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VWrld War |1 Dead at Anzio
About Qur Cover

M. Garner Ted Arnmstrong at the Anzio, Italy, mlitary
cenetery at which he made an overseas Wrld Tonorrow broadcast.
Many millions tragically died in World War Il -- yet few of them
had any know edge of what |ies beyond the grave.

Death is a stark reality for every human. Sone di e by war,
others by starvation, still others by old age. Everyone nust face
it.

VWhat happens after death? Is there |life beyond the grave?
This | esson answers these and many other vital questions about
nman.

WHAT |'S MAN?

WHAT IS man?" asked the psalmst David in Psal m 8: 4.

Is man an immortal soul in a material body? Is death the
separati on of body and soul ? What really happens to a man at
deat h?

And what about the atheist who believes that there is no
HOPE OF LI FE AFTER DEATH?

These questions have puzzled -- yes, frightened -- mllions
since the beginning of tinme! How can we PROVE -- how can we
really be SURE -- what happens to a human being at death?

Death a Reality

Death is a reality! -- a TERRIBLE reality for many religious
people. Death is often pictured as the inescapable FI NAL PLUNGE
into the unknown -- into the "next world" with its heaven, its

hell or its purgatory.
But to the average man-on-the-street, death is a vague,

far-of f, UNREAL sonething that happens to soneone el se -- a hazy,
di stant possibility which he feels he can worry about LATER
Though many today like to shove it fromtheir mnds, like to

escape having to think about it, death is REAL! It is the
i nevitabl e consequence of being ALIVE. Every living organism
follows the pattern of birth, growmh, senility and death. Death
befal I s thousands every hour -- through sickness, accidents,
starvation, nurder and war.

Isn't it about tine we exam ned what is called life and
death? Isn't it about time we finally | earned WHAT MAN | S? -- and
what hope there is of life after death?

No | mortal Soul

Al'l the ancient pagan phil osophers and every heathen tribe
and nation fromantiquity have believed that man is essentially a
spiritual being -- some kind of vague imortal spiritual sou
housed in a body of flesh -- that the human body is nerely the
house we dwell in, or the cloak put around us tenporarily -- that
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the REAL man is not the body, but an invisible, immterial
imortal soul that thinks, that hears, that sees and that wll
live on consciously forever.

At death, according to the specul ati on of the anci ent pagan
phi | osophers, the SOUL -- the real you -- |eaves the body and
journeys to a heaven, to a purgatory or to a hell. The BODY, they
observed, went to the grave.

A few phil osophers specul ated that the souls of the departed
re-enter other kinds of bodies after death and |ive on earth
again in the formof nonkeys, cattle, serpents, or perhaps as
human beings. This doctrine is called "transm grati on of souls.™

But what is the AUTHORITY for these beliefs? Do these
doctrines come fromthe BIBLE?

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Vi et namese wonan reaches over bodies of son and
husband, now dead. To this woman death has suddenly becone vivid
and real

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Head of the pagan phil osopher Plato. A student of
Socrates, young Plato was the first to popularize "imortal soul”
fiction anong the G eeks.

The answer is: there is NO authority for these specul ati ons
of the pagans!

VWhat the Bible does reveal is exactly OPPOSI TE to what nost
peopl e have blindly assuned!

Consi der this candid adm ssion of the "Jew sh Encycl opedi a":
"The belief that the soul continues its existence after the
di ssolution of the body" -- after death -- "is a matter of
phi | osophi cal or theol ogi cal SPECULATI ON rat her than of sinple
faith, and is accordi ngly NONHERE TAUGHT I N HOLY SCRI PTURE" (from
article, "Imortality of the Soul").

Nowhere does the Bible say God created an "immortal soul” in
man!

Then where DID the Jews, Catholics and Protestants acquire
their present belief about the inmmrtality of the soul ?

I nherited from PAGANI SM

Here are the astounding words fromthis sanme article
expl ai ni ng where the doctrine of the inmmortality of the soul DD
originate: "The belief in the imortality of the soul cane to the
Jews fromcontact with Geek thought and chiefly through the
phi |l osophy of Plato, its principle exponent, who was led to it
t hrough Orphic and El eusinian nmysteries in which Babyl onian and
Egyptian views were strangely bl ended."

It cane fromthe PAGAN GREEK PHI LOSOPHERS who acquired it
from Egypt and Babyl on -- NOTI FROM THE BI BLE

Let us trace how the specul ati ons of the pagan world
regarding the soul's supposed inmortality surreptitiously crept
into the professing Christian church

The specul ati ons about the soul, renenber, entered the
western world FROM EGYPT. Herodotus, the fanmous Geek historian
who lived in the fifth century before Jesus, adnitted: "The
Egyptians were also the first that asserted that the soul of man
is imortal .... This opinion, sone anong the G eeks have at
different periods of time adopted as their own" ("Euterpe"
chapter 123).
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The G eeks adopted this doctrine fromthe pagan Egypti ans,
not fromthe Bible

It was Socrates, the G eek phil osopher and pervert, who
travel ed to Egypt and consulted the Egyptians on this very
teaching. After his return to Greece, he inparted the error to
Plato, his nost fanous pupil. Now conpare the present-day
doctrine of the churches with what Plato wote in his book, "The
Phaedo”. Plato wote: "The soul whose inseparable attribute is
life will never admit of life's opposite, death. Thus the soul is
shown to be immortal, and since imortal, indestructible.... Do
we believe there is such a thing as death? To be sure. And is
this anything but the separation of the soul and body? And being
dead is the attainment of this separation, when the soul exists
in herself and separate fromthe body, and the body is parted
fromthe soul. That is death.... Death is nerely the separation
of soul and body."

Sounds |ike the ordinary church catechism doesn't it? O
course! The DOCTRI NE was formul ated by Plato! -- not the apostle
Paul !

To Plato, the student and intimte acquai ntance of Socr ates,
death did not really nmean death! Rather, he conceived it to be
t he separation of the "soul"™ fromthe body.

You, too, were probably taught to assune this sane doctrine.
You were probably told it came straight fromthe Bible -- but it
did not! It cane out of pagan specul ation

After Plato came Aristotle who perpetuated the theory. Then
the Roman poet Virgil (70-19 B.C.) popul arized it throughout the
Roman wor | d.

Pagani sm Fal sely Labeled "Christian"

The introduction of this pagan superstition into the
churches was a gradual process lasting centuries. As the great
conspiracy spread, the early Catholic "fathers" becanme divided on
this subject. As late as 160 A.D., Justin, the
phi | osopher -t ur ned- pr of essi ng- Chri stian, wote: "But our Jesus
Christ, being crucified, and dead, and havi ng ascended to heaven,
rei gned; and by those things which were published in H s nane
anong all nations by the apostles, there is joy offered to those
who EXPECT the inmmortality prom sed by H m ("Ante-N cene
Fathers”, Vol. I, p. 176). The EARLY Cat holics KNEWthey D D NOT
HAVE i mortality within thensel ves! It was sonet hing they
expected to receive

But Catholic doctrine gradually changed. Here is what John
Nel son Dar by, |eader anong the "Plynmouth Brethren"” Church |ater

confesses: "l cannot show from Scripture that man is naturally
imortal. | can only deduce it. The idea of the inmmortality of
the soul has no source in the gospel; it cones, on the contrary,

fromthe Platonists, and it is just when the second com ng of
Christ was denied in the Church, or at |east began to be | ost
sight of, that the doctrine of the immortality of the soul cane
into replace that of the resurrection. This was about the tine
of Origen” (from"Lectures"”, Vol. 1V).

