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This little old lady of Bihar, India, reflects the
grimess of famine in all its tragic details. God reveals ALL
suffering i s the AUTOVATI C PENALTY of followi ng the wong ways of
this world and the downward pulls of human nature. Yet through
m seducati on and RELI G QUS DECEPTI QN, nmen continually follow the
ways that seemright to the human m nd. Only when one comes to
realize that true, heartfelt repentance of sin and SELF is the
first step toward experiencing the abundant |ife God offers the
world, WLL GOD BEA N TO GRANT IT! This final |esson on repentance
makes it plain.

an open letter from THE STAFF

"I"ma changed man," said the reforned snoker. "I have finally
quit the tobacco habit!" This man felt he was a CHANGED man because
he had dropped a bad habit.

But was he really?

Jesus commands us to "repent” -- to CHANGE! (Mat. 4:17.) But
what is it Christ wants us to change? Merely our way of "thinking"
about Hi n? Do we change our "outl ook™ on religion? Do we change our
Church? Change our habits?

Change WHAT?

The apostl e Paul expl ained that the carnal mnd is ennmty
against CGod: for it is not subject to the |aw of God, neither
i ndeed can be" (Rom 8:7). That CARNAL nmind is the NATURAL human
mnd -- the nominal, sincere, natural, conmon "way of | ooking at
things" that all of us were born with! It's the m nd of every
normal human being PRIOR to this CHANGE Christ was tal king about!
Paul went on to say, "Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ,
HE 1S NONE OF HS'" (Rom 8:9). Did you notice it? If a man has not
the SPIRIT of Christ -- he doesn't BELONG to Christ, and therefore
I S NOT A CHRI STI ANI

Thi s change has sonething to do with the carnal mnd, and the
Spirit of Christ! Let's notice another inportant scripture. "I
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the nercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a LIVING SACRI FI CE, holy, acceptable unto God,
whi ch i s your reasonabl e service. AND BE NOT CONFORMED TO THI S
WORLD, but be ye TRANSFORMED by the RENEW NG OF YOUR M ND, that ye
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, wll of
God" (Rom 12:1-2). Read that scripture again! STUDY it!

God says you must undergo a renew ng, a TRANSFORM NG a
CHANG NG -- OF THE M ND!

This changing of the mind is a change of HUMAN NATURE

The nom nal, natural way of human nature is the way of
SELFi shness. The SELF is the entire notivating drive in human
nature. It is the pleasing of the self, the satisfaction of the
SELF -- the way of GETTING for the SELF that is the basis of human
nature. You are extrenely selfish! Al human beings are selfish.



2

And behind the selfishness of every person lies the root cause
of it all: VANITY!

"Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher, vanity of vanities;
ALL is vanity" (Eccl. 1:2). Every person is filled with VANITY, in
one formor another. Notice that Paul tells us, "For the creature
[correct meaning, "creation"] was made subject to VANITY, not
willingly, but by reason of himwho hath subjected the sanme in
hope" (Rom 8:20).

Al is vanity! The desire of every person to be "liked" by
others -- to be "well thought of," to be ACCEPTED by the society,
| ooked up to, respected, admired, and |loved by others -- ALL TH' S
IS VAN TY!

It is this VANITY which | eads a person to say, "Wat wll ny
friends say?" or, "Wat w |l PEOPLE think?"

Havi ng been reared in a world that nmeasures everything by WHAT
PEOPLE THI NK, YQU probably are QUI TE CONCERNED about the opinions
of your friends, neighbors and relatives. Unless you have repented
and been totally conquered by God, your life is all wapped up in
this age, this society! \Watever is the standard, whatever is
| ooked upon with approval BY these people, whose acceptance you
humanly covet, THAT becones the standard of your Iife!

If you're |like nost people -- you live in the way which is
MOST likely to GAIN for you the acceptance and approbati on you
seek. You are a PART OF THFS WORLD. Your life is regulated by this
world and its custonms, its holidays, its practices in business, in
social life, inreligious life, and all the many accepted standards
of society which nake up this "world."

Most people are ENSNARED by it -- trapped into CONFORM TY with
what ever is the way of the mgjority -- following |like blind SHEEP
wher ever society |eads, never QUESTI ONING WHETHER it is right, but
simply CONFORM NG TO t he ways of ot hers.

It is the VANITY in human nature, the SELFI SHNESS, which
drives individuals on and on, seeking the respect and approbation
of OTHER PECPLE!

It is to RELEASE us fromthese shackles of tradition and
soci ety that Jesus calls us OUT of this world!

Jesus said, "My kingdomis NOT of TH S WORLD' (John 18:36). He
was the Messenger from God the Father of a BETTER ki ngdom -- the
wor | drul i ng Ki ngdom of God! When Christ wal ked this earth AS A MAN,
He spoke to Hi s disciples of a soon-com ng WORLD GOVERNMENT t hat
woul d SUPERSEDE and PUT DOMN all opposing, man-nade governments,
and RULE THI S WORLD! (Rev. 2:26-27)

He prayed that H s disciples would be SEPARATE fromthis

world. "I pray for THEM | pray NOT for the world, but for them
whi ch thou hast given nme; for they are shine"” (John 17:9).
Did you know Jesus Christ Hinself said -- IF YOU ARE A TRUE

CHRI STI AN, YOUR FORMER FRI ENDS, YOUR RELATI VES, THI S SCCI ETY - -
WLL HATE YOU?

Li sten!

"I'f the world HATE YQU, ye know that it hated ne before it
hated you. If ye were OF the world, the world would | ove his own:
but because ye are NOT OF THE WORLD, but | have chosen you QUT of
the world, therefore the world HATETH YOU' (John 15:18-19).

Jesus said YOUR OAN FAM LY (unl ess converted) would begin to
| ook down on you, if you are really willing to OBEY HM "TH NK NOT
that 1 amcome to send peace on earth: | canme NOT to send peace,
but a sword. For | amconme to set a man at variance agai nst his
father, and the daughter agai nst her nother, and the
daught er-in-1 aw agai nst her nother-in-law. And a man's foes shall
be they of his own househol d" (Mat. 10: 34-36).
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If you are REALLY FOLLON NG CHRI ST -- LIVING as He lived,

DO NG as He did -- keeping God's LAWas He did -- this society,
even your closest fornmer friends and your own relatives, will begin
to RESI ST and PERSECUTE you.

"Forasnuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh,
armyourselves likewise with the sane nind: ... For the tine past
of our life may suffice us to have wought the will of the Gentiles
you followed the courses of society] that ye run not with themto
the sane excess of riot, SPEAKING EVIL OF YOU' (I Pet. 4:1-4).

Not i ce HOW STRONGLY God i npresses on every Christian that they
must di scontinue their relationships with this sinning society!
"Love NOT the world, neither the things that are in the world. If
any man |love the world, THE LOVE OF THE FATHER IS NOT IN HM For
all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the |ust of
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of
the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he
that DOETH THE WLL OF GOD abideth forever" (I John 2:15-17).

In Luke 14 Jesus sternly warns every prospective Christian to
COUNT THE COST of being a true follower of Hm How many people are
being told to COUNT THE COST -- or even told WHAT THAT COST IS, in
today's great evangelistic efforts which invite people to "nmake a
decision for Christ?"

