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I's Infant Bapti sm Necessary?
About Qur Cover

On the island of Malta an infant is imersed in a bronze
bow . Infant's godfather perforns the act sinultaneously.
Thousands of other little infants are simlarly "baptized" in the
churches of this world every week.

Did Jesus and Hi s apostles practice "infant baptisnt? Does
the Bible even ALLUDE to it? This | esson reveals the truth
regarding infants and the PROPER TIME to be baptized. It |ays
bare the conflicting doctrines of "baptisnt taught in today's
Chri sti an- prof essing worl d!

AVO D A COUNTERFEI T BAPTI SM

DI D YOU KNOWt hat nost churches today do NOT baptize their
menbers the way Jesus commranded?

The churches of this world are in utter confusion regarding
baptism Mbst are actually enpl oyi ng COUNTERFEI T FORMS of
"baptisnt in place of the ONE TRUE BAPTI SM commanded in the
Bi bl e!

This |l esson reveals the surprising TRUTH Study it
careful | y!

"Baptisnt in the Wrld

Several conflicting doctrines of "baptisnt are being taught
and practiced today by professing Christianity.

Sonme denom nations practice | NFANT BAPTI SM They sincerely
believe infants are eternally dooned if they die unbaptized.

Then there are those who will baptize you "into the church”
-- their religious sect, or denomnation -- instead of "into
Christ."

O her sects believe one nust receive an ADDI TI ONAL " BAPTI SM
OF THE SPIRIT" after he has ALREADY received the "spirit."” It is
clained that the only evidence proving one has received this
special "baptism is that of speaking in "tongues" -- the
so-called "power to witness for Christ.” BUT IS TH S WHAT YOUR
Bl BLE SAYS?

Anot her religious novenment insists that you nust receive the
"BAPTI SM BY FIRE" in order to be "saved." Do you want it?

One church even teaches its nmenbers to be BAPTI ZED ON BEHALF
OF their dead FRI ENDS AND RELATI VES who di ed unconvert ed!

ARE these ideas and practices REALLY scriptural? O are they
merely the I NVENTIONS -- the doctrines and commandnents -- of
MEN? Let's learn the TRUTH fromthe Bibl e!

But first, let's be sure that we go about this study
CORRECTLY.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: "1 NFANT BAPTI SM' EN MASSE -- Vicar | ooks at
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ni net een babi es he "baptized" in a mass service.

Bef ore You Begin

This lesson is intended to direct you to YOUR BIBLE. Here is
t he nmet hod of study:

Renenber -- you are to open your Bible to every passage.
Never say to yourself, "On, | think I know what the verse is
referring to" -- and then pass over the scripture. Don't forget

that this is a BIBLE STUDY course -- not just a study of the

| essons we send you. You need to "KEEP YOUR NOSE I N THE BI BLE, "
so to speak. You should read AND reread and STUDY each passage
referred to in this | esson. MEDI TATE on the new know edge you
will learn, especially within the followi ng twenty-four hours,
and in your tine of prayer -- SO YOU WON T FORGET I T! Make God's
Wrd A PART OF YQU

Here is the nethod of taking effective notes: Wite down
neatly on your paper the title of the |l esson and underscore it.
Next write down the | esson nunber. Then as you cone to each
guestion section, wite down its headi ng. Then, underneat h,
nunber each question as you conme to it. FOR EACH question wite
down the answer fromyour Bible, together with any pertinent
i deas that cone to your mnd.

Witing down every word of each Bi bl e passage, and any
comments you wi sh to make as you go along, will aid you greatly
in REVIEWNG and renmenbering | ater on. Be SURE TO STUDY t he
scripture which answers each question, if you have not done so
wi th previous | essons.

This lesson, like all others, is extrenely inportant to you.
Have you PRAYED to CGod for understanding? If not, go nowto a
private place, kneel down, and ask Hi m for spiritual
UNDERSTANDI NG and wi sdom Ask God to HELP YQU grasp and APPLY the
know edge this lesson will reveal to you in the Bible!

And now for the |esson itself.

LESSON 26
Oigin of Infant Baptism

VWere did the practice of infant baptismoriginate? Was it
commanded by God? O is it a "comuandnent” of MEN? Let us exam ne
H STORY and | earn the TRUTH!

The conmon practice of infant baptismgradually evolved from
the fal se pagan concept that all are born with the inherent sin
("original sin") of Adam and unless baptized, the individual is
eternally | ost because of Adanmis sin.

I nfant baptism actually nakes God appear as unfair because
it inplies that sin and the resultant death penalty are due to
ONE MAN AND WOMAN - - Adam and Eve -- and have been passed on to
all their descendants. NOTH NG COULD BE FURTHER FROM THE TRUTH

Through Adam "sin ENTERED into the worl d" because Adam was
the FIRST MAN to sin. But the death penalty has cone on everyone
because "ALL have sinned" (Rom b5:12).

