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A potter nolds and shapes a rough lunp of clay into what
wi |l becone a beautiful vase. God likens H nself to a Master
Potter. He inspired Isaiah to wite: "W are the clay, and thou
art our POTTER, we all are the WORK of thy hand" (lsa. 64:8). God
is in the process of formng H s suprene SPI Rl TUAL nasterpi ece
out of nortal man -- the "clay nodel." GOD I S REPRODUCI NG
H MBELF! THI S | esson reveal s how you can beconme a SPI RI T- BORN son
of God!

AN OPEN LETTER FROM THE EDI TOR

SOMVE of the teachings in the Bible are a little hard for the
average thinking m nd to understand.

James tells us to count it all joy when trials, ordeals, and
reverses beset us. TROUBLES a JOY? That's pretty hard to accept,
isn'"t it? And, for the average person, a lot harder to put into
practice.

Few find any pleasure, let alone JOY, in the obstacles and
troubl es they encounter. Yet this Biblical teaching says we ought
so to count them There is a REASON, although FEWunderstand it.

In one of the Psalns you'll read that the righteous are
going to have to bear MANY afflictions. But, it prom ses, the
Eternal will deliver us out of themall -- IF we believe and
trust Him

Again, it is through MJCH TRI BULATI ON t hat we nust enter the
Ki ngdom of God. WHY? There's a reason

Now consi der anot her Biblical teaching hard for sonme to
under st and.

Several years ago | wote an article, now available in
bookl et form "What Do You Mean -- BORN AGAIN?" In the fifth
chapter of Ephesians you find a husband-wife relationship
pi ctured as corresponding to Christ and the Church. Scriptura
teaching assures us that, at Hs comng, Christ is going to MARRY
the Church. Also the Scriptures teach that the Church will, at
H s com ng, be BORN of God, by a resurrection of all who have
di ed, and the instantaneous conversion fromnortal to imortal of
those then living (I Corinthians 15:50-53).

So one man reasons: Could a full-grown MAN nmarry an infant
girl baby, just born? If those in the Church are to be just then
BORN of God, how can they marry Christ before they grow up?

This, too, seens difficult for some to conprehend. Yet the
answer to Janes' teaching -- the UNDERSTANDI NG of what Janes
really neans, is also the answer to this seem ng inconsistency.

There is a third seem ng inconsistency, hard for sone to
understand. Contrary to the thinking of many, a Christian may --
and too often does -- actually conmt sin AFTER he is convert ed.
He SHOULD NOT, of course. But too often he does, and stil
remains a Christian. The true expl anation of Janmes' teaching,
first nentioned above, is also the explanation of this



experi ence.

So LET"S UNDERSTAND

VWHY were we born, in the first place? Wiat is the rea
PURPOSE of human life? God Almghty the Creator is reproducing
H nself! As truly as we nortal hunmans have been given power to
reproduce ourselves -- to bring forth progeny in our own image,
born with our very nature even so the GGeat God is bringing forth
sons in H'S imge, born with H s very divine nature!

The very PURPOSE of our existence is that we be begotten as
God's children, and become BORN of H m

And human reproduction is the very type of spiritua
reproduction. What God created at the tinme described in the first
chapter of CGenesis was a PHYSI CAL creation. You'll find nothing
spiritual there. In physical man, made of the dust of the ground,
God created the MATERIAL WTH WHI CH He may nol d, shape, form and
create the SPIRI TUAL being. He pictures us as the clay, H nself

as the Potter -- formng us into the spiritual imge of H'S
desi gni ng.
Now human reproduction, | say, pictures spiritua

reproduction. Each human, since Adam and Eve, started froma tiny
egg, called an ovum the size of a pinpoint. It was produced in
the body of the nother. The egg is | NCOWLETE, of itself. It has
alife of only about 48 hours, according to sone authorities.
Unless fertilized by the life-giving spermcell fromthe human
father within that limted lifetine, it dies.

Each human, spiritually speaking, is |like an egg. The
average human lifetine is said to be 70 years. Adam was created
| NCOWPLETE, and each of us was BORN | NCOVPLETE -- that is, we
were made to NEED the Holy Spirit of God. And unless, wthin our
limted Iife-span of sone 70 years, we are begotten of God -- by
Hs Spirit which is HS IMVMORTAL DI VINE LIFE entering to inpart
eternal life to us, we shall die and that shall be the end --
except that God has appointed a resurrection of all who have
lived, and, for those who reject Hs gift of eternal life, the
final second death in the |ake of fire.

But, in the case of the human ovum once fertilized as a
begotten human, the egg -- now called an enbryo -- is kept within
the body of the nother and is nourished and fed material food
t hrough her and protected by her. And there it nmust grow -- being
fed physically through the nother -- |arge enough to be born
After a nunber of weeks, the enbryo is called a fetus, and at
birth it is a human baby.

In like manner, the Bible calls the CHURCH t he "nother of us
all."” That is, the nmother of Christians -- those begotten of God.
It is the function of the Church to protect and feed,
spiritually, on the spiritual food of GOD S WORD, those begotten
children of God, so that we may GROW SPI RI TUALLY, in the divine
character, ready to be born

Surely this is a wonderful conparison. Yet types and anti -
types are not always alike in every detail.

VWhen a physical baby is born, it is not ready for marriage.
VWhen the spiritual child of God is BORN he will be fully mature
for the spiritual marriage. How can this be? This is what one
t hi nki ng man coul d not see.

The unborn human fetus is only growi ng PHYSI CALLY. At birth,
t he human baby knows nothing. He is hel pless. He nmust be taught.
He must learn. He is born nerely with a mi nd CAPABLE of | earning,
knowi ng, thinking. He is not yet of mature size physically or
mentally. Many do marry who are still entirely i mmature
spiritually and/or enotionally. But we do assume that one has
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reasonable maturity physically and nentally before marriage. In
t he human, this devel opnment takes place in the human state AFTER
the human birth.

Therefore, the human baby is not ready for marriage at
bi rth.

But the spirit-born are different!

Just as the fertilized ovum-- the enbryo which becones the
fetus -- nust grow PHYSI CALLY from material food, so the
spirit-begotten child of God nust grow SPI Rl TUALLY before he can
be born. BUT THERE | S A DI FFERENCE

The fetus does not attain to conpl ete physical MATURI TY
before birth, and has no nmental maturity. But, in the spiritual
rebirth, one nmust attain reasonable spiritual maturity BEFORE he
is spirit-born.

Now what | S spiritual growth? Just as the physical
enbryo-fetus nmust GROW physically |arge enough to be BORN, so the
Spirit-begotten Christian nmust grow SPI RI TUALLY or he will never
be BORN of God. But spiritual growh i s CHARACTER- DEVELOPNMENT.