Are they being told what it really MEANS? Are they being told
HOWto G VE thenselves to God -- HOVto serve Christ -- WHAT to do
-- WHAT it nmeans -- are they being told to COVE QUT of this
soci ety, and be NOT confornmed to the world?

No! They MOST DECI DEDLY ARE NOT!

Many people are being led to "accept Jesus" or to "receive
H ni' today, in a nonment of enotional renorse over past nistakes.
But many thousands DO NOT KNONWHAT TO DO to really becone a
Chri sti an!

Renenber, Jesus TELLS YOU what you nust DO to becone a
Chri sti an!

"Not every one that saith unto me, 'Lord, Lord' shall enter
i nto the kingdom of heaven; but he that DOETH the WLL OF My FATHER
which is in heaven" (Mat. 7:21). "REPENT" said Christ! "Do THE WLL
of God," said Jesus!

God's WLL is expressed in Hs Wrd. "Thy word is truth" (John
17:17). 1t is the TRUTH, the WORD of God that will set you free.

Here, then, is what it really COSTS to becone a true
Christian, and to becone a begotten son of God!

| T COSTS YOUR LI FE!

LI TERALLY!

Does that shock you? Perhaps it does, unless you think that
statenment is a kind of "spiritual phraseol ogy" which is just
anot her way of saying "set your heart on the Lord" or sone simlar
sentinent.

God's Wrd tells you that you nust LI TERALLY LAY DOMWN YOUR
LI FE for Christ.

"REPENT and BE BAPTI ZED every one of you in the nane of Jesus
Christ for the rem ssion of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38).

After you have been BROKEN UP, and YOUR OMN HUVAN W LL has
been totally SHATTERED, after you are DI SGUSTED with yourself --

KI LLED wi th ABHORRENCE at your own actions, your own way of life --
your own SELF, which is the VANITY within you -- THEN YQU shoul d be
BAPTI ZED!

Imrersion into a watery "grave" is a deep spiritual synbolism
which signifies the actual, LITERAL BURYI NG of the OLD SELF -- YQU
-- the way you HAVE BEEN, and the RESURRECTI ON of a NEW YQU -- now
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CONQUERED by God, SURRENDERED to God, neekly and hunmbly CHILD-1i ke
i n your obedi ence and TRUST in H mas your Living Saviour.

"Know ye not, that so many of us as were BAPTIZED into Jesus
Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore WE ARE BURIED with
hi m BY BAPTI SM | NTO DEATH: that |ike as Christ was raised up from
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so WE should WALK I N
NEWNESS OF LIFE. For if we have been planted together in the
i keness of his death, we shall be also in the |ikeness of his
resurrection. KNONNG TH'S, that our OLD MAN I S CRUCI FIED with him
that the BODY OF SIN [the fornmer "you"] m ght be DESTROYED, t hat
hencef orth WE SHOULD NOT SERVE SIN' (Rom 6:3-6).

PHOTO CAPTI ON: COST COUNTED -- M. Arnmstrong and staff pour over
pl ans for a new Ambassador College dormitory at the Texas canpus.
Cost of this building was counted in advance to assure its

conpl etion. But how many today are being told the true cost of
begi nning and conmpleting the Christian life?

Paul explained this principle further when he said, "For | was
alive without the | aw once [w thout a knowl edge of the |aw]: but
when the conmandnent canme [to his consciousness -- so he becane
AVWARE OF WHAT SIN WAS] SIN REVIVED [he was able to see clearly that
he was A GREAT SINNER] AND | DIED'" (Rom 7:9.) Paul said, "For
sin, taking occasion by the commandnent [being brought to light for
what it was by the [ aws of God] deceived ne, and BY I T SLEW ne.
WHEREFORE [ because God's Law had SHOMN H M he was a sinner] the |law
is HOLY, and the commandnment HOLY, and JUST, and GOOD!" (Rom

7:11-12.)
The apostle Paul was a true Christian. He had the Spirit of
God, which is promsed to every one who will literally LAY DOMN H S

LI FE, and surrender the SELF WLL, perform ng the ordi nance of
baptism and comng to God's throne of grace as a nmeek child. Paul
said, "I amCRUCIFIED with Christ: nevertheless |I live; yet not I,
but Christ liveth in nme: and the life which | nowlive in the flesh
| live by the faith of the Son of God, who |oved ne, and gave
hinself for nme" (Gl. 2:20).

After REPENTI NG and BEI NG BAPTI ZED, whi ch synbolizes the
BURYI NG of the old carnal self, which was formerly HOSTILE toward
God -- the Holy Spirit is then inplanted WTHI N your m nd, and
begi ns to CHANGE your mind. Jesus Christ begins to | NSPI RE your
t houghts, guide and direct your every action -- LIVE H'S LI FE over
again, WTH N YQU as you YIELD TO H m

And He does it through the power of God's Holy Spirit!

This is a great nystery to nost human beings -- and yet, the
Spirit of God MIUST enter our CARNAL minds to hel p CHANGE t hose
m nds, and hel p make them yi el di ng, hunbl e, and OBEDI ENT to God,
where they had been hostile, antagonistic, resentful, and bitter
toward our Creator!

The receiving of God's Spirit to hel p us CHANGE our human
nature is the receiving of an outside PONR -- a BEGETTAL which
makes us His spirit-begotten sons!

If you are a true Christian, you WLL NOT CONTINUE to blindly
follow the custons and practices of this society any further.
Instead, you will begin asking, "Wiat is GODS will, what does GOD
say about it?" And you will begin to SEARCH THE BI BLE TO GET TO
KNOWthe wi Il of God.

Your outlook and attitude will gradually becone CHRI ST-LI KE.
YOU will begin saying, with Christ, "Neverthel ess not MYy WLL, but



THY will, be done!"

VWere you fornerly "went along with the crowmd"” in soci al
activities, in custons of dress, in business practices, you wll
then begin to QUESTION the ways of the crowd. You will want to
first ascertain WHAT GOD'S WLL IS concerning these ways of life

THAT IS THE DEFI NI TION OF A CHRI STI AN

A Christian is a person who strives -- with all his own
strength and the additional POAER God gives -- to actually LIVE BY
EVERY WORD OF GOD!

"Man shall not LIVE by bread al one, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God" (Mat. 4:4). So said your
Saviour! But are nost professing Christians really LIVING by every
WORD of God?

OBVI QUSLY NOT! MOST PROFESSI NG CHRI STI ANS DO NOT EVEN KNOW A
SMALL PORTI ON OF WHAT THE WORD OF GOD says! It is because they
don't STUDY the Bible, and begin to DRINK I N of the Wrd of CGod
that they gullibly swallow and accept whatever others say and
bel i evel

A person who has really repented has been CONQUERED by God.
H's carnal will is BROKENl He realizes He has SINNEDI Sin is any
action that is contrary to the LAWS of God (I John 3:4). He then
CRIES QUT to God and asks for FORG VENESS for those sins, and a
LI FTING of the eternal death penalty, which every sin brings (Rom
6:23). He accepts God's prom se of forgiveness, ON FAI TH, by
accepting the sacrifice OF CHRI ST, accepting Jesus' death in
PAYMENT for the penalty of his own sins. He then takes the
ordi nance of BAPTI SM which shows God HE REALLY MEANS I T.

