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Wat |Is the Christian's I nheritance?
About Qur Cover

A obe-view of our planet earth set against a background of
the starry heavens. The Bible reveals that spirit-begotten
Christians are HEIRS with Abrahamto receive "the prom ses.”
Those pronmises will soon be inherited when Christ returns to
establish the Kingdom of God on earth. Included in the prom ses
is eternal inheritance of the EARTH -- NOT HEAVEN This |esson
gi ves the Biblical PROOF!

AN OPEN LETTER FROM THE EDI TOR

You were born into a world which has devel oped a certain
type of civilization. The instant you were born you knew NOTH NG
But your eyes opened, you | ooked about, and know edge of what you
saw began registering in your nenory -- began putting know edge
into your mind. Your ears heard sounds, and thus additional
know edge entered through the sense of hearing. Very el enentary
at first, but gradually, each bit of new know edge, entering your
m nd t hrough your sense of taste, snell, feel, sight and hearing,
was ADDED to what had previously been stored there.

Gradual |y you cane to know, and take up with, the custons,
ways, generally accepted ideas and beliefs of this world. You
accepted them took themfor granted without question.

Some of them were good -- but nmany of them were BAD. But you
took themfor granted wi thout realizing they were bad.
You were born with a NATURE. W call it human nature. Few

people realize what it is. Human nature has a spiritual side, and
a physical side. On its spiritual side, it is pure VANITY. Vanity
loves and tends to exalt the SELF. It is SELF-centered. It is
selfish and greedy. It is this way NATURALLY. On its physical
side, there are the five senses, and the PULL of these senses to
want to be satisfied. Exercise of these senses can produce
sensations of pleasure. Sonme of these sensual pleasures are

heal thy, uplifting and GOOD. But many are injurious, harnful and
BAD. Yet the bad ones cry out for gratification as nuch --
probably far nore than the good. Thus human nature exerts an
automatic, inpulsive PULL toward sel fishness, greed, vanity,

j eal ousy, envy, hatred, and toward the lusts (WRONG desires) of
the flesh.

Hurman nature nmakes it come NATURAL to resent and resi st
authority over one. Achild tends to resist the authority of his
parents. W grow up with a natural attitude of hostility toward
any authority, all the way up to GOD.

Human nature wants to BE good. It just doesn't want to DO
good because GOOD is the WAY of God's invisible, inexorable,
spiritual LAW That LAWis, sinmply, LOVE. It is love toward God
inthe formof trusting and willing OBED ENCE to God's every
command and direction, knowing it is for our highest good. It is
| ove toward God in the form of being GOD centered -- having the
m nd CONTI NUALLY (consciously or sub-consciously) in contact with
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God, RELYING on God, seeking gui dance from God, worshipful in the
sense of gratitude, obedience, faith in conplete trust. It is
| ove toward fellow MAN -- in the sense of outgoing concern, EQUAL
TO |l ove and concern for self.

Now NO MAN exerci ses THAT KIND of | ove NATURALLY. YQU sinply
were not born with that kind of |ove.

You DON T HAVE | T!

That is, not unless you have received it from God through
Hs AFT of His Holy Spirit.

THAT LOVE travels a certain road. It is the road that |eads
to peace, to happiness, to confident assurance, security,
wel | - bei ng, ENJOYMENT wi t hout ki ckbacks, prosperity -- every good
thing the heart desires.

Everyone wants that RESULT.

That is to say, everyone wants to BE good.

But no one, it seens, NATURALLY wants to GO that way -- to
DO good.

That is the WAY of God's Law

Now this world is NOT FULL of happi ness, peace, joy, and
uni versal prosperity. It is pretty well filled with strife -- in
the hone, in business, in politics, in war between nations. It is
pretty well filled with unhappi ness, frustration, insecurity. It
is pretty well filled with crinme and viol ence, with broken hones
and unhappy quarreling hones, with sickness and di sease, with
frustrations, failures, tragedies.

Now GOD is NOT the author of all these troubles in the
wor | d.

God has, FOR A GREAT PURPCSE, nade humans free noral agents,
and allotted six thousand years for mankind to MAKE A CHO CE - -
whet her to accept God's government over him to be ruled by God's

Law of LOVE -- or whether to set up his own ideas of man-nmade
government, follow ng what comes NATURALLY -- HUVAN NATURE.
That six thousand years is about up. Wen it is -- in a VERY

few nore years, perhaps less than 10 -- God Almghty is going to
i ntervene supernaturally and with divine PONER in the governnents
and ways of society -- and BRI NG PEACE AND HAPPI NESS TO HUVANI TY!

HOW can that be done?

It's sinple!

There is A WAY of personal, group, and organized living that
will automatically produce that utopia. And there is A WAY t hat
HAS, for 6,000 years, produced curses, war, strife and viol ence,
frustration, failure everything this world has.

CGod is sinply going to enforce, with divine Power, H S WAY.
He is going to take over all governnments, in a super WORLD
GOVERNMENT, ruled by the very CREATOR It will rule by GOD S LAWS
-- the WAY of | ovel

Wy do some people -- even coll ege professors and sonme who
are intellectually inclined -- becone Communi sts? Because t hey
see many things WRONG in this world -- they want to BE right --
they grasp Communi smas a |ast straw and only hope, under the
del usion that THEY CAN HAVE A PART I N MAKING THI S A BETTER WORLD!
They want to BE right -- but they don't want to DO right. So they
grasp the straw that makes the lying and fal se PROM SES of
produci ng the solution. But Comuni smis only another |DEA OF MAN
BASED ON HUMAN NATURE. It is a theoretical WAY that woul d destroy
what little good there mght be in this world's society. It is
the nost fal se of fal se hopes.

But YQU can HAVE A PART in actually bringi ng PEACE,
happi ness, joy and abundance to humanity. God Al mighty is GO NG
TODOIT -- whether or not you have a part in it! But He is not
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going to do it alone. He is going to take certain human bei ngs,
born in the very LIKENESS of God, who REPENT of their carnal
human nature who cry out to God to CHANGE that nature, and Q VE
them t he matchl ess suprene G FT of Hs divine LOVE that wll
travel THE WAY toward peace, happi ness and joy.