And who was Origen? A Catholic teacher in Al exandria, Egypt!
He joined the speculations of Plato with certain Bible doctrines
and cal l ed his phil osophy NEO PLATONISM Here is what Oigen
wote around 200 A.D.: "Souls are imortal, as Cod H nself is
eternal and imortal"! He professed to be a true "Platonist, who
believed in the imortality of the soul"™ ("Ante-N cene Fathers"”,
Vol . 1V, pp. 314, 402).
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Notice that Origen does not claimto be Christian in his
belief, but a Pl atonist!

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Egyptian relief carving. Two sons wail and | ament
the death of a |oved one. The Egyptians were the first people,
this side of the Flood, to believe in the separation of an
"immortal soul”™ fromthe body after death.

Anot her influential teacher at the close of the second
century was Tertullian of Phoenician North Africa. Here is what
this professing Christian descendant of Baal - worshi ping
Phoeni ci an ancestors wote: "For sone things are known, even by
nature: the imortality of the soul, for instance, is held by

many .... | may use, therefore the opinion of Plato, when he
declares: "EVERY SOUL IS | MMORTAL'" ("Ante-N cene Fathers", Vol.
11, p. 547).

NO BI BLE QUOTATI ON AS PROCF of an immortal soul -- only the

opi nion of Plato! | MAG NE PLATO, THE PAGAN PHI LOSOPHER,
SUPERSEDI NG THE TEACHI NG OF CHRI ST the Creator! Yet that is
exactly what happened!

But a few Catholic witers and teachers as late as the tine
of Constantine condemmed t he change in doctrine fromChrist to
Plato. Here is the clear testinmony of Arnobius against those who
were being "carried away with an extravagant opinion of
t hensel ves that souls are inmmortal .... WII you lay aside your
habi t ual arrogance, O nmen, who claim God as your Father, and
mai ntain that you are inmmortal just as He is?" (Vol. LV, p. 440).

After the time of Enperor Constantine -- who forced the
Cat holic Church on the Ronman Enpire -- Augustine of North Africa,
anot her writer of Phoenician extraction, "sanctified" the
doctrine of the inmmortality of the soul in his book, "The Cty of
God". Along cane other witers -- all under the influence of
Plato, Aristotle and Virgil -- who dom nated the phil osophy of
Western "Christian” theology during the early Mddl e Ages. Thomas
Aqui nas (about 1225-1274), ltalian scholastic teacher and
t heol ogi an, stanped the doctrine of the imortality of the sou
permanently on the Catholic Church. Fifty years later, Durante
Alighieri, popularly known as Dante, wote the i mensely fanous
poem "The Divine Conedy”, in which he pictured for the comon
peopl e the PAGAN CONCEPT OF HELL, PURGATORY and PARADI SE -- which
FALSE DOCTRI NES have been wi dely believed since that tine.

Fal se 1 dea | nposed by Roman Church

Just before the Protestant Refornmation broke out in Europe,
the Catholic Church inposed the death penalty on all who refused
to believe the pagan doctrine of the soul's imortality. At the
Lateran Council, held in 1513, this decree was issued:

"\Wher eas sonme have dared to assert concerning the nature of
the reasonabl e soul that it is nortal, we, with the approbation
of the SACRED COUNCI L, DO CONDEMN AND REPROBATE ALL THOSE WHO
ASSERT THAT THE | NTELLECTUAL SOUL IS MORTAL, seeing, according to
t he canon of Pope Cenment V, that the soul is ... immortal
and we decree that all who adhere to |ike erroneous assertions
shal | be shunned and PUNI SHED AS HERETI CS. "

Little wonder that the Protestant reforners found the people
unwi I ling to change their doctrines. The refornmers quickly took
t he popul ar road, rejected the faith once delivered for all tine



5

to the saints, and began to follow tradition -- Catholic
tradition which has its roots in pagan phil osophy and doctri nes
of denons!

And THAT IS WHY MOST OF YOU were reared to BELIEVE in the
| MMORTALI TY OF THE SOUL!

Now we give you the startling Catholic adm ssion about the
doctrine of the inmmortality of the soul: "It enshrines the
principles of ancient SPECULATI ON' ("The Catholic Encycl opedia”,
fromarticle "Soul ," p. 157).

Notice! The belief that man is essentially a spiritual sou
housed in a material body is derived from ANCI ENT PAGAN
SPECULATI ON!

The apostle Paul wote about this very kind of specul ation
"BEWARE | est any nman spoil you through PH LOSOPHY and vain
deceit, after the tradition of nen, after the rudinents" -- or
fundanmental concepts -- "of the world, and not after Christ"
(Col ossi ans 2:8).

The BI BLE CONDEMNS t he phil osophi ¢ SPECULATI ONS of the
pagans! -- AND THAT | NCLUDES THEI R DOCTRI NE THAT MAN | S AN
| MVORTAL SOUL | N A MATERI AL HOUSE OF FLESH!

The Original Protestant View

Even the ORIG NAL | eaders of the Protestant Reformation
recogni zed that the doctrine of the immortality of the soul did
not conme fromthe Bible. Martin Luther declared that it was the
Pope, not the Bible, who taught that "the soul is imortal"

(" Defense", proposition section 27).

The Catholic Cardinal Du Perron charged specifically that
"Luther held that the soul died with the body, and that God woul d
hereafter raise both the one and the other"” ("Historical View
p. 344).

How different were Luther's first teachings fromthe
Protestant doctrine today. Here are Luther's early views as
expressed about the year 1522:

"It is probable, in ny opinion, that, with very few
exceptions, indeed, the DEAD SLEEP | N UTTER | NSENSI BI LI TY TI LL
THE DAY OF JUDGMVENT ... On what authority can it be said that the
soul s of the dead may not sleep ... in the sane way that the
living pass in profound slunber the interval between their
downl ying at night and their uprising in the norning?" (From
"Mchelet's Life of Luther"”, Bohn's edition, p. 133.)

Luther's original teachings have never ceased to enbarrass
Prot est ant theol ogi ans who have since adopted the teachings of
anci ent PAGAN SPECULATI ON!

Wl liam Tyndale, the printer of the first New Testanent in

English, and one of the reformers, wote: "In putting departed
soul s in heaven, hell, or purgatory you destroy the argunents
wherewi th Christ and Paul prove the resurrection .... The true

faith putteth the resurrection; the HEATHEN phil osophers, denying
that, did put that souls did ever live. And the Pope joineth the
spiritual doctrine of Christ and the fleshly doctrine of the
phi | osophers together -- things so contrary that they cannot
agree .... And because the fleshly m nded Pope consenteth to
heat hen doctrine, therefore he corrupteth the Scripture to
establish it. If the soul be in heaven, tell nme what cause is
there for the resurrection?”

Even "Lange's Commentary” admits: "The doctrine of the
imortality of the soul, and the nanme, are alike unknown to the
entire Bible" (A shausen's comment on | Cor. 15:19, 20).
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Then why do nost Protestants today believe the doctrine of
the imortality of the soul ? Because they, too, have been
decei ved by the specul ations of the ancient pagan phil osophers!
The Bible is not the source of the religion of Protestants any
nore than of Catholics or Jews! Christianity today is little nore
than the name of Christ attached to the traditions and custons
and beliefs of the ancient PAGANS

Now is high tinme you opened your own Bible to see what the
Wrd of God has to say ABQUT THE SOUL -- about what man really
i s!

LESSON 14
God Reveal s What Man Real ly 1s!

Only one man has ever returned fromthe other side of the
dead and | eft an unchal | engeabl e record of what the other side of
death is like. That man is Jesus Christ! Ohers nay have
nmonentarily died on an operating table, or even been resurrected
fromthe dead -- but only Jesus Christ has left full and conplete
testimony of what death is and of what |ies beyond.