He expects CGod to stand back of His pronmise to give himthe
Holy Spirit, as a result of the REPENTANCE, belief and the baptism
whi ch God denands.

THEN -- AND NEVER UNTIL THEN -- WLL YOU BECOVE A TRUE
CHRI STI AN.

Finally, you will begin to PRACTICE as a HABIT, the very life
of Christ. "He that saith, 'I know him' and keepeth not his
commandnents, is a liar, and the truth is not in hinf (I John 2:4).
"He that saith he abideth in him[IS A CHR STI AN] OUGHT HI MSELF
ALSO SO TO WALK [LIVE], even as HE [Christ] wal ked" (I John 2:6).

The true Christian, who has REALLY repented, will LIVE as
Christ lived! He will be striving to keep the LAW5 of God with Hi's
spiritual help, being obedient to God in every way, and becom ng a
reci pient of the great HAPPI NESS and trenmendous BLESSI NGS that cone
with that obedience!

"For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also
suffered for US, LEAVING US AN EXAMPLE, that ye should FOLLOWH S
STEPS' (I Pet. 2:21).

CHECK UP on yoursel f!

STUDY these scriptures and those of this | esson I N YOUR Bl BLE
MANY of you THI NK you are already "saved" and that you are already
good Christians! But, "Let himthat thinketh he standeth take heed
lest he fall" (I Cor. 10:12).

GOD WON' T ACCEPT YQU "JUST AS YQU ARE"!

NEVER, in all history, have there been tines quite |like these!

Take a good | ook at the world for the proof.

Do you see a world BRI MFUL of happi ness, productivity,
success? Stable, secure homes? Respectful, obedient children? A
world full of harmony, joy and beauty?
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You nost certainly do not! You see, instead, a world filled
with jealousy, racial bigotry, religious intolerance, political
unrest, divorce, crine, juvenile delinquency and the constant
threat of NUCLEAR COSMOC! DE!

Humanity desperately needs to be conpletely BROKEN UP in
attitude over this vile, filthy, wetched swill -- TO TURN AVWAY
FROM I T ALL | N TRUE REPENTANCE

Time for a Change

Peter shouted to those of his day: "REPENT ye therefore, and
be CONVERTED, that your SINS may be blotted out ... " (Acts 3:19).

To repent nmeans to CHANGE! To change your ATTI TUDE toward God
and H's perfect Laws, which were designed to BRI NG US peace,
heal t h, happi ness and EVERYTH NG we so earnestly desire! To change
your attitude toward your fellowran -- even toward your own self.

God "wi nked at" the ignorance of blundering man in past ages.
"But NOW|[He] COVMANDETH ALL MEN EVERYWHERE TO REPENT!" (Acts
17:30.)

But MAN HAS REFUSED TO OBEY that command, except in rare
scattered instances.

As a result of his selfishness, his resentnment toward God's
Laws, his jealousy, aninosity, hatred, bigotry and intol erance
toward his fellows, man has filled the world and the nostrils of
God with the stench of his decaying, rotting society! He has
remai ned UNm ndful of God's command to repent -- and so is
suffering the automatic penalty!

But why should you suffer the anguish, sickness, wetchedness
and the threat of nuclear hol ocaust that hovers over this reckless,
heedl ess worl d? There is no reason for anyone to remai n UNrepent ant
-- especially now that we have SEEN, with our own eyes, from our
own Bi bl es, the anazing, perhaps shocking, truths of God Al m ghty!

Now is the time to obey the command of our Creator -- the One
who gives us every breath of air we breathe -- and REPENT!

Davi d's Exanpl e of Repentance

One very outstandi ng exanpl e of repentance is that of a man
who |ived hundreds of years before Christ. This man di d obey CGod
and did repent. That man was DAVI D

"David!" you exclaim "Wy -- what about his affair with
Bat hsheba?"

Yes, David did conmt sone terrible sins. And so have we. But
he DI D SOVETHI NG about them He REPENTED! That's why David will be

in God's Kingdomand will even rule all |srael when Chri st
establishes Hs MIIlennial governnent on earth. That's what
repentance can lead to -- even though one has commtted sonme very

gri evous sins!

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Davi d was thoroughly broken UP over his sins. H's
repentance was genuine -- he really neant it! That's why he was a
man after CGod's own heart.

Sonme people's natures give themnore trouble than others.
Davi d was one who had nore trouble than nost. He had pressing
drives. He was a nman of action. He "gave hinself a bad tinme." On
the surface it would seeminpossible for soneone like himto ever
pl ease God enough to be born into H's Kingdom-- |et alone give him



rul e over others.

Just | ook at what David did! He lusted after Bathsheba, the
wi fe of Uiah, who was one of his generals. David lusted to the
point that he committed adultery with her and caused her to have a
child by him Then David, in an attenpt to disclaimhinself as
father of this illegitimte child, caused Bathsheba's husband to
beconme drunk, hoping to make himlogically think that it was he,
hi nsel f, who was its father.

Failing in this, David then took drastic action to concea
what he had done. He had Bat hsheba's husband placed in the very
front of hottest battle to nmake certain he would be killed. And
Uriah was killed. Thus David became a MJRDERER in God's sight (11
Sam 12:9). David had sinned very greatly!

BUT, did David CONFESS his sins? He certainly did -- "David
said unto Nathan, | have sinned against the Lord" (verse 13).
David's repentant attitude endeared himto CGod.

Agai n David sinned greatly when he did not trust God for
protection, but rather trusted in the strength of nunbers of MEN
He had his fighting nen nunbered (Il Sam 24:2, 9, 10). Did David
REPENT and confess this sin? Again, he certainly did! For "David' s
heart snote him|[or THROBBED fromthe realization he had sinned
agai nst God] after that he had nunbered the people. And David said
unto the Lord, | have sinned greatly [David confessed his sin] in
that I have done: and now, | beseech thee, O Lord, take away [or
FORG VE] the iniquity of thy servant for | have done very
foolishly" (verse 10). David' s repentance was fromthe very depths
of his being! That is one reason he was a man after CGod's own heart
(Acts 13:22).

Davi d was one of the very few people of A d Covenant tinmes to
whom God gave the Holy Spirit (Ps. 51:11), for the Holy Spirit was
not yet available to all mankind (John 7:38-39). David obeyed God
and overcame by the power of the Holy Spirit, even though at tines
he did stunble and fall! So David is soon, at Christ's comng, to
be resurrected and born into God' s Ki ngdom

Si nce REPENTANCE can lead to that for David, who had his
weaknesses, just think where it can | ead youl

Don't Take This Lightly!

Do you consider this as just "another |esson” of an
i nteresting course? Do you ASSUME this |esson is an enotiona
appeal to "give your heart to the Lord"? If so, that kind of
carel ess thinking could prove DI SASTROUS

It's time to WAKE UP! It's tine we realize that the only way
to |l asting peace, success and joy here and now, is to REPENT and
RECEI VE GOD'S SPIRIT!

Through these | essons on repentance God i s maki ng one thing
very plain -- that we desperately need the Spirit of God to help
CHANGE our human nature and nmake it confornmable to His! W need
CGod's spiritual power to hel p us conquer and rule over the human
vanity, the greed, lust, resentnent, hostility and suspicion in
every one of us. And God shows that the ONLY WAY we can receive H s
Spirit is to repent and be baptized! (Acts 2:38.)