These are they who, through real repentance of what they ARE
as well as what they have done, through faith in the sacrifice of
Jesus Christ as well as in Hs resurrected LIFE and PO/NER, are
forgiven their guilty past, given contact with God, CHANGED,
CONVERTED, receiving H'S HOLY SPIRI T, being begotten as H' S
CHI LDREN, receiving the DI VINE nature.

In other words, they REPENT of human nature -- they REPENT
of hostility to authority -- of resentnent against God's Law
They SURRENDER unconditionally to GOD, and whol eheartedl y WANT
Hmto rule in their lives. They CHANGE (through God's power
given by H's grace) fromrebellion to subm ssion -- from
SELF-cent eredness to being GOD-centered. They |let Jesus Chri st
(in Spirit) come into their lives and actually live their lives
for them (Gal ati ans 2: 20).

They change from THE WAY t hat has brought all the curses
upon this unhappy world, to THE WAY that will bring a brilliant,
joyous UTOPIA to earth in a very few years when God sends the
LI VING Jesus Christ in all Power and Gory to RULE ALL NATI ONS
and bring the happy, peaceful WORLD TOMORROWN

This CHANGE is conversion. This is what it nmeans to BECOMVE a
Christian. A Christian is NOT nerely one who PROFESSES Chri st.
God's own instruction to us -- the Bible says that if one has not
received God's Holy Spirit, he is NONE of H's -- he is NOT a
Christian (Romans 8:9). CGod gives His Holy Spirit ONLY to them
that OBEY H m (Acts 5:32). This inplants within the mnd the
DI VINE NATURE -- it nmeans a CHANGED M ND!

But it does NOT renove the HUMAN nature. The M ND governs
whet her the converted Christian now FOLLOAS the pulls, the
i mpul ses, the desires of human nature, or whether he resists them
and is LED BY the newly received divine nature. "As many as are
LED BY the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God" (Romans
8:14). But one's HUVAN nature cries out to be satisfied -- does
not like to be repressed.

Just RECEIVING God's Spirit is not enough. One nust BE LED
by God's Spirit. His Spirit opens the mnd to UNDERSTANDI NG of
spiritual truth, and the KNOMEDGE of God's Law. It opens the
mnd to THE WAY one should follow. God's Spirit also is the | ove
of God -- God's own divine |love flooding into the human heart,
and flowing on out in love to God and | ove to nei ghbor.

One nust therefore GRONin spiritual know edge and in God's
grace (Il Peter 3:18). He nmust becone a DOER of God's Law --
actually LIVING in THE WAY of peace and happi ness and joy. This
nmeans he nmust OVERCOVE his own carnal nature, his old habits, the
tenptations of the world -- HE MUST BE CHANGED! He nust devel op
toward perfect spiritual and righteous CHARACTER. The real
Christian is undergoing a life of TRAINING to become a RULER in
God' s Kingdom -- in the happy and peaceful WORLD TOMORROW

One cannot learn everything in a mnute, a day, or a year.
One does not becone perfect at one junp. It is a continuous
PROCESS. No Christian becones perfect at the very begi nning. He
does not overcone or root out all the sins, the wong habits, all
at once. He nust do it little by little. But, "he that
overconeth, and keepeth MY WORKS unto the end," says Jesus
Christ, "to himw Il | give power over THE NATIONS: AND HE SHALL
RULE THEM' (Revel ation 2:26-27).
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VWHY do THE NATIONS of this earth need to be ruled by Chri st
and those trained under a Christian |ife? Because all the
unhappi ness -- everything WRONG with this world -- has cone from
living THE WAY of human nature -- THE WAY of hostility to God's
Law and GOD S CGovernnent. Because the only way this world can
have PEACE, PROSPERITY, HAPPINESS, is to be forced to build a
soci ety based on THE WAY t hat PRODUCES t hese desired bl essings.

If you have started on THAT RI GHT WAY, don't get discouraged
because you have slipped and fallen down along the road a few
times. Get up and KEEP GO NG Even if you have sinned and are
truly sorry, you can repent and Christ is your High Priest to
forgive. Read and study I John 1:7-10 and 2:1-2. This is witten
to converted CHRI STI ANS.

At the time of Christ's coming, the dead in Christ will be
resurrected and rise to neet the descending Christ in the air. At
that instant those LIVING who have been thus CHANGED, begotten by
CGod's Spirit, will be changed in conposition, fromnortal to
imortal -- frommtter to spirit -- fromhunman to divine.

THEY are then to RULE with and under the all-powerful |iving
Christ, until ALL NATIONS beat their swords into plowshares, and
PEACE shines forth on this war-weary earth!

Jesus Christ taught His followers to PRAY: "THY Kl NGDOM COVE
-- THY WLL BE DONE ON EARTH' " How about it? Shall we pray that
prayer?

| DA

I S HEAVEN PROM SED TO THE SAVED?

WHERE wi | | the "saved" spend eternity? Do you REALLY know?

O course you' ve always HEARD that you'll go to heaven, if you
are "saved" -- and you've probably just accepted it W THOUT
QUESTI ON.

But did you ever stop to PROVE it for yourself? Did you ever
| ook into the BIBLE TO SEE whether it REALLY does say Christians

will go to heaven?
It's time we | earned what Al mighty God -- the FINAL
AUTHORI TY -- reveal s about the Christian's prom sed inheritance!

Let's begin to UNDERSTAND t he astounding truth from your Bibl el
God Makes a Pronise

There is a PROM SE in your Bible which tells WHAT the saved
shall inherit for eternity -- and WHERE they will be! That
prom se was made to all Christians. Yet the pronmise of this place
was not nmade DI RECTLY to Christians. It was nade to ABRAHAM from
whom Christ -- as an HEIR of Abraham -- descended!

As soon as one beconmes a Christian -- as soon as he is truly
Christ's -- he beconmes a co-heir WTH CHRI ST of this prom se
(Rom 8:17). Therefore, the prom se which was made to Abraham and
his heir, Christ, also applies to every Christian.