In his "H story of the Christian Church", the church
hi stori an Neander accounts for the early introduction of infant
bapti sm as foll ows:

" fromthe want of duly distinguishing between what is
outward and what is inward in baptism-- the baptismby water,
and the baptismby the Spirit -- the opinion (of the Roman
Church) becane nore fully established, that w thout external
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bapti sm no one could be delivered fromthat inherent guilt
("original sin"), or could be saved fromthe everlasting

puni shrent that threatened him or raised to eternal life; and
when the notion of MAG CAL | NFLUENCE, a CHARM connected with the
SACRAMENTS, continually gai ned ground, the theory was finally
evol ved of the unconditional necessity of | NFANT BAPTI SM About
the mddle of the third century this theory was generally
admtted in the North AFRICAN Church ... but while in theory the
necessity of infant baptismwas admtted, still in practice it
was very far frombeing generally prevailing.” (Vol. 1, pp
313-14 -- Torrey's Translation.)

MANY OF THE "FATHERS' OF THE EARLY ROVAN CHURCH, who
believed in various pagan traditions and beliefs, PROMOTED TH S
PAGAN THECRY OF | NFANT BAPTI SM Anong them were Origen,
Chrysostom C enent of Al exandria, Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage in
North Africa, and Augustine, who was its chief defender and
promoter. Christ and the apostles never baptized infants. It is a
pagan i dea spawned by carnal nen!

Rhei nwal d, in "The Christian Review', says: "Though its
(infant baptism necessity was asserted in Africa and Egypt in
t he beginning of the 3rd century, it was, even to the end of the
4t h century, by no neans universally observed -- least of all in
the Eastern Church. Notw thstanding the recommendation of it by
the fathers, it had never becone a general ecclesiastica
institution until the age of Augustine" (Vol. 3, p. 193).

It was not until the 6th CENTURY that infant bapti sm becane
a universal practice

PHOTO CAPTI ON: At |eft, Augustine, Bishop of H ppo, was one of
the many "fathers" of the early Roman Church who pronoted the
doctrine of infant baptism Right, Enperor Justinian the Geat of
the Eastern Roman Enpire, made infant baptism conpulsory in the
sixth century.

"The administration of baptismto infants was subsequently
rendered compul sory by an edict of Enperor Justinian, who reigned
over the Eastern Roman Enpire fromA D. 527 to A.D. 565. He
enacted 'that such pagans as were yet unbaptized, should present
thenselves, with their wives and children, and all that
appertained to them in the church; and THERE THEY SHOULD CAUSE
THEI R LI TTLE ONES | MVEDI ATELY TO BE BAPTI ZED.' " (Cole's
Ar chaeol ogy of Baptism p. 120.)

The evi dence of recorded history al one proves that infant
baptismis nmerely a doctrine of men which was inspired by pagan
Egyptian beliefs and practices!

Wy I nfant Baptismls Not Commuanded

It is actually a nockery of God's Wrd to submt newly born
infants to water baptism Infants cannot even begin to think for
thensel ves, |et al one REPENT OR BELI EVE

CGod reveals in H's divine Wrd that before one may be
bapti zed, he nmust fully repent of having broken God's | aws. He
must thoroughly ABHOR, be sorry for, his past sinful |lifel Then
he nust BELIEVE the true GOSPEL of the KINGDOM OF GOD and believe
on Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour. Even ol der children have
not reached the maturity and stability of judgnent where they
have the self-discipline to fully repent, and believe. The
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average mnd does not mature until about age 25 -- though there
are exceptions. Only a very few mature and beconme sober and
serious in outlook by age 16.

An immature mnd may experience an enotional feeling of
TEMPORARY renorse. This may often be fal sely construed as
repentance, when it is only nonmentary, and soon forgotten. It is
much |i ke "puppy |love." How many youngsters, 13 to 18, have a
nunber of tenporary enotional experiences of feeling sure they
are "in love" and cannot be tal ked out of it. They usually grow
out of it, but in rare cases, of course, they may really "know
their mnds" -- though this is the rare EXCEPTI ON, and NOT the
rule. So it is with repentance and belief.

The imature child baptized around age 12 to 15 may be ever
SO serious about it at the tine. But when the child reaches the
age between 16 and 20, he or she cones under "teenage" influences
which are quite different today than one or two generations ago.
The young adult nust nmeet many tenptations characteristic of
energetic, dynam c, reckless, excitenent-craving youth in the
bl ossom ng fl ower of sex appeal. Experience shows that perhaps
not one in a hundred can be truly "converted" prior to this age
and still remain converted and constantly growing spiritually
closer and closer to Christ and Hi s kingdomthrough these trying
years.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: These chil dren, about to be baptized in Tennessee,
are not ready for baptism Repentance and baptismrequire
a mature mnd

Sonme present the argunment that the infants and ol der
children of Cornelius' household were baptized by Peter (Acts
10). This is nmerely an ASSUMPTI ON. The Scri ptures nowhere
i ndi cate whether or not Cornelius' "househol d" included any
children under adult age. Those baptized in Cornelius' house nust
have been MATURE ENOUGH TO UNDERSTAND t he conditions of sal vation
and able to truly repent and believe! Children, if any were
present, would NOT have been baptized. The sane expl anation
applies to the baptismof the Philippian jailor's "househol d"
(Acts 16: 31-33)

Jesus' Exanple

Jesus set us the exanple of what we should do regarding
infants and little children. Notice what He did!