But to be truly repentant in God's sight, we must first
t horoughl y understand the very DEPTHS of true repentance. This
| esson nakes it absolutely plain.

LESSON 24

God Wn't Accept You "Just as You Are"



The favorite invitation or "altar-call hym" sung in revival
or evangelistic services is "JUST AS| AM" But can you really cone
to God "just as you are"? WI|l CGod receive anyone who is VILE and
S| NFUL?

God reveal s we cannot sit down at Hi s imracul ate, holy table
with winkled, soiled clothes and dirty hands, which synbolically
represent the human sinner's condition. One nust first be WASHED
CLEAN of all sin before he can enter God's presence.

Notice this in your Bible.

1. How can we becone CLEANSED of sin -- nmade acceptable to
God? Is it through our repentance and acceptance of Christ's
sacrifice and H's shed bl ood which covers -- BLOIS QUT -- our sins
and reconciles us to God? Rev. 7:13-14 and Rom 5: 8-10.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: ALTAR CALL -- Scores at this evangelistic service
went to the speaker's stand to "give their hearts to the Lord." But
did they really understand true repentance?

2. Is white, clean clothing synbolic of the righteousness God
requi res of those who would enter H's Kingdon? Rev. 19:8-9 and Mat.
22:11-13. What is "righteousness"? Ps. 119:172. Isn't this plainly
tal ki ng about KEEPI NG God' s conmandnent s?

COMMENT: Because WE CAN T save ourselves and can't keep God's
Law perfectly, OF QURSELVES, the FALSE TEACHI NG i s goi ng out that
Jesus did it all for us -- that WE DON T HAVE TO DO ANYTHI NG except
believe He did it all for us and "accept” H mas our Savior
M11lions today have been deceived into believing that God inputes
Jesus' righteousness to us, counting us as righteous because of Hs
ri ght eousness -- WH LE WE CONTI NUE SI NNI NG

NOTH NG COULD BE FURTHER FROM THE TRUTH THI S | S JUST ANOTHER
DECEPTI VE LI E OF SATAN THE DEVI L!

No, Jesus didn't live a good life for us -- in our stead! W
are NOT excused from keeping God's Commandnents, living a righteous
life, overcoming, growing in spiritual character, and enduring in
spite of all opposition, persecution, trial and test unto the end.

You and | rnust actually DO these things in order to be saved!

But how?

By the PONER of the Holy Spirit God pronmises to place within
us to help us obey Hm W, of ourselves, can't save ourselves --
God nmust do it. But we are NOI EXCUSED FROM KEEPING H' S LAW and its
various principles reveal ed throughout the Bible!

God knows our every weakness. He is responsible for putting
human nature in every one of us. And so God sent H's Son into the
world to proclaimthe way we can OVERCOVE t he downward pulls of the
flesh. He taught that we nmust yield to GOD S GOVERNMENT over our
lives -- that we nmust REPENT and turn fromour filth of the flesh
and pride of mind and heart so we can receive the power to CHANGE
OUR HUMAN NATURE

Repent of Human Nat ure!

W were all born with human nature. But few people realize
what it is. Human nature has a spiritual side and a physical side.

On its spiritual side, it is VANITY. Vanity loves to exalt the
SELF. It is SELF-CENTERED. It is selfish and greedy. It is this way
NATURALLY.

On its physical side, there are the five senses, and the PULL
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of these senses to want to be satisfied. Exercise of the senses can
produce sensations of pleasure. Some of these sensual pleasures are
heal thy, uplifting and beneficial. But many are injurious, harnful
and bad. Yet the bad ones cry out for gratification as much as --
probably far nore than -- the beneficial. Thus human nature exerts
an automatic, inpulsive PULL toward sel fi shness, greed, vanity,

j eal ousy, envy, hatred, and toward the lusts (wong desires) of the
fl esh.

Hurman nature makes it come NATURAL to resent and resi st
authority over one. Achild tends to resist the authority of its
parents. W grow up with a natural attitude of hostility toward any
authority, all the way up to God's authority.

Human nature does want to BE good. It just doesn't want to DO
good!

Perhaps a notion picture fromseveral years ago m ght
illustrate how human nature works. It was an old Charlie Chaplin
picture. He acted the part of Adolf Hitler, who was paying a "State
Visit" to Benito Miussolini. Miussolini had a private barber shop
with two chairs. The two dictators went together to the barber shop
for haircuts. Before the barber arrived, Missolini reached down the
side of his chair, grasped the lever and jacked it up a notch
el evating hinself an inch or two above Hitler. Immediately Htler
el evated his seat TWD notches, elevating hinself one or two inches
above Mussolini. Then Miussolini jacked his seat up a couple
addi ti onal notches -- and so on and on, until they both crashed
into the ceiling -- each trying to el evate hinself above the ot her

It made human nature appear not only funny, but foolish. And
it really is. You see it all around you. And whil e peopl e condemm
it in others, nost fail to recognize, let alone repent of THEIR OMN
human nat ur e!

As the cartoonist says, "There oughta be a law. " Yes, there
ought to be a LAW AGAI NST human nature. And, as a matter of fact,
there is. ITIS GOD S LAW The EXPRESSI ON of human nature is
| LLEGAL! It is CRIMNAL! Understand why.

1. How did Jesus sumup CGod's Law? Mat. 22:36-40. Can CGod's
Law be sumed up in the one word "l ove"? John 14:15; 15:9-10; |
John 6 and Rom 13: 8- 10.

COMMENT: Jesus sunmed up God's Law in two sinple SUMVARY
COMWVANDS. The first, to love God, sunmarizes basically the first
four of the Ten Conmandnments which teach us HOWN TO LOVE GOD. The
second great commandnent, to | ove nei ghbor, summarizes the |ast six
of the Ten Commandnents which teach us HOW TO LOVE OUR NEI GHBCR!

2. But is the carnal, UNSPIRITUAL mind -- notivated by the
downward pulls of human nature -- UNABLE to obey the Laws of God --
unable to really LOVE God and man? Rom 8:7-8 and Gal. 5:19-21.

3. Therefore isn't the expression of human nature CRIM NAL in
God's sight? | John 3:4.

COMMVENT: Human nature, or the carnal mind, loves first of all
itself. Next it |loves that which belongs to it or is in sonme way
connected to it -- persons, concepts, material possessions. Al
these are a part of a larger "self" -- like alittle enpire. This
"enpirical self" even broadens to include the social or
occupational group of which the person is a nmenber, ITS state,
region or nation, and ultimtely the whole human society with the
beli efs, custons and ideol ogi es which are a part of it. This is the
"self" that human nature | oves ahead of God and ahead of any ot her
supposed opposer or "outsider."

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Power-mad dictators Miussolini, left and Hitler
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right. Their expressions of vanity and unrestrai ned human nature
caused the suffering and death of mllions.

PHOTO CAPTI ON:  HUVAN NATURE IN ACTION -- Referee tries to break up
a scuffle between opposing basketbal |l teans.