VWi | e addressing Gentile converts, God says through Paul, in
Gal atians 3:16,29, "Now to ABRAHAM and his SEED [Christ] were the
prom ses made ... And if YE be Christ's, then are ye Abraham s

seed [children] and HEIRS according to the PROM SE. "

Do you COVPREHEND what that neans? Let's understand! "If ye
be Christ's" -- that is, if you are TRULY CHRI STI ANS -- then you
are ABRAHAM S CHI LDREN -- you are accounted by God spiritually as
children of Abraham-- and are now "HEIRS according to the
PROM SE" -- YQU are now an HEIR, a beneficiary -- you will
receive the FULFILLMENT of the SAME PROM SE that CGod nade to



Abr ahanl
Notice that the Christian is NOT YET a possessor of his
inheritance -- he is NOWan HEIR -- and what he will inherit

(possess) if saved, is the SAME | NHERI TANCE proni sed to Abraham
VWhat ever shall be the inheritance of the saved is a definite,
SPECI FI C PROM SE of God whi ch was nmade to the | SRAELI TE
foref at her, Abraham

Abrahamis referred to in the Bible as the "FATHER' of the
FAI THFUL (Rom 4:11; Gl. 3:7, 9). Abrahamis the father of all
t hose who are FULL OF FAITH |If one is converted, whether he be
Jew or Gentile -- regardl ess of race or color or sex -- if one is
Christ's, then he beconmes one of Abrahami's children, and an HEIR
of the PROM SE nade to Abraham The converted Christian is to
I NHERI T what was PROM SED t o Abr aham

If you'll look into your Bible to find out what God prom sed
to Abraham-- to find out WHAT is the inheritance of those who
are saved -- to find out WHY we have to be Abrahanis children to

i nherit this prom se -- WHEN and HOWN we shall inherit the prom se
-- YOU RE I N FOR A SHOCKI NG SURPRI SE!

There is no other question nore | MPORTANT in your life --
this matter concerns YOUR ETERNITY -- and yet you probably never

t hought to really look into it for yourself -- IN YOUR OAN BI BLE!
The statenment we read fromthe Book of Galatians actually
sunms up the WHOLE of the CGospel -- it is a condensed statenent of

the very PURPOSE and PLAN of God for mankind! Your hope of
ETERNAL LI FE -- of salvation -- depends altogether on what is
stated in that greatly m sunderstood passage!

Christ Confirnmed the PROM SE

In order to understand this inportant question, notice what
is witten in Romans 15:8: "Now | say that Jesus Christ was a
mnister of the circuntision for the truth of God, to CONFIRMt he
PROM SES nmade unto the fathers.”

In bringing a NEWMESSAGE -- the GOSPEL -- Jesus cane to
confirmthe prom ses nmade to the fathers.

But WHO were the FATHERS? -- and WHAT are the PROM SES nade
to then? -- heaven? -- purgatory?

Your sal vation depends on the answer!

The inspired words of Peter relate that "The God of ABRAHAM
and of |SAAC, and of JACOB, the God of OUR FATHERS, hath
glorified H's Son Jesus" (Acts 3:13).

The fathers, then, were Abraham |saac, and Jacob. If you
are Christ's -- if you are a CHRISTIAN -- YOU are an heir to
i nherit -- not what nen might devise in their inmaginations -- you
are an heir ACCORDI NG TO THE PROM SE!

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Above, remmins of the Babyl onian tenple at Eridu,
in southern Iraq. Here early Babyl oni ans used to worshi p Enki,
pagan god of the deep. God call ed Abraham out of such religious
confusion and idolatry. R ght, ruins of ancient Babyl on, capital
city of King Nebuchadnezzar's vast enpire. God likens it to the
confused spiritual "Babylon" in which we |ive today.

If you're an heir, you are going to INHERIT sonething. If
you're an heir according to the prom se, you are going to INHERI T
WHATEVER WAS PROM SED TO THE FATHERS -- not sonething el se.

That prom se to Abrahamis | MPORTANT! \Whatever it is -- THAT
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I S what you shall inherit -- if you are saved! You find the
account of that PROM SE MADE TO ABRAHAM i n t he Book of Cenesis.

Abr aham OBEYED

Now notice the 12th chapter of the Book of Cenesis, verse 1
"Now the Eternal had said unto Abram get thee out of thy
country, and fromthy kindred, and fromthy father's house, unto
a LAND that I will show thee."

W find that God called Abram-- as his nane was originally
-- out of the land of Babylon where he lived -- surely synbolic
of the spiritual "Babylon" in which we |live today -- just as,
today, CGod calls you and nme out of THI S world -- TH' S BABYLON!

Abraham di dn't qui bble or argue. Verse 4 says: "So Abram
DEPARTED. " He went to a CERTAIN LAND, where God led him-- the
| and we call Pal estine today! ABRAHAM OBEYED GOD. " So Abram
departed!" it is witten. That is why he was made FATHER of the
preci ous prom ses on which your eternal salvation rests! He
OBEYED -- i medi ately he DEPARTED! Yes, just as you and | too
must OBEY, if we, WTH Abraham are to inherit the prom ses

Men today have NO CONCEPTION of what is in store for the one
who is really SAVED. The inheritance that awaits you -- if you
surrender to God -- if you OBEY as Abraham obeyed -- if you rely,
not on YOUR faith, but on the very FAITH OF CHRIST -- and if you
are BORN AGAIN -- that inheritance surpasses anything you have
ever conceived of so FAR that you haven't the slightest
conception of your TRUE POTENTI AL DESTI NY

As we read in | Corinthians 2:9, "Eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things

whi ch God hath prepared for themthat love Hm..." The
i nheritance which God has prepared for us cannot even be
concei ved of by the natural mnd of man -- but God DCES reveal it

tous "BY HS SPIRIT!" (I Cor. 2:10.)
Now WHAT did God prom se Abrahan? We are about to see. But
first, READ these instructions.

Bef ore You Begin

This lesson is intended to direct you to the BIBLE -- to
help you learn the truth of God's Wrd. Here is the nethod of
st udy.

Is your Bible in front of you? If not, get your Bible -- or
Bi bles, if you have nore than one translation -- BEFORE YOQU DO
ANOTHER THI NG Have a good dictionary, a concordance if you own
one, and your notepaper all placed in front of you on a desk or
tabl e.

Renenber -- you must open your Bible to EVERY PASSAGE. Never
say to yourself, "Ch, | think I know what this scripture is
referring to" -- and then pass over it. You need to "KEEP YOUR
NOSE IN THE BIBLE," so to speak. You nust read and re-read and
t hi nk out each passage. MEDI TATE on this new know edge in your
| eisure tine during the follow ng twenty-four hours, and in your
time of prayer -- so you WON T FORCGET it!

Make God's Wrd a PART OF YOU' Don't forget, this is a BIBLE
STUDY Course not just a study of these words we send you.

