE of body
was Jesus changed into at H's resurrection? | Cor. 15:44-45.

COMMENT: | f we beconme the spirit-begotten children of God,
we will be LIKE H mwhen BORN of His Spirit into Hi s divine
Fam |ly! We will be given a SPIRIT body just like Christ'sl!

The out standi ng difference between the body we now have and
the one we will be given is that while the one we now have is a
"natural” or MORTAL body, the one we shall receive will be a
SPIRI TUAL body -- COWGOSED OF SPIRIT!

12. Once made spirit, will we |live FOREVER? Luke 20: 35- 36.

13. WIl God G.ORIFY us at the resurrection by giving us the
same great POMNER and GLORY of the God Fami|ly? Rom 8:17 and Col .
3:4.

14. Did Jesus give us a fleeting glinpse of this FUTURE
GLORI FI ED CONDI TI ON when He was "transfigured"? Mat. 17:1-2.
Notice that this was a VISION they saw concerning the future
(verse 9).

COMMENT: The spiritual power and glory we shall receive at
the resurrection will be SO GREAT, it will nake our spirit bodies
shine as the sun and nake our rainment DAZZLI NG WH TE!

GCD S INFINI TE PONER AND GLORY WLL SOON BE QURS -- |IF VE
HAVE H' S HOLY SPIRI T WORKI NG W THI N US NOW

God Has REVEALED Hi nsel f!

God has REVEALED Hinself to you in a real and tangible way.
No | onger does God seem like an ethereal fignent of the
i magi nati on -- a nythol ogi cal invention of an ignorant,
superstitious past!

Through Hi s I NSPI RED Wwrd, God told you where He resides,
what He | ooks like, and how | ong He has existed. He reveal ed that
the God Fami |y CREATED and RULES the entire universe! You | earned
what part God has taken in world affairs since creation.

God also illustrated sone of H s awesone, but wonderful
powers over His material creation. And He has even REVEALED THE
GREAT PURPCSE FOR YCOUR VERY EXI STENCE!

Yes, you have seen God as He REALLY IS!' You don't have to
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QUESS any | onger!

Now we need to study the | RREFUTABLE proofs of God's
exi stence and the veracity of Hs inspired Wrd. In the | essons
which will imediately follow, God will give you these proofs in
the formof tangi ble, MATERI AL EVIDENCE that is absolutely
ast oundi ng! He wants you to be THOROUGHLY CONVI NCED of Hi s
exi stence! He WLL LEAVE NO ROOM FOR DOUBT in the sane, fair and
| ogi cal m nd!

In your next |esson, you will learn that God is DALY
bringi ng PROPHECI ES to pass -- prophecies which He uttered
hundreds, even THOUSANDS, of years ago! And after that, it wll
al so be conclusively proven that our earth could NOT have
" ACCI DENTALLY happened into exi stence.”

These and MANY OTHER WONDERFUL AND EXCI TI NG PROOFS of God's
exi stence are in store for you in com ng | essons!