Jesus Christ is the Wrd of God, the Spokesman of God the
Supreme Creator. Unless He had reveal ed H s know edge to us, we
woul d have had no possible way to find out what man is, what
death is, and what lies beyond! And unless you accept H s
revel ati on of that know edge, you have NO basis what soever for
any knowl edge or belief as to what you really are!

No ot her book, besides the Bible, clains to be the recorded
reveal ed Wrd of the very Creator. Only the Bible has the
conpl ete and | NFALLI BLE record of Jesus Christ's testinony about
life and death.

Here are Christ's own words: "I amHe that |iveth, AND WAS
DEAD' -- Christ, then, has returned fromthe dead, conme back to
life to REVEAL what happened ON THE OTHER S| DE OF DEATH. "I am
alive for evernore," He continues, "and have the keys of hel
[ G eek "hades" -- the grave] and of death"” (Revelation 1:18).

Christ has the keys of the grave and of death. There is
not hing that can be hid fromH m or kept back fromH s al m ghty
power! He has ALL know edge; SCI ENCE can only reveal PART of the
truth Christ knows. Yet science can contribute sonething. \Wat do
experiments | ead scientists to believe?

SCI ENCE DEALS ONLY W TH MATERI AL SUBSTANCE -- natter, force
energy. Matter is either inorganic or organic -- dead or |iving.
Sci ence knows of no life apart frommatter, because science is
l[imted entirely to the material world that can be wei ghed and
measured -- what can be perceived by the five senses. Al that a
man can know NATURALLY IS MATERI AL

NO SCI ENTI FI C AUTHCORI TY BELI EVES THAT LI FE I N PLANTS OR
ANI MALS |'S A SEPARATE ENTI TY WHI CH MAY EXI ST APART FROM OR
QUTSI DE OF THAT PLANT OR ANI MAL. Not even the phil osophers of the
western world believe that.

Do YQU believe that the life of a plant is some nysterious
sonet hing that existed prior to the plant, then cane into the
matter that conposed the plant and gave it life and nade it grow?
-- and then at "death" |eaves the plant and continues to live
el sewhere possibly in another plant?

Do YOQU think there is some nysterious source of life in the
animals that |ives apart fromthe decayed carcass of an ani nal
after death?

Do YQU believe that man nmust necessarily have a different
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source of life than plants or animals? No. And neither does
sci ence.

Let's consider the undeni abl e evidence of science about what
life is.

Al living matter, in its sinplest form is protoplasm So
far as is known, every living material thing is conposed of
protopl asm and apart from protopl asm -- SEPARATE FROM pr ot opl asm
(of which HUMAN fl esh consists also!) -- there is no materi al
life manifested in either plants or animals. The point is that
the physical LIFE of man is manifested ONLY in protoplasm which
is a viscous, translucent substance conposing the nucl eus of
cells of both plants and ani mals, and al so nman

The next inportant contribution of science to the study of
what man is, is the LAWCOF BIOGENESIS. This is the scientific
denonstration that all living substance, or matter, arises only
from ot her substance already living. W discussed this in Lesson
11, page 6 of this Course. Life can cone only fromlife. Wen
life ceases, the plant or animal or nan becones dead matter --

i norganic matter.

Nothing is nore certainly proved by science than the utter
i npossibility of the reappearance of |ife whether of plant,
animal or man -- in a resurrection through any powers inherent
within matter. That is one of the reasons why SCH ENCE ASSUMES
there COULD BE NO RESURRECTI ON. Science | S ABLE TO OBSERVE ONLY
WHAT IS MATERIAL. Al living material is nortal matter -- matter
with a TEMPOCRARY EXI STENCE. Flesh is matter, and man is flesh!

VWhat about the doctrine of the immortality of the soul ? Wat
has science to say about it? NOTHI NG SCl ENCE HAS NEVER FOUND ANY
| MVORTAL SOUL W THI N MAN because there is no way for SCIENCE to
observe any such thing. There is no evidence in the entire realm
of scientific investigation of any such thing as an i mortal sou
that | eaves the body at death, and that departs with all the
store of know edge that has been accunulated in the lifetine of
the individual. Al that science has proved is that individuals
who have di ed on an operating table, and who have been revived
after a few m nutes through heart massage after quickly opening
t he chest, have known not hi ng about the intervening time! THEY
HAVE " GONE" NOWHERE! They nerely reawaken on the operating table
If too many minutes have el apsed, the deterioration of the brain
is so rapid that the person is thereafter deprived of sonme of his
thinking faculties, and of his store of previous know edge. But
certainly here is no evidence of any thinking soul being able to
exi st apart fromthe body!

PHOTO CAPTION: Artist's diagramof a typical cell. Al living
cells are made of "protoplasm"™ which sinply means "first form"
There is NO material life apart fromit.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Thi s worman "canme back"™ fromthe dead! She was
revived by heart massage and adrenalin after a fatal heart
attack. She had no "nenory" of anything during her 40-m nute
"bl ackout . "

SCI ENCE can reveal no nore than this. HUMAN PH LOSOPHY
cannot reveal even this much, because phil osophy has no way to
prove any of its specul ations apart fromthe tools of science.

ONLY THE BIBLE -- the Revelation of Jesus Christ -- CAN
REVEAL WHAT SCI ENCE | S UNABLE TO KNON Here is what the Bible



reveal s about WHAT MAN REALLY I S!

1. O what is man conposed, according to Jesus Christ? John
3:6, first part. Is man born of the flesh in this life? Then is
he FLESH? Since man is born of fleshly parents, he is NOT
conposed of SPIRIT.

COMMENT: Jesus here plainly points out that if we are born
of flesh, we CANNOT be conposed of spirit. The natural man, then,
is NOT conmposed of an | MMORTAL SPI RI TUAL SOUL in a body of nortal
flesh. He is conposed ENTIRELY of nortal flesh -- of protoplasm
and when that flesh or protoplasmdies, the MAN IS DEAD -- ALL OF
H M Sci ence proves that!

2. Was Jesus Christ born of the flesh? Romans 1:3. Then
Christ was conmposed of flesh, wasn't He? Conpare this with
Col ossians 1:22. Jesus certainly knew what flesh was -- because
he was conposed of fl esh!

3. Was Paul conposed of flesh? Romans 7:18. Was Paul a soul
CLOTHED in a body of flesh? -- or did Paul speak of hinself as
his flesh? Then is it not true the real Paul, the personality,
was flesh and not an imortal spirit?

4. Is the mind of the natural man also fleshly m nded?

Col ossi ans 2:18, last part.

How Man Was Created

CGod created the first man. God tells us how He did it so we
could know what we are. The one who did the work of creation was
Jesus Christ. (Col. 1:16.) Here is how He says He created nan:

1. Qut of what did God formnman? Cenesis 2:7. Notice that it
was the man -- NOI MERELY THE BODY -- that was fornmed! Does it
say that MAN was formed out of dust or out of SPIRIT?

2. Was nerely the BODY conposed of dust -- OR was THE MAN
conposed of dust? Genesis 3:19, last part. Whom does God address
in this verse -- the body, or the man? Then it is the man, not
nmerely the body, who is conposed of dust, isn't it?

3. What was to happen to man? Gen. 3:19, last part. Wio was
to return to dust, the body or THE MAN? Does God say "thy body"
shall return to dust, or "THOQU' -- THE CONSCI QUS MAN -- shall
return to dust -- which?

4. After God had formed the lifeless nan and nade every cell
in his body, what did God do to make the man ALIVE? Genesis 2:7,
m ddl e part of verse. Did God breathe sonething into man's
nostrils? What was it that He BREATHED | NTO t he man?