1. Did Jesus baptize infants and young children -- or did
He, instead, pronounce BLESSI NGS upon then? Mat. 19: 13 and Mark
10: 13- 16.

COMMENT: Jesus did not baptize children! And His early
Apostolic Church did not perform such baptisns either! Nowhere in
the Bible is there an exanple or conmand for this practice.

JESUS BLESSED LI TTLE CHI LDREN BY LAYI NG H S HANDS ON THEM
AND PRAYI NG FOR THEM He undoubtedly prayed to H's Father in
Heaven for divine protection and gui dance of their young lives,
and that the parents who brought these children to H mwoul d be
given wisdomto properly train themin the ways of God.

This is Christ's own exanple for the mnisters of Hs true
Church. Today, God's ministers DO invoke this sane bl essing upon
infants.

Now | et's understand what God expects from Christian parents



and their children

2. Does God command parents to teach their children
obedi ence to H's |aws? Deut. 6:6-7 and Eph. 6:4.

3. Are children al so commanded to obey and honor their
parents? Prov. 1:8, Ex. 20:12 and Eph. 6:1-3. Should they obey in
everyt hing? Col . 3:20.

4. As a child, did Jesus also set the exanple of perfect
obedi ence to His parents for all children to imtate? Luke 2:51

COMMENT: Jesus obeyed H s earthly parents in all things, as
well as H's Heavenly Father! He was "subject” or obedient to
their w shes.

5. Shoul d children who di sobey -- sin against -- their
parents, be chastised and corrected? Prov. 19:18 and 22:15. Is
this chastisenent to be adm nistered in |love? Prov. 3:12 and Heb.
12:5-7.

COMMENT: Contrary to the diabolical teachings of nodern
child psychol ogi sts, God commands physical punishnment for
di sobedient children. (This truth is made plain in our free
bookl et on "Child Rearing." Wite for it.) God punishes Hi's
spiritual sons in real Godly |ove and consideration for their
wel fare to teach them | essons. Likew se, parents are not to
puni sh their children in hate, but in the | ove of God expl ai ning
that they are being puni shed because they have done wong! This
point is so inportant it cannot be overstressed. Punishment mnust
be in LOVE -- but with authority! This is the only way to instil
obedi ence in a child.

6. If children are properly taught the ways of God and are
puni shed in love, will they depart fromH mand H s | aws when
they are older -- when MATURE in mnd? Prov. 22:6. Do we find a
good exanpl e of such an individual? I'l Tim 3:15.

COMMENT: Even though Timothy's parents had only the AQd
Testanment scriptures, they properly trained himduring his
chi l dhood. He did not depart from God when he grew ol der, but
continued with such fervency in the ways of CGod, that he becane
converted and was |ater ordained as a minister in God' s Church

Ti mot hy' s exanpl e shows that children, properly trained and
instructed in the ways of God, can conme to real repentance and
belief in Christ, when they beconme mature in mnd. They will
t hen, through personal conviction and by free choice, seek the
ways of Christ and baptismin real sincerity fromthe heart!

VWen to Be Baptized

How soon should we be baptized once we have truly repented
of our sins? One or two religious groups insist that baptism
shoul d be put off until the candi date has "proved he HAS the Holy
Spirit and IS living a righteous, spiritual life" -- or has cone
to a "certain SPIR TUAL know edge."

This definitely is NOT what God commands! Notice the
teachi ng of the Apostle Paul

Paul says God's "lawis SPIRITUAL, " and that the carnal --
unconverted -- natural mnd is not subject to God' s | aw (Rom
7:14 and 8:7). This plainly says it is inpossible to truly
understand and follow the spiritual application of God' s | aw
until one has repented and received the Holy Spirit of Cod.

Yet these sects demand that one nust be doing both of these
t hi ngs which GOD says are inpossible, before they will baptize
him 1t's amazing how far man can TWST the cl ear teachings of
t he Bi bl el

Anot her sect will not baptize an individual until he cones
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to "see" and accept "God's |law' as interpreted by its doctrines.
Then he is placed on six nmonths' probation to "see if he is
real |y WORTHY of baptism"”

This is utter nonsense!

The conmand of God is (1) preach the gospel. This leads to
the conviction of those called by God, of the sins they have
committed -- which, in turn, leads to repentance and faith in
Christ; (2) baptism and (3) then they shall receive the HOLY
SPIRIT, WHI CH renews their mnds and TEACHES THEM BY HELPI NG THEM
TO UNDERSTAND SPI RI TUAL TRUTH whi ch was | MPOSSI BLE for their
carnal mnds to conprehend BEFORE

So, here we have two different sects -- the first demandi ng
of those desiring baptismthat they ALREADY be KEEPI NG t he
SPI RI TUAL Law of God, before they will baptize them so they can
receive the Spirit. And the second demandi ng that those desiring
to be baptized ALREADY UNDERSTAND t he SPI RI TUAL Law of God before
they can receive the Spirit.

VWhat spiritual blindness!

Then just what DOES God demand BEFORE bapti sn? A COVPLETELY
SURRENDERED AND REPENTANT ATTI TUDE! THAT' S ALL HE WANTS!