Here is the nethod of making effective notes: Wite down
neatly on your paper the title of this |esson. Underneath that
wite down the | esson nunber. As you cone to each question
section, wite down its headi ng. Then, UNDERNEATH at the
| eft-hand margin of your paper, nunmber each question and wite
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down the scriptural answer to each, together with any pertinent
i deas that cone to your m nd.

Be SURE to WRITE QUT the scripture which answers each
question. If you have not done so before, BEG N TO DO I T NOW
Witing down every word of each Bi bl e passage, and any coments
you wi sh to make as you go along, will help you greatly in
REVI EW NG and REMEMBERI NG

This lesson, like all others, is extrenely inportant to you.
Have you PRAYED to God for understanding? If not, then go to a
private place, kneel down, and ask God for SPI R TUAL
UNDERSTANDI NG and wi sdom Ask H mto HELP YQOU grasp and apply in
your own |ife the knowl edge this lesson will reveal to you in the
Bi bl e.

And now for the |esson itself!

LESSON 13
The "Prom sed Land"

1. Did God call Abrahamout of the land in which he had been
residing? Gen. 12:1. Did God, at this sanme tinme, PROM SE that He
woul d | ead Abrahamto another |land -- a PARTI CULAR | and? Sane
ver se.

2. Does the Bible record that Abraham ARGUED with God about
| eaving the land, |ike nost people do today, when they are called
upon to give up the bad habits they have acquired in this world
and foll ow where God | eads then? O did Abrahamjust Do AS GOD
COMVANDED HI M? Gen. 12:4. Wat land did God | ead Abrahaminto?
Gen. 12:5.

COMMENT: Canaan is the present |and of Pal estine.

3. Now just what DI D God pronm se ABRAHAM? CGen. 12:7.

COMMENT: "Seed" neans "offspring." So the prom se was the
| NHERI TANCE of the LAND OF PALESTI NE by Abraham s of fspring.

4. Abraham then went down into the [ and of Egypt for a short
time. When he returned to Pal estine, what did God tell Abrahamto
do? Gen. 13:14-15. Did God reiterate His prom se that He woul d
gi ve Abraham s seed this particular |and? Did God al so prom se
Abraham that he, too, would receive this [and? Verse 15. And that
Abraham s of fspring would be nultiplied? Verse 16.

COMMENT: PALESTI NE was PROM SED by God to Abraham a second
time for enphasis. Notice that Pal estine was PROM SED. That is
why it's called "the PROM SED LAND"!

5. For HONLONG is it promi sed -- FOREVER? Gen. 13:15.

COMMVENT: The inheritance is to be an ETERNAL i nheritance,
whi ch of necessity involves and | NCLUDES EVERLASTI NG LI FE!

6. If one inherits a piece of LAND, the deed nmust describe
t he exact BOUNDARI ES of the property. Wiat is the description of
the Iand we may hope to inherit? Gen. 15:18.

COMMENT: W have all seen enough maps to know that the
boundari es here described are NOT up in HEAVEN, but are the
boundari es of a LAND RIGHT HERE ON EARTH -- and the prom se THE
PROM SE OF ETERNAL | NHERI TANCE -- is the LAND OF PALESTINE, from
the Nile to the Euphrates River, HERE on this earth! God hel p us
to put our TRUST in the sure Wird of God, NOT in the FABLES OF
MVEN!

7. Was this prom se EXPANDED until ultimately it included
i nheritance of the WHOLE EARTH? Rom 4:13.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: The lush Jordan Valley in Palestine today -- part
of the inheritance prom sed to Abraham s descendants.



COMMENT: Ot her scriptures to be studied in this | esson show
that the prom se of ETERNAL | NHERI TANCE i ncl udes MJCH MORE!

Obedi ence Before | nheritance

In making this prom se to Abraham God conditioned it on
OBEDI ENCE. Abr aham DI D OBEY!

First, he LEFT his native land, his friends and rel atives,
his old ways of life -- he FORSOK ALL and foll owed where CGod
led. Did God stop here in testing Abraham and CONFIRMthis
priceless pronmse? OR did God test Abraham further before doing
so? Let us exam ne.

1. How did God test Abrahanf? Gen. 22:1, 2.

COMMENT: The proper translation of the word "tenpt," used
here, is "try." God tenpts no man to cause himto fall. Wen the
Ki ng Janes Transl ation of the Bible was nmade, the word "tenpt"
meant "try," or to "TEST." Thus the translators used the word
"tenpt."

2. Did Abraham unlike the first tine, stop to reason it
out, or make excuse, or rebel? O did he dutifully OBEY God --
even rising early in the norning to do so? Gen. 22:3.

3. Did God thus take Abrahams only son? Gen. 22:10-12.

COMMENT: God did not take the son -- God nerely wanted
Abraham s WLLINGNESS TO OBEY, in and through faith. Because
Abraham was FAI THFUL -- full of faith -- the Bible refers to
Abraham as the synbolic "father” of ALL who are full of faith in
this same sense.

4. But AFTER Abraham HAD obeyed -- HAD been put to the test
and found faithful -- were there any OTHER CONDI TIONS to the
prom se? Gen. 22:15-18. Underline heavily in your Bible the
wor ds, "BECAUSE thou hast DONE this thing," in verse 16, and the
wor ds, "BECAUSE thou hast OBEYED MY VO CE," in verse 18.

COMMENT: Now t he PROM SE WAS UNCONDI TI ONAL. Abr aham al r eady
HAD PERFORVED HI' S PART of the COVENANT -- this agreenent.

5. What other scripture shows us this pronmise is now
ABSOLUTELY SURE? -- did Abraham faithfully obey God in EVERY WAY?
Gen. 26:5.

COMMENT: It shoul d be remenbered that God's |law -- God's
commandnents -- have been in effect fromthe very time of
creation. "Sin is the transgression of the law' (I John 3:4). The
same fundanental, eternal SPIR TUAL LAWS that Adam transgressed
when he sinned are the SAME | aws and conmandnents Abr aham obeyed
and kept -- long before the sacrifices and rituals of Mses were
i nstituted.

6. Were these SAME prom ses passed on down to |saac,
Abraham s son? Gen. 26:1-4. Why? Verse 5. Were ALL nations to be
bl essed t hrough |saac, as they were through Abrahan? Verse 4.

