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About to receive their diplomas, these university graduates are now
prepared to begin "earning a living." But "educated " as these men
and wonen may be, they have NOT EVEN BEGUN to receive a TRUE
education! For even as the ancients "did not like to retain GOD in
their know edge” (Rom 1:28), nodern educati on REJECTS the source
of true know edge, and the very BASIS of true education! This

| esson shows why. It exposes the sentinental "gospel" of professing
Christianity for what it isl!

an open letter from THE STAFF

YOQU ARE now beginning to really UNDERSTAND Bi bl e propheci es,
and the great PURPOSE bei ng worked out here below -- if, that is,
you are diligently studying the Bible with the Anbassador Col |l ege
Bi bl e Correspondence Cour se.

A new way OF LIFE has been opened up before you.

But why were you in alnost total | GNORANCE of the real neaning
of life, of Bible prophecy and of world affairs all the years
bef ore you began this study? Let's understand the reason.

The little word MY is a precious one to nost people. They
| ovingly speak of MY opinion, MY job, MY house, MY country, MY
religion and My Cod.

We RESENT being told that our opinion, OUR faith, or our
religion is wong. W like to continue to believe what we have been
accustoned to accept as true. Everyone HATES to adnit he has been
wr ong.

Yet, in all this maze of religious babylon, SOVEBODY HAS to be
wr ong!

One of the LEAST UNDERSTOOD principles in all the Bible is
that God has purposely BLINDED this world and is letting it go its
own way to LEARN VI TAL LESSONS during the last six thousand years
of human history. In Revelation 12:9, God describes Satan as, "that
old serpent called the Devil, and Satan, which DECEI VETH THE WHCLE
WORLD. "

Hard to believe, isn't it?

Yet -- I N MANY PLACES -- your Bible shows that this WHCOLE
WORLD has been conpl etely DECEIVED in spiritual things. Renenber
that a decei ved person DOESN T KNOW he is deceived. He is sincere.
But he is SINCERELY WRONG

The great false religious systemdom nating our Western world
today is pictured in Revelation 17. God describes this false church
as a fallen woman -- a GREAT WHORE: "Wth whomthe kings of the
earth have committed fornication, and the | NHABI TANTS OF THE EARTH
HAVE BEEN MADE DRUNK W TH THE W NE OF HER FORNI CATI ON' (verse 2).

Because of false teachings and fal se concepts assuned since
chi | dhood, people are SPIRI TUALLY DRUNK -- having a distorted
outl ook -- so that they are UNABLE TO SEE SPI RI TUAL TRUTHS. Like a
DRUNKEN PERSON, they are stupidly SATISFIED in the foggy, hazy,
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confused spiritual state in which they find thensel ves.

They THINK they are all right -- on the surface at |east. But
deep down inside is the haunting realization that SOVMETH NG | S
M SSING -- their religion seems EMPTY -- God seenms UNREAL sonehow,
and so very, very far away.

Unknowi ngly, and in nost cases sincerely, nost of YOU have in
t he past been deceived by fal se preaching -- which originated and
proceeded forth from Satan the Devil through his denon spirits,
whi ch inspire and influence the religious systemand fal se
m ni sters of our day!

It istine to WAKE UP to this REALITY!

In these | ast days, before the second com ng of Jesus Christ,
you need to KNOW whet her or not you are PREPARED TO MEET YOUR GOD!
Wth an open m nd, you should be willing to PROVE whet her or not
you have ever been REALLY CONVERTED.

M SPLACED CONFI DENCE in a FALSE CONVERSI ON i s a GREAT and
MORTAL DECEPTI ON whi ch coul d very easily cause one to forfeit
ETERNAL LIFE! It is such DANGEROUS decepti on because one's own
personal VANITY will, in many cases, prevent one fromadmtting
that HE OR SHE HAS NEVER BEEN CONVERTED!

Are you willing to FACE this possibility? Are you willing to
CHANGE i f God shows you THROUGH HI S WORD t hat you have never really
been converted before?

God's Wrd says: "Now if any man have not the Spirit of
Christ, he is none of his" (Rom 8:9). In plain | anguage, you mnust
have Christ's SPIRIT in you or you are not a Christian -- you have
NEVER been convert ed!

A truly converted person is FILLED WTH and LED BY the Holy
Spirit of God. God places and lives Hs very LIFE within us through
H's Holy Spirit. By this neans, we are BEGOITEN OF H M as children
and thus partake of H'S VERY NATURE! "For as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, THEY ARE THE SONS OF GOD' (Rom 8:14).

Frankly, in the past, nost of you didn't even know WHAT t he
Holy Spirit is, what it is supposed to do in your life, and WHAT IS
to be the real result of being led by God's Holy Spirit.

In Romans 5:5, Cod tells us: "The LOVE OF GCD i s shed abroad
in our hearts BY THE HOLY SPIRI T which is given unto us." Through
H's Spirit, God gives us H'S |ove. Thus we partake of H S nature --
H' S character. And God's character is expressed in the SPI Rl TUAL
PRI NCl PLES contained in the Ten Commandnents -- OBEDI ENCE TO GCD S
LAW "For THHS IS THE LOVE OF GOD, that we KEEP H S COMVANDMENTS:
and H s commandnents are not grievous"” (I John 5:3).

CGod's Spirit leads us to OBEY H mas our Maker and Rul er.

The apostle Peter was inspired to wite of "the Holy Spirit,
whom God hath given to themthat OBEY hinf (Acts 5:32).

Real conversion, then, involves a real SURRENDER TO OBEY GCD
AND H'S LAW5. In Acts 2:38, Peter was inspired to tell HOWTO BE
CONVERTED. He said: "REPENT, and BE BAPTI ZED every one of you in
t he nane of Jesus Christ for the rem ssion of sins, and you shall
receive the A FT of the Holy Spirit."

Frankly, nost people attending the churches of this world and
havi ng been "baptized" by them never really knew WHAT TO REPENT
OF! They didn't know WHAT sin really is.

At the time of baptismin nost churches, nost people sincerely
intend to "do better” or to "make their peace with God." But since
t hey have not been taught the Bible definition of sin, they
conpletely fail to realize how ROTTEN and SINFUL they have really
been!

They don't REALLY REPENT! They aren't broken up about the
wetched state of their lives and their own human VAN TY and
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SELFI SHNESS, which expresses itself in all of us.

And such people don't immediately begin to STUDY and
UNDERSTAND t he Bi ble. They just continue to go along with the
custonms, the ways and the traditions of this world. Their lives are
not actually CHANGED. They don't come to PERSONALLY KNOW GOD!

Speaki ng of CONVERTED peopl e, Jesus said: "Howbeit when he
the Spirit of truth, is come, HE WLL GUJ DE YOU I NTO ALL TRUTH: for
he shall not speak of hinself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that
shal |l he speak: and he will show you TH NGS TO COVE" (John 16:13).
A truly converted person, then, will be guided into NEW TRUTH by
God's Spirit. He will conme to UNDERSTAND and GRASP Bi bl e prophecy
-- or THINGS TO COVE!