The Spirit-begotten starts out with a MND fromthe
begi nning. God IS perfect character -- divine, spiritual
character. CGod is also LOVE. And perfect spiritual character is
THE WAY of LOVE! Such a character is the attainnment of the
ability, in a separate independent entity of free noral agency,
to be able to discern right fromwong -- the true values from
the false truth fromerror -- the right way fromthe wong; and
then to make the right CHO CE or DECI SI ON, even agai nst
self-desire, inpulse or tenptation; plus the WLL and
self-discipline to resist the wong and to DO the right.

No human, wi th human nature, has the power -- of hinself --
to do this. But God has nade AVAI LABLE the spiritual power and
hel p man | acks. Man nust desire to KNOW-- must hunger and thirst
for truth; man nust nmake his own decision, exercise his own wll,
even against the pulls of his nature. But w thout the hel p of God
-- without spiritual PONER from God -- man is utterly unable.

That is why truly converted Christians sonetines actually DO
SIN. They are |like the apostle Paul, as he describes hinself in
Romans 7. Wth his mnd he WANTED to go the way of God's |aw, yet
he found hinself unable. Another |aw -- human nature warred
wi t hi n hi magai nst the good resolutions of his mnd. But the
sequel to Romans 7 is Ronans 8 -- the Holy Spirit chapter. WHO
Paul cried out, could save himfromthis body of death he
struggl ed against in vain? The answer is, GOD, through H's Holy
Spirit.

A true Christian doesn't want to sin -- should not. But
sonetines he finds hinself caught in the vise of habit, or
overwhel med by tenptation or by circunstances fromwhich he is
unable to free hinself. Surely, had such a one been CONTI NUALLY
prayi ng, keeping hinmself CLOSE TO GOD, and detached fromthe
world or its lures or the tenptations of the flesh, he probably
woul d have had sufficient divine help to have prevented the
sinning. But ONLY JESUS CHRI ST ever did keep close to Cod!

God | ooks on the heart. In such a case, the Christian does
not sin maliciously, with malice aforethought. He is nmerely
caught in the vortex of a tenptation which sucks himhel pl essly
down into the sin. Then he is terribly sorry. He is disgusted
with hinmself. He repents. He goes to work to overconme. He may not
succeed, due to human weakness, at once. But he remains
determ ned and, finally, does, with God' s hel p, overcone
conpletely. Many a true Christian has had such a struggle over a
particul ar human weakness and tenptation, and after even several
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set backs, finally, through God's power, won the victory and
fought his way free

God | ooks on the heart. God FORG VES in such cases. The
l[iving Christ, our High Priest, has conpassion, is filled with
mercy -- as long as the attitude is right, the DESIRE of the
inner man is to conquer the flesh and overcone the tenptati on and
be FREE fromit entirely. In the end, it is GOD who gives the
victory. But, in such a struggle, the Christian DEVELOPS
CHARACTER

Now character, | have said many tines, is sonething God does
not create automatically. It is DEVELOPED, agai nst the opposing
pul I s of human nature, with the decisions and wills and struggles
of the individual, and through EXPERI ENCE

The devel opnent of that CHARACTER is the very PURPOSE of our
being alive. Also the devel opment of that character, unlike the
purely physical growh of the unborn baby, actually is growh
toward SPIRI TUAL MATURITY, right nowin the BEGETTAL stage prior
to spirit BIRTH -- in this present nortal human |ife.

Noti ce how the "nmother of us all,” the Church, is to protect
and FEED those in it, until they reach spiritual MATURITY. In |
Corinthians 12, you'll read how God gives spiritual gifts for
various adm nistrations, or functions of service. |In Ephesians
4:11-14, Christ has given special spiritual abilities or talents
to certain ones in a chain of authority under HHmin the Church
-- and notice for what PURPCSE:

"And His [Christ's] gifts were that sone shoul d be apostles,
some prophets, some evangelists, sone pastors and teachers, for
t he equi pnent of the saints, for the work of the mnistry, for
buil ding up the body of Christ [the Church], UNTIL we all attain
to the unity of the faith and of the knowl edge of the Son of God,
TO MATURE MANHOOD, to the neasure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ" (RS.V.).

In other words, TO FULL SPI RI TUAL MATURI TY!

Now WHY shoul d we count the troubles and problens and
tenptations that beset us as all JOY?

Si mply because we CANNOT hurdl e these obstacles successfully
in our own power. They drive us to seek help fromGod. To go to
God for the wisdomto know WHAT to do, and the power to be able
to do it, requires FAITH This is a LIVING faith. It is ALIVE. It
is active.

Wen we neet such trials, we often do not know what to do.
W [ack the WSDOMto nmake the right decision. So open your Bible
to the first chapter of Janmes. Notice verse 5.

If you lack wisdom in such trials, GO TO GOD for it! But
ask IN FAITH -- no wavering -- no doubting. Be SURE God will not
fail, but will give you this wi sdom Depend upon Hmfor it. If
you waver, you are like a wave in the ocean -- tossed back and
forth -- going nowhere! So, instead of wavering, BE STEADFAST.
And if you don't get the answer imediately from God, have
PATI ENCE. Don't give up. Trust H m

Now notice verses 2-3: "Count it all JOY, my brethren, when
you neet various trials, for you know that the testing of your
faith produces steadfastness"” (Revised Standard version). These
trials force you to your knees. You nust have FAITH to neet them
They TEST your faith. They DEVELOP spiritual CHARACTER

In the King James version, it says the trying of your faith
produces patience. It produces that kind of patience that is
st eadf ast ness. THAT | S CHARACTER

Sure, it may be unpl easant for a while. But, Paul assures us
that if we suffer with Christ, we shall REIGNwith Hm-- and the
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GLORY TO BE revealed in us is so inconparably greater than
anything we now are, that this prom sed future for eternity is
somet hing to REJA CE over!

Yes, count it all JOY! Even if unpleasant. It is maturing
you, now, for the marriage to Christ. The CHURCH of God shall be
BORN t he KI NGDOM OF GOD!' The Ki ngdom of God will not be conposed
of spiritual know nothings and infants.

VWhen we are born again -- born of God -- resurrected in
spirit bodies, those bodies will not be small, like a human
physi cal infant which nmust GROWNto full physical size. W shall
LOOK as we do now, so far as form and shape and features are
concerned. But the resurrected body will be a D FFERENT body --
conposed of SPIRIT instead of flesh and blood (I Cor. 15:35-44).