COMMENT: God breathed into the man "the breath of life" --
the AIR or WND that gave the man life! It does NOI say the man
had an i nmortal soul because God breathed one into the man! It
was breath -- the sanme breath we breathe today -- that inparted
life to the first man. God blew air or wind into the man's | ungs
t hrough the nostrils, and the man |ived!

5. Is the sane breath of |ife passing through the nostrils
of the animals and fow and rodents? CGenesis 7:21-22. Then the
source of LIFE of man, of animals and of birds is the SAVE breath
of LIFE, isn't it? Since there is no inmortal soul inparting life
to the animals and to the fow of the air, therefore, there is no
imortal soul inparting life to man, is there?

6. What happens if living flesh is deprived of the breath of
life? Psalm104: 29, last part. Do they die? Do THEY -- or only
their bodies -- return to the dust? Sane verse.

7. What does Psal m 146:4 reveal about the life of man? What
isit that returns to the earth when the breath |leaves? Is it
only the body -- or is it the man -- "he"? ALL of hin? What
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happens to man's thoughts when death overtakes nman? Sane verse,
| ast part. Do his thoughts continue to exist in an inmortal sou
-- or do his thoughts PERI SH? Does PERI SH nean to exist forever,
or to CEASE to exist? (Look up the neaning in your dictionary.)

Man |S a Mortal Soul

1. When CGod had breathed -- blown -- air or breath into the
man's nostrils, what did the man Adam becone? Genesis 2:7, |ast

part.

COMMENT: The original Hebrew word here translated "soul" is
"nephesh”. "Young's Concordance" defines it as a "breathing
creature.” "Strong's Concordance" also defines it as a "breathing
creature, i.e. animal." In Genesis 1:21, 24; 2:19; 9:10, 12, 15,

16 and Leviticus 11:46 the same word "nephesh” IS transl ated
"creature” when referring to animals. And so man is a creature;
MAN IS A SCUL. ANI MALS ARE creatures or SOULS, too! Notice the
same word "nephesh” 1S translated as "dead body" or "the dead" in
Lev. 19:28; 21:1; 22:4; Num 5:2; 6:11 and 9:6, 7, 10. THE SOUL
THEN, 1S ANI MAL LI FE, SUBJECT TO DECAY AND DEATH. I T IS NOT

| MMORTAL.

The SOUL IS COWOSED OF THE DUST of the ground -- it is
material, not spiritual. It is matter. Wen the man BREATHES, he
is a LIVING soul . Wien nan ceases to breathe, he becones a
non-living or dead soul. That's what your Bible reveals!

2. Can the soul die? Ezekiel 18:4 and 20. If the soul were
imortal, it could not die, could it? Then the soul is plainly
MORTAL, isn't it? Job 4:17.

COMMVENT: Since the soul is nortal, and man is a soul, then
man i s MORTAL -- subject to DEATH. That is why the Scripture
calls a human bei ng "MORTAL MAN."

3. Was Adam subject to death? Genesis 2:17, |last part. Was
it the body only that would die, or was it the conscious nan --
Adam -- "thou" -- that would die?

4. Does the sane thing happen to nmen that happens to beasts?
Eccl. 3:19. What one thing befalls both man and beast alike? Same

verse. Why? -- because they all have the same TEMPORARY source of
life, the breath of air? Do nen and aninals all breathe air from
t he sane source? Wen it cones to physical life, man has no

preem nence above a beast, does he?

5. Do all go to the sane place at death? Eccl. 3:20. Does
this include ALL -- nmen and ani mal s alike? Wien an ani mal dies,
it is dead; SO DIES MAN al so. When man dies, he is conpletely
dead, too.

6. What is it that all nen and aninals return to? Sane
verse. Do they ALL return to dust? Does this verse say that only
the body returns to dust? Was it only the body, or was it the
ENTI RE CONSCI QUS MAN t hat was originally made of dust? Gen. 3:19
Since the man, and not nerely the body, is conposed of dust, then
it is the man who dies and returns to dust, isn't it? Eccl
3:19-20. Is this passage a part of Scripture? How nmuch of
Scripture is given by inspiration? Il Tinmothy 3:16. Then this
passage in Ecclesiastes IS INSPIRED, isn't it?

COMMENT: Some contend that this passage in Ecclesiastes is
merely what SOLOMON t hought, but that it is not the truth. The
Bible plainly proves this idea fal se

7. Now what does Ecclesiastes 3:21 ask? Does this verse make
a positive statenment, or does it rather ask a question?

COMMENT: Notice that in this place the Bible refers to
"spirit" as comon to both man and beast. This word "spirit”
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cones fromthe Hebrew word "ruach" and is translated 28 tines as
"breath": for exanple, in Genesis 6:17; 7:15, 22; Lamentations
4:20. The same word is translated 90 times as "wind" in the King
Janes Version. It is the "breath" which is common to both nen and
animals. Notice that regarding this breath both men and ani nal s
di e the sane death.

8. Does Sol onbn answer the question he asked in Eccl. 3:217
Turn to Eccl. 12:7 for the answer. Does this Scripture plainly
say that the conscious man -- conposed of dust -- shall return to
the earth agai n? And what happens to the spirit -- or breath --
that was breathed into the nan? Does it return to God who gave
it? When did God give it originally to the first man? Gen. 2:7.

COMMENT: While a man is still alive, the Bible speaks of his
breath as being in the hand of God -- "In whose hand is the sou
["nephesh", material, physical life] of every living thing, and
t he BREATH of all mankind" (Job 12:10). In other words, when a
man di es, whether he be w cked or righteous, he gives up his
BREATH to God agai n.

9. Is man like the beasts that PERI SH? Psal m 49: 12.

VWhat |Is the LIFE of Man?

MAN IS A living, BREATH NG nortal creature -- a NEPHESH, or
[iving soul, in whose nostrils is air, sonetinmes m stransl ated
"spirit." Let us understand the function of the breath of air
that goes into your lungs. The blood flows through the wall of
the lungs on the way back to the heart, as it is punped through
the veins and arteries of the body. The breath of air, upon
contact with the surface of the lungs, gives up oxygen. This
oxygen is absorbed into the bl oodstream and is quickly burned up
in creating the energy needed to keep up body heat and ot her
functions of the internal organs and nuscles. The LIFE OF MAN | S
IN THE BLOOD, and the bl ood needs the breath of Iife to keep the
body active and alive.

1. WHERE DOES THE LI FE OF ALL LI VI NG CREATURES RESI DE?
Genesis 9:4. Is the life of man and animals found in the
BLOODSTREAM? -- or in an imortal soul ?

2. Do we find the sanme definition of life in Leviticus 17:11
and 147

3. Does Deut. 12:23 corroborate this?

COMMENT: I n these verses, the Hebrew word NEPHESH i s
translated "life."” The word NEPHESH or soul, then, can nean
ei ther the FLESHLY PART of man or the LIFEBLOCD of nman

4. Did Christ nake H's soul an offering for sin? Isaiah
53:10. How did He acconplish this? Verse 12.

COMMENT: Christ gave Hinself for our sins (I Cor. 15:3) --
of fered up His soul or body to be crucified, and allowed H s
lifeblood or soul to be poured out! (Be sure to request your copy
of the FREE article, "Did Christ Die of a Broken Heart?")

5. When a person dies -- becones |lifeless -- what happens to
hi n? Eccl esi astes 9:5. How nuch do the dead know?

COMMENT: Since the dead are not conscious of anything, then
man is NOT born with an immortal soul which would be aware of
t hi ngs happening around it after man's fleshly body dies.