Genui ne CONVERSI ON actual | y REVOLUTI ONIl ZES a human being's
life! It is A RENEWNG of his MND -- his ATTITUDE -- his
CHARACTER!

He cones to really KNOWGod -- to constantly STUDY and
UNDERSTAND nore and nore of God's Wird -- and he is able to PRAY
and talk to God in a personal way. He receives constant ANSWERS - -
he is BLESSED -- he GROAS nore |ike Christ every nonth and year of
his life!

THE SAD TRUTH | S THAT MOST PROFESSI NG CHRI STI ANS HAVEN T EVEN
BEGUN TO GET READY TO START TO BEG N ON THE ROAD TO TH S KIND OF
CHRI STI AN LI FE!

The Al m ghty God, Who created our mnds and our human nature,
repeats twice a warning for us in the book of Proverbs. He warns:
"There is a way which SEEMETH ri ght unto a nman, but the end thereof
are the WAYS OF DEATH (Prov. 16:25; 14:12).

It is only human nature to believe that YOUR WAY is right. But
God says that the way that SEEMS right to a man ends up in DEATH
Renenber that the wages of sin is DEATH (Rom 6:23).

The greatest stunbling bl ock that prevents nost people from
accepting the TRUTH and bei ng TRULY CONVERTED i s their own VAN TY.
Most peopl e have grown up in and attended sone church or another.
And they hate to admt that they have NEVER BEEN CONVERTED! Human
nature nmakes themwant to maintain their OM righteousness.

God has inspired an ENTIRE BOOK in H's Wrd to deal with this
common probl em of human beings. It is the book of Job -- one of the
| east understood books in all the Bible.

The primary lesson in this entire book is that God HATES our
own human sel f-right eousness!

Notice Job's attitude throughout this book! "God forbid that

| should justify you: till I diel will not renmove MNE I NTEGRI TY
fromme: MY RIGHTEQUSNESS | hold fast, and will not let it go: MY
HEART SHALL NOT REPROACH ME so long as | live" (Job 27:5-6).

Job again voices his real attitude in Job 31:6: "Let ne be
wei ghed in an even bal ance, THAT GOD MAY KNOW M NE | NTEGRITY. " Even
Job's carnal friends could sense his own self-righteousness and
vanity. "So these three nen ceased to answer Job, because he was
righteous IN HS O EYES" (Job 32:1).

Finally, after dealing PERSONALLY with God and | earni ng about
his own | NSI GNI FI CANCE and utter WEAKNESS and WRETCHEDNESS, Job at
| ast REPENTED. "I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but
NOW M NE EYE SEETH THEE. Werefore | ABHOR nysel f, END REPENT in
dust and ashes" (Job 42:5-6).

But the real question remains: Have you ever come to really
ABHOR YCQURSELF? Have you truly REPENTED as Job di d? Have you
TOTALLY SURRENDERED yourself to God and given your very LIFE to H m
to use AS HE SEES FI T?

God COVWANDS US to quit justifying the SELF! "Let the w cked
forsake H'S WAY, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him
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return unto the Lord, and he will have nercy upon hiny and to our
God, for he will abundantly pardon” (lsa. 55:7). But perhaps you
don't think you' ve been wi cked?

The Al m ghty CGod declares: "There is NONE righteous, no, NOT
ONE' (Rom 3:10). Again, He states: "For ALL HAVE SI NNED, and cone
short of the glory of God" (verse 23).

Yes, we have ALL BROKEN GOD' S LAW And professing Christianity
is STILL breaking H's Law and TRYI NG TO JUSTI FY DA NG SO

God thunders: "For ny thoughts are NOT your thoughts, neither
are your ways ny ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are
hi gher than the earth, so are ny ways hi gher than your ways and ny
t hought s than your thoughts" (lsa. 55:8-9).

This means YOU and ME! DON T apply this to soneone el se --
apply it to YOURSELF!

Many of you reading this editorial think you are already
"saved" -- when the truth of the matter is that you NEVER have cone
to the place of TOTAL SURRENDER to God and H s ABSOLUTE RULE over
your lives! If this includes you, then you have NEVER received of
God's Holy Spirit and been begotten as His spiritual son.

That is WHY you may not have been able to really understand
Bi bl e PROPHECY before! That is WHY you never really UNDERSTOOD t he
great PURPCSE bei ng worked out here below. And that is why God
al ways seened so far away -- so UNREAL.

This lack of God's Spirit is the reason that you were not
continually GRONNG in grace and in know edge -- and that you have
| acked vital scriptural truths so many years of your life.

It is tine to AWAKEN and begi n REAL CONVERSI ON!

You shoul d apply these |l essons to your own SELF. And you
shoul d strive NOT to get your feelings hurt by the correction and
t he exhortation which is here given in deep |ove!

Renenber that when Jesus was showing Hi s disciples that they
had to literally "eat”™ of Hmand H s nessage, many got their
feelings hurt and drew back. "Many therefore of his disciples, when
they heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it?"
(John 6:60.) But Jesus asked the twelve, "WII| you also go away?"

Then Peter gave an answer which has the SAVE Sl GNI FI CANCE
today. He said: "Lord, to whomshall we go? THOU HAST THE WORDS OF
ETERNAL LI FE' (verses 67-68).

SALVATI ON | S EDUCATI ON!

ITS HARD to believe, but it's true -- mllions have BELI EVED
on Jesus Christ and are NOT "saved."

M1llions actually worship Christ IN VAIN

Your Bible reveals the WHOLE WORLD has been DECEI VED about the
true way to salvation! There's a reason why.

Basi s of True Educati on

The cause of all this world' s unhappi ness, sorrows,
sufferings, poverty and RELI @ QUS CONFUSI ON | S WRONG educati on, and
t he LACK of educati on!

But why? How can this be true in our "enlightened" age?

Simply because the world has thrown away t he BASI C TEXTBOXX of
true education -- the HOLY BIBLE! The world has gotten all m xed
up. The world does not realize just WHAT the Bible really IS

The Bible is the FOUNDATI ON OF ALL KNOALEDGE -- and the TRUE
APPRCACH to the acquisition of all discoverable know edge.

Do you know what is the very TRUNK of the tree of true
know edge?
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It is the PURPOSE for the very existence of human life on
earth! It is to know the MEANING of life. It is to discern the TRUE
values fromthe false. It is to know THE WAY to peace, happi ness,
abundant wel | -bei ng, and ETERNAL LIFE -- THE WAY to what
fundanental i sts call "salvation."

VWhat IS salvation? Is it a place -- a geographical |ocation?
Is it a changed CONDITION? Is it a change of COVWPOSI TI ON? Exactly
HOW do we obtain it?

Nowhere but in the BIBLE can one find TH S BASI C NECESSARY
KNOALEDGE! CGod inspired the Bible to be the very BASIS of all true
educati on.