Everyone knows he hinself has sinned, and lived contrary to
God's will, though he may not have spiritual understandi ng of
God's will. God will grant REPENTANCE to a carnal mind before the
actual conversion of that mind by the Holy Spirit. One does not
need a col |l ege education in Bible KNONEDGE in order to know how
to repent and be baptized into Christ. Jesus instructed H s
apostl es to preach the CGospel, BAPTIZE repentant believers, and
THEN TEACH t hem t he COVMANDMENTS (Vat. 28:19-20).

Noti ce now the crystal -cl ear teaching of the New Testanent:

1. On the day of Pentecost, did the repentant believers have
to put off their baptisnms for sone reason, or were they al
bapti zed that SAME day? Acts 2:41.

2. Did Philip baptize the believing Ethiopian eunuch at
once? Acts 8:35-38.

3. Was the Apostle Paul -- fornerly known as Saul --
baptized only a short while after Christ convicted himof his
sins? Acts 9:8-9, 18.

4. \Wen did Paul baptize the Philippian jailor and those of
hi s REPENTANT househol d? Acts 16: 25, 30-33.

COMMENT: Notice that they were baptized the sane hour after
m dni ght! They did not even wait until daylight! Baptism should
never be del ayed without reason. It m ght be neglected until too
late! In every case recounted in the New Testanent, repentant
bel i evers were baptized al nost i medi ately.

But what about those who are not able to be baptized for
reasons conpletely beyond their control?

The sinple Bible answer is that water baptismis not the
thing that saves us fromthe death penalty, makes us righteous,
or inparts eternal life. Wile God commands it "for the rem ssion
of sins,"” yet it is nerely SYMBOLIC of that which remts our sins
-- the DEATH of Christ. While it also pictures H s resurrection
by which we ourselves are finally saved, it is nerely the SYMBOL,
not the reality. Therefore, God makes all owances for cases of
i ndi vi dual s ABSOLUTELY NOT ABLE TO BE BAPTI ZED. YQU need not
worry about anyone UTTERLY UNABLE to be baptized.

BUT God does conmand water baptismfor the one who is able.
If one defies the command and refuses, or neglects, or even puts
of f obedience to this comand until too late, it certainly would
be an act of di sobedi ence which would inpose the penalty of sin,
and coul d cause the | oss of salvation
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Thousands have been baptized by representatives of the
Wor | dwi de Church of God in their areas. Sone few are waiting
until men can be sent to them Wen necessity prevents your
i medi ate baptism or when circunstances are conpletely beyond
your control, God will understand and nmake al |l owances. But to
avoid all unnecessary delay, contact M. Herbert W Arnstrong in
care of the address on page 2 which is nearest to you JUST AS
SOON AS YOU MAKE YOUR DECI S| ON.

The "No Works" Baptism

Baptismin nost of the churches today -- whether done by
iMmersion or not -- is |ooked upon as nerely a ritual or
initiation into a church organization, instead of a burial of the
old sinful life and the begi nning of a new way of life.

The majority of people have grown up in, been baptized into,
and attended sonme church or another. They hate to think, |et
al one admt, that they have never really been converted. Human
nature inmpels themto stubbornly maintain their OMN
ri ght eousness.

Most "baptized" church-going "Christians" of this world
never really knew what to repent of. At the tine of their
"baptisnt they intended to "do better” or to "make their peace
with God." But their "mnisters" never reveal ed God' s definition
of sin to them-- what they nust repent of! Consequently, their
bapti snms have been not hing nore than nmechanical rituals or

initiations into church organi zati ons -- nere dunkings! For since
t hey have never been taught CGod's definition of sin, they have
failed conpletely to realize what rotten and sinful lives they
have | ed.

These individuals HAVEN T REALLY REPENTED. They have never
been broken up about the wetched state of their lives. And they
have not detested and utterly abhorred their own vanity and
sel fi shness.

Such people don't imediately begin to study and understand
the Bible after baptism They just continue to go along with the
custonms, the ways, and the TRADI TIONS OF THI S WORLD. Their Ilives
are not ACTUALLY changed. They don't come to know God personally.
And they continue in nost of their sins!

Their carnal, natural mnd will not take correction fromthe
commandnents of God "Because the carnal mind IS ENM TY AGAI NST
GOD' (Rom 8:7). This is why the "No Wrks" baptism persists.

Baptismis a vital step on the road to real conversion, and
it must be done God's way, and after TRUE REPENTANCE

The sad truth is that nost "professing Christians" -- and
this may include you -- have not repented and been baptized
properly, and have NEVER RECEI VED THE Holy Spirit! They haven't
even begun to get ready to start on the road to real conversion
(Acts 2:38; Rom 8:9; | Cor. 12:13.)

Per haps you have been inmersed and are wondering if your
previ ous baptismwas valid. Ask yourself why you were baptized in
the first place. Were you baptized sinply because many of the
menbers of your famly were baptized and you felt
"l ooked- down-upon, " or had that "left-out feeling"? Did you stand
in the water and go through the ordi nance of baptismsinply to
"join" the group with whom you had been fell owshi ppi ng? Were you
bapti zed because you tenporarily thought it was "right."