7. \Wre these SAME PROM SES t hen passed down to Jacob,
| saac's son? Gen. 35:9-12. Note verse 11, then read conment
bel ow.

COMMENT: The expl anation of verse 11 is this: the UNITED
STATES is the "nation" referred to here, and the BRI TI SH
COMMONWEALTH i s the "conmpany of nations.” |If you have not yet
done so, send for M. Arnstrong's FREE book, "The United States

and British Comonweal th in Prophecy"”. It fully explains this
marvel ous truth.
Jacob -- whose nane was | ater changed to | SRAEL -- had

twel ve children. Each gave rise to one of the twelve tribes of



9

| SRAEL -- known collectively as the CH LDREN OF | SRAEL, or
| SRAELI TES. One of these tribes originated fromthe brother JUDAH
-- known as the "Jews." Al people of the earth who have not
descended from Abraham are called Gentiles by the Bible.

8. The prom ses were nade, as we have seen, to Abraham
| saac, Jacob, and Jacob's CHI LDREN. Jacob's children are
| SRAELI TES, not Gentiles. There is a m staken idea, today, that
Christianity is a GENTILE religion. But through whom does CHRI ST
plainly say salvation Is? John 4:22. And what does Paul say about
this? Rom 2:10.

COMMENT: The SCEPTRE prom se, through which Christ and
sal vation were prom sed, went specifically to the house of Judah,
whose people are called JEW5. The Bible reveals that the
COVENANTS and the PROM SES pertained to all of |ISRAEL. So we read
in Romans 9:4: "Wo are | SRAELI TES; TO WHOM pertai neth the
adoption and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the
law, and the service of God, AND THE PROM SES.

Christians Are HEIRS to the Proni ses

Since these pronm ses were made specifically to Abraham and
hi s descendants nentioned above, how can ALL nations al so be
BLESSED t hrough these prom ses? Let's under st and.

1. Did God prom se Abrahamthat ALL nations of the earth
woul d be bl essed through his one "seed"? Gen. 12:3 and 22:18. Wo
is this "seed"? Gal. 3:8, 16.

COMMENT: The word "seed" in Gen. 22:18 refers specifically
to Abrahamis ONE SEED, who is Christ -- not to Abrahanmis MJILTI PLE
"seed," or REMAI NDER of his blood offspring (Gen. 13:16 and
17:8).

2. Doesn't Luke 3:23, 34 prove that Jesus was a BLOOD
OFFSPRING -- a SEED -- of Abrahan®

COMMENT: Joseph was actually the SON-IN-LAWoOf Heli (see
margi n of your Bible) who was the father of Mary. Jesus'
bl oodl i ne was through H s MOTHER Mary who descended from Abraham
(verse 34).

3. HONdid Paul say that Gentiles could share in the
prom ses made to Abrahan? Gal. 3:28-29.

COMMVENT: Unless a Centile becones a SPIRITUAL Israelite
t hrough Christ, he has ABSOLUTELY NO HOPE of becoming an HEIR to
the SPI RI TUAL proni ses nmade to Abrahaml This is nade possible
only through becom ng "Christ's" -- by becomi ng a SPI R T- BEGOTTEN
CHRI STI AN!

4. \What did Paul say the CONVERTED Ephesian Gentiles used to
be IN TI MES PAST? Eph. 2:11-12.

COMMENT: This doesn't sound like Christianity is a GENTILE
religion. TH'S doesn't sound |ike the NEW Covenant is a GENTILE
covenant! WH LE these particul ar Ephesians Paul was here tal king
to were CGentiles in the FLESH, they had beconme SPI Rl TUAL
Israelites THROUGH Christ. But they were "STRANGERS fromthe
covenants of prom se; having NO HOPE, AND W THOUT GOD in the
wor |l d," BEFCRE conversi on!

5. But NOW through Christ, are they nmade near? Eph. 2:13.
Are they strangers and foreigners any nore? Verse 19. Are they
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the SPIRI TUAL Household
of God? Sane verse.

COMMENT: And so today, WHOSOEVER WLL from EVERY nation, may
cone and take of the waters of eternal |ife FREELY, because God
has kept Hi s prom se, and the prom sed Seed, Christ, has cone.

VWhat a glorious, matchless privilege to be taken into the
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very Household of God -- to be able to call the Eternal Creator
our FATHER! For THROUGH CHRI ST, Abraham becones our fleshly
father, and GOD becomes our spiritual Father. We read in

Gal atians 3:7: "Know ye therefore that they which are of FAI TH,
the sane are the CH LDREN OF ABRAHAM " That's why Abrahamis
called the "father"” of the faithful (Rom 4:11) -- whether Jew or
Gentile!

Again, in Romans 8:14-15: "For as nany as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are the SONS OF GOD ... Wereby we cry, Abba
Father." Yes, now SPI R T- BEGOTTEN sons who shall become BORN SONS
at the time of the resurrection -- to becone | NHERI TORS of the
Ki ngdom of Cod!

The Ki ngdom of God is the FAMLY of God -- the GOD FAM LY!
It's a glorious FAMLY RELATIONSHI P! This glorified | NHERI TANCE
sur passes anything you have ever conceived of in your m nd!

But what is the difference between inheriting the EARTH and
t he KI NGDOM of God -- WHERE shall we inherit the Kingdonf Let's
study further and see.

NO Man Has Ascended to Heaven -- Except Chri st

We have clearly seen, fromthe Bible, that the EARTH I S THE
| NHERI TANCE OF THE SAVED -- NOT heaven. But where does the Bible
specifically SAY we DO NOT go to heaven?

1. Did Jesus dogmatically state that NO ONE, beside Hinself,
has ever ascended up to heaven? John 13: 33.

COMMENT: The Bible plainly states that NO MAN has ever
ASCENDED UP into the heaven where God is, EXCEPT Chri st!

2. What else did Christ tell Hi s disciples? John 3:13.

COMMENT: Even Christ's own disciples were told they could
NOT go up into heaven where He was going. (Send for M.
Armstrong' s FREE bookl et, "Were Are Enoch and Elijah?")

3. But DID Christ give theman idea of WHERE t hey woul d be
and WHAT they woul d be doing WHEN He returns? John 14:2, 3. Read
also Matt. 25:31, 34.