True Know edge Rejected

Many today believe "the Bible was not witten to informman's
mnd" and that it is "not Biblical" to say the Gospel of Christ is
an EDUCATI ONAL nessage! This has been the common conception --
since the so-called "ol d-fashi oned gospel” of the evangelica
fundanental i st Protestant denom nations was first introduced as the
"newf angl ed" religion several hundred years ago.

But this so-called "ol d-fashioned gospel” is NOT the true
Cospel Jesus Christ brought to mankind! It is NOT "the faith once
delivered to the saints.” Yet mllions have SUPPOSED it is! They
have supposed that the "Cospel” is a sentinmental, nebul ous,
ethereal sort of EMOTION -- that it's irrational and UNrelated to
t he M ND

They SUPPCSE that this "gospel" came out of the Biblel
Therefore they ASSUVE that the Bible is an inpractical book of
maudl in sentinentality, utterly unrelated to rational KNOALEDGE
Thus the Bible has come to be regarded as outnoded superstition --
a book of fables -- the witings of an ancient race of Jews
i gnorantly searching for a national concept of God.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Students at this college have not |earned the rea
pur pose and neaning of life. Not even the greatest educationa
institutions of this world can inpart know edge they do not
possess!

So "thinkers,"” WTHQOUT thinking, and W THOUT checking to SEE
what the Bible really is, or what it says, have relegated it to the
scrap heap of outworn superstition. The "educated" have thrown it
out the w ndow, W THOUT searching to PROVE their biased assunption

And many of the foll owers of evangelical Protestantism have
supposed that "the Bible was not witten to informman's m nd, but
merely to CHANGE MAN S HEART." They have accepted a sancti noni ous
sentimentalism in which they get to "feel” that they are
spiritual, and that they are "saved," largely SHUTTING UP THEI R
M NDS agai nst the rational teachings of the Bible.

No wonder the men of science, and the educators of this world
have ASSUMED t hat the Bible contains nothing rational -- but only
sensel ess, sentinental superstition, entirely irrational

A Change of M ND

If the Bible was witten to "CHANGE nan's heart" -- and indeed
it was -- how can what is witten there change man's HEART, if it
i s never understood by the M ND? OBVIQUSLY IT CAN T!

Just what does the Bible nmean when it speaks of nman's "heart"?
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The word "heart"” is used, in this sense, to inply the ATTI TUDE OF
M NDI' The Bi bl e says: "the heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked ..." (Jer. 17:9). It is not referring to the
organ that punps bl ood inside nman's chest. It is referring to man's
NATURE -- his attitude, or spirit, or tendency of MND. It is
referring to his natural CHARACTER!

But HOW does God go about CHANG NG this deceitful, w cked
nature -- this "heart"” -- this attitude of MND in nan?

WHAT is the Gospel Message for doing that -- for giving
"sal vation"?

Jesus began Hi s Gospel Mnistry and teaching, saying, "The
time is fulfilled, and the Kingdomof God is at hand: REPENT ye,
and BELIEVE the Cospel™ (Mark 1:15). He said there are two
conditions WE nust perform -- REPENTANCE AND BELI EF!

On the great day of Pentecost when Peter had received God's
Holy Spirit, he explained the WAY of sal vation: "REPENT, and be
bapti zed every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
rem ssion of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit" (Acts 2:38).

Here again we find two conditions -- REPENTANCE and BELI EF. To
"be baptized" is the outward cerenony of the | NMARD BELI EVI NG
Exampl e: the eunuch said to Philip, "see, here is water: what cloth
hi nder ne to be baptized? And Philip said, if thou BELIEVES' wth
all shine heart, thou mayest" (Acts 8:36-37).

Yes, CGod requires TWD conditions which WE nmust do. Then GOD

does the "saving" -- the converting of our mnds by Hs Spirit
which He will give us upon fulfilling these conditions. H's Holy
Spirit will then LEAD US along the way to salvation. It will inpart

to us the faith, I ove and power necessary to OVERCOVE and CONTROL
the downward pulls of our sinful human nature. This is how CGod
changes or converts our M NDS

But how does one cone to repent? \Wat does the word "repent”
mean?

The dictionary definition of repent is: "To CHANGE one's
M ND." And the Bible says, "Godly sorrow worketh repentance" (I
Cor. 7:10). This is done in and by the M ND

And how does one BELIEVE, in order to be "saved"? Again, one
nmust believe with the MND

Sal vation |Is Education

The very last words of the apostle Peter's letters were: "but
grow in grace, and in the KNOALEDGE of our Lord and Savi or Jesus
Christ” (Il Pet. 3:18). And notice the FOUNDATI ON of know edge --

t he STARTI NG APPROACH to wi sdom "The fear of the Eternal is the
begi nni ng of wi sdom a GOOD UNDERSTANDI NG have all they that do His
commandnents ... (Ps. 111:10). You can UNDERSTAND and gain
KNOALEDGE only with the M ND!

Now what does STUDY nean? Do we "study” with our minds -- or
our hearts? W find this instruction and teaching: "STUDY to show
t hysel f approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashaned, rightly dividing the Word of Truth" (Il Tim 2:15). That
is a conmmand! One can STUDY, and RIGHTLY DI VIDE the Wrd of God
ONLY WTH H S M ND!

God teaches -- yes, COVWANDS! -- that the Scriptures are to be
studied -- with the mnd. Qherw se, how could we know Cod's wil|l
for us? So we find this comand: "Wherefore be ye not unwi se, but
UNDERSTANDI NG what the WLL of the Lord is" (Eph. 5:17).

VWhat a tragedy that M LLIONS have been deceived into a FALSE
"sal vation" inoculated with the spiritual poison that "salvation”
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and the "CGospel " are concerned only with a sancti noni ous nent al
anesthetic, SHUTTING UP THE MND to God's real truth, accepting the
counterfeit of a sentinental "feeling" of piety.

VWhat, then, IS the Holy Bible?

PHOTO CAPTI ON:  TWD EXTREMES -- Two concepts of, and approaches to,
the "CGospel of Christ" are illustrated in these photos fromthe
British Isles. Procession at top took place in Bel fast, Ireland.
Bel ow that is Scottish "pop" priest advertising "preach-ins" for
young adults. Modd "Flower Grls" and well-known di sc jockey
cheerfully assist in his canpaign.

It is the revelation of the BASIC all-inportant know edge
which is otherwise utterly inaccessible to the MND of man -- the
know edge of WHAT man is; of WHY man is; of the true values; of THE
WAY t o peace, happi ness, abundant wel | bei ng, success, and to
ETERNAL LI FE.

It is the FOUNDATI ON OF ALL KNOMALEDGE -- scientific, physical,
and SPIRI TUAL. No one can be properly EDUCATED except by and
through it.

No one can know the way to ETERNAL LIFE, except by what the
Bi bl e contains. And that is exactly what we will study with this
| esson.

LESSON 23
Oigin of Fal se Education

True education began in the Garden of Eden. Inmmediately after
creating the first man, CGod began instructing Adamin the WAY of
abundant living and eternal life.

FALSE EDUCATI ON al so started in Eden when Satan came al ong. He
pl anted DOUBTS in Eve's mi nd. He PERVERTED all God had taught the
first man and wonman! Let's begin to understand.