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Revival neetings often | ead many to be baptized
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"into" the sponsoring church. But how many are taught the

Bi bl e definition of sin -- what they nust repent of -- before
bapti sn?
If you were baptized for any of these reasons -- your

bapti sm was not valid BECAUSE YOUR MOTI VES VWERE NOT RI GHT! YQU
need to counsel with a true mnister of God as soon as possible
to be ABSOLUTELY SURE about your previous baptisn

"Tongues" and "Tarry Meetings"

I s speaking in "tongues" a PROOF of having received the
priceless gift of God's Holy Spirit? Many claimit is. Let's
noti ce what these people believe about this grossly m sunderstood
subj ect .

There is a nodern religious novenent whi ch ERRONEQUSLY
BELI EVES that Peter, Janes, John, and the other apostles were al
converted and had received the Holy Spirit either when first
call ed by Jesus, or while He was yet alive. Then, havi ng ALREADY
received the Holy Spirit BEFORE Christ's ascension, H's

di sciples, so they erroneously believe, had to "tarry," and "pray
down Pentecost," until, finally on Pentecost, they "got their
BAPTI SM' -- a SPECI AL di spensation of spirit power -- and

consequently spoke i n UNKNOMN tongues.

Based on this assunption, they say that one first "joins"
their church by "repenting of his sins" and bei ng baptized by
i mersion, after which he i mediately receives the "Holy Spirit."
(BUT WHAT CONSTI TUTES REAL SI N AND REAL REPENTANCE THEY DO NOT
KNOW THI'S | GNORANCE VA DS ANY POSSI Bl LI TY OF THEI R RECEI VI NG THE
HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD!)

And they go on to erroneously teach that some tine
afterward, one so baptized, if he "seeks" it diligently enough in
a "tarry neeting," may receive "THE Baptisn -- a special
enduenment of "Spirit power"” which is supposed to be AN ENTI RELY
SEPARATE AND LATER SPECI AL ACT OR BLESSI NG FROM GOD.

The teaching is that when one receives this latter
"baptism" he always "speaks in unknown tongues"” -- that is,
"unknown" | anguages. Oten thrills and sensations are felt
surging in overpowering waves through the body. Fromthat tine
all timdity and bashfulness in "witnessing for Christ" is gone.
The tongue is | oosened. The recipient now boldly and | oudly
testifies in open neeting. Oten in a jazzy manner and with a
fluency and flippancy of "speech" never before possiblel

VWhat is this strange phenonenon? Is it fromGod? Is it used
according to H'S purpose? O -- is this "unknown" speech from
some OTHER source? Here's the TRUTH from God's own inspired Wrd

1. Does the Bible really teach anything about speaking in
"unknown" tongues as these "tongues-seekers” ASSUME? | Cor. 14:2.

COMMENT: A vital key to our understanding is that the word
"unknown" has wongly been added by the translators of the King
James Version. You'll notice that this word appears six tines in
| Corinthians 14 and that it always is in I TALICS when used in
connection with "tongues." Whenever the translators inserted
addi ti onal words which THEY THOUGHT woul d nake the intended
meani ng of the Scriptures clearer, they | TALICI ZED them so the
reader woul d know that they were NOT A PART of the literal
word-for-word translation. Mdst of the tinme these additional
italicized words do help in naking the neaning clearer, but in
this case, the use of "unknown" is absolutely m sl eading!



9

2. Is the ability to speak in "tongues” -- one or nore known
foreign | anguages -- a special gift God m ght bestow upon sone
Christians, especially mnisters, through the power of H s Holy
Spirit? 1 Cor. 12:1, 10-11

COMMENT: Renenber that in the New Testament, the origina
inspired Geek word that was translated into the English | anguage
as "tongues," is "glossa". This word nmeans "l anguages” -- known
tongues! If a "language" were UNKNOW it woul d be nothing but a
NO SE!

3. On the day of Pentecost, 31 A D, did God bestow this
speci al gift of |anguages upon the disciples at the same instant
they received the Holy Spirit? Acts 2:4. Was this gift given so
all the people could understand thenf? Verses 5-8. Wasn't TH S
then God's specific purpose for giving the disciples the gift of
t ongues? Verse 11

COMMENT: Renenber, the apostles did not receive the Holy
Spirit until the day of Pentecost -- AFTER Christ's ascension to
heaven -- NOT before. They were given the gift of other
| anguages, not as evidence of having the Spirit, but to enable
themto be understood by Jews of the diaspora -- the di spersion

On that day of Pentecost, 31 A.D., there were Jews from many
FOREI GN countries gathered in Jerusalem Therefore, it was
necessary for God to bestow the gift of VAR QUS | anguages upon
H's disciples in order that they could nake known to these people
the Gospel -- the good news of Christ's sacrifice for their sins,
His resurrection and future return to rule this earth! Notice
carefully that there was a SPECI FI C PURPCSE for this gift of
| anguages. And NOWHERE do we find even the renotest indication of
UNKNOWN -- unintelligible -- "languages" being spoken by the
di sci pl es!