COMVENT: " Mansions” -- roons -- in the "Father's house" --
God's Tenple in the Ad Testanent times -- were occupied by God's
priests. These ROOVS represented POSI TI ONS OF AUTHORI TY.

WHEN Jesus will have returned to this earth, as King of
ki ngs, RULER of all nations on earth, THEN He will say to the
saved: "Come, ye blessed ... INHERIT THE KI NGDOV prepared for
you." The Kingdomof God is the divine, ruling FAMLY of God. It
will rule all nations, here ON EARTH The saints will HAVE
POSI TIONS OF AUTHORITY in that Kingdom To enter into -- to
INHERIT -- the divine Kingdomof God is a destiny of such
marvel ous GLORY that your mind cannot grasp it now And our
i nheritance, as divine nenbers of the very GOD FAM LY, shall be
the earth for an EVERLASTI NG POSSESSI ON.

WHAT' S WRONG with the earth?

Absol utely nothing but SIN-- rebellion against GOD and Hi s
eternal SPIRITUAL LAWS t hat GOVERN peace and happi ness and j oy!
Happi ness and joy -- a GLORI FIED condition such as you MAY

inherit -- is not a matter of geographical location! It is a
spiritual condition! There will be NO SIN in that happy world
tonorrow No liars -- no nurderers -- no thieves or robbers.
Think of it -- there'll be NO SATAN to deceive people, no | ocks
on doors -- no jails, no hospitals -- no poorhouses! No strife,
no war -- no sickness or disease no poverty nor hunger, nor want!

Ful fill ment of Prom ses Just AHEAD
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Has Abraham al ready inherited the prom ses?

First, notice the inspired words of the first Christian
martyr, Stephen, full of faith and the Holy Spirit -- Stephen who
PAID WTH HIS LIFE for these inspired words of Scripture. They
are in the Book of Acts.

1. Has Abraham yet RECEI VED the inheritance God prom sed to
hin? Acts 7:2-5. Note especially verse 5.

COMMENT:  Abr aham NEVER RECEI VED t he prom sed inheritance --

t hough God's prom se was nmade UNCONDI Tl ONAL because Abraham HAD
OBEYED God!

2. Was Abraham nerely a SQIOURNER, during his lifetime, in
the Iand that God had promi sed to hinf Heb. 11:8-10. Note verse 9
particularly. Even as he lay dying, had he, as yet, RECEIVED the
prom ses? Verse 13. But does verse 8 point out that Abrahamw I,
IN THE FUTURE, receive the fulfillnent of these prom ses? Note
the words "AFTER receive"!

3. Does the Bible say that |saac and Jacob were heirs to
this SAME prom se? Heb. 11:9. Have they received it, as yet?
Verse 13.

COMMENT: Do you grasp what these inspired Scriptures of God
say? They say in plain |language that all these died, NOT havi ng
received their inheritance -- the very FATHERS to whomt he
prom ses were nmade did NOT "go to their 'reward at death!"™ THUS
SAYS THE LORD!

4. WAs Abraham STILL DEAD during the tinme of the apostles?
John 8:52, 53. Then Abraham has NOT received the prom ses TO TH S
DAY, has he?

COMMENT: Al through the New Testanent you read that
Christians who beconme Abrahamis "children" through Christ are NOT
NOWinheritors -- they are spoken of only as heirs. An HEIR i s
one who has NOT YET cone into his inheritance. So the dead in
Christ even of our age have NOT received their inheritance
ei t her!

Now WHY has Abraham even to this day, as yet not inherited
the prom se? Listen! Christ came to CONFIRM -- MAKE PCSSI BLE - -
THE FULFI LLMENT of the PROM SE of eternal inheritance of the
earth nmade to Abraham This constitutes one of the "BETTER
PROM SES" of the NEW TESTAMENT! Christ, in CONFIRM NG t hese
prom ses made to Abraham preached al ways the GOSPEL OF THE
KI NGDOM OF GOD which is to occupy and govern the EARTH -- the
SAME earth that has been prom sed to Abraham for an eternal
i nheritance.

Abrahamwi | | soon be BORN I NTO t he Ki ngdom of God! Abraham s
inheritance is thus to be the KINGDOM CF GCD! The SAVE
| NHERI TANCE you and | may have by becomi ng Abraham s seed,

t hrough Chri st.

To Inherit the Kingdom of God

1. Does Matthew 6:33 verify the fact that it is the Kl NGDOM
OF GOD we are to strive to enter -- and NOT heaven?

2. Does Matthew 7:21 also verify the fact that the
i nheritance of the saved will be the Kingdomof God? It is the
Ki ngdom OF heaven -- not IN heaven!

3. Does Ephesians 5:5 plainly show that the sinner will have
NO | NHERI TANCE i n t he Ki ngdom of God? Don't these precedi ng
scriptures plainly show that the inheritance of the saved is the
KI NGDOM OF GOD?

4. But that Kingdom Jesus said, is NOT of this world --
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THIS AGE! In Hi s great prophecy of events now making the
headlines in world news today, what did Jesus say in Luke 21:31?

COWENT: The Kingdom of God will RULE THE WORLD. IT IS not
yet established -- but today it is "NNGH AT HAND' -- and IT' S
LATER THAN YOU THI NK!

PHOTO CAPTION: The earth is the Christian's inheritance -- not
heaven. And why not the earth? There's nothing wong with it --
except man's sins which have nmade it a desert wilderness and a
sl um covered, garbage-riddled hulk! Christ is com ng soon to
STRAI GHTEN QUT what man has nade crooked.

VWHY is it that Abraham and all the "HEIRS according to the
prom se” must REMAIN heirs for a short tine |onger? There are
several reasons. Let us see.

5. Has the Kingdom of God, of which Christians are HEIRS,
been established upon this earth yet? -- what did Christ tell H's
di sci pl es when they thought He would establish H's world-ruling
Kingdomin their day? Luke 19:11-13, 15.

COMMENT: Christ represented Hinself here as the young
nobl eman going to the far country -- heaven -- to receive the
right to RULE the Kingdom showing it would be set up and woul d
take over the rule of all nations at His SECOND COM NG The poi nt
is that the Kingdom of God has NOT YET been established on this
earth so that Christians may inherit it!

6. Does Matthew 6:10 al so prove that God's Kingdomis YET to
be established ON OUR EARTH?

7. Is the record of each who is to receive this inheritance
bei ng kept in heaven? | Pet. 1:3, 4. WHEN I S the sal vation of the
saved reveal ed? And WHEN | S t he possession of the inheritance
gi ven? Verse 5.