1. Did God BEG N Adam s education by teaching himwhat to eat?
Gen. 2:16. Did this include the fruit of the "Tree of Life," which
we know represented the Holy Spirit and eternal life? Verse 9. \Was
the instruction in verse 16 actually a COMAND gi ven by Al m ghty
God?

2. Did God also WARN Adam that the fruit of one tree woul d be
PO SONOUS -- FATAL -- for himto eat? Verse 17. Wat was CGod REALLY
teaching Adamin these verses?

COMMENT: By showi ng Adam what to eat, God began to teach him
the WAY of life which results in great physical and spiritual
bl essings. And in showi ng hi mwhat not to eat, God began to point
out ANOTHER WAY of |ife which PRODUCES mi sery, anguish and untold
suffering -- the way which ultimately ends in EVERLASTI NG DEATH!

And so, God reveal ed TWO WAYS OF LIFE to Adam and Eve in the
Garden of Eden. They were free to CHOOSE WH CH WAY t hey woul d LI VE.

3. Now let's nmonentarily junp ahead about fourteen centuries
to be sure we understand. Did God place before ancient Israel TWD
DI FFERENT WAYS of |ife? Deut. 30:19. Wre they FREE TO " CHOOSE"
whi ch way they would go? Did God ADVISE, and in fact, COVWAND
Israel (as He did Adan) to "choose LIFE'" -- to choose the way of
OBEDI ENCE to God which results in great blessings?

COMMENT: Man has been a FREE MORAL AGENT fromthe begi nning.
Each of us is FREE TO CHOOSE whether to live God's way and reap
trenendous bl essings, or REJECT H s way and experience a M SERABLE



LI FE of curses ending i n DEATH
4. But what did Satan, the Serpent, LYINGAY instruct Eve
concerning God's warning? Gen. 3:4. And what did gullible mankind

-- Adam and Eve -- DO after listening to the Devil's very appealing
deception? Verse 6. Didn't this SEEM-- to their carnal human way
of reasoning -- like the "pleasant” and proper course to foll ow,

even though God warned that disobedi ence would result in DEATH?
Sane verse.

COMVENT: Satan offered the first humans a COUNTERFEI T WAY to
abundant living and eternal life. It is the way of follow ng the
di ctates of human nature which actually |eads us AWAY from God and
all we really desire.

THIS is the wetched and m serabl e way manki nd has fol |l owed
ever since -- the way which results in suffering and deat h!

I nfluenced invisibly by Satan and his denons, and assured visibly
by Satan's HUMAN AGENTS, nman has readily yielded to his own
downward pulls.

God wants us to learn from Adam and Eve's terrible exanple so
we WON T FOLLOW I N THEI R FOOTSTEPS!

5. Did Jesus call Satan the "father" or originator of all
i es? John 8:44.

COMMENT: The Devil personally taught in the Garden of Eden --
and has continued to teach through supernatural thought
i npl antation and through his human "mnisters"” -- that obedience to
God i s NOT NECESSARY for sal vation!

These fal se teachers will tell you there is NO way by which
you, PERSONALLY, can keep God's conmmandnents. They teach that
Christ kept God's Law FOR YOU, and that all you have to do to be
"saved" is just believe that He did, and "accept" H m as your
Savi or .

NOTHI NG COULD BE FURTHER FROM THE TRUTH!

These nen are nerely CONTINU NG Satan's fal se teachi ngs by
urgi ng manki nd to go ahead and di sobey God, neanwhile assuring us
with the Devil's LYING words, "YE SHALL NOT SURELY DI E' (Gen. 3:4).

God MEANS what He says! Disobedience to Hmresults in DEATH

Noti ce what Jesus taught concerning salvation: "If thou wlt
enter into {eternal} life, KEEP THE COVMANDVENTS' (Mat. 19:17).
That 1S WHY God commands us to REPENT and begin OBEYING Hm He
wants to G VE US ETERNAL LI FE!

God does not command us to do the inpossible. In Acts 2:38, He
instructs us to "REPENT and be BAPTIZED ... and ye shall receive
the gift of the HOLY SPIRIT." God PROM SES to give us His Spirit of
LOVE and POAER by which we CAN KEEP H S COMVANDMENTS -- but ONLY if
we first fulfill H's conditions!

6. Could there have been a CHANGE in Cod's standards and
requi renents since Christ's death? Mat. 5:17-19 and Heb. 13:8.
Therefore, has CGod's nmessage al ways been one of OBEDI ENCE to Hi s
Law?

COMVENT: W need to realize the Devil and his denons are
literal, LIVE and ACTIVE spirit beings whomwe nust RESIST! They
are able to conceive of all kinds of ways to appeal to the downward
pul I s of our evil human nature.

Because of these downward pulls, Adam and Eve inmedi ately
foll owed Satan's fal se teachings. For the Devil's ways APPEAL to
man' s base nature!

Down t hrough the centuries, carnal-m nded man has continued to
reject God's revealed way of life. So today we find oursel ves
living in a confused and deceived, chaotic civilization. Every
phase of this Babylonish systemwe live in is established on
principles dianmetrically CONTRARY to the | aws of God!
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7. WHY has mankind been so willing to "fall"” for Satan's lies
fromthe begi nning? Rom 8:7; 1:21-22, 28.

COMMENT: These ancient people, |led by their | NHERENTLY
REBELLI QUS CARNAL M NDS, did NOT want to follow the way of life God
revealed in the Garden of Eden. Therefore they REJECTED God and Hi s
true know edge.

As the ancients groped in the dark, seeking to |earn about
"the unknown" without God to |l ead them they SPECULATED their way
i nto the pagan phil osophi es that have come down to us today -- the
teachings of Aristotle, Socrates, Plato, Epictetus and Virgil --
whi ch have fornmed the VERY BASI S OF MODERN EDUCATI ON!

And so even as the ancients "D D NOT LIKE TO RETAIN GOD I N
THEI R KNOALEDGE, " nodern education has no place for GOD or Hi s
divine revelation -- the Holy Biblel

This, then, is the origin of TODAY' S educational system It
begi ns by saying, "CGod is DEAD'! It |aunches man on the road of
human search for "truth" and "understandi ng" WTHOUT CGod. It
follows the way which "SEEMETH RIGHT" to the carnal mind -- the way
whi ch ends in UTTER OBLIVION! (Prov. 16: 25.)

God reveals that Hs inspired Wrd is the very BASIS or
FOUNDATI ON of all true know edge. But today carnal man continues to
base his way of |ife upon the opinions of other GOD REJECTI NG
CARNAL- M NDED MEN. And so our nodern educational systemis a
CONFUSI ON of sone truth m xed with MJUCH ERROR

We need to understand that spiritual conversion involves the
process of UNLEARNI NG this wong know edge, as well as LEARN NG
God' s true know edge. But we can't begin this process until we
first ook into God's Wrd to see what He REALLY TEACHES -- to
| earn the basic know edge God intends us to LIVE by and BU LD upon!