4. Did God | ater bestow the gift of speaking in foreign
| anguages upon certain other Spirit-filled individuals in H's
true Church? | Cor. 14:12, 26. Wy?

COMMENT: The Church at Corinth was a Gentile Church conposed
of many individuals fromdifferent FOREIGN countries. God,
therefore, gave certain ones in Hs Church there the gift of
speaki ng the | anguages of these people so they coul d UNDERSTAND
God's Wrd nore clearly and be EDI FIED -- be strengthened and
built up nore perfectly in the grace and know edge of God.

Noti ce especially that God gives spiritual gifts ONLY when
they can serve a SPECIFIC NEED in the Church

5. Did Paul encourage the Corinthians to desire the
spiritual gift of "prophesying," RATHER than the gift of tongues?
| Cor. 14:1-5.

COMMENT: "Prophesying,” in this instance, refers to | NSPI RED
PREACH NG Paul said that inspired preaching is a far greater
gift than speaking in TONGUES -- various foreign | anguages! But
if one did receive the gift of speaking in a foreign |anguage,
and spoke to a certain nationality in the Church, he was to
i nterpret or have an | NTERPRETER convey the MEANING OF H S WORDS
to the rest of the congregation that would not have been able to
understand him (1l Cor. 14:5, 13, 27). O else he was to KEEP
SI LENCE! (Verse 28.)

6. Is the gift of |anguages the LAST one of a list of gifts
mentioned by Paul ? | Cor. 12:10, 28. Doesn't this indicate it is
the LEAST gift of the Holy Spirit?

A Typical Tarry Meeting

1. Are those who receive God's spiritual gifts, such as
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tongues, capable of controlling these gifts in an intelligent and
sane manner? | Cor. 14:32-33. (The word "spirits" here is used in
the sense of SPIRI TUAL d FTS.)

COMMENT: This certainly is NOT the case at a "tarry neeting"
in the churches of this "tongues novenent"! Each "tongues-seeker"
in such nmeetings repeats sensel ess phrases as "Gory! Gory!"
OVER AND OVER AGAIN. Constantly they are urged to "say it a
little FASTER " Variations of this phrase are "Hallelujah!" or
"Praise you Jesus!" The seeker is told to keep it up FASTER AND
FASTER and not to becone di scouraged.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: " Speaki ng with tongues” has been practiced by
certain church groups for decades. Now other church denom nati ons
are beginning to practice the utterance of unintelligible SOUNDS
whose source practitioners say is God.

Sonetimes they are told to lift their arns above their heads
and HOLD them there. Wen they becone so tired they are unable to
hold them up any longer, others will cone and support their arns.
Al pray aloud at once, begging God to give themthe "bl essing.”
Hour after hour they continue to beg, plead, and agoni ze.

Cccasional ly, perhaps after many of these "tarry neetings,"”
one or nore at a neeting will begin to "speak in tongues,"™ which
is usually nothing but ridicul ous babbling -- unintelligible
gi bberish! The individual falls backward and rolls upon the
floor, ranting and raving and foam ng at the nouth Iike a naniac.
Not hi ng but utter confusion presides! God says He is "not the
aut hor of confusion” (I Cor. 14:33). If not, who is? Satan and
his denons! And it is THEIR tongues that nany "tongues-seekers”
speak in!

2. Are "tongues" therefore the main evidence of one's having
recei ved the baptismof the Holy Spirit? I Cor. 13:1. "CHARITY"
nmeans | ove.

COMMENT: There is no statement or exanple in the scriptures
that shows one must speak in tongues to prove he has received the
Holy Spirit of God.

3. What conclusively proves that one has truly received the
baptismof CGod's Holy Spirit? Mat. 7:20, Gal. 5:22-23 and | John
3: 24.

COMVENT: The lives we |ive are the evidence of whether or
not we have received the baptismof God's Holy Spirit. Only the
HOLY SPIRI T can produce the "fruits of the Spirit."

You need not plead and beg and agoni ze for God to give you
this greatest of all gifts. God needs no begging! The Holy Spirit
is free -- and God tells us in Hs Wrd He is nore willing to
give us this gift than we are to give bread to our hungry
children! (Luke 11:13.)

PHOTO CAPTI ON: "BAPTISM WTH FIRE'! -- Tinder-dry brush expl odes
into fury of flame during raging brush fire. Bel ow, white-hot

nmol ten netal pours from open hearth furnace into |adle. Both
vividly portray the "baptismby fire" which will utterly destroy
the incorrigible wicked when earth's crust becones an all -
consum ng MOLTEN nass!

The "Baptism Wth FI RE"
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John the Baptist, speaking of Christ, said: "He ... shall
baptize you with the Holy Spirit, and with FIRE" (Mat. 3:11).

Peopl e just don't understand what they' re asking for when
they seek "the baptismwth fire"! Let's understand what John
meant !

1. Just what did John the Baptist prophesy concerning
"baptismwith fire"? Mat. 3:11.

2. To whom was John speaking? Mat. 3:5-6. Are we to assune
fromthis that all Jerusalemand all Judea, and all this region
was righteous, or at |east repentant and seeking sal vation?