COMMVENT: Note that the record of the inheritance is

"reserved"” -- is kept -- in heaven, and that salvation, and
t herefore the POSSESSI ON of the inheritance, is to be "reveal ed”
-- given -- "in the LAST TIME' -- at the soon-coming END OF TH S

AGE. This is additional proof that the Kingdom has NOT YET BEEN
ESTABLI SHED!

8. But there's still another reason why we CANNOT | NHERI T
the Kingdomat this present tinme. W are now conposed of flesh
and bl ood. Can we inherit the Kingdomwhile we are conposed of
this material? I Cor. 15:50.

COMMENT: No flesh and bl ood can I NHERI T t he Ki ngdom of Cod.
The Ki ngdom of God is NOT A HUMAN KI NGDOM -- there are NO HUVANS
init -- it is a DIVINE KINGDOM -- the God Kingdom Qur human
bodi es nust be changed to another kind of material to becone a
PART of that Kingdom

9. Does Paul say our flesh-and-blood bodies will be CHANGED?
I Cor. 15:51, 53. Since we will be born of the Spirit then, of
what will our bodi es be conposed? John 3:6. What is this process
called -- being "born again"? John 3:3. And if we are in this
manner "born again,"” can we "see" -- ENTER -- the Kingdom of God?
Sane verse.

COMMVENT: CQur nortal human bodies will then be CHANGED into
SPIRIT BODI ES -- bodies which can INHERI T the Ki ngdom of God. Qur
present flesh is corruptible, subject to aging and decay. But
spirit things and spirit beings are ETERNALLY NEW

10. How LONG will it take us to be changed from our present
mat eri al substance into spirit? | Cor. 15:52, the first nine
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wor ds.
COMMENT: Now we begin to see why Abraham and his children
t hrough Christ, have not as YET inherited the prom ses!

Inheritors at the Resurrection

But to go further. W cannot cone into ETERNAL inheritance
until we come into ETERNAL LIFE. And what is our only HOPE of
inheriting eternal |ife? The RESURRECTI ON fromthe dead! For it
is appointed to ALL once to die (Heb. 9:27) -- everyone of us
must di e even though it be for only a split second. Wthout a
RESURRECTI ON no one woul d LI VE agai n.

I's your hope of a resurrection well founded? Do you actual ly
have the PROM SE from God, Hinself, that He will resurrect you?
Here's what God says.

1. Did God, Hinself, inspire the apostle Paul to pose the
qguestion, "IF there be NO resurrection of the dead ..."? | Cor.
15: 13. What does God say of Christ, IF there is no resurrection?
Sane verse.

2. If this be the case, is our faith in a future
resurrection in VAIN? | Cor. 15:14. And are those who are asl eep
in Christ PERI SHED? Verse 18. Strong scripture, that!

COMMVENT: The dead IN CHRI ST are UTTERLY PERI SHED -- UNLESS
there is to be a RESURRECTI ON FROM THE DEAD! How DI FFERENT from
the nodern fables to which a deceived world has been turned
t oday!

So Abraham |saac and Jacob are DEAD. And, unless there is
to be a RESURRECTION -- a rising up FROMthe grave they are
PERI SHED!

3. What did JESUS say to show there surely will be a
resurrection? Mat. 22:31. WHAT IS being discussed here -- the
RESURRECTI ON of the dead? Didn't God say He is the God of the
LIVING -- not the dead? Verse 32.

COMMENT: Jesus clearly spoke of a FUTURE resurrection of the
dead. He showed that the resurrection of Abraham I|saac and Jacob
-- who have been DEAD all these centuries -- is so SURE, it was
AS IF it had already taken place! BY TWSTING this text many try
to prove Abrahamis not dead, but has already gone to and cone
into his prom sed inheritance -- just the OPPCSI TE of what Jesus
meant !

HOW Chri st Made Qur | nheritance Possible

1. What is SIN? | John 3:4. Wat is the PENALTY -- "the
wages of" -- sin? Rom 6:23. Has ALL nmanki nd si nned? Rom 3:23.

COMMVENT: Cod is Creator and Omer of the universe and all
that is within it. He is also the great LAWA VER \Woever is NOT
OBEDI ENT to Hm SINS! Sin causes so much sorrow, suffering,
unhappi ness and angui sh, all who di sobey God are worthy of death
-- ETERNAL death! And ALL have sinned. ALL are therefore WORTHY
OF ETERNAL DEATH. If WE were to PAY the penalty of our OM sins,
none of us would have eternal life -- none could inherit the
Ki ngdom of God as an eternal inheritance.

2. But did Christ give Hnself -- shed H's LIFEBLOOD -- in
our place, so that we need not have to pay the penalty of our
sins and thus be deprived of eternal inheritance -- the Kingdom
of God? I Tim 2:5, 6 and Rom 5: 8-10.

COMMENT: By DYING -- by shedding His LIFEBLOOD -- Christ was
able to pay for ALL the sins of mankind for ALL Tl ME because He
was GOD | NCARNATE -- GOD MADE FLESH (John 1:14.) Cod, the
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Fat her, also created all things BY Jesus Christ (Eph. 3:9; John
1:1-3). Therefore, as God and our Maker, Jesus' PHYSICAL |ife was
of GREATER VALUE than the sumtotal of ALL human |ives!

This is HON Chri st CONFI RVED -- nade possible -- our
| NHERI TANCE of the Kingdom for eternity. Through Hi s DEATH, He
made it POSSIBLE for us to have ETERNAL LIFE -- to exist for all
eternity!

3. Did Christ |leave a WLL, or last testanent, at the tine
of His death? Heb. 9:15. Notice the word "testament." A
"testament" is a "will." \Wat does it PROM SE t hose who are
called to salvation? Same verse. Wen a person nmakes a will, nust
he DIE BEFORE it cones into force? Verses 16-17. Are those who
are to receive salvation called HEl RS? Heb. 1:14.