Those whom God will ultimtely change fromnortal humans to
the divine |likeness of God -- those who will be BORN as the very
sons of God -- are those who repent of that nature. They repent of
what they ARE as well as what they have done. Then, through faith
in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ as well as in H s resurrected LIFE
and PONER, they are forgiven their guilty past. They are given
contact with God and receive H's Holy Spirit. Through H's Spirit
they are begotten as HI'S SPI RI TUAL CH LDREN and receive Hs DI VINE
NATURE

VWhen they REPENT OF HUMAN NATURE -- they repent of hostility
to authority -- of resentnment against God' s Law. They SURRENDER
UNCONDI Tl ONALLY to God, and whol eheartedly WANT Hmto RULE in
their lives. They then CHANGE (through God's power given as His
gift) fromrebellion to subm ssion -- from sel f-centeredness to
bei ng GOD-centered. They OVERCOVE the tenptations of the flesh. And
they continually GRONin God' s character through obedi ence to CGod
the rest of their lives.

The Essence of Repentance

The dictionary definition of repentance is "to fee
sel f-reproach, conpunction or contrition for past conduct, to fee
such sorrow for sin or fault as to be disposed to change one's life
for the better" (The Anerican College Dictionary).

The Bi bl e definition neans all of that AND MJUCH MORE!

The Smit h- Goodspeed transl ati on of Ephesians 4:22 plainly
states that we nmust "LAY ASIDE [our] SELF." In other words, we nust
conpletely do away with our former way of life which was totally
notivated by our carnal m nds!

1. Is true repentance deep, noving and heartfelt? Hosea
7:14-16.

COMMENT: God condemms those whose "repentance" |eads to no
change of action. "And they have not cried unto ne WTH THEI R
HEARTS [that is, their MNDS -- they did not really nean it -- in
other words, it was all just EMOTIQON] ... They return [repent] but
NOT TO THE MOST HIGH. " True repentance requires TOTAL nental AND
enot i onal invol venent.

2. |Is repentance toward God? Acts 20:21

COMMENT: Mbst peopl e have never understood what this neans.
Even their so-called repentance is wholly turned toward self! Sin
is against God -- He is the Lawgi ver whose perfect Law we have
broken! To repent neans to be so hunbled -- broken up -- by the
audacity of the col ossal crinme of rebelling against the |iving,
HOLY GOD -- SO abhorrent of our deceitful, vain, selfish selves --
that in real contrition we turn to God for nercy, forgiveness and
the hel p we desperately need to overcone human nature.

3. What did Job say, when finally stripped of his
sel f-righteous shell? Job 42:5, 6.

COMMENT: "NOWny [m nd' s] eye seeth thee," said Job. For the
first time, after he had been brought down conpletely, Job got his
man-centered nmind off of hinself and really saw God as the center
of the universe! "Werefore I ABHOR nysel f, and REPENT in dust and
ashes"!
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Sonme have thought repentance is nmerely a matter of being
t hankful that they are so "good" they have been able to see the
truth and are now accepting it. THAT IS NOT REPENTANCE! That is
sel f-righteousness -- sin -- to be repented of!

Every one of us must ultimately come to see God as Job did. W
have to quit trying to approach God thinking, "Wat can God do for
ME?" W ought rather to think, "Wat does GOD DEMAND of ne?"

W all are GOD S wor kmanshi p, not He ours! Try to see yourself
t hrough God's eyes and put Hmforenost in your mind. If you do,
then you will begin to |love God as Jesus instructs (Mat. 22:37)

God Leads Us to Repentance

VWhen you first grasp - TH' S concept -- when YOU UNDERSTAND
VWHAT repentance really is -- you will find it shocking! Then the
question will arise in your mind: Howis it POSSIBLE for a human
being to come to that kind of repentance? How can one even start to
change fromsel f-1ove to God-1ove?

The startling answer is that even this nmust come from CGod!

We can't just drumup the deep feeling of abhorrence for our
sins and our wi cked human nature. It has to cone from God!

1. Does God's goodness and nercy | ead one to repentance? Rom
2:4. And is He patient and loving in | eading one to repentance?
Sane verse.

2. Is God willing to grant repentance even to those that have
been strongly opposed to Hin? Il Tim 2:25. See also Acts 11:18.

3. Didn't Jesus plainly say NO ONE could cone to H munl ess
the Fat her draws hin®? John 6: 44

COMMENT: But what about the "whosoever will" (John 3:16) you
have heard so nmuch about? Is it possible that one could WANT to
cone to repentance and to God AND BE UNABLE? The answer is: if you
have understood this far, and YOU WANT to cone to God, you ARE
being called -- YOU ARE being drawn by God's Spirit!

BUT I T TAKES ACTI ON ON YOUR PART NOWto nmake your calling and
el ection SURE. "For many are called, but few are [finally] chosen"
(Mat. 22:14)

There are certain definite steps YOU nust take to becone a
true child of God. Let's review these steps once again.

4. \What are Peter's instructions on becom ng a Christian? How
did he say we can receive God's Spirit? Acts 2:38. Mist we then
CONTI NUE to obey God to remain a true Christian? Acts 5:32.

COMMENT: Repentance is toward God and neans we THOROUGHLY
ABHOR our past lives of transgressing His spiritual |laws -- of
giving in to our carnal lusts and wi cked human nature. It nmeans we
turn AWAY fromthat kind of life and turn TO God's way -- that we
henceforth obey the principles and laws |laid down in God s Wrd.

Then we nust BELIEVE in Christ's sacrifice as paynment of the
death penalty our past sins have incurred -- believing that Hs
shed blood will cover all our past transgressions of God's Law. W
must also believe in Hi's resurrection fromthe dead and God's
prom se of eternal life through H m

Finally, we nust be BAPTIZED -- conpletely inmmersed in water
-- as an outward synbol of our inward belief. Then, according to
CGod's promse, He will mraculously place His Holy Spirit in us and
thus BEGET US as H s SPI RI TUAL CHI LDREN

Qut st andi ng Exanpl es of Repentance

1. To what kind of a man will God | ook with favor -- a HUMBLE
and MEEK man? |sa. 66:2 and Psal m 25: 9.
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2. What kind of a man was Moses? Num 12:3. Was God going to
destroy |srael, because of their disobedi ence, and start another
great nation through Mses? Ex. 32:9, 10.

COMVENT: Meekness does not nean weakness. Myses was neek, but
he was not WEAK. Mbses was STRONG physically and spiritually.

3. Did Moses succunb to vanity -- as nost of us would have
done -- when CGod said "I will nake of thee a great nation"? \Wat
was his reaction? Ex. 32:11-13.

COMMENT: Mbses was nore concerned for the good of others than

for self. Above all, he was concerned for God's Holy Nane. His life
was CGod-centered (Num 14:11-20 -- be sure to read these verses).
4. Did Moses try to elevate hinself above others -- as Hitler

and Mussolini did? Num 11:27-29; 16:3-5.

COMMENT: Meekness is the opposite of arrogance (Titus 3:1-2).
This is the attitude of a repentant m nd. Mses through neekness
was made strong spiritually and was thereby enabled TO LI VE the Ten
Conmandnent s.

5. But had Mbses al ways been that nmeek and hunbl e? O had he
fornerly taken on hinmself to go beyond his authority? Ex. 2:11-14.

COMMENT: Mbses was trained in all the | earning of Egypt and
all the prerogatives of Pharoah's court. He was the adopted son of
Phar oah' s daughter (Ex. 2:10). As a young man, he nmade a great nane
for hinself as a politician and mlitary | eader in Egypt. He was
"mghty in WORDS and i n DEEDS" (Acts 7:22). The historian Josephus
tells us the story of his conquest of Ethiopia. Mses is even
listed -- under the nanme of "The General"™ -- in the thirteenth
dynasty of anci ent Egyptian kings.