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Inscriptions found in London, England. They are the
fruits of a God-rejecting, perm ssive society deluded by nodern
education -- both secular AND reli gious!

War ni ngs Agai nst Fal se Teachers

1. Does Jesus warn us agai nst FALSE m nisters? Mat. 7:15. And
did Paul warn that the DEVIL'S m nisters woul d MASQUERADE as God' s
true mnisters? Il Cor. 11:13-15.

COMMENT: Jesus warns us to beware of those who SEEMto be
CGod's ministers, but are in reality -- though unwittingly -- the
"mnisters"” of the Devil!

2. Christ calls upon all people to REPENT (Mat. 4:17). But was

the "nystery of INNQU TY" -- a religious system of LAWESSNESS not
calling for repentance and obedience to God -- already at work a
very short tine after Christ's death? Il Thes. 2:7.

3. Did this novenent have its ministers, sone of whom even
clained the rank of "apostle"? Il Cor. 11:12-13. And was Paul
sorrowful because he knew they would try to deceive the
Corinthians? Il Cor. 11:3-4.

4. \What did Paul warn concerning our TIME when this world
would be in its death throes -- just as the end of this age | oons
immnent? Il Tim 4:3-4

COMMENT: Do you realize the full significance of this
dangerous condition? It means the vast majority of professing
Christians today believe in FALSE doctrines of salvation!

The churches of this world have a DEAD FAI TH which is nere
belief in Christ, WTHOUT OBEDI ENCE TO GOD!' They HAVE NOT REALLY
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REPENTED BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT KEEPI NG GOD' S COMVANDMENTS -- a
CONDI TION required for salvation. God says a dead "NO WORKS' faith
produces only DEATH (James 2:14-26; Rom 6:23.)

PHOTO CAPTI ON: New York City pedestrians pause to hear a wonman
preacher expound her version of the "CGospel of Jesus Christ."

Jesus taught: "IF thou wilt enter into {eternal} life, KEEP
THE COVMANDMENTS' (Mat. 19:17). Then He enunerated enough of the
Ten Conmandnents to show it was this particular [aw that nmust be
obeyed AS A CONDITION to receiving eternal life.

You can't EARN eternal life. God AQVES it as a FREE G FT --
but only to those who "keep the Commandnents” -- God's Law. He will
not give eternal life to those who CONTINUE LIVING IN SIN. And what
is sin? "Sin is the TRANSGRESSI ON of the LAW (1 John 3:4).

5. Is the Law, which includes all of GOD S COVVANDMENTS,

i mut abl e and eternal ? Ps. 111:7-8.

COMMENT: For six thousand years the world has been going the
WAY that "SEEM5S' RIGHT TO MAN. NO WONDER it is in such chaos and
conf usi on!

The WAY OF THIS WORLD has brought not hi ng but unhappi ness,
enpti ness, discontent, poverty, sickness, disease, chaos and
despair to all people! It has produced none of the GOOD TH NGS CGod
wants to bestow upon nanki nd!

The sooner nman begins to live by God's Law, the sooner he will
profit -- both physically and spiritually!

God says: "SEEK ye the Lord while He may be found, call ye
upon Hmwhile He is near: LET THE W CKED FORSAKE H S WAY, and the
unri ghteous man H'S THOUGHTS: and let himreturn unto the Eternal,
and He will have nercy upon him ... for He will abundantly pardon.
For My THOUGHTS ARE NOT YOUR THOUGHTS, neither are your ways My
ways, saith the Eternal” (Isa. 55:6-8).

THIS is the WAY to salvation! THIS 1S the way to FIND God!
SEEK HI M by forsaki ng YOUR OMN WAYS AND THOUGHTS -- the WAYS YQU
have t hought to be right in your own eyes!

Since the BIBLE contains GOD' S WAY, we mnust turn solely to its
teachi ngs for guidance. It beconmes OQUR GU DE FOR RI GHTEQUS AND
SUCCESSFUL LIVING That is why Jesus said man shall |ive by EVERY
WORD OF GOD!

The Bi bl e nust be the SUPREME AUTHORI TY over our lives. W
nmust therefore, and henceforth, STUDY the Bible -- NOT just
carel essly, but STUDY to LEARN GOD S WAYS, and to LIVE by EVERY
WORD OF GOD, instead of by human consci ence!

VWhat Repentance IS and I's NOT!

1. Did Christ say that people can actually WORSH P H m
acknow edging that He is Lord, and yet not enter H s Kingdon? Mat.
7:21. How el se can they WORSH P Hm and yet not be born of God at
Christ's comng? Mat. 15:8-9. Then WHO WLL enter God's Ki ngdonf?
Mat. 7:21, last part.

COMMENT: It's difficult to believe, but it's true -- in
TODAY' S religious confusion MLLIONS have supposed they had
salvation spiritually -- they have BELI EVED ON Jesus Christ -- but

are NOT SAVED because they REFUSE to obey Cod.

Listen to what el se Jesus said about people who want to
wor shi p H m W THOUT OBEDI ENCE TO God's Commands: "Howbeit IN VAIN
do they worship nme, teaching for doctrines the commandnments of MEN.



11

For, LAYI NG ASI DE THE COMVANDMENT OF GOD, ye hold the tradition of
MEN ... Full well ye REJECT the Commandnent of God, that ye may
keep your OM tradition" (Mark 7:7-9)

Man woul d rather do al nost anything el se than surrender
hinself to God. H s carnal nature REBELS at the thought of
submtting to God's Law Therefore nen have substituted their own
| aws and custons for God' s commandments, thinking they can still
recei ve salvation by nerely BELIEVING in Christ as their Savior.

PHOTO CAPTION: This is one reason why so nmany reject and ridicule
the Bi ble and true nessage of Jesus Christ!

2. Human nature wants to BE right, but it doesn't want to DO
right! So people often say, "Well, here's the way | look at it" --
thus putting thenselves in the place of the BIBLE If it "l ooks
right" to them it becones their law. In other words, they try to
be SELF- Rl GHTEQUS.

Just what does |saiah 64:6 say about our "righteousnesses"?
And what did Jesus say about those who "trusted in THEMSELVES t hat
they were RI GHTEQUS'? Luke 18:9-14.

PHOTO CAPTION: Not really knowing the Bible definition of
"repentance" and "belief in Christ,” many have nmade their
"decisions for Christ" at nmeetings like this.

3. Wat is the end result of this world' s kind of SORROWN or
"repentance"? Il Cor. 7:10, last part. But what kind of sorrow for
sin does God accept, and where does it |ead? Verse 9 and first part
of verse 10.

COMMENT: It is conmmonly believed that a TEMPORARY REMORSEFUL
FEELI NG over past m stakes and nere ACCEPTANCE of Christ is all
there is to being "saved." Are you |ike nmany thousands of others
who have "made their decision for Christ” in this manner, and have
"given yourself to Hm' to be saved BY HM wi t hout any further
effort on YOUR PART?