COMMENT: Not at all! The whol e popul ation came in great
crowmds to see John -- nostly out of CURI OSITY!

3. Did John baptize ALL of this group who canme to hinf? Mat.

3:7-8. What is to be the ultimate fate of the "tree" -- one who
has not truly repented and shown forth the "fruits" -- proof in
the life he leads -- of true repentance? Verse 10 and | ast word

of verse 11.

COMMENT: John was speaking to the UNREPENTANT hypocritical
Phari sees and Sadducees whom he REFUSED to baptize, as well as
t hose who did repent and whom he BAPTI ZED. So notice carefully
that SOVE of those there to whom John spoke -- the repentant --
were to be BAPTIZED with the HOLY SPIRIT later. But that the
others there -- the unrepentant -- were awaiting the wath to
conme, which shall burn themwth -- baptize theminto -- a fiery
death! (Verse 11, last word.) This fire is the ultinmate fate of
the wi cked, who shall be cast into the lake of fire -- this
earth's surface burning up -- which is the second and final death
(Rev. 21:8).

4. Did John also conpare the evil to chaff? How did he say
Christ would separate themfromthe good, so they could be
burned? Mat. 3:12.

COMMENT: At the final judgment, Christ's fan is to be in H's
hand. Wth it He will purge Hs floor. O what? O chaff which He
will FAN AWAY -- renmpve. Christ will have gathered Hi s wheat into
the garner -- the Kingdom of God. Then He will l|ater renove --
destroy -- the chaff by FIRE. That is the fate of the chaff --
unquenchabl e fire!

5. Did Jesus al so conpare the evil to tares -- weeds which
are a nenace to the good? Wiat are Jesus' own words concerni ng
H s gathering of His wheat -- the good -- and the burning of the

tares -- the evil? Mat. 13:30. Al so scan quickly the rest of this
parabl e, beginning with verse 24. Did Jesus el aborate on what the
synbol " of this parable represent? Mat. 13:36-42.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Grain harvest pictures the "wheat" of Jesus'
parable which is to be gathered into God' s Ki ngdom

COMMENT: "His (God's) floor” in Matthew 3:12 is the sane as
"His field" of Matthew 13:24 -- both are this earth. "The ki ngdom
of heaven is |ikened unto a man whi ch sowed good seed in his
FI ELD." But while he slept, the eneny, the devil, cane and sowed
tares -- sinners. Now He lets both the wheat and the tares (the
chaff) -- saints and sinners -- grow together in Hs field -- H's
floor (this earth) -- until the harvest. Then He will send the
angel s to BAPTIZE THE TARES -- the unrepentant chaff -- WTH FIRE
that burns themup; but the wheat -- the saved -- are gathered
into H's garner which represents H s Ki ngdom
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That settles it!

John the Baptist was speaking to both those ultimately to
recei ve salvation and to the unrepentant sinners.

VWhen he said, "Christ shall baptize 'you,'" the "you"
i ncl uded BOTH groups. The repentant are those He woul d bapti ze
with Hs Spirit -- the others with all-consuming fire at the tine
of the final judgnent! You don't want the "baptismwth fire," do
you?

"Baptismfor the DEAD'

Anot her doctrine being taught today is that of "Baptismfor
the Dead." Its history, like that of infant baptism clearly
descends from paganism It is widely practiced and taught by one
| arge denom nati on whose nenbers have thensel ves "bapti zed" for
dead relatives and friends who di ed unbaptized. This customis
based on their m srepresentation of I Corinthians 15:29.

First notice how this customcrept into the professing
Christian world.

H story shows that the heretic Marcion, about 150 A D.,

i ntroduced an idea of his owmn -- the practice of baptizing the
living for the dead. Chrysostom describes the procedure as
fol | ows:

"When a cat echunen (one receiving training in doctrine
bef ore church nmenbership) dies, they conceal a living person
under the bed of the departed. Then they stand before the dead,
and ask the dead person whether or not he is willing to be
bapti zed. Instead of the dead, who is unable to answer, the
person under the bed replies in the affirmative. \Wereupon they
bapti ze himinstead of the deceased, and thus nmake quite a farce
of the whole matter. Such power has Satan over the m nds of
foolish men. And if you conplain of this transaction, they appea
to the words of the Apostle Paul, who speaks of being 'Baptized
for the dead'" (Hoary. xlI in I Cor. by Chrysoston

Now let's learn the truth about I Cor. 15:29.

1. Can the dead possibly be aware of soneone being baptized
on their behal f? Eccles. 9:5, 10.

COMMENT: Those who are baptized FOR the dead actually
bel i eve they' re being baptized for (on the behalf of) the
flitting "immortal souls” of their dead unconverted friends or
rel atives! Such baptismis supposed to automatically SAVE those
"soul s" and send them strai ght to Heaven!

How foolish this doctrine of men really is! W have al ready
proved by scripture that the doctrines of the "imortal soul" and
that of nen going to heaven are of Satanically inspired, pagan
origin. Wth this know edge al one, the MAN-MADE doctri ne of
vi cari ous baptism crunbl es!