COMMENT: Christ wi shed to make eternal inheritance of the
Ki ngdom of CGod available to all people. He did this by making a
WLL -- A TESTAMENT. This is why the last fourth of your Bible is
called the "New Testanent." It teaches you HONyou nay becone an
HEIR to the PROM SE OF ETERNAL | NHERI TANCE i n the Ki ngdom of God
which is to be established upon this earth!! A testanent, or
will, is of no effect unless the one making it D ES. Christ D ED
SO that you may INHERI T the prom ses FROM H M

VWhat W Must DO

And now comes the CRUX OF THI S WHOLE LESSON! Is there
anything that we nust DO in order to inherit these priceless
prom ses? Ponder this section well, for it reveals what we nust
DOinthis life to becone HEIRS and finally I NHERI TORS of CGod's
Ki ngdom

1. Did God the Father G VE H s only begotten Son so that we
m ght becone heirs to the prom ses? John 3:16.

2. Did Christ voluntarily G VE H nself as our sacrifice in
order that we mght have this privilege? Luke 22:42. Was H s body
DI SFI GURED nore than that of any other man? Isa. 52:14. Did H s
perspiration appear as BLOOD at CGet hsemane, shortly before He
became our sacrifice? Luke 22:44. (Hi s profuse sweat was tinged
with bl ood!)

3. Is it because of Christ's suffering and death for us that
God says we have been "bought” BY HM? | Cor. 7:23. And is it
God, therefore, whomwe are now to SERVE? Sane verse. But what do
some thoughtl ess people say? Mal 3:14. Do sonme even go so far as
to deny the Lord that "BOUGHT" thenf? Il Pet 2:1.

4. \What does Christ tell us, by exanple, to do IF we are to
receive -- enter into -- the ETERNAL | NHERI TANCE? Mat. 19:17
Isn't this exactly the SAME thing that Abraham di d? Gen. 26:5.
Note the word " COVMMANDMENTS. "

5. Did Paul SERVE God? Acts 27:23. Doesn't he point out that
even the service we give to our earthly bosses is to be
consi dered as service rendered unto GOD? Col. 3:22-24.

6. Are we to be obedient in ALL THINGS? Il Cor. 2:9. Even in
t he THOUGHTS we al |l ow ourselves to think? Il Cor. 10:5.

7. Wiy is obedience to God necessary today as it was in
Abraham s day? Rom 7:7, 12.

COMMENT: Keeping the Law -- God's commands -- is the ONLY
way we may live in HARMONY with others, and with God. It's the
ONLY way we can devel op the CHARACTER OF GOD -- with the HELP of
God's Holy Spirit -- so we can be BORN of God and INHERIT Hi s
Ki ngdom for eternity!

W Recei ve the Pronm ses WHEN Jesus Returns
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1. WHEN wi || Abraham and his children through Christ receive
the prom ses? WII there be a SIGNAL given for this great event?
I Cor. 15:52. Is this the LAST trunp? Sane verse. Qur bodies are
then changed fromnortality to WHAT? Verse 53.

2. And what ELSE IS to happen at that very sanme tinme? |
Thes. 4:16, 17. WII| Abraham and his children through Christ --
both the dead and the living -- finally be "saved" -- caught up
in the resurrection to be with Christ WHEREVER HE MAY BE from
t henceforth? Verse 17. Since Christ has already been here once,
doesn't this all happen at Christ's SECOND COM NG? Sane verses.

3. And WHERE does Christ go in that day? Zech. 14:4. Does He
al so begin to establish His world-ruling GOVERNMENT at that tinme?
Zech. 14:9, and all verses to the end of the chapter. And will
all the saints, or Christians -- Abraham and his children through
Christ -- the HEIRS who are to inherit this EARTH forever -- be
with the returning Christ? Verse 5, |ast part.

COMMENT: Yes, at the last trunp, Christ will return to this
earth -- this tinme as "KING of KINGS and LORD of LORDS," to reign
and to rule all nations of the earth for the first tinme. Wen He
comes to set up Hi s Kingdom THEN Abraham and his children in
Christ who have died shall be RESURRECTED TO | MMORTALI TY, to
I NHERI T THE PROM SE of the KINGDOM OF GCD -- a world-ruling
GOVERNMENT headed and rul ed by Christ, occupying the very LAND
PROM SED TO ABRAHAM -- the | and of PALESTINE, fromthe Nile to
t he Euphrates River. And this KINGOM conmposed of | MMORTALS
whi ch flesh and bl ood cannot enter, shall rule over all other
FLESHLY nations of the earth during the MIIlennial Utopial

The Promise |s NOT Heaven!

JESUS said: "Blessed are the neek: for they shall inherit
THE EARTH' (Mat. 5:5). That's part of the Sernon on the Munt --
and certainly every Christian BELI EVES the Sernon on the Mount!

Then we nust BELIEVE, if we are Christians, that what the
saved inherit is THE EARTH -- and NOT HEAVEN The inspired
apostl e John plainly said, "NO MAN HATH ASCENDED UP TO HEAVEN'
(John 3:13). THE EVI DENCE | S OVERWHELM NG

1. WHAT do those that "wait upon the Lord" I NHERI T? Ps.

37:9.

2. WHAT shall those bl essed of God INHERI T? Ps. 37:22.

3. WHAT shall the righteous INHERI T, and HOW LONG shal | they
dwel | there? Ps. 37:29.

4. And WHAT does God prom se to those who "KEEP H S WAY"?
Ps. 37:34.

COMMENT: There is absolutely NO scripture in all the Bible
that prom ses HEAVEN to the saved in Christ. And yet, nost people
seemto be oblivious to these positive, PLAIN STATEMENTS from CGod
Al mi ghty, and have carel essly taken for granted, W THOUT
QUESTI ON, the FALSE | DEA of "going to heaven"!

Notice the words Christ will utter at His inmnent return:
"WHEN t he Son of man shall conme in Hs Gory, and all the holy
angels with Hm THEN shall He sit upon the THRONE of His glory
bl essed of nmy Father, INHERI T THE KI NGDOM PREPARED FOR YOU FROM
THE FOUNDATI ON OF THE WORLD' (Mat. 25:31, 34).

Yes, the KINGDOM of Cod is the PLACE PREPARED. Jesus said He
went to PREPARE A PLACE for us in that Kingdom He also said He
went to GET FOR HI MSELF a Ki ngdom and to RETURN. And WHEN He
returns, as KING of kings, and when that Kingdomis established
on EARTH, THEN it is that the joyful call goes out, "COVE! ye
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bl essed of ny Father, INHERI T THE KI NGDOM PREPARED FOR YQU. "