God says such "repentance" is totally unacceptable and will
end i n DEATH

True repentance -- "CGodly sorrow' -- neans to TURN AROCUND AND
BEG N LI VING THE OPPCSI TE WAY -- GOD' S WAY! THAT was Jesus'
message! (Luke 13:3; Mat. 19:17.) W cannot all ow our carnal
CGod-rejecting mnds (Rom 8:7) to continue ruling our bodies if we
are going to be acceptable to God and born into H s Ki ngdom

4. If one has truly repented and received the Holy Spirit,
will his whole mnd be RENEVED SPI RI TUALLY -- will his thinking and
out | ook becone CHANGED from what it used to be? Rom 12:2; Eph.
4:22-24 and Col . 3:9-10.

COMMENT: A true Christian is a NEW SPI Rl TUAL CREATI ON bei ng
created into God's CHARACTER | MAGE. Although it is a spiritual
matter, involving God's Holy Spirit, this CHANGE takes place in the
M ND.

The FIRST step toward spiritual renewal of the mind is
REPENTANCE. Repentance literally neans "a change of M ND." The
SECOND step which is ACCEPTANCE of, and FAI TH in, Jesus Christ as
personal Saviour, also takes place in the mnd.

The THIRD step is baptism after which God PLACES W THI N our
mnds the gift of Hs Holy Spirit which RENEWS, or changes, the



12

mnd with God's spiritual know edge and under st andi ng.

5. Is a spirit-begotten Christian being created to PERFORM
"good works"? Eph. 2:10 and 4:24. Notice the words "created in
Rl GHTEQUSNESS and true holiness" in Eph. 4:24. And what is
"righteousness"? Ps. 119:172. Then isn't it plain that true
repentance i s acconpani ed by OBEDI ENCE to God? Acts 5:32. OF COURSE
IT 1S

6. Must true Christians also GRONin God' s grace and
know edge? Il Peter 3:18.

COMMENT: In other words, though we perhaps have never thought
of it inthis light before, true spiritual conversion is education!
And TRUE EDUCATI ON LEADS TO CONVERSI ON -- A CHANG NG of our mi nds
to think and act nore as GOD does and says in H's textbook for
ri ghteous living.

If the experience of repentance does not |ead to our thinking
and doing conpletely differently than we used to, it is NOT TRUE
REPENTANCE!

Man is the highest nortal being God created on earth. And his
M ND IS the highest part of man's faculty which, above all else,
el evates hi m above dunb animals. Cod intends that our m nds be
devel oped, trained and USED to H s honor and gl ory!

Further Warni ngs Agai nst Fal se Teachers

1. What did Jude exhort true Christians to do? Jude 3. Wy?
Verse 4.

COMMENT: Jude was urging Christians to earnestly strive to
maintain the truth they had received fromthe apostles, for there
were already in his day FALSE PREACHERS creeping into the church
and PERVERTING the true way to salvation -- just as Paul had
prophesi ed they would a few years earlier!

These fal se teachers were turning the GRACE, or forgiveness,
of God into "lasciviousness" -- into LICENSE TO DI SOBEY GOD!' They
were twisting the neaning of the Scriptures to excuse their own
di sobedi ence to God's Law. These fal se preachers were begi nning to
i ntroduce the idea that God's Commandnents were done away, or
changed.

THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT WE ARE HEARI NG TODAY!

2. What does CGod say about these so-called "mnisters"” who say
they KNOWH m yet do NOT keep H s Commandrments? | John 2:4.

COMMENT: God says they are LIARS!! YOQU can't trust a LIAR toO
teach you the true way to sal vation!

How DI FFERENT the Word of God is fromthe teachings of mnen!
God nekes it very plain that to be a true Christian, one has to
foll ow Jesus and obey GOD S COVMVANDIVENTS!

You were born into a world that fills the m nds of people with
FALSE EDUCATION from early chil dhood. And because we like to be
wel I thought of, to be "liked," and to be "accepted," people are
trapped into conforming -- into followi ng the fal se teachi ngs of
this world |ike BLIND sheep!

But through these | essons and H's Wrd, God is now calling you
out of the corrupt systemof this world to |learn and follow the
truth -- BEFORE I T'S TOO LATE! You don't have to be |ike those of
whom Chri st said: "This people honoureth me with their |ips, but
their HEART is FAR FROM ME" (Mark 7:6).

Yes, through this Course and the Bible, you ARE GETTI NG back
to the "faith once delivered"!

How t o Recogni ze God's Church
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1. Is the Bible to be the SOURCE of our doctrine? Il Tim
3:16. Does God's true Church KEEP Hi s commandnents? Rev. 12:17.

COMMVENT: Jesus prom sed He would build H'S Church. He prayed
that Hi s Church would be ONE, not many divi ded and confused
denom nations. But He al so WARNED there woul d ari se MANY FALSE
teachers and mnisters who woul d found many DI FFERENT chur ches
whi ch woul d PROFESS TO BE THE CHURCHES OF GOD, and through these
woul d decei ve the MANY.

The CHURCH JESUS PROM SED to build is COMWPCSED OF THOSE WHO
ARE FI LLED WTH AND LED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD. Through the Holy
Spirit, Jesus has guided it into Hs truth THROUGH ALL AGES despite
enem es fromw thout who try to creep within, PROFESSING to teach
the truth.

It is a Commandnent - keepi ng Church, NOT a POLI TI CAL
organi zation. This Church faithfully retains the "testinony of
Jesus Christ" recorded in inspired scripture. This Church
recogni zes Christ as its Living Head and it is subject to Hs
gover nnent .

Do you realize the one BASI C DI FFERENCE between God's true
Church and all others -- the difference between it and THE WORLD?
That difference is the SOURCE of its religion. IT IS THE BI BLE!

But in order to appear "acceptable" in the eyes of others --
in order to avoid the unconfortable feeling of INFERIORITY --
peopl e BY NATURE woul d rather accept the beliefs and practices of
the WORLD ABOUT THEM

The CHURCHES OF THE WORLD PRCOFESS to believe in God. They even
claimto believe and FOLLONthe Bible -- BUT by reading their OMN
meaning into it. They seemto believe that God speaks to man
t hrough his CONSCI ENCE, and then carel essly ASSUME this squares
with the Bible.

But believe it or not, the actual source of the beliefs and
practices of nearly all people is SOCIETY -- this world! And,
realize it or not, this is the very essence of "WORLDLI NESS"!
(Wite for and study our FREE article "Wat is Worldliness?")

2. Does the Bible also say the Scriptures are for our reproof
and correction? Il Tim 3:16.

COMMENT: Have you ever heard someone say to a friend: "I'm
terribly upset -- | believe | have been wong about ny beliefs, and
I think I made a m stake in form ng nost of ny opinions.” Have you?
It's highly doubtful! The carnal mnd doesn't like to be corrected
and admit mstakes. But the repentant mind will take correction and
ADM T ERROR!

Notice this scripture says the Bible is profitable for reproof
and correction. And for instruction in "righteousness" -- our
obedi ence to CGod. The Bible, then, becones our BASIC CGU DE for
living, once we turn around and go the other way -- once we repent
and begi n OBEYI NG God!