The original twelve apostles were Christ's WTNESSES. That
is, they were actual eyew tnesses that Jesus rose fromthe dead
-- that the living resurrected Christ was the SAME Jesus who had
been crucified. They were with Hmforty days after H's
resurrection. But nobody will be foolish enough to suggest that
when Christ was BORN very Son of God by the resurrection (Ronans
1:4) that He was resurrected in a tiny infant's body conposed of
spirit. He was resurrected FULL GROAWN, as He had been when
crucified. How did the apostles KNOW He was the SAME Jesus?
Because they knew what Jesus had | ooked like -- and in Hs
born-again resurrected body HE LOOKED THE SAME, except He now was
conposed of SPIRIT instead of matter!

The resurrected Christ was PERFECT -- He was very God! But
He did not grow up into perfection AFTER He was resurrected. It
was during H's human lifetime, setting us the exanple, that He
WAS MADE PERFECT as you read in Hebrews 2:10 and 5:8-9.

Thus it is plain that we must devel op spiritual character,
growing to spiritual adulthood, DURING TH S LIFE -- not after our
resurrection in GLORY! THIS IS the SPIRI TUAL grow h, of which the
PHYSI CAL growt h of the unborn child, fromtiny enbryo to a size
and wei ght of sonme six to eight pounds at birth, is a type. The
physi cal growth of the unborn human is a growth of physical size
and wei ght. The SPIRITUAL grow h of the begotten, but yet unborn
SPIRI TUAL child of God is a growh in spiritual CHARACTER, not of
physi cal volune, size or weight. The human baby nerely grows
| arge enough to be born prior to birth -- NOT TO PHYSI CAL OR
MENTAL MATURITY. But he DOES GRON And this physical growmh is
the TYPE of the spiritual growh by feeding on the Wrd of Cod,
and prayer, and Christian fellowship, and participation in the
Wrk of God in the Iife of the begotten child of God.

The DIFFERENCE IS nerely the difference between matter and
spirit. One is a material growh. Material growh is neasured by
vol unme, size, weight. The other is spiritual growh, measured by
character devel opnent.

Jesus was BORN a very Son of God by His resurrection (Romans
1:4). He was born fully MATURE. He was born in a spirit body,
whi ch was manifested to H's apostles in the sane apparent size
and shape as when He di ed. When He appears on earth the second
time, in Hs spirit glorified body, we shall be resurrected, or
i nst ant aneously changed, into a body that will be LIKE HM (I
John 3:1-2) -- FULL GROM -- ADULT!

At that instant, our present nortal physical VILE bodies
will be CHANGED |ike unto H's glorified body. BUT our vile carnal
CHARACTERS wi Il not be suddenly and instantly changed. Qur
CHARACTER must be changed, and devel oped to spiritual adulthood
NOW during THHS life. OGtherwise we sinply shall not be then born
of God!
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But all who are then born of God will be born full adult
spiritual beings! Yes, ready for the marriage to Christ!

If we NOWovercone, we shall reign with Christ (Rev. 3:21;
2:26-27). W shall be married to Hm W shall be BORN
SPI RI TUALLY MATURE. This devel opment to spiritual maturity is
precisely what IS spiritual GROMH sufficient to be born.

But, once BORN of God -- born spiritually MATURE -- do we
then stop growing spiritually? | ask, once a human grows up to
human maturity, does he then STOP grow ng? Physically, yes -- but
mentally, norally, spiritually, enotionally he SHOULD continue to
grow and devel op as long as he lives. Perhaps nmany humans don't.
But we all SHOULD. | reached this physical maturity nany years
ago. But | still learn new things continually.

If you are neeting problens and trials, don't be
di scouraged. Take themto CHRI ST for wi sdom and power and hel p.
Have FAITH. And count it all JOY! And NEVER quit or give up! Have
per sever ance!

WHAT |'T MEANS TO BE "BORN AGAI N'!

ON BUSY street corners and especially in evangelistic
canpai gns, you hear ministers ask, "Brother, have you been 'born
again'? Just believe, and give the preacher your hand and the
Lord your heart, and you'll be a 'born again' child of CGod."

But is that all there is to being "born again"? True, YOUR
Bl BLE DOES TEACH THAT YOU MUST BE "BORN AGAIN. " But it also
teaches that there is nuch nore you nmust do before this happy
event can happen to you than "just believe, and give the preacher
your hand."

Neither do these mnisters tell you WHY YOU need to be "born
again"! LET'S UNDERSTAND t his whole matter of "rebirth"!

VWHY You Must Be Born Again

Man was born wi thout the vital essence that will enable him
to live forever. Man is nortal. Man is a breathing,
bl ood-circul ating, tenporarily existing material being. Man is
subj ect to death. And this includes you!

Your time is fast running out, second by second. There is NO
ETERNAL LIFE IN YOU as a result of your first birth. Your parents
did not have imortality to give to you. You are exactly like any
ani mal at death (Eccl. 3:19).

You were born a nortal flesh-and-blood bei ng conposed of
matter, with the probability of living sone seventy years.

WHAT YOU NEED IS TO BE BORN AGAIN, this tinme as an inmortal
bei ng conposed of spirit -- with INHERENT eternal life so you
can't die!

Man Created Mortal

CGod fornmed our first parents, not out of spirit, but "of the
dust of the ground.” To the man whose creation is described in
Genesis 1:26 and 2:7, God said, "DUST thou art."™ NOT inmortal
spirit -- just DUST. Man is MORTAL, not yet immortal!

Adam was a perfect PHYSI CAL speci nen, yes! Watever God
creates is perfect, not inperfect. But what God created, in Adam
was a FLESHLY man -- a MORTAL man of flesh and bl ood! He was the
perfect "clay nodel"” wth which, by now adding a spiritual
i ngredi ent and reshaping his character, the Master Potter
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pur poses to CREATE a reproduction of Hs glorious self!

Adam in other words, was not conpl ete!

One vital thing was lacking -- and this one thing he was
made to need -- to hunger and to thirst for -- the indwelling of
God's HOLY SPIRIT!

PHOTO CAPTI ON: No baby is born with imortal life. You were born
a breathing, blood-circulating, food-eating human bei ng, subject
to death. You need to be "born again” -- this tine as an i nmort al
spirit being with inherent eternal |ife!

VWHY W Need the Holy Spirit

We inherited nortal life through Adam But we can becone
HEI RS of ETERNAL LIFE -- heirs of God and the Kingdom of God --
by being SPIRI TUALLY begotten by the HOLY SPIRIT, which is the
eternal LIFE of God. "And this is the record, that God hath given
to us eternal life, and this life is in his SON' -- NOT in an
"imortal soul” we are SUPPOSED to possess. "He that hath the Son
HATH LI FE; and he that hath not the Son of God HATH NOT LI FE.
These things have | witten unto you," says John, "that ye may
know t hat ye have eternal life" (I John 5:11-13).