6. Are those who have died able to praise God? Psal m 115:17.
Does this sound |ike what npost of you have been taught in the
churches? Do the churches really believe and teach the Bi bl e?

7. Is there any renmenbrance of God in death? Psalm 6:5.

COWMVENT: DEATH is the OPPCSI TE OF LIFE. Death is the
CESSATI ON OF LI FE.
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Is Man Merely an Aninmal ?

1. Since both nmen and animals maintain their norta
exi stence by the very sane breath -- and since both nmen and
animals die the sane death -- is man MERELY AN ANI MAL? Isn't nman
created in the imge of God? Gen. 1:26-27. Is man to rule over
all other creatures? Verse 26

2. Wre animals created in God's image or weren't they
created each after its own kind? Gen. 1:21, 24, 25.

3. What is it that nakes man different fromthe animals --
the lower creatures of the earth that God created? Was man to be
made in the image and |ikeness of God? Did God, then, create a
nortal being -- a man -- after Hs own kind -- the God kind? Gen
1: 26- 27.

COMMENT: The Hebrew words of Gen. 1:26-27 reveal God's great
pl an and ulti mate purpose for mankind! When God nol ded Adam of
t he dust, Adam was shaped in the "likeness" -- the outward form
and shape -- of God Hinself! God didn't formany of the other
creatures He had created to be a clay replica of Hinself. This
uni que form and shape was SPECI ALLY G VEN TO MAN ALONE

Noti ce what el se God gave man at creation! "God said, Let us
make man in OQUR IMAGE ... " The Hebrew words here indicate nore
than nmerely the outward form and shape of God -- H s |ikeness --
FAR MORE! The inage of God refers to Hs M ND AND CHARACTER! No
ani mal was ever given the gift of mnd power! It is this very
special attribute of mnd and character that separates nen from
ani mal s!

Man 1S NOT A MERE AN MAL

Ani mal s have only the brain -- fantastically intricate brain
with a degree of menory and instinct -- which God created for
each kind of animal. BUT ANI MALS DO NOT HAVE THE POTENTI AL OF
M ND AND CHARACTER GOD CREATED ONLY FOR MAN.

Noti ce the great difference.

Ani mal s have brains as well as humans. Yet aninmals DO NOT
HAVE TRUE REASONI NG THI NKI NG M NDS

Animal s follow habit patterns in their feeding, nesting,

m gration, and reproduction -- by INSTINCT. This instinct which
God created in their brains is set like a clock to cause themto
react | NVOLUNTARI LY.

For exanpl e, thousands of birds flock south as w nter
approaches in the northern hem sphere each year w thout KNOW NG
VWHY, without planning ahead an itinerary of stops. Yet at a given
signal -- like the alarmof a clock -- they |eave their sumrer
feeding grounds in the North and travel thousands of mles south.
Scientists don't fully understand WHY -- they can nerely observe
the operation of this animal instinct which God created. Each
species of bird -- each kind God created -- has different
instinctive patterns, builds different nests, feeds on different
foods, and mgrates in different ways at different tines to
di fferent places. None of these actions are planned by aninmals
however; they are nerely the reaction Almghty God built into the
instinct of each creature at creation.

But MAN i s DI FFERENT!

Man is able to see -- to perceive and understand -- various
ways to do any one thing. Man can reason from nenorized facts and
know edge, draw concl usi ons, make decisions, will to act
according to a thought-out plan

Each man may build a different house, eat different foods --
live an entirely different way of l[ife fromevery other. If a man
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wants to change his way of life HE CANl Man is not subject to
instinct, governed by a set of pre-determ ned natural principles,
as are aninals.

Man can CHOOSE -- HE HAS FREE MORAL AGENCY! He can devise
codes of norals and exercise self-discipline. Man can originate
i deas and eval uate scientific know edge because he has a M ND
which is made in the "image" of God's own m nd! Man can devi se,
plan, and bring his plan to fruition -- because he has sone of
the sane creative powers God Hinsel f has! BUT MAN S PONERS ARE
LI M TED NOW

The attributes of mnd and character nake man God's uni que
physi cal creation. God has shared sone of H's own qualities --
the image of His mind -- with man -- and expects man to devel op
the | MAGE of GOD S PERFECT HOLY CHARACTER

That is the wonderful purpose God is working out here bel ow

God gave nman the ability to choose right fromwong -- and
conmmands man to choose RI GHT! By constantly choosing God' s ways
-- making the right decisions God Hi nself would make man can
devel op the very character inmage of Al mghty God!

This is what man was designed to becone at creation. This is
t he wonderful reason why man was made different from ani mals, and
given -- IN A LIMTED WAY -- sonme of the very attributes of Cod!

God's plan is to nake of man -- now only a CLAY nodel of the
God kind -- partakers of God's Oamn Divine Nature! CGod is
reproducing hinself IN MAN -- and man will someday be elevated to
the God Kl ND!

To understand nore of God's wonderful purpose for nmankind,
you should wite imrediately for the free booklet, "Wy Were You
Born?" The purpose for human life is the heart and core of
Christ's Gospel. No wonder those who couldn't understand Hi s
message accused H m of BLASPHEMY!

The Spirit in Man

1. Since man has no immortal soul within himwhich |ives on
apart fromhis body after his death -- man IS a soul -- does the
Bi bl e speak el sewhere of A SPIRIT IN MAN? | Cor. 2:9-14. Notice
especially verse 11.

2. Is this spirit the man hinself -- or is it sonething that
is in the man? Verse 11.

3. Does God formthis spirit WTH N each human bei ng? Zech.
12: 1.

COMMENT: This spirit is NOI THE MAN -- it is sonething that
is INthe man. Connected with the physical brain (matter) of the
man, it forms human MND. It nerely inparts man's uni que power of
intellect and personality.

Sat an does not represent this spirit as nerely sonething
that is INthe MAN. Satan palnmed it off as an imortal soul.
Satan | ed people to believe this spirit IS the man, not sonething
INthe man. Satan then led nmen to believe the BODY is nerely the
HOUSE in which the MAN (falsely represented as an i mortal soul)
dwel I s.

The spirit that is IN a nman has no consci ousness OF | TSELF.
It cannot KNOW apart fromthe physical brain. It cannot SEE, of
itself. Coupled with the brain, it can see only through the
physi cal eye. It cannot hear w thout the human ear.

PROOF: A blind nman has this human spirit INhim-- but it
sees NOTHING This spirit is IN a deaf man. But he cannot hear,

t hough he has full powers of M ND ot herwi se.
Since this spirit cannot see without a functioning physical
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eye, nor hear without a properly functioning physical ear, in a
LIVING man, it nost certainly cannot see or hear apart froma
DEAD nman.

Neither can it KNOWor THI NK apart fromthe physical brain
By a physical drug the physical brain may be rendered

unconsci ous. This drug cannot affect the spirit in the man -- yet
he KNOAS NOTHI NG while the brain is rendered unconsci ous, even
though his spirit is still in him

Thus, as the Bible plainly says, dead nen "know not
anything." This spirit is not the man. It is nerely sonething IN
hi mwhi ch inmparts intellect or MND power to the brain. It is NOT
a ghost. It is spirit ESSENCE. It is merely an ingredi ent added
to the brain which produces human MND. It is a HUMAN spirit. The
MAN with this spirit can know only PHYSICAL things. It requires
the addition of ANOTHER Spirit -- God's HOLY Spirit -- to open
the human mnd to conprehension of spiritual things (I Cor
2:9-10).