Bapti sm obviously is for the LIVING NOT the DEADI Only the
LI VI NG can REPENT, and repentance is a PRIOR CONDITION to
bapti sm The dead are dead -- they "know not anything"

2. Wuld Christians have any HOPE of a future resurrection
if Christ had not been resurrected? | Cor. 15:16-19, 32. But
don't verses 3-8, 20 prove Christ was resurrected and that we
t heref ore can have HOPE of bei ng RESURRECTED t 00?

COMMENT: The subject of the entire 15th chapter of
Corinthians is the CHRI STIAN S HOPE OF THE RESURRECTI ON.

3. Exactly what does Paul say about "baptismfor the dead"?
| Cor. 15:29.

COMMENT: This verse is not correctly translated fromthe
original inspired Geek. Paul is NOT tal king about being baptized
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"in the place of" the dead, or "in behalf of" the dead, or "for"
the dead. The inspired Greek word translated "for" is "huper"
"Huper" is a vague word having too nany neanings to accurately
choose from

Therefore, the context of the entire chapter nust determ ne
t he actual neaning of the word as Paul intended!

As one proof of the resurrection, Paul cites in verse 29 the
exanpl e of those who were baptized, synbolizing their HOPE in the
RESURRECTI ON. He is actually asking the question, "why be
baptized I F the dead rise not?" Therefore, since Paul is speaking
of the HOPE of the resurrection in the context of chapter 15
verse 29 should properly read: "Else what shall they do which are
bapti zed for (THE HOPE OF) the dead, if the dead rise not at all?
Wy are they then baptized for (THE HOPE OF) the dead?"

VWat is the hope of the dead? The resurrection! In verse 29
Paul is witing about baptism which pictures, anong ot her
t hi ngs, the HOPE of the RESURRECTI ON! Arising out of the watery
"grave" of baptismis a synbol of the hope of the DEAD -- the
hope of a FUTURE RESURRECTI ON whi ch they had when they were
alive.

To surrender one's life to Christ now, to crucify the self
now, to be baptized -- all this is foolish unless there is hope
t hereby of a resurrection

This verse has absolutely nothing to do with the fal se
doctrine of baptismin place of or "for" the unbaptized dead! The
Holy Spirit-inspired New Testanment Church did NOT practice this
totally unscriptural custom And the apostle Paul D D NOT teach
it!

VWho Has AUTHORI TY to Baptize?

Finally, who is AUTHORI ZED to adm ni ster baptisn? Miust it be
done by an ordai ned mnister?

1. Are those who are sent forth by Christ -- by His Church -
- the ones He commands and gives authority to do baptizing? Mat.
28:18-19. Did Christ authorize H's disciples to baptize for H nf?
John 4:1-2.

COMMENT: Jesus conmi ssioned Hi s disciples to baptize for Hm
-- by His authority.

2. Did Jesus conmi ssion the Apostle Paul to baptize
repentant believers, or to preach the gospel? |I Cor. 1:13-17.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Thousands of Christians have died with the HOPE of
being resurrected at Jesus' return. And thousands of others
are being baptized today for this same "hope of the dead."

COMMVENT: Paul baptized very few He had others do it for
Christ. He was the called mnister by whom Christ carried the
gospel to the Gentiles -- through whom Christ, as head of the
Church, ruled the churches which had been raised up by the
preachi ng of Paul and the YOUNG MEN he had taught and sent out
under his direction. Paul did not consider it inportant or
essential that he, personally, baptize all those being converted
under the mnistry God carried on through his supervision
"Christ sent me not to baptize," Paul said.

The principle to renenber is that it is really CHRI ST who
bapti zes you! The man who puts you under the water is nerely
performng this physical act FOR Christ, in Hs stead -- BY HS
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AUTHORI TY.

Consider that it is CHRI ST who is baptizing you by a HUVAN
| NSTRUMENT who has been COWM SSI ONED BY H S TRUE CHURCH And even
if H's human instrument turns out to be inperfect, remenber all
humans are inperfect, and that the baptismwas DONE FOR, and IN
THE NAME OF the only One who ever was perfect. And since it was
inreality done by Christ, it should never be done again if one
has understood and conplied with God's conditions for salvation.

Your Next Step

Thousands have cone to realize they are receiving the truth
of God through the AMBASSADOR COLLEGE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE. They
are beginning to see, by the "fruits," that the WORLDW DE CHURCH
OF GOD is the ONLY Church preaching Christ's TRUE Gospel. And
many have realized the inportance of PERSONAL CONTACT with the
m ni sters of Jesus Christ who are doing H's work -- who are
preachi ng the good news of God's coming Kingdomas a WTNESS TO
the world, and are feeding H's flock spiritually.

I f you have TRULY REPENTED of your sins and realize the
vital necessity of this personal contact and gui dance by the true
servants of Jesus Christ regarding baptismand ot her spiritual
matters, then send your nane and address imediately to M.
Herbert W Arnstrong in care of the cl osest address on page 2,
and request to be visited. (Be sure to MENTION YQU conpl et ed
Lesson 26.)

Those who have cone to realize the inportance of being
bapti zed NOW should NOT PUT IT OFF! Next week, next nonth, or
next year mght be TOO LATE!