Repent ance |I's Unconditional Surrender

One of the world' s well-known preachers said he cannot inagine
a loving Christ comng to this earth as a war-naker and conqueror.
Most of professing Christianity is in for quite a SURPRISE -- for
this is exactly how He 1S comng! (Rev. 17:13-14; 19:11-16.)

Carnal -m nded nman is HOSTILE to -- at WARwith -- Christ and
H's Father's Law (Rom 8:7). Christ would far rather shake this
world until its inhabitants' teeth rattle, than let themgo on in
their rebellious, sinful ways until "there should no flesh be saved
[alive]" (Mat. 24:22).

But -- RIGHT NOW-- before Christ cones to FORCE this world
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into surrendering to HHm He is calling upon nmen to VOLUNTARI LY
SURRENDER TO HI S AUTHORI TY!

To "repent” sinply neans to SURRENDER ourselves to God's will
UNCONDI TI ONALLY!

During World War 11, when the Allied H gh Conmand cal |l ed on
CGermany, Italy and Japan to surrender, they denmanded UNCONDI TI ONAL
surrender, which neant the defeated Axis Powers gave thensel ves up
conpletely -- without any strings attached -- to the victors.

This is what Christ demands of us today!

Allied arm es then OCCUPI ED t he conquered territory, enforcing
the will of the occupying powers. Simlarly, once we conpletely
surrender -- repent -- to Christ and are baptized, God's Spirit
comes within us. It begins to influence OUR ways of thinking,
acting and living. No one thought it strange that the Americans,
British or French should claimthe right to tell the defeated Axis
Powers what to do -- to interfere with and regulate the lives of
the conquered. This is the right that God clains once we have
conpletely surrendered to H m

PHOTO CAPTI ON: General Douglas MacArthur signs World War 11
Japanese uncondi tional surrender docunents aboard the USS M ssouri,
Sept. 2, 1945. But unconditional surrender is not just for
Japanese. God denmands the unconditional surrender of every human
being in true repentance.

Even so, the OCCUPYING Holy Spirit does not cone within us for
t he purpose of taking away our free noral agency. It won't FORCE US
to do anything! It will only lead us in the right direction and
gi ve us added strength to FOLLOWNITS | eadi ng. W COULD REBEL agai n,
and be at war again if we so choose. But if we continue to rebel,
our FINAL defeat -- the Lake of Fire -- mght well be conpared to
an all-out annihilating nucl ear hol ocaust with NO CHANCE OF
SURRENDER! Let's not choose THAT way! But rather foll ow God's
Spirit as it helps, directs and enpowers us to practice our
merci ful Conqueror's WAY of |ife!

1. Did Jesus Christ say no one who put any other person or
t hi ng AHEAD of H m coul d be H s disciple? Luke 14:26, 27. Does this
extend to include the person's own LIFE al so? Verse 26.

COMMENT: "Hate" in verse 26 neans to |love | ess by conparison.

2. Did He say that whoever would quit being his old sinful
selfish self, and give up or "lose" his life to Christ, would live?
Mat. 16:24, 25.

COMMENT: Jesus is actually tal king about giving one's life in
TOTAL OBEDI ENCE AND SERVICE to God -- even DYING for Hm if He

should require that of us -- in return for ETERNAL |ifel
3. Is surrendering to Christ something to be consi dered
lightly? Or nust we first "count the cost” -- realizing what

surrendering to God really entails? Luke 14:28- 33.

COMMENT: These | essons are showi ng you what GOD REQUI RES of
t hose who would follow Hm The question is: what are you going to
DO about it?

A Fuller and Richer Life

Does our UNCONDI Tl ONAL SURRENDER of self to God al so nean He
wants all our MATERI AL GOODS t 00?

OF COURSE NOT!

We have a MUILTI - Bl LLI ONAl RE HEAVENLY Fat her! The EARTH IS H' S,
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and the ful ness thereof! He doesn't need anything FROM US, but we
DESPERATELY NEED EVERYTHI NG from H m

PHOTO CAPTI ON: God does not demand penance or torture fromtrue
Christians. It is Hs will to BLESS those who surrender to Hm At
left, devout Flagellants voluntarily submt to whipping and
flogging as an "act of faith." Above, a poor H ndu "Holy Man" sits
on a bed of nails.

God WANTS us to keep EVERYTHI NG that is GOOD for us, according
to Hs divinely reveal ed | aws! He wants us to give up only those
t hi ngs which are BAD FOR US -- especially doing those things we DO
which are notivated by our evil carnal nature.

1. Jesus cane to call us QUT of this TROUBLED WORLD. But did
He al so cone to make possible a fuller and richer 1ife? John 10:10.

COMMENT: This neans He cane that we mght have a happy, joyful
and productive Iife HERE AND NON A life just FILLED with interest,
ZEAL and USEFULNESS. HE DI D NOT TELL US TO BEND OUR BACKS UNDER A
MOUNTAI N OF HUMAN WOE AND SUFFERING O to do penance and live in
poverty and m sery!

Conversi on does not nean you cast all material things aside.

I nst ead, conversion nmakes possible for the first time our
intelligent use of God's material creation ACCORDING TO H S LAWS!

2. Did Christ say: "Throw material wealth and physica
pl easures away and seek ONLY the Kingdom of God"? Mat. 6:33.

COMMENT: Notice again what He DI D say: "Seek ye FIRST the
Ki ngdom of God, and Hi s righteousness; and ALL THESE THI NGS SHALL
BE ADDED UNTO YQU.

So it is not the giving up of material things that God is
interested in -- it is the ATTI TUDE you have toward t hem Seek
FI RST the Ki ngdom of God, and THEN (secondarily in inportance)
shall these other things be ADDED to you. God wants to BLESS US
with material things -- NOT TAKE THEM AWAY

Let's be BALANCED in our thinking about these things. Let's
understand the working of God's mind. W are here to learn howto
use the material world, not ABUSE it. W are here to learn howto
be happy and how to nmake ot hers happy, too.

If you seek FIRST the Kingdomof God with the wi sdom and
understanding of the Holy Spirit God promi ses to place in your
mnd, God will RICHLY BLESS YQU both spiritually and physically.
You will have an inward joy and peace of m nd and assurance of
eternal salvation, as this confused and chaotic world grows nore
and nore hectic each day!

Now |I's YOUR TI ME to Repent

Man is now engaged in a nmonentous struggle, the RESULT of
whi ch could well prove to be the TOTAL DESTRUCTI ON OF HUMAN LI FE
FROM THI S PLANET!

Yet al nost no one understands the real CAUSE of this world's
chaotic conditions, and of the wetched plight of mllions of human
bei ngs.

The apostle Paul, in witing to Tinmothy, foretold these
precise tines. W have now entered the | ast days of this age when
the unrestrained pulls of carnal nature are now bringing this world
into a final convulsive climax -- the results of which Christ said
woul d be the conplete annihilation of man fromthis earth, were He
not to intervene.
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1. How did Paul describe mankind in general today? Il Tim
3:1-5. Notice especially verse 5.