Eternal life with unending spiritual power is A GFT OF GOD.
It is an attribute of the Holy Spirit. "For the wages of sin is
death; but the [free] gift of God is eternal life" (Rom 6:23).
If we already had eternal life, it would NOT be a gift; it would
be I NHERI TED from our physical parents.

Noti ce the RESULT of having the Holy Spirit: "Now if any man
have not the Spirit of Christ [the Holy Spirit] he is none of

his. And if Christ be IN YQU' -- living the sane life IN US now
by the HOLY SPIRIT, as HE lived by the Holy Spirit while He was
personally on earth -- "the body is dead" -- i.e., dying --
"because of sin; but the SPIRIT IS LI FE because of ri ghteousness.
But if the Spirit of hinf -- the Father -- "that raised up Jesus
fromthe dead DWELL I N you, he that raised up Christ fromthe
dead shall also QU CKEN' -- make imortal -- "your nortal bodies

by his Spirit that dwelleth in you (Romans 8:9-11).

How plain. If the Holy Spirit dwells in us, we wll
ultimately receive ETERNAL LI FE as Jesus did!

BUT HAVI NG THE HOLY SPIRIT NOW DOES MORE than inpart THE
POAER TO COMMVENCE ETERNAL LIFE in us. It inparts to us the
CHARACTERI STICS of the Alm ghty, the all-powerful God the Father.

A D fferent Nature, Too

You al so need a different NATURE SO YOU wi Il not continue to
live eternally in sin, suffering and m sery. The human nature
whi ch causes you to sin and brings upon you the death penalty
nmust be replaced by a new and different nature the DI VINE NATURE
of God which cannot sin (I John 3:9).

God the Father has PERFECT CHARACTER, perfect control over
H nself. That is what you need. But you weren't born with such
powers. The only way to have God's character developed in you is
to receive within your mind the Spirit of God -- the divine
nature of Cod.

The only One who has both eternal life, and perfect
character, is God. You NEED TO BE BORN OF GOD! But how?



How | s Rebirth Possi bl e?

About two thousand years ago Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews,
was puzzled by this question |ike you probably are. Jesus had
told him "Except a man be BORN AGAIN, he cannot see the kingdom
of God" (John 3:3).

Ni codermus understood the true meaning of the word "born,"
unl i ke nost preachers today. But he still couldn't understand how
it could be possible to be born once AGAIN, to have another life.
"HOW can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter the second
time into his nother's wonb, and be [re-] born?" he asked Jesus
(verse 4).

Ni codermus knew only of a physical birth from physica
parents. Therefore Jesus said to N codenus, "That which is born
of the flesh IS FLESH " Then He expl ai ned we nust be born AGAI N
-- NOT again of the FLESH -- NOT again by entering our nother's
wonmb, as N codermus thought He nmeant -- but be born of the Spirit
-- born of God! GOD nust be our FATHER this tine! As we were born
of the flesh fromfleshly human parents, so now we nust be born
of the Spirit of our heavenly Spiritual Father

Here are TWD DI FFERENT KI NDS OF BI RTH, ONE PHYSI CAL, THE
OTHER SPI RI TUAL. \When you were born of your FLESHLY parents you
were COVPOSED OF FLESH. Your father and nother passed on to you a
FLESHLY NATURE at birth. But, unlike that birth, the SECOND birth
is not a physical, fleshly one, but a SPI R TUAL BI RTH

Just as a human being is flesh because he was born of
fleshly parents, Jesus declared that anyone born again of SPIRI T
IS COWOSED OF SPIRIT -- he IS SPIRIT, no |onger flesh! "That
which is born of the Spirit is spirit" and NOT flesh. There wll
be no blood in his body. He will not have to breathe air to
exist. That's the plain teaching of the Bible!

The new birth is NOT an enotional experience, but A LI TERAL
G RTH. SO YQU woul d not mistake the true neani ng of being born of
the Spirit, Jesus explained that as "the WND bl oweth where it
listeth [where it wills], and thou hearest the sound thereof, but
canst not tell whence it coneth, and whither it goeth; so is
everyone that is BORN OF the spirit" (verse 8).

Noti ce what Scripture says. WHEN YOU ARE "BORN FROM ABOVE, "
BORN OF THE HEAVENLY Father -- GOD -- YOU WLL BE I NVI SIBLE |ike
the wi nd whi ch human eyes can't see. The work of the wind is
easily discernible, but the wind itself cannot be seen. Al so, if
you were already "born again," as the common teaching is, you
woul d possess the FULL MEASURE of the NATURE of your heavenly
Fat her -- which, of course, you do NOT!

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Tree uprooted during wi ndstorm You can't see the
wind. But its tremendous power is quite visiblel When you are
born of God, you, too, will be invisible |like the w nd.

Jesus conpared the physical birth to the Spiritual one. The
fornmer is a type of the latter. Human parents pass on a fleshly
nature at birth to their children; so with our Heavenly Parent.
God the Father inpregnates or begets us with His Spirit at
conversion when we desire, with all our heart, to turn from our
old ways. He inparts to us H s Spiritual nature which nmust grow
through a lifetinme until it finally COVWGOSES our m nds WHEN WE
ARE BORN AGAIN. WE MUST GROW SPI RI TUALLY, just as a human fetus
must GROW physically before it can be born. If we don't grow, we
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become a "m scarriage" and are NOT BORN agai n.
Born Again at the Resurrection

Qoviously all human bei ngs who claimto be BORN AGAI N, now
at this time, are deceived -- they are STILL flesh and bl ood. The
new birth is sonething yet to occur AT THE RESURRECTI ON. Jesus
said you nmust be born again, you nmust be composed of spirit in
order to see or enter the Kingdom of God.

I N SPEAKI NG OF THE RESURRECTION in | Corinthians 15:50 the
apostl e Paul says, "Now this | say, brethren, that FLESH AND
BLOOD CANNOT I NHERI T THE KI NGDOM of God; neither does corruption
i nherit incorruption.™

Not e t hat Paul preached to the Corinthians the very sane
doctrine that Jesus at the first spoke to N codenus. You never
can enter or inherit the Kingdomor Fanmly of God unless you are
born of God -- conposed of Spirit which DOES NOT DECAY.

Paul tells in the next verses WHEN the new birth of

Christians will occur. "W shall all be changed” -- no | onger
flesh and blood -- "at THE LAST TRUMP: for the trunpet shall
sound, and the dead shall be raised.” In verse 44, Paul says, "It
is SOAN A NATURAL BCODY" -- your first birth was natural,

physical, fleshly, but when you are BORN AGAIN "it is RAISED A
SPI Rl TUAL BODY. "

Notice it! Both Jesus and Paul speak of PHYSI CAL AND
SPI RI TUAL BODI ES. Jesus tells WHY YOU wil|l be conposed of spirit
-- in being born again you have the spirit body of your Parent,
for LIKE PRODUCES LIKE. If you are BORN OF GOD, your Heavenly
Father, you WLL BE SPIRIT -- because God is Spirit -- you wll
be conposed of the sanme substance of which He is conposed.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Busy pedestrians pause to hear a minister preach
about what he thinks the "new birth" is.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Ri ver bank evangelistic campaign on the Chio River.
VWat ever the different doctrinal approaches, nost professing
Christian churches believe that Christians are already "born
again."