@GOD says that what canme fromthe dust was the MAN. Satan
deceives nen into believing that what came fromthe ground was
NOT the MAN, but the HOUSE in which the man dwells -- the GARMVENT
the MAN wears -- the PRI SON which holds the "imortal soul™”
captive

Jesus Christ said, "That which is born of the flesh [matter
fromthe ground] IS FLESH [matter from dust]."” Nowhere does the
Bible say man IS a spirit. It says man is nortal. It says the
soul that sins shall DI E

Jesus Christ said man may be BORN AGAIN -- next tine, born
of GOD, who is a SPIRIT (John 3:3-7). THEN, He said, we shall BE
SPIRIT. But now we are FLESH Christ cane to reveal the HOPE of
humanity -- to be BORN of GOD, by a resurrection fromthe dead.
Born into the very GOD FAM LY. That is what salvation is! Satan
has blinded a deceived world fromthis GREAT HOPE! He seeks to
destroy all this, deceiving nmen into believing man is already
immortal -- an "imortal soul" that can't die -- could not be
resurrected fromthe DEAD

Thus Satan seeks to destroy the Gospel

Satan represents the "spirit in man" as being, itself, the
consci ous MAN. The true FACT is, the "spirit IN man" nmerely
imparts certain characteristics to the physical BRAIN

4. \What does the spirit in man add to man's brain? | Cor
2:11.

COMMENT: It is this spirit that is IN nman, which, added to
material BRAIN, gives this human brain the functions of M ND. But
this Scripture PLAINLY says that this spirit is nerely sonething
that is INthe MAN. It is NOT the MAN

This spirit IN man cannot, of itself, see anything. The
human BRAI N SEES t hrough t he human physical EYE. It hears through
t he physical ear. The spirit in man cannot know, or think, or
remenber, OF ITSELF. O itself, it has no consciousness. It
nmerely | MPARTS human m nd- powers and personality to the human
br ai n.

A man dies, and in that very day his thinking stops, his
t hought s cease (Psal m 146:4). Dead people are totally unconscious
-- they know nothing (Eccl. 9:5). At death, this spirit has no
consci ousness -- it SLEEPS (I Cor. 11:30; 15:51; | Thes. 4:14).

But this spirit is NOT the "soul." That which God formed out
of material dust becane the soul! THE SOUL IS MATERI AL -- NOT
SPI RI TUAL.

This HUVAN spirit inparts to the human brain the power of
M ND. Wthout it, no man coul d conprehend HUVMAN know edge WH CH
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IS WHOLLY PHYSI CAL AND MATERI AL KNOALEDGE. Thi s know edge is
confined to that which enters the mnd through the five sensory
channel s. But such a mind STILL cannot conprehend spiritual
know edge.

5. How, then, can man know and understand SPI Rl TUAL t hi ngs?
| Cor. 2:11. Be sure to read this verse in its context.

COMMENT: Spiritual things cannot be seen with the eye, heard
with the ear, felt with the hands. The greatest mnds --
scientific, philosophical mnds -- cannot really come to know and
understand SPI RI TUAL truths.

Just as no animal BRAIN, without this human SPIRIT that is
IN MAN, can have M ND and conprehensi on of PHYSI CAL knowl edge on
t he HUMAN pl ane; even so, no HUMAN M ND can have conprehensi on of
spiritual things on the D VINE plane, unless or until the HOY
SPIRIT of GOD has been inparted to this human m nd.

Sat an has decei ved the whole world into counterfeiting this
human spirit, and representing it as an immortal soul. THAT IS
SATAN S LI E!

How to Receive Eternal Life

Man is a physical being, POSSESSI NG ONLY PHYSI CAL LIFE. If
man is to live forever SO HE CAN CLAIM THE PROM SES MADE TO
ABRAHAM he nust acquire ETERNAL |ife. But how?

1. Is eternal life a GFT that God nmust bestow upon nman?
Romans 6: 23.

2. What did Jesus answer the young man who asked how to
obtain this gift of eternal life? Matthew 19:17. Is keeping God's
commandnent s a requirenent?

3. |Is obedience to God necessary in order to receive the
Holy Spirit -- the POAER which inparts to us the gift of eternal
life? Conpare Acts 5:32 with Acts 2:38. Notice also Rom 8:11.

COMMENT: Even though we obey God while conposed of earthly
fl esh, that obedi ence does not earn or inpart eternal life.
ohedience is a CONDITION to continued receipt of the Holy Spirit
(incorrectly translated "Holy Ghost") -- the POAER by which we
are raised fromthe dead to eternal life -- to immortality! (I
Cor. 15:44, 50-54.)

We nust be raised fromthe dead. W nust be born again --
born of God who is Spirit (John 4:24) in order to gain
imortality.

4. \Wen we are raised fromthe dead and born -- born again
from above -- of what are we to be conposed -- of spirit? John
3:6. How does this conmpare with | Corinthians 15: 44- 467

COMVENT: BEING BORN OF THE SPIRIT I'S NOT A REFORM NG OF AN
| MVORTAL SOUL we are now supposed to possess -- but a NEW BI RTH.
That is the reason Jesus said, "Ye nust be born again" (John
3:7). You must be raised fromthe dead. Through a resurrection,
and simul taneously BEING BORN OF THE SPIRIT, YOU WLL then HAVE a
body of spirit -- ETERNALLY LIVING Spirit -- and NOT one of
fleshly protoplasm subject to death! You will be born as an
imortal spirit into THE VERY FAMLY OF GOD (Eph. 3:15 and Heb.
12:9).

Only God I's Imortal!

Many still twist all of these Bible passages about death and
apply themto the body, clinging to the pagan idea that they now
possess an immortal soul. Let us notice how the Bible uses the
words "inmmortal " and "imortality."
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1. Wiere is the only place in the Bible that the word
"imortal " appears? | Tinmothy 1:17.

COMMVENT: This verse refers to Jesus Christ, the world's
com ng King, who was nmade i mortal and very God through a
resurrection to eternal life.

2. According to | Tinothy 6:16, who has inmmortality

i nherently -- God or man?
3. Who brought to MANKIND t he knowl edge of how to achieve
eternal life and immortality? Il Tinothy 1:10. Does this verse

indicate that immrtality is sonething man al ready has? Through
what was immortality brought to light? Same verse. Isn't the
Cospel, then, the good news about how to gain imortality?

4. Is imortality to be sought for? Romans 2:7. Is eterna
life a FREE A FT bestowed on those who seek for immortality? Same
verse and Rom 6:23

5. Now turn to | Corinthians 15:53 and 54. Do these two
verses say that man is immortal already? What nust man PUT ON?
VWhen will man be clothed with imortality? Verse 52. Is this the
time of the resurrection? | Thes. 4:16.

6. Did David, King of Israel, ascend to heaven as an
i Mmortal soul when he died? Acts 2:29 and 34. Has any nan, except
Christ, ascended to heaven? John 3:13. WI| David becone imorta
when raised fromthe dead at the resurrection? Jerem ah 30:9.

COMMENT: Some, at this point, will think of Enoch and Elijah
and assune that they prove that man has an imortal soul. If you
have not read the truth about Enoch and Elijah, wite in
i medi ately for our free booklet, "Were Are Enoch and Elijah?"
You will be astounded at the answer!

7. Did David prophesy of the resurrection of Christ? Acts
2:30-31. What was David's specific prophecy? Verses 27 and 31
Does not this prove that the resurrection was denonstrated by the
fact that Christ's soul was not left in hell?

COMVENT: The resurrection of Christ involved the

resurrection of Hs soul -- is BODY -- fromthe grave. The G eek
word "psuche", translated "soul” and "life" in the King James
Version, has the same neaning as the Hebrew word "nephesh”. It
was the "psuche" or soul -- the body of Christ after his
lifeblood was spilled -- that was buried. That is what was
resurrected! Fromwhere? From"hell." But what does "hell" nean?