COMMENT: Yes, people PROFESS Christianity -- they attend
churches -- they have a "FORM of godliness,” but that nere outward
FORM and CEREMONY IS NOT enough!

God denmands a COVPLETE REVERSAL in the natural evil
i nclinations of mankind. In other words, TOTAL REPENTANCE of
followi ng the ways that seemright to human consci ence, and a
conpl ete TURNI NG AROUND to begin following the way of God as
revealed in the Biblel!

2. What el se does God have to say concerning this present evil
world we have all had a part in? | John 2:15-17 and Rom 12:2.

COMMENT: Here is the very STARTING PO NT on the way to
sal vation! God conmmands us to COVE OQUT OF TH S WORLD AND FORSAKE
I TS WAYS! Not to be conforned to its ways, but to becone |ike
Christ by allowing the Holy Spirit to come within us and HELP
CHANGE US!

This world is now teetering on the brink of UTTER OBLI VI ONI
Terrible suffering lies just ahead for those who are not under
God' s protection.

Are you NEGLECTI NG your opportunity for salvation and safety
in these trying tines, and in the absol utely hi deous days j ust
ahead? Are you THROWN NG AWAY your opportunity for ETERNAL LIFE in
preference to the corrupt, TEMPORARY |lusts of the flesh and the
tenptations of this world?

The apostle Paul was inspired to wite: "How shall we escape,
if we NEGECT SO great sal vation?" (Heb. 2:3).

Yes, HOW SHALL WE?

The bi ggest question you now face is this: WHAT ARE YOU GO NG
TO DO ABQUT I T? Now is YOUR TIME to repent and receive God's
Spirit. IT S LATER THAN YOU THI NK!

Your Faith I's Necessary

Let's understand exactly what part your own PERSONAL FAI TH or
belief has in repentance, and in your receiving of God's Holy
Spirit.

1. Does CGod state that Jesus Christ gave Hinself for our sins
so He m ght deliver us fromthis present evil age and provi de us
access to the Father? Gal. 1:3, 4 and Eph. 2:18. Are we to BELIEVE
this with all our being, having FAITH IN CHRI ST'S SACRI FI CE for our
sins? Acts 20: 21.

2. Must WE also BELIEVE -- have faith in -- Christ's gospel
message concerning the inmm nent establishnent of the Kingdom of God
on earth? Mark 1:15. (This obviously I NCLUDES belief in Christ as
our Savior and coming King.) Miust we also repent to ultimately
enter that Kingdon? Sane verse.

3. Must we repent and believe to receive the Holy Spirit? Acts
2:38. (Baptismis the outward expression of our inward believing.)

COMMENT: God requires TWDO PRI OR CONDI TIONS on YOUR part before
you can receive the gift of His Holy Spirit.

First, you nmust REPENT of sin! Second, you rmust BELIEVE IN
Christ as your Savior. But you cannot believe in Christ unless you
al so believe H s nessage -- the CGospel of the Kingdom of God (Mark
16: 15-16) .

However, NElI THER your repentance, your obedi ence, NOR YOUR
FAI TH can result in salvation! They are nmerely PRI OR CONDI TI ONS.

But when you supply these two conditions of repentance and personal
faith, then GOD STANDS BOUND BY H'S PROM SE to give you H's Holy
Spirit which inparts Christ's R GHTEQUSNESS AND H S FAI TH. THESE
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are the ingredients that "SAVE' and ultimately result in ETERNAL,
LI FE!

Let's be sure we really understand what KIND of faith is
requi red for sal vation.

The Faith That SAVES

M1 1ions have been deceived into falsely believing they HAVE
a "salvation"” which they do NOT yet have at all! GOD HELP US TO
REALLY UNDERSTAND!

It is NOT YOUR faith in Christ -- a faith YOU supply by
believing in Hmas Savior -- that saves you. It is CHRI ST'S FAI TH,
whi ch HE supplies and places in you by Hs Holy Spirit, which wll
ultimately save you! Notice this vital truth in your Bible.

1. Does CGod plainly state that we are saved through "faith"?
Eph. 2:8. But is this OQUR faith -- the kind of faith that we can
humanly supply? O is this kind of faith a "G FT" from God? Sane
ver se.

COMMENT: Notice that the particular faith spoken of in this
scripture is "NOI OF YOURSELVES." This is another kind of faith!

The faith that really saves is GVEN TOUS BY GD -- it is a
G FT FROMH M You don't supply it, or work it up.

2. By WHCSE faith are we justified or nade bl anel ess in the
sight of God? Gal. 2:16.

COMMENT: Notice Paul does not say, by YOUR faith in Jesus
Christ -- he says by "the FAITH OF JESUS CHRI ST." Paul is talKking
about CHRIST'S FAITH -- the faith HE has and uses -- the sanme faith
with which He performed all His mracles -- the sane faith by which
He lived. It is HS FAITH, placed by a nmracle -- as a gift direct
from God -- | NTO YOU

3. Wasn't it to prevent man fromthinking he can save hinself,
that Paul had to point out this was a SPECI AL KIND of faith? Eph.
2:9. Notice the words "l est any man shoul d boast.™

COMMENT: M1 lions have been deceived into believing that WE
nmust sonehow supply the FAITH that brings salvation! If WE could
work up, or if WE could supply this FAI TH by which we are saved,
WOULDN T THAT, in fact, anmount to our produci ng OQUR OAN SALVATI ON
by the very WORKS OF SUPPLYI NG THI S FAI TH?

Paul was very careful to point out that this faith is "NOT OF
YOURSELVES, |est any man shoul d boast™!

4. Is this SAVING faith inparted to us through the G FT of the
Holy Spirit which God promises to give us after we repent, believe
and are baptized? Acts 2:38 and Gal. 5:22.

COMMENT: You must first repent and believe IN CHRI ST, as a
condition, a prerequisite, in order that you may receive the faith
OF Christ. HS faith is placed mraculously within you by the Holy
Spirit!

How clear it becomes that there is really NOTH NG we, of
oursel ves, can actually do to save oursel ves! Yet we nmust conply
with God's CONDI TIONS before He will set His hand to save us. Qur
role is to REPENT and SURRENDER OUR WLL -- OUR WHOLE BEING -- to
God and H's Wrd, and then trust Hmby the FAITH OF CHRIST to
clean us up spiritually and ultimately give us eternal life.

But the | onger you put repentance off, the harder it wll
become. WHY it should be difficult to just go and throw oneself on
God's nmercy, ask H's forgiveness, and give ONESELF to Hm is hard
to understand. Yet sonmething in the human nature within us wll
keep tenpting one to PUT IT OFF. That tenptation is NOT OF GOD, you
may be sure!

IF in your heart you DO want to turn to a FULL and JOYFUL life
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filled with God's SPIRIT, then WHY DELAY? Yes, now IS YOUR TIME to
repent! Don't look for a certain feeling, but just REPENT, BELIEVE
and OBEY God. That is the true way to salvation. (To be continued)