Paul tells us that THIS CHANGE fromflesh to spirit TAKES
PLACE AT THE RESURRECTI ON. Then you will be conposed of spirit,
PROVI DED YQU have been BEGOITEN in this |life and provided you
have GROM sufficiently in grace and know edge and godly
character to be born of God.

Don't Be a M scarriage!

Here is the terrible consequence of believing that people
are already "born agai n" because sone preacher says so. Instead
of GRON NG as unborn babes NEED TO DO in order to be born, those
who trust in a false new birth believe that there is no need of
spiritual growth now, or obedience to the commandnents, because
they think they are already "saved." \Wen the resurrection cones,
such people will not be there! They will not have grown or
devel oped into the stature of Jesus' character because of not
havi ng obeyed the commandnments of God.

Do you want to follow the broad way and perish, like a
M SCARRI AGE of a human fetus -- a child that is conceived, but
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never born?

O do you believe what Jesus said -- that once "converted,"
or begotten by the Holy Spirit, you need to grow by every word of
God whi ch CLEANS YOU UP SPI RI TUALLY, just as water cleans you
physically (John 3:5; Eph. 5:26), SO you can finally be born of
God and inherit the kingdom of God?

"Born Again NOW a Fal se Teachi ng

Because Jesus nmade the new birth essential to entering the
ki ngdom of God, Satan has his churches and his mnisters
preachi ng COUNTERFEI T "NEW BI RTHS" to DECEI VE the people, and to
make the true way appear false (Il Cor. 11:14, 15).

Masquer adi ng as mni sters of righteousness, they have
DELUDED M LLIONS -- not the few, but the mllions -- into
accepting and appropriating the NAME of Jesus Christ, shedding a
few tears and believing in a superstitious "born again"
experi ence.

Sonme make it a little nore involved by working up an
enotional ecstasy which is interpreted to nmean "regeneration,”
"sanctification," "baptismof the Holy Ghost," and a "new birth"!

VWat ever the slight doctrinal differences, the devil has the
CHURCHES UNI VERSALLY DECEI VED into believing that Christians are
al ready "born again," that everything is all set. There are "NO
WORKS, " as the saying goes. No need to obey God! There is no
need, preach the false mnisters, to obey God' s comrandnents
because you are already "regenerated."

This is SATAN S CLEVER METHOD OF BEGUI LI NG THE PECPLE | NTO
FORGETTI NG THE REAL PURPCOSE of the Christian |ife AND REJECTI NG
THE ONLY WAY TO BE BORN AGAI N.

Now |l et's understand what it really neans to be born again
-- what it means to beconme a SON OF GOD -- what the Holy Spirit
actually is -- and what the CONDITIONS are for receiving the Holy
Spirit.

Final Instructions

We are about ready for the actual l|esson. But first, read
t hese instructions!

Renenber -- you must open your Bible to every passage. Never
say to yourself, "Ch, | think I know what the |l esson is referring
to" -- and then pass over the scripture. You need to "KEEP YOUR

NOSE I N THE BIBLE," so to speak. You mnmust read and REREAD and
STUDY each passage in your Bible. Don't forget, this is a BIBLE
STUDY Course -- not just a study of these words.

This lesson is intended to direct you to the Bible -- to
hel p you understand the Bible. Here is the METHOD OF STUDY:

Have your Bible, a good dictionary, a concordance, if you
have one, and your stationery, all placed in front of you on a
desk or table. Now WRI TE down neatly on your paper "Lesson 16,"
and underscore it. Next wite down the | esson TITLE. Then as you
cone to each question section, wite down its headi ng. Then
under neat h, nunber each question and wite down the answer to
each, together with any pertinent ideas that conme to your m nd
Now we are ready to begin.

LESSON 16

How to Receive the Holy Spirit
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Si nce Jesus nakes the physical birth a TYPE of the
spiritual, let's conpare the simlarities of these two DI FFERENT
births which each one nmust experience in order to be saved.

Physi cal | y speaki ng, you became a child of your parents at
the very instant of conception when a new physical life was
begun. At that time you were conceived, or begotten, but not yet
born. But you were your parents' child just as nuch as Jacob and
Esau were their parents' children BEFORE birth: "For the CHI LDREN
BEI NG NOT YET BORN ..." (Romans 9:11).

IN THE SAME MANNER, if you are a real Christian, you are now
a BEGOITEN child or son of God. Upon conversion, God the Father
placed within you H's Spirit, THE GERM or SPERM so to speak, of
eternal |ife. HE BEGOT YOU WTH THE HOLY SPIRI T JUST AS THE SPERM
FROM A HUVAN FATHER | MPREGNATES THE EGG OF THE MOTHER. Your mi nd
is like an egg. You needed to be inpregnated with the germ of
eternal life to BEG N the process of spiritual growth. But you
are NOT YET BORN of God -- NOT YET COMPCSED OF SPIRIT -- NOT YET
| MVORTAL.

As the unborn son or daughter is nourished and protected by
its MOTHER for a period of time, at the end of which period it is
born, if it has grown properly, so it is the FUNCTI ON OF THE TRUE

CHURCH -- the "MOTHER of us all" -- to feed true Christians with
the pure Wrd of God. Thus you nust be NOURI SHED as God's child
on spiritual food -- the words of Scripture -- you nust LIVE by

every word of God -- you nust GROWspiritually (Il Peter 3:18) --
until you are mature enough in righteous character to be BORN of
God.

But howis it all possible? How do we receive the Holy
Spirit which makes us the children of God and nakes possible the
begi nning of eternal life within us? Understand.

1. 1S REPENTANCE one of the requirenents for receiving the
Holy Spirit? Acts 2:38. Wiat is repentance? Notice Il Corinthians
7:9-10 for the answer.

COMMENT: In Acts 2:38, baptismis nmentioned as part of the
prior condition to receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit from
God. The entire subject of water baptismw ||l be presented in two
future lessons. In the nmeantine you should wite for our free
bookl et "Al'l About Water Baptism"”

2. Is the Holy Spirit a AFT fromGod -- or is it something
we were born with by nature? Conpare Luke 11:13 with Acts 10:45.