The pl ace where Christ's body was buried! The grave or sepul chre.
See John 19:41-42 and 20:4. A full explanation of the subject of
hell will appear in the next | esson of the Correspondence Course!

Wiy a Resurrection?

If man were an immortal soul in a material body -- and if
the death of the body rel eases the soul -- then there would be no
need for a resurrection to immortal life. Man would nerely

CONTI NUE living after death. But THE VERY FACT THAT THE BI BLE
TEACHES THE RESURRECTI ON FROM THE DEAD | S PCSI Tl VE PROOF THAT MAN
HAS NO | MMORTAL SOUL. Here is further proof from your Biblel

1. IF Christ had not risen fromthe dead, would our faith be
all in vain? | Cor. 15:14. Why? Verse 17. And what has happened
to those who already are dead in their graves, if Christ is STILL
dead? Verse 18. Have they PERI SHED f orever?

2. However, did Christ H nself warn that the unregenerate,
or unrepentant, man is to perish? John 3:16 and Luke 13:3, 5. If
man were an imortal soul, could he actually perish? -- or would
he still keep on living? Isn't it plain that the word "perish"
means to CEASE LI VI NG?
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3. Notice the exanple of Adam Was he pernmitted to eat the
fruit of the "tree of [eternal] life" after he sinned? Gen
3:22-24, especially last part of verse 22.

4. Wul d Adam and Eve have naturally lived forever as
imortal souls, or would eternal |ife have come as a consequence
of partaking of something NOT | NHERENT in thensel ves? Gen. 3:22.

5. How did the Devil deceive Eve? Cenesis 3:4. Isn't this
the sane lie which is being preached today as the doctrine of the
imortality of the soul -- saying man already has eternal life
i nherent within hinself? Then is the Devil actually the
originator of this false doctrine?

COMMENT: The "tree of life" synbolized the way to eterna
life the Holy Spirit. If Adam woul d have eaten of -- partaken of
-- the fruit of that tree, rather than of the forbidden tree, he
woul d have received the Holy Spirit which is the very life of
God.

Adam was created i nconplete. He was created to need the Holy
Spirit of God in order to live forever. Adam however, had to
choose whether or not he would accept the free gift of the Holy
Spirit. He chose NOT to receive the Holy Spirit by di sobeyi ng God
and was thereafter cut off fromaccess to the tree of lifel Here
is yet another proof that no man has eternal |ife I NHERENT within
hi nsel f.

6. Job once asked the question, "If a nman die, shall he live
agai n?" (Job 14:14.) Wiat was Job's answer to his own question?
Same verse

7. Did Job speak of a CHANGE that was yet com ng? What was
that change? I Cor. 15:51-53. Wien will it take place?

8. When that change cones, what will Job, David and al
those in the resurrection be |like? Psalm17:15. WII we be |like
God in the resurrection? Is God spirit? Are we to be conposed of
spirit then? | Cor. 15:44. Conpare this with I John 3:2-3. Are we
to be like Christ? Is Christ now conposed of spirit? Il Cor
3:17.

9. At the resurrection, who will HEAR the voice of the Son
of God? John 5:25. Are immortal souls going to hear it, or are
t he DEAD going to hear?

COMVENT: The dead cannot hear unless there is a
RESURRECTI ONl' The dead are pictured as being ASLEEP I N THEI R
GRAVES, awaiting the day of the resurrection. Notice Jesus' words
when descri bing the death of Lazarus, the brother of Mary and

Martha: " 'OUR FRI END LAZARUS SLEEPETH;, But | go, that | nay
AWAKE H M QUT OF SLEEP.' Then said his disciples, 'Lord, if he
sl eep, he shall do well.' Howbeit JESUS SPAKE OF H S DEATH but
t hey thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. Then
said Jesus unto themplainly, 'Lazarus is dead" " (John
11:11-14).

Death is described as a sl eep because THE DEAD ARE NOT
CONSCI QUS. Notice the plain evidence of Scripture: "And many of
themthat SLEEP IN THE DUST of the earth shall awake" (Dani el
12:2). "And the graves were opened; and many bodi es of THE SAI NTS
VWHI CH SLEPT arose" (Mat. 27:52). "And when thy days be
fulfilled," said God to David, "and thou shalt SLEEP with thy
fathers ..." (1l Sanuel 7:12).

DEATH | S described as a SLEEP over 36 tinmes in the Bible
when referring to the kings of Israel and Judah! "David SLEPT
with his fathers"” (I Kings 2:10). Notice that it does not say
"the body slept, but the soul was conscious.” It plainly says,
"DAVID slept." |IT WAS THE CONSCI QUS PERSON WHO FELL ASLEEP I N
DEATH!
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In the follow ng verses the sanme expression is used to
descri be death. Look each one up and see for yourself that death
is asleep! I Kings 11:21, 43 and 14:20, 31 and 15:8, 24 and

16: 6, 28 and 22:40, 50; Il Kings 8:24 and 10:35 and 13:9, 13 and
14: 16, 22, 29 and 15:7, 22, 38 and 16:20 and 20: 21 and 21:18 and
24:6; |11 Chronicles 9:31 and 12:16 and 14:1 and 16: 13 and 21:1

and 26:2, 23 and 27:9 and 28:27 and 32: 33 and 33: 20.

CERTAI NLY HERE | S EVI DENCE THAT THE DEAD ARE NOT CONSCI QUS
THE UNCONSCI OQUS SPI RIT ESSENCE | N EACH MAN AND WOVAN -- " THE
SPIRIT IN MAN' -- SLEEPS

10. When the dead hear the voice of the Son of God at the
resurrection, where will they come from-- heaven? John 5:28-29.
O will they conme out of their graves? If they conme out of their
graves, that is where they nmust have been! Notice that these
verses do NOT say that the souls descend from heaven and join the
bodies -- rather the dead cone to life through a resurrection and
| eave their graves to join Christ (I Thes. 4:17).

11. When that | NSTANTANEOQUS CHANGE cones at the
resurrection, are we to be clothed with - TO PUT ON - SPIRI T?
Cor. 15:51-53 and Il Cor. 5:1-5 1Is this spirit eternal? Last part
of Il Cor. 5:1 and Il Cor. 4:18. Does the spirit which wll
conpose us at the resurrection cone down from heaven? Notice I
Cor. 5, verse 2. If we have been begotten of the Holy Spirit,
after repenting, believing, and being baptized, do we even now
have the "earnest” of the spirit? Il Cor. 5:5.

COMMENT: The "earnest” of the spirit nmeans a small portion
of spirit given by God to bind H's bargain with us that He will
finally give us eternal life. See a dictionary for the ful
definition of the word "earnest."

12. Unless we have the Holy Spirit abiding in us, have we
any right to be called Christ's or Christians? Romans 8:9.

13. If the Holy Spirit dwells in us, will it be the agent by
whi ch God qui ckens, or nmakes alive, our nortal bodies at the
resurrection? Rom 8:11. If we are begotten and led by the Spirit
of God, what are we? Verse 14-15.

VWhen Did Paul Expect to Be with Christ?

There are some who believe that when Christians die they go
i medi ately to heaven to be with Christ. They claimPaul's
statement in Philippians 1:23-24 as supposed proof. Let us study
these verses, to see if they overthrow all the rest of Scripture
and teach that man is an immortal soul after all.