But God then began to deal with Mbses' arrogance.

6. Did Moses at first think he could deliver Israel by his own
human power? Acts 7:23-25. Then did God strike himdown and hunbl e
himfor FORTY LONG YEARS until his whole attitude was changed?
Verses 26- 30.

COMMENT: Mpses, in the height of his carnal pride and glory,
was STRUCK DOM. It was God who forced his flight into the
wi | derness to bring about Myses' conversion. There, for forty
years, he was trained -- UNDER authority -- by a man who apparently
really KNEWthe TRUE GOD (Ex. 2:16, 21 and chapter 18).

Moses, in this exile, is a type of each one of us. Not the
| east of his tasks was UNLEARNING the results of 40 years of false
Egyptian training -- a task for which he was given an equal nunber
of years. Likewi se we also nust come out of this world and UNLEARN
its ways!

VWen Mses becane neek and hunbl e, God showed hi mthat he
COULD, after all, succeed in delivering Israel. But he would have
to do it in and by GOD S power -- not his own! This CGod
denonstrated by turning his staff into a serpent, and by turning
Moses' hand | eprous and instantaneously healing it again.

Yes, Moses was originally very carnal -nm nded and arrogant --
with the same human nature all of us have. Then God began to strike
hi m down. W, |ike Job and Mbses, nust be struck down and our
carnal will shattered. If He has not brought YOU down -- CONQUERED
YQU -- brought you to total surrender in true repentance, then you
have not really repented and been truly converted -- no matter how
"good" a person you think you "naturally" are!

7. Was Jesus Christ neek (although He did not have to repent
of sin, because He never sinned)? Mat. 11:29; 21:5 and Il Cor.

10: 1.

COMMENT: Jesus Christ had the STRONGEST character of any nman
who ever lived. He was al so physically strong and heal thy. But He
al ways had the attitude of TOTAL subnission to God Hi s Fat her



13

because He was filled with God's Spirit.

8. Does Christ say we all nust al so becone childlike --
t eachabl e? Mat. 18: 3-4.

COMMENT: This does not nean like a rebellious teen-ager -- but
i ke a VERY SMALL chil d.

9. What will becone of the neek? Mat. 5:3, 5; Psalm 22:26 and
Zeph. 2:3.

10. Did David strive to be hunble before God? Psal m 131: 1-2.
Did he repent TOMRD GOD? Psal m51:1-4, 17. (Be sure to READ this
entire chapter.)

COMMVENT: David, Mdses and all the prophets of God in Ad
Testanent times prayed to the One who becane Christ. People THEN
did not personally pray to the Father, though they knew of H m

Not the Common | deal

You won't becone a David or a Mbses all at once. But the
important thing is to know what real repentance is, and how you can
truly repent. Don't make the m stake of overl ooking repentance as
a necessary step to salvation. Don't assune -- with TH'S WORLD S
religions -- that you can QUALI FY YOURSELF TO GOD by sone
man- devi sed net hod which is FALSELY called "repentance.™

It is amazing to see the m sunderstanding of so many peopl e,
especi al |y about repenting and becom ng a Christian.

Here is what one person said: "I'll tell you why ny husband
and | have not been converted. AS | UNDERSTAND I T, we have to go
forward in a nmeeting before a | ot of people, kneel at the altar,
and have a FEELI NG of deep enotion, pray before a | ot of people,
and shed a lot of tears. And | just don't know how to WORK UP t hat
feeling, and I"'mafraid | wouldn't be able to shed tears or pray
al oud before others.”

That is NOT REPENTANCE!

VWere did JESUS give such instructions? Wiere did HE set such
an exanpl e? Were did HE have H s disciples "get converted" by such
a formul a? Where do you find it in your Bible? Were is the
teaching for it? Were did the apostle Paul practice it or have
others do it? YOU FI ND NO SUCH EXAMPLES OR TEACHI NG ANYWHERE | N
YCUR Bl BLE!

Repentance is not only a matter of FEELING It is NOT a matter
of stirring up one's EMOTIONS. It is a matter of HEART. It is a
heart-felt realization that you have thought, spoken, and |ived
contrary to God's Laws and that you should QU T DA NG so!

Tragically nost of us are victins of pagan teachings,
doctrines, rituals, and custons, which have wornmed their way into
a so-called "Christianity" and have been given Christian-sounding
nanes! Let's contend for the FAI TH ONCE DELI VERED -- as faithfully
recorded in the Bible -- not as practiced by the churches of MEN

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Rock and Roll religious appeal to crowds watching
the "Orangenen Procession” in Belfast, Ireland. Is this how God
calls people to repentance?

A Parting of the Ways

Repentance is a matter of turning FROM your old way of life
whi ch may have seened right to you -- of turning TO a new and TRUE
way of life in Jesus Christ, living by every word of God in and by
CGod's Holy Spirit. When you UNDERSTAND t he real neani ng and purpose
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of repentance, you will see that it is sonething that takes place
deep in your heart and is not a matter of the surroundings, or the
presence of other people.

VWhen you cone to this PARTING OF THE WAYS of your old life --
when you cone to the place of this COVWLETE CHANGE -- this total
uncondi ti onal surrender to God -- this conplete consecration
G VING OF SELF to H m accepting Christ as your personal Saviour --
turni ng FROM your sins, and TURNING TO God's way of life as you
find it in the Bible, you will want to PRAY, you will want to throw
yourself conpletely on God's nercy, and ask Hi mthrough Jesus to
forgive all your past sins and transgressions against H m

M. Armstrong's Experience of Repentance

There are many ways by which God can bring man to repentance.
Here are the thoughts and enotions M. Herbert W Arnstrong
experienced in comng to repentance -- as revealed in excerpts
taken from hi s Aut obi ography.

"After the flash depression of 1920 had plunged all my mgjor
advertising clients into receiverships, sweeping away the
publisher's representative business in Chicago, | hung grimy on
for two years. It was futile.

"What | totally failed, then, to realize was that God was
beginning to deal with ne, to strike me down, to take away the
"idols' of business anbitions, and set me in Hs work for a very
special mssion. Jonah tried to escape on a ship froma nission of
God. |saiah protested he was unworthy. Jerem ah argued he was too
young. Paul had to be knocked down. But it required severa
knock-downs to deflate ne and wean ne froma |ove of this world.

"It was bewildering -- utterly frustrating! It seenmed as if
some nysterious, invisible hand was just disintegrating every
busi ness | ever started!

"That was exactly what WAS happeni ng! The hand of God was
taki ng away every activity on which ny heart had been set -- the
busi ness success before which shrine | had worshi pped. This zeal to
beconme i nmportant in the business world had becone an I DOL. God was

destroying the idol. He was knocking nme down -- again and again! He
was puncturing the ego, and deflating the vanity.
"I had been beaten down. God had brought that about -- though

| didn't realize it then

This made surrender less difficult. Repeated business
reverses, failure after failure had destroyed ny self-confidence.
| was broken in spirit. The SELF in nme didn't want to die. It
wanted to try to get up fromignom nious defeat and try again to
tread the broad and popul ar WAY of vanity and of this world. But

now | knew THAT way was wong! | knewits ultimte penalty was
[eternal] death. But | [my old carnal self] didn't want to die NOW
"It was truly a battle for life [ny CARNAL |life] -- alife and

death struggle. In the end, I [my CARNAL self] lost that battle as
I had been losing all worldly battles in recent years.