3. Then the Holy Spirit is NOT sonething we already have --
NOT somet hing we were born with, is it? Acts 11:17.

4. Are we to ASK GOD TO GRANT us the Holy Spirit? Luke 11:13
agai n.

5. How can we know that God HEARS US when we ask Hmfor H s
Holy Spirit? | John 3:22. Doesn't keeping the comandnents and
doi ng the things that please God satisfy H's requirements? Sane
ver se.

COMMENT: We nust have REPENTED of having |ived by our OMN
ways -- our own standards or laws -- and now have nmade a conplete
change of direction. Now we nust be so desirous of pleasing CGod
that we are keeping H S COWANDMENTS as nuch as we are HUMANLY
able to do with our weak, carnal, fleshly mnds. THEN, when we
ask God to be begotten of H m (as our spiritual Heavenly Father)
by the Spirit of PONER which will enable us to truly keep H s
commands in their highest SPIRI TUAL sense, He will HEAR US and
i npregnate us -- the egg -- with His very Spirit which will help
to gradually change our carnal natures until we are finally BORN
of God at the resurrection!
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PHOTO CAPTI ON: BEGETTAL OF HUMAN LI FE - Seven steps showing a
sperm i nmpregnati ng a human egg and subsequent growth and division
of the cell. This typifies the begettal of a human nmind by the
Spirit of God. Once inpregnated, the individual nust SPI R TUALLY
grow i n grace and know edge until mature enough to be SPI RI TUALLY
born of God at the resurrection.

Steps: (1) Spermwi ggles into egg; (2) Centrosome appears;
(3) Connecting material forms; (4) Nuclei fuse; (5) Chronosones
line up; (6) Chronosones divide; (7) Cell divides.

6. Does Acts 5:32 also verify the fact that OBEDI ENCE i s one
of the conditions to receiving the Holy Spirit -- one of the
conditions to receiving the gift of eternal |ife?

COMMENT: The Holy Spirit is a freely offered A FT from Cod.
It is NOT ANYTHI NG VE CAN EARN. There is nothing you can do which
will force God to give you the Holy Spirit. Rather, God offers to
give you freely of His Spirit if you will believe in the
sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ, for your sins and becone
willing to DO what He conmands you. These are prior conditions,
but they DO NOT EARN YQU eternal life.

A Counterfeit Spirit Preached

Most people are totally unaware of Paul's WARNI NG t hat there
woul d be many fal se churches preachi ng DI FFERENT doctri nes about
the Holy Spirit -- DECElIVING THE MANY into accepting a DI FFERENT
spirit fromthe one, true Holy Spirit revealed in Scripture,
whi ch ALONE can beget eternal life wthin us!

Notice: "But | fear" -- Paul was sorrowed, he knew what was
comng in our day -- "lest sonehow, as the SERPENT beguil ed Eve
in his craftiness, YOUR thoughts should be corrupted fromthe
SIMPLICITY and the purity that is toward the Christ" (Il Cor.
11: 3, "Panin" Trans.). Christ's doctrine is SIMPLE, when we
understand it -- it is not a theol ogical nystery!

Continuing with verse 4. "For if he who conmeth"” -- any false
m ni ster comng in the name of Christ, "preacheth ANOTHER Jesus"
-- the world is filled with the preaching of a DI FFERENT Jesus
who was born, who died and rose at a different time than the true
Messi ah; a different Jesus who rejected the Father's inmutable

laws -- "whomwe did not preach" -- says Paul -- "or ye receive a
different spirit, which ye did not receive" -- fromthe preaching
of the apostles -- "ye bear well with him--" or accept or are

DECEI VED by him

That is what has happened today. Paul warned about receiving
a "different spirit" and "a different gospel."

Thi s prophetic warning from Paul has al ready been fulfill ed!
The worl d has accepted a DI FFERENT spirit -- THE SPIRIT OF ERROR
not the spirit of truth.

1. How can we know that we have received the true spirit of
God and not sone counterfeit spirit fromthe devil? Notice the
principle recorded in Matthew 7:20. W can KNOWN whi ch m nisters
are preaching about the Spirit of God BY THE FRU TS of the Spirit
in their lives, can't we?

2. What is the FRUT of the TRUE Spirit of God? Gal ati ans
5:22.

3. Wat is the first one of the fruits listed -- the nost
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inmportant fruit? Is it |ove? Sane verse

4. Is the love of God one of the manifestations of the Holy
Spirit? Romans 5:5. Isn't it clear that a person does not have
the love of God if he does not have the Holy Spirit dwelling in
hi n®?

5. What is the love of God? Rom 13:10. Is not this the sane
teaching we discovered in | John 3:22-23? This has been God's
message fromthe beginning, hasn't it? | John 3:11-12.

COMMENT: Before one can receive the Holy Spirit, he nust
have the attitude of obedi ence. He nust becone willing to do
God's will -- obey God's commandrments. BUT IT IS NOT UNTIL HE HAS
RECElI VED THE HOLY SPI RIT THAT HE OBTAINS THE PONER TO PERFORM
GOD S LAW The Holy Spirit is the POANER of God manifest in our
lives (Romans 15:13).

The other fruits of the Spirit, nentioned by Paul in
Gal atians 5:22, anplify the attitude of |ove. Obedience to God is
not harsh and cruel and unyielding -- it is ajoy, it is
peaceabl e and gentle, it expresses itself in SELF- CONTROL.
Self-control is the key to real spiritual power. Mst people
cannot be filled with spiritual power because they have not been
willing to exercise self-control. Uncontrolled power is worse
than no power at all.

You have probably been taught that you cannot receive the
Holy Spirit until you work up your enotions or until you reject
God's law. That deceptive teaching results fromhearing a
PERVERTED gospel -- a DI FFERENT gospel than Jesus preached.

Begotten Now -- Not Yet Born of Cod

The Holy Spirit, which a person may receive if he asks God
for it, in conformty to Hs will, MAY BE COWARED TO t he GERM or
SPERM of physical life. IT TRANSM TS GOD S MENTAL POMNERS AND
SPI RI TUAL ATTRIBUTES TO US. It is His LOVE. It is H s divine
NATURE. It is His immortal life.