1. Did Paul have a desire to be with Christ? Phil. 1:23.
Shoul d all Christians have the sane desire?

2. But does this verse state WHERE Paul would go and WHEN he
woul d be with Christ? No! There is not one word here nentioni ng
heaven as the place Paul wanted to be, nor is there one word
saying that Paul would be with Christ | MVED ATELY. Peopl e read
these ideas into the Bible, but they are not therel

3. Did Paul expect to be with Christ after he was "offered"
-- KILLED? Il Tinmothy 4:6-8. Was the tinme of Paul's DEATH then at
hand? Wat did he expect to receive from Christ when he woul d
meet Hin? Verse 8. Wien did he expect to receive this crown? What
"day" is Paul referring to? -- the day i mediately after his
death, or the day of the resurrection? Last part of verse 8.
Isn't the time of Christ's appearing plainly the tinme of the
resurrection?

4. When Christ returns, will He bring Hs rewards with H m
to give to those who are resurrected? Isaiah 40: 10 and Revel ation
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22:12.

5. When are all the Christians to neet the Lord? | Thes.
4:16-17.

COMMENT: Those who are dead in their graves are not
consci ous; they have no know edge of passing time. The very next
nonment in their consciousnesses will be the time of the
resurrection! That is why Paul wote in Il Corinthians 5:9-10:
"Wherefore we | abour, that, whether present [alive in the flesh]
or absent [dead in the grave], we may be accepted of Hm"

When?

Verse 10 tells! At the judgnment when Christ returns. That is
when Paul expects to receive the reward of his |abors! See Il
Tinmothy 4:1. Proof of a conscious inmmortal soul ? No! Proof,
rather, of the RESURRECTION, and of the "spirit in man" which
sl eeps until the resurrection.

Can the Soul Be Destroyed?

One final scripture is frequently quoted in an attenpt to
support the ERRONECQUS doctrine of the imortality of the soul.
That scripture is Matthew 10: 28. Open your Bible to this verse
and read it.

1. According to Matthew 10:28, is the soul sonething that
can be DESTROYED? Then doesn't Jesus plainly show that the "SOUL"
'S NOT | MMORTAL? Let's understand exactly what Jesus is talking
about .

2. Aren't Christians to reckon thensel ves as al ready being
SYMBOLI CALLY DEAD t hrough wat er baptisn? Rom 6:4 and 11.

3. Is the "old man" -- the OLD SINFUL LIFE OR SOUL -- TO
HAVE BEEN CRUCIFIED with Christ? Rom 6:3-6. Is this old carnal
m nd, the CARNAL ATTI TUDE, the carnal self or soul, to be
reckoned as figuratively having DIED with Christ? Verse 8.

COMMENT: When a person repents of his sins, God requires him
to FI GURATI VELY KILL his own old sinful soul, or life, by being
i mersed, or baptized -- BURIED -- in water.

4. Since CHRI STI ANS HAVE ALREADY RECKONED THEI R SI NFUL LI VES
-- OR THEIR SOULS -- AS DEAD with Christ, is the body the only
remai ning thing which nmen can kill? Mat. 10:28. Let's understand
the full significance of this scripture.

COMMENT: Men can kill the body. But they cannot touch the
SPIRIT IN MANl' The "soul" that men cannot kill is also synmbolic
of the BEGOTTEN SPIRI TUAL LIFE of a Christian. Notice how

The m nd of a new convert is begotten at conversion by the
Spirit of God. A NEWSPIRITUAL |ife actually begins! But the
Spirit of God is NOT ANOTHER CONSCI OQUSNESS; it is spiritual life
fromGod that joins with the human spirit IN the man and converts
the conscious mnd into a "new creature” -- or CREATION -- with
the potential of eternal life.

Most peopl e do not understand the nmeaning of the word
"conversion." It is a CHEMCAL term It nmeans "to change the
nature of ." In other words, the Spirit of God, which is added to
your m nd when you repent and surrender your life to Hm 1S THE
AGENT BY WHI CH YOUR CARNAL M ND IS TO BE CHANGED | NTO A SPI RI TUAL
M ND -- CHANGED from a being of corruptible flesh with a carnal
mnd | NTO A SPIRITUAL BEING -- ACTUALLY COWPCSED OF SPIRIT, with
the power of an endless life! Conversion, then, ultimtely neans
much nore than a change of attitude. It includes a change in
conposition -- A CHANGE FROM PHYSI CAL MATTER TO | MMORTAL SPI RI T!

But this change does not take place all at once. It BEQ NS
WHEN YOU BECOVE BEGOITEN by the Spirit of God. In this |ife what
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is changed is your attitude, your character, your mnd s outl ook
on life. It is NOT UNTIL THE RESURRECTI ON THAT YOU ARE TO BE
COVPLETELY CONVERTED into spirit. It is at the resurrection that
this conversion is finally conpleted!

At death your conscious self dies. Your m nd ceases to think
(Eccl. 9:5). But the power or Spirit of God that begot the new

spiritual life within you is reserved in heaven and will recreate
your m nd and your character fromthe MOLD of your human spirit
whi ch has been asl eep. For those still alive at the nonment of
Christ's return, the power of God will quicken or make imort al
their nortal bodies. That new spiritual |ife now begotten within
you -- if you have truly been begotten by God -- even though it

LOSES CONSClI QUSNESS AT DEATH, your enem es have no power over. It
is your RIGHT to eternal life which no MAN can take from you!

But IF YOU WLLFULLY REBEL agai nst God and becone
incorrigible after the knowl edge of the truth is manifest to your
m nd, GOD WLL DESTROY BOTH THE BODY AND ANY CHANCE OF A FUTURE
LI FE ("SOUL") I N HELL-FIRE! You will be burned up! And fromthat
there will never be a resurrection. That will be your end for all
eternity! But nore about this in the next |esson.

"Body, Soul and Spirit"?

The pagan phil osophers believed that nan was an i rmort al
soul in a material body. The Catholic Church has ADOPTED this
Vi ew.

But many PROTESTANTS today CLAIM THAT MAN IS "BODY, SOUL AND
SPIRIT." But as to which is imortal -- the soul or the spirit --
they never seemquite sure! Now |l et us notice what THE BI BLE
REVEALS about "body, soul and spirit."

1. Does not the apostle Paul sonetines refer to man as
"body, soul, and spirit"? | Thes. 5:23. Does this verse prove the
doctrine of the "imortality of the soul"? \Wat does the word
"spirit" nean in | Thes. 5:23? Turn to | Cor. 2:11 for the
answer. It refers to the human spirit essence IN nortal nan.

2. Isn't it rather plain that Paul, in | Thes. 5:23, is
referring to the PONER OF M ND when he uses the word "SPIRI T"?
And to the physical LIFE when he uses the word "SOUL"? And to the
FLESH when he uses the word "BODY"? WHAT' S WRONG W TH HAVI NG YOUR
VWHOLE M ND, your LIFE, and your BODY PRESERVED BLAMELESS - -
PRESERVED FROM THE PENALTY OF SIN -- in anticipation of the
com ng of Christ? Conpare Il Cor. 7:1 with I Thes. 5:23.

COMMENT: How plain the Bible is. Man is MORTAL, corruptible
flesh -- organic matter with a tenmporary life. He has NO i nmort al
soul . He has no hope of a future life in hinself. He is dooned --
except for the intervention of the Almghty. And God did
intervene to send H's Son to make possible through the Gospel a
new birth -- a newlife as Spirit -- and imortality.

Because all have sinned -- because the human race has nade
itself utterly m serable, God commands nen everywhere to REPENT,
to believe in Jesus Christ, to be baptized and to receive the
Holy Spirit. God has given this plan because He | oves us --
because he has "no pleasure in the death of the wicked ... Turn
ye, TURN YE, fromyour evil ways; FOR VHY will ye D E, " asks the
Almghty in Ezekiel 33:11.