"I told God | was only a burned-out hunk of junk. In fina
desperation | threw nyself on Hs nmercy. If He could use ny life,
I would give it to HM-- not in physical suicide, but as a LIVING
sacrifice, to be used as HE willed. It was worth nothing to nme any
| onger.

"Jesus Christ had bought and paid for ny life by H's death. It
really BELONGED to Hm and I told H mHe could have it!

"Fromthen on, this defeated no-good life of mne was GOD S.
| didn't see how it could be worth anything to Hm But it was H s
to use as His instrument, if He thought He could use it.
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"It was humliating to have to adnmt ny wife had been right
and that | had been wong, in the nost serious argunent that ever
cane between us.

"I't was shocking, disillusioning, to learn, after intensive
study of the Bible for the first tine, that what | had been taught
froma child in Sunday School, was in so many basic points, the
very opposite fromwhat the Bible plainly states!

"I had argued. | commanded her to stop this ridicul ous
nonsense. | had said she was CRAZY!

"Finally I entered into an intensive study of the Bible for
the first time inny life. | was determ ned to PROVE she was w ong,
for her new belief and practice was contrary to the orthodox
teaching of the | arge denom national churches that call thensel ves
Christian. My study started early nornings, lasted often until 1:00
or 2:00 a.m

"But to ny utter disappointnent and astonishment, | found that
t he popul ar church teachings and practices were NOT based on the
Bi bl e. They had originated, as research in history had revealed, in
pagani sm

"The opening of ny eyes to the TRUTH brought nme to the
crossroads of ny life. To accept it neant to throwin ny ot with
a class of hunble and unpretentious people |I had al ways | ooked upon
as inferior. It nmeant being cut off fromthe high and the mghty
and the wealthy of this world, to which | had aspired. It neant the
final crushing of VANITY. It neant a total CHANGE OF LIFE! It neant
real REPENTANCE, for now | saw that | had been breaking God' s Law.
| had been rebelling against God. It neant turning around and goi ng
the WAY OF GOD -- the WAY of His BIBLE -- living according to every
word in the Bible, instead of according to the ways of society or
the desires of the flesh and of vanity.

"It was a matter of which WAY | would travel for the remainder
of my life. | had certainly reached the CROSSROADS! In fina
desperation, | threw nyself on H's nercy. If He could use ny life
| would give it to Hm

"This utter surrender to God -- this REPENTANCE -- this G VING
UP of the world, of friends and associ ates, and everything -- was
the nost bitter pill | ever swallowed. Yet it was the ONLY nedici ne
inall of ny Iife that ever brought a healing!

"For | actually began to realize that | was finding JOY beyond
words to describe in this total defeat. | had actually found JOY in
the study of the Bible -- in the discovery of new truth heretofore
hi dden from ny consci ousness. And in surrendering to GOD in
conpl ete repentance, | found unspeakable joy in accepting JESUS
CHRI ST as mny personal Saviour and nmy present High Priest.

"Sonmehow | began to realize a NEWfellowship and friendship
had come into ny life. | began to be conscious of a contact and
fellowship with Christ, and with God the Fat her

"When | read and studied the Bible, God was tal king to ME and
how | loved to listen! |I began to pray, and | KNEWthat in prayer
| was talking with God. | was not yet very well acquainted with
God. But one gets to be better acquainted with another by constant
contact and continuous conversation."”

And this is the experience M. Arnmstrong went through, and the
final great joy he has found, as a result of repentance.

Proof of True Repentance
After you have surrendered to God and been baptized, how can

you be SURE YQU have truly repented? What are the "fruits" of true
repentance? What will tell you wi th absol ute CERTAI NTY whet her you
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are in a continuous ATTI TUDE of repentance? Let's understand.

1. WIIl you continue to be deeply involved in things
pertaining to this material, evil world? Col. 3:1-2.

2. WIIl you STILL be yielding yourself to God's will and
GRONNG in His character, nmonths and years after baptisn? Il Peter
3:18.

COMMENT: If you have truly repented and been baptized, you
wi || have been given God's Holy Spirit. Your mind is now
surrendered -- yielded to God. You have given up al ways wanti ng
your own way. You have been CONQUERED in your rebellion against
God. And you are WLLING TO OBEY God no matter what the cost.

Jesus surrendered totally to the rule of God and let the Holy
Spirit direct and enmpower His life conpletely. Even when facing
what He knew woul d be an agoni zi ng death, Jesus prayed: "Not ny
will, but TH NE, be done" (Luke 22:42). Your attitude will be nore
like His CONTINUALLY until the tine you are transforned at the
resurrection. For now a new constancy, a new steadfastness, a new
certainty, has been added to your character -- if you have really
been converted and received God's Spirit. No |longer are you
conpletely at the mercy of every enotion and every circunstance --
timd, irresolute, unstable, unsteady, w shy-washy. |Instead, you
are gradual ly devel oping the very CHARACTER OF GOD!

3. If you have truly repented and received God's Spirit, wll
you find that you are now ABLE to keep God's Conmandnents,

di scovering they are actually a JOY to keep? I John 5:3 and John
15:10-11. WII keeping God's Conmandnents becone EASIER as you
continue to grow spiritually? Mat. 11:29-30.

COMMENT: Gradually you will sense the lifting power of the
Holy Spirit within you as you strive to serve and obey God. You
will be pleasantly surprised at your ability to withstand and HOLD
DOMN t he downward pulls which mastered you in the past. You wll
be-pattern your life nore and nore after the way Christ lived (I
Peter 2:21-23). Your whol e point of view towards everything and
everybody will be CHANG NG as you continue to yield to Cod.

4. Do Christians still sin occasionally after their initial
repentance and after burial in baptisn? Eccl. 7:20 and | John
1: 8-10; 2:1.

COMMENT: Repentance is not conplete with baptism It is not
ended in going down once into a watery grave. Baptismis nerely a
SYMBOL of your initial repentance of all past sins up to that point
in your life.

Repent ance nmust be on a DAILY BASIS! For in actual l|iving you
will be coming to God in repentance for sins you STILL COWM T
DALY, asking God to cover and cancel themout with Christ's shed
bl ood. New know edge, together with daily repentance, will produce
a CHANGE in your character and in your whole attitude towards
everyt hi ng!

5. If you have truly repented before baptismand are repenting
of your daily sins, will you also be striving to live by every word
of the Bible, although your carnal nature tends to REBEL agai nst
it? Mat. 4:4; John 3:19-21.

COMMENT: The "light" that has cone into the world is God's
inspired Wrd. But the carnal mind is "enmty agai nst God" (Rom
8:7) and does not, BY NATURE, want to live by Hs Wrd. And it is
only when driven to it by bitter experiences that one will repent
and accept its teachings. So, if you have truly repented, you wll
be continuing to follow the Bible, although your human nature --
which still remains as long as you're human -- will tend to DRAW
YOU AWAY from obedi ence to God.