First, notice that the Holy Spirit -- the germ by which we
are begotten -- comes fromthe Father. God has masculine
characteristics. That is why we call Hm"Father." W are called
t he BEGOTTEN children of God (I John 3:1). God, then, has the
power to BEGET US as His children. HE BEGETS US "BY HS SPIRIT. "
The Spirit by which we are begotten is ternmed in the Bible a GERM
or "seed." Peter tells us we are "begotten again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through God's Wrd, which
liveth and abideth" (I Peter 1:23 "lvan Panin" trans.). Jesus
conpletes this by saying we nust FINALLY BE BORN AGAIN -- at the
resurrection -- when we shall be spirit. Now we are ONLY FLESH
with the spiritual germof eternal |ife EMPOAERI NG US

Now consi der the full scriptural PROOF that we are only the
BEGOTTEN chi | dren of God, not yet born of H m

1. Are we already called the "sons of God"? Conpare Ronans
8:14 with | John 3:1.

2. Does being a son of God nmean that we are already BORN of
God, OR are we ONLY BEGOTTEN of H mnow? | Peter 1:23.

COWENT: ONE G eek word means BOTH "BEGOTTEN' AND "BORN. "
The translators unfortunately, at times, selected the wong one
of these two words when translating a Bible sentence, so that the
English word "born" may appear where "begotten" is intended, and
Vi ce versa

3. If we are the children of God, are we inheritors of the
Ki ngdom of God, or only HEIRS to it? Romans 8:17.
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COMMENT: Notice that although we are now the sons of God, we
are only HEIRS. Why? BECAUSE WE ARE ONLY BEGOTTEN children. W
shal | be I NHERI TORS WHEN BORN of God at the resurrection, when we
shal | be conposed of spirit.

WHATEVER IS BORN OF SPIRIT IS SPIRIT, said Jesus. W are not
yet born of spirit. W are STILL FLESH AND BLOCD! W are
therefore only HEIRS to the ki ngdomof God (I Cor. 15:50).

4. \Wen do we becone incorruptible spirit and no | onger
flesh? | Cor. 15:42. Has the resurrection of the dead occurred
yet? Then we are NOT YET born into the Kingdom of God as
inheritors, are we?

We are only the begotten children of God!

5. Are we ALREADY like Christ in appearance and in
conposition? | John 3:1-2. Wen WLL we be like Hn? -- when He
appears to raise the dead? Verse 2. W are only BEGOITTEN sons
now.

COMMENT: We are begotten of God, inpregnated by the Holy
Spirit fromthe Father, which is the beginning of eternal life.
But we are not yet born of Hm for it has not yet appeared what
we shall be like. W do NOT | ook like Christ now Note the point
t hat John enphasi zes. W shall be like Hm COVWOSED of Spirit --

"that which is born of the Spirit is spirit" -- "when He shal
appear” -- at the resurrection when Christ returns to raise the
dead.

Then we shall see Jesus as He really is. Christ told
Ni codermus that in order to see the Kingdomor Famly of God, in
which He -- Christ -- nowis, we nust be born again. How
consi stent the teaching of the Bible is!

VWhen we are born again, conposed of spirit, we shall be able
to SEE spirit -- we shall BEHOLD Jesus Christ as He ACTUALLY
appears. But the people of the world, who will still be conposed
of FLESH and can't see spirit, will see Christ only as He
PHYSI CALLY mani fests Hinself in glorious format H's return

We Receive "Spirit of Sonship"

1. Is God called the "FATHER of spirits"? Heb. 12:9. Then
does this not clearly prove that we can be finally literally BORN
of God? -- be born as H's SPI R T- COWOSED CH LDREN?

2. Is Christ called the "FI RSTBORN of MANY BRETHREN'? Rom
8:29. Since He is the first Son BORN i nto the God-Ki ngdom then
there nust BE OTHER SONS al so TO BE BORN into it.

Does not this same verse clearly explain that we are to be
like Christ -- "confornmed to the image of H's Son" -- that we are
to be Hs brethren?

COWENT: PRIOR to THE DEATH AND RESURRECTI ON OF JESUS
CHRI ST, He was the ONLY begotten Son of the Father, BUT SINCE
THAT TI ME WE ALSO MAY BE BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER

3. 1S JESUS CHRI ST decl ared to be the firstborn fromthe
dead? Col. 1:18. Since He is the FIRSTborn fromthe dead, then
are the OTHERS who are to be raised fromthe dead also to be born
into the Kingdom of God as Jesus has been? How el se could He be
the firstborn?

4. Are Christians called the CH LDREN of God? Gal. 3:26.

5. Now conpare Gal atians 3:26 with Romans 8: 14-17 and
Ephesians 1:5. Do these verses reveal the SAVE truth -- that we
are to be born again in order to inherit eternal life?

COMMENT: In sone versions of the Bible the expression
"adoption of sons" or "adoption of children” is used. This is not
a proper translation. The original inspired G eek expression
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"hui ot hesi a" means sonship. WE RECEIVE THE "SPIRIT OF SONSHI P, "
not the "spirit of ADOPTION. " The Holy Spirit makes us LI TERAL
SONS OF GOD. WE ARE GO NG TO BE LI KE OUR HEAVENLY FATHER

6. What is the NAME which all truly begotten children of God
bear as a result of receiving the Holy Spirit fromthe Father?
Ephesi ans 3:14-15.

COMMVENT: The nanme which all converts bear as a result of
bei ng begotten by the Holy Spirit is "CGod."

We are called the "sons of God" or "CGod's sons" -- just as
human bei ngs bear the names Johnson, Robertson, and Jackson
meani ng originally the sons of John, Robert and of Jack. GOD is
the FAM LY NAME of the divine Kingdom It is the Father "of whom
the whole famly in heaven and earth is nanmed" (Eph. 3:15).

The Father's name is "God" in English.

Jesus is called God in John 1:1 and in other verses. He is
not angelic spirit, but divine or GOD Spirit.

God is a GRONNG Family or Kingdominto which we may enter.
God is a Family, a Kingdom NOT A TRINITY. The Father in Heaven
wants you to beconme a menber of His divine Fanmily. You can be His
son if you surrender your whole life to Hm-- believe all that
isinthe Bible -- believe Christ is your Saviour and obey Hm--
and be filled with the power of the Spirit of God.

SPI RI TUAL THI NGS seem unreal to nost people. And no wonder!
Spiritual qualities are invisible, not discerned by the senses
until revealed in witing in the Biblel

VWhen we speak of the Holy Spirit, many cannot grasp its
nature. Yet the Bible makes clear the nature of spirit.

Notice, "CGod is spirit" (John 4:24). The CGod-Fanmily is
conposed of spirit. The Father and the Son, who are already
conposed of spirit, have definite SHAPE. From one end of the
Bible to the other we are told about the SHAPE and the parts of
each menber in the God-Fanmily. The Father and the Son each have a
head, hair, eyes, nose, nmouth, arns, fingers, a torso, |egs,
feet, plus inward parts. So has man. Man is in the | MAGE of Cod.
But man is born only of flesh. Man is matter, but God is spirit.
(Review the |l esson entitled "What Is Man?" You will now | earn
things you didn't see in that | esson before!)

Even t hough the Father and the Son are spirit and are in
definite locations with respect to each other, the Spirit
proceeds fromtheminto the entire universe nuch like air fills
everything on earth! Note David's words that God's Spirit
per meat es EVERYTHI NG (Ps. 139:7-11.)

The divine Spirit that fills the entire universe is the
channel by which the Father and the SON CREATE. MAN HAS NO SUCH
ATTRI BUTE OR POAER BORN I NTO HM But man nay FORM TOOLS and
el ectronic brains to make things.

Man is put here on earth to LEARN to develop tools for
l[imted creative work -- to train hinself for the eternal goal --
becom ng part of the GOD- FAM LY, which neans SHARI NG control of
the creative Spirit of Cod.

That is what it neans to becone born again -- to be fully
i mbued with God's power when conposed of Spirit.

To Becone PERFECT When Born of God

Only when one is BORN of God by a resurrecti on does a person
become PERFECT (I John 3:9). Christ is the only human bei ng thus
far BORN of God. He is PERFECT.

O course!l If we are God's children, we are to "GRONVUP" to
beconme |ike H m
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The Eternal God has created i nnunerabl e gal axi es of stars
and planets. The full extent of His entire finished creation is
conpl etely beyond the grasp of the human nmind -- conpletely
beyond the tel escope or the m croscope.

But wonder of wonders! -- GOD IS STILL CREATI NG BEFORE OUR
VERY EYES H' S H GHEST AND NOBLEST WORK -- He is fashioning
begotten sons to be BORN INTO HS OMN FAMLY! YQU and | have the
opportunity of becoming a son in the Famly or Ki ngdom of God!

By a process conpletely hidden to the world, and reveal ed
only to H's owmn children by the Bible, God is now begetting,

t hrough the operation of the Holy Spirit, sons AFTER H'S OMAN KI ND
-- after Hs own character and |ikeness. The begettal

nouri shnent and actual birth of sons into the God Ki ngdom by a
resurrection to divine and glorified imortality is THE SUPREME
PI NNACLE OF CREATION -- GOD THE CREATOR S SUPREME ACHI EVEMENT!

Yet npst churches do not realize this wonderful truth. They
tal k about being born of God, but they DON T KNONWHAT I T MEANS

1. Are Christians to have the very MND of God? Phil. 2:5.
Did Jesus Christ have that mind in H mwhen He wal ked on earth?
Same verse

2. Is man naturally born with the m nd of God? Rom 8:6-7.
Is the mind of man naturally subject to the |aws of God?

3. What is the natural mind of man Iike? Mark 7:21-22, Mat.
15:19 and Jer. 17:9.

4. Are we commanded to surrender our natural, carnal mnds
to God? Gal. 5:16-17. Are we to yield our mnds to the influence
of the Spirit of God? Sane verse.

5. Are the laws of God to be ingrained in our minds if we
are Christians? Heb. 8:8-11. Isn't it clear that one of the fina
characteristics of Christians who are now begotten and finally
will be born of God is that they will have becone like God in
character -- perfect -- unable to sin? Note especially verse 10
and | John 3:9.

One O her Poi nt

It has been the favorite teaching of sone that Christians
can't sin anynore in this |life because they are "born again."
This doctrine originated fromm sapplying I John 3:9: "Whosoever
is born of God doth not commit sin; for Hs seed remaineth in
him and he cannot sin, because he is born of God." Notice what
thi s means.

1. Can Christians commt sin? | John 1:8. Wwo is doing the
speaking in this verse the apostle John? And is he using the
present tense of the verb? Then the apostle plainly neans that
Christians now can, and sometines do commit SIN, doesn't he?
Noti ce that he includes H MSELF -- "WE. "

2. Was the apostle Paul beset with recurring sin | ong AFTER
he repented and received the Holy Spirit? Rom 7:14-25.

3. Does Jesus adnoni sh us to overcone sin continually? Rev.
2: 26.

4. Is there a just man on earth who does not at sone tine
commit sin? Ecclesiastes 7:20. Therefore Christians are NOT now
born of God in this nortal flesh, are they?

5. Now notice |I John 5:18. What does this scripture reveal ?

COMMENT: Notice the difference between the two conditions
referred to in this verse. The one CAN T sin because CGod's "seed
remaineth in him" He is BORN of God and has God's nature, NOT
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the human nature that once caused himto sin if he didn't have
the strength to resist. The other, who is BEGOTTEN, nust keep

hi nsel f from being spotted -- he nust continue to RESIST the
deceptions and the pollutions of the world. Such a one CAN conmit
sin. HE WLL NOT WLLFULLY SIN -- BUT WHEN CAUGHT OFF GUARD OR I N
A MOMENT OF WEAKNESS -- HE CAN SIN. Life is to the begotten child
still a CONSTANT STRUGG.E agai nst the wiles of the devil
operating in the world and through his own human nature. Although

he has now received THE DI VINE NATURE (Il Pet. 1:4), he still has
HUVMAN NATURE, and the one wars against the other. The Christian
nmust keep his human nature "nailed to the cross"” -- and WLL to

be LED BY the Spirit or nature of God. (Ephesians 3:20; Romans
8:14.)

Much of the confusion about being born again has resulted
frommsinterpreting the original G eek.

In the English | anguage we have two different verbs -- TO
BECET and TO BE BORN -- which are used to translate the ONE G eek
word GENNAO. This Greek word neans "to conceive," or "to beget,"”
and also "to bear,"” or "to be born." In order to know which
meaning i s intended, we nmust let the Bible interpret the Bible.
Since the Bible plainly reveals that Christians can sin now -- in
this flesh-and-bl ood nortal existence -- we therefore KNOWthat
it is only when one is actually BORN OF GOD I N THE FUTURE, at the
resurrection, that he CANNOI sin anynore.

SUMVARY

In summary, the Holy Spirit of God is this: It is the very
spirit -- the very LIFE, the very ESSENCE of God the Creator!
God, according to John 4:24, is Spirit. But man is nortal. Man is
flesh. God is conposed of Spirit. Spirit is not |ike matter. Man
is conposed of matter. Matter occupies a definite anount of
physi cal space, and has weight. But God's Spirit emanates from
Hm like the air. It is force. It is POAER, it is LIFE, it is
CHARACTER!

VWhen God's Spirit, emanating fromthe very person of Cod,
enters into a man, it | MPREGNATES that man's mind with the very
LIFE OF GOD. It plants within that man or wonman the divine nature
of God, to develop the very character of God, until we, through
H's Spirit, BECOVE LIKE GOD -- until we THI NK as God thinks --
until we see things with the sane attitude as God sees them and
we act as God acts -- yes, until we BECOVE GOD even as Christ is
now VERY GOD -- BORN MEMBERS OF THE GOD FAM LY which is THE
KI NGDOM OF GCD!

VWhat WONDERFUL NEWS! What neaning there is to being "born
agai n"!