6. But after you have continued steadfast in this new way of
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life several years, drinking in of God's Spirit every day, what
CHANGES wi Il you and others find has occurred wi thin you? What
spiritual "fruits" will be MANI FESTED THROUGH YOU nore and nore as
you continue in God's ways? Gal. 5:22-23. Also READ | Cor. 13.

COMVENT: You will be filled with SPIRI TUAL LOVE for God and
all fellowren -- even your enem es. You will have synpat hy,
pati ence, and kindness for others and their faults and ni stakes.
You will be gentle and kind, seeking only to HELP and to SERVE.

7. WIl you have nuch new SPI RI TUAL KNOALEDGE whi ch you know
by past experience that you, of yourself -- with your own effort --
could NOT have acquired? John 16: 13.

8. WIIl you be "growing up” in these new truths which lead to
becoming a son in God's Fanmily, while those in the world around you
plod on in alife that | eads to nowhere? Mat. 11:25; | Peter 2:2
and Mat. 4:4.

COMMENT: If you have truly yielded to God, you will have
becone |ike a SPIRI TUAL "babe" that needs to be nourished on God's
Wrd so it can grow up SPI RI TUALLY.

You will also be like plastic clay, ready and willing to be
nol ded and fashioned into God's character. You will be willing to
CHANGE your ways as new truth is reveal ed.

9. WIIl you be growing in Jesus Christ's character? Eph. 4:15.

10. WIIl you have a respect for God and H's Wrd that you
never had before? |Isa. 66:2.

11. WIIl you be receiving ANSVWERS to your prayers? | John
3: 22.

12. WIIl you be willing to give of your tinme and effort in
serving others? Mat. 20:25-27.

13. If you have truly repented and been converted by CGod's
Spirit, will your POCKETBOOK be "converted" too? Mat. 6:19-21.

14. And what will have becone of your ATTITUDE toward this
"Present Evil World" and its glitter, though you |l ove the people in
it? Il Cor. 6:17 and | John 2:15-17.

COMVENT: One who is a true Christian will NOT BE FOLLOAN NG t he
custons and practices of this world' s societies. Instead, he wll
be searching the Bible to earn GOD' S REVEALED WLL, and doing it!
You wi |l have questioned all the ways of the "crowd" and clearly
di scerned where the world's ministers are wong.

However, the apostle John does not nmean that we are to absol ve
all contact with the "outside world." W can still LOVE others and
yet not fellowship with them W were born into this world. W
cannot renove ourselves physically out of the world (I Cor.
5:9-10), but we need NOT BE OF IT -- involved in its pursuits which
are contrary to God's Wbrd.

These, then, are the "fruits" of a truly repentant and
converted m nd. How do you neasure up?

Begin to Live ABUNDANTLY

If you have never before conme to true repentance as God
defines it -- if you are now sick and tired of the enpty,
fruitless, materialistic life you have been living -- IF in your
heart you DO want to turn FROMit to a FULL and JOYFUL life filled
with God's Holy Spirit, then why delay? Wiy del ay another m nute?

VWher ever you are now, go where you can be alone with God --
into the privacy of your own roomif you are at home -- YES, R GHT
NOW Get down on your knees and make your full surrender to God --
give yourself to H mw thout any reservations. Ask God to forgive
your sins, no matter how sinful you may have been. He will forgive
themall -- your sins will beconme "WH TE as snow'! (lsa. 1:18.)
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Accept Christ as your living Saviour. But don't |ook for a certain
"feeling.” It is not a matter of feeling, but of REPENTANCE and of
BELIEVING God laid down the ternms. Conformto them NOW

Don't say, "I don't know how," but do it now ACT and DOIT --
YQU know you OUGHT to, so EXERCI SE YOUR WLL and DO IT! Just go to
a room ALONE, close the door, and with no one el se around, except
you and God alone -- G VE YOURSELF TOH M ask Hmto FORA VE al |
your past sins -- CONFESS themto H M (not to any hunman being) --
and then just say -- yes, say it: "I here and now accept JESUS
CHRI ST as mny personal Saviour." Everything may be HARD, until YQU
SAY THAT. But the m nute you say those words to your heavenly
Fat her, the unseen power that caused you to hesitate, and put it

of f, and has made it so difficult -- the power of the devil's
demon-world -- will let loose. You will then be free -- you'll know
you now belong to GOD -- the contact will be established! You can

TALK to Hm and He will HEAR YQOU can POUR OUT YOUR HEART TO H m
and He will LISTEN -- and confort, and conme cl ose and give YOU WHAT
YQU NEED.

Then you nust be BAPTIZED -- not into any religious
denom nati on or organization, but into Jesus Christ. You should be
bapti zed as SOON AS POSSI BLE after you repent and give yourself to
God. (If you have truly repented and want to be baptized God' s way,
then wite to M. Herbert W Arnmstrong, and one of God's mnisters
inthe field can visit you. This service, like all the literature
fromGod' s Wrk, is absolutely FREE!)

Once you are baptized, God PROMSES to put His Spirit within
you -- to give you, and radiate fromyou a LOVE YOU never had, a
new FAlI TH, PATI ENCE, UNDERSTANDI NG Through H's Spirit you will be
gi ven POAER for SELF- MASTERY. Power to UNDERSTAND t he Bi bl e.

Then KEEP UP THE CONTACT now established! You do this by DAILY
Bi bl e study and prayer. CGod talks to you through Hs Wrd. You talk
to Hmin prayer. It is a two-way conversation. Through it you
BECOVE ACQUAI NTED -- get to KNOW God. And where once He seened far
away and unreal, He will now seem cl ose, and REAL! But be sure to
KEEP I T UP EVERY DAY! YOQU will experience an inner joy you didn't

dreamcould exist -- you will find Ho 1S truly REAL -- and an
ACTUAL help in every tinme of need!

You won't be perfect all at once. You will still have your
self to WRESTLE with. Trials, tests, afflictions, persecutions wll
come -- but now you will find an ever-present HELP and del i verance
-- a constant Source of inspiration, and courage, and power -- an
i nner peace and faith -- and you'd begin to live a full and

ABUNDANT LIFE for the first time, with the assurance of ETERNAL
LI FE.

Don't becone di scouraged and give up, though, when you nake a
SLIP. You'll be starting out as a Spiritual BABE in Christ. Babies
stunble and fall down many tinmes before they learn to wal k. Don't
| et that discourage you -- get up and try all the harder and, as
you continue the CHRI STIAN LIFE, the Bible and God's way will
become a new, and the SUPREME | NTEREST of your lifel

VWhen you | ook at your troubl esone, naturally evil self, so
human and full of faults and weaknesses, so beset by tenptations of
pride in the flesh, with all its limtations and shortcom ngs,
knowi ng that to be finally saved you nmust GROWin grace and in
God' s know edge -- nust develop in righteous holy character -- nust
overconme this SELF and tenptati ons and weaknesses -- and mnust
endure through trial and test and opposition and all discouragenent
unto the end -- well, when you ook at it that way, it may seem
utterly inpossible ever to be saved.

O course!
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O yourself, it is inpossible to be saved. But with GOD it is
certain -- IF we yield to Hmand TRUST Hm W shall be saved, NOT
by our own power to overcone and devel op perfect character, but
through FAITH in GOD S PONERI GOD WON' T LET YOU FAIL if you endure
to the end in the conditions which He has set for sal vation!



