LESSON 29
(1963, 1967, 1969)

AMBASSADOR COLLEGE
Bl BLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE

Qur Battl e-Scarred Mon
About Qur Cover

Spect acul ar vi ew of our DEFACED noon as seen through 60-inch
tel escope at Mount WIson Cbservatory. Wiy does the noon's
pockmar ked, chaotic surface |ook |ike an ancient BATTLEFI ELD?
VWhat strange story do the craters and streaking scars tell us
about its ancient past? The astoundi ng answer is STRANGER t han
science fiction! This [esson reveals the truth about our
BATTLE- SCARRED uni verse, as it is recorded in God's Wrd -- the
Bi bl e!

THE ORIG N OF SATAN AND SUNDAY

JUST HOW did Sunday -- the day of the SUN -- originate? D d
God create this day to be holy -- as so many CARELESSLY ASSUME?

Exactly WHY has a day in honor of the sun been set aside for
rest and worshi p? WHO I S responsible for its origin? And what is
t he DI ABCLI CAL MOTI VE behind the institution of the nost observed
day of this nodern world?

The astoundi ng ANSWERS are found in your Bible!

Satan's Great Deception

The origin and background of Sunday observance is one of the
nost CLEVERLY CONCEALED, diabolical and sinister plots ever
devi sed. And nost of the inhabitants of the civilized world have
been DECEI VED by it!

Soon nost of this present age-end world will find itself
under heavy political and nmilitary PRESSURE to observe Sunday.
Even now vast nunbers of people are becom ng nore and nore Sunday
consci ous.

Yes, there is a sinister and diabolical, little suspected,
but very REAL connection between SUNday and a great evil spirit
being in an extrenely high position

You need to UNDERSTAND how t he day of the Sun originated,
VWHO the great sinister power is that pronbtes its observance in
our time -- why he is so diligent in msleading people to observe
it -- and WHAT God warns will befall those who observe Sunday!

Since it isn't vital to our salvation to know all about the
rel ati onship between God and H's angels, He reveals only that
which is essential to our understanding. God especially rel ates
to us one great past event -- the REBELLION of Satan the Devil
and of the angels that followed him He WARNS US of that awesone
event SO WV MAY BE THROAN ON GUARD FOR A GREAT DANGER NOW

Read and ponder well the pages of this |esson, and your
Bi ble, so you will have the knowl edge to PROTECT yoursel f agai nst
t he hi deously perilous tinmes just ahead!

Angel s Once Ruled the Earth
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1. Are the Devil and his denons ANGELIC spirit beings? Mat.
25:41. However, did they SIN at sone tinme in the past? Il Pet.
2: 4.

COMMENT: The Devil and his denons are FALLEN angel s.

2. Since they are angelic spirit beings, Satan and his
denons originated in the sane nanner as all other angels.
Therefore, how did he and his angels ORI A NATE? Ps. 148:2, 5.
Were they created BEFORE the foundations of our earth were laid
-- that is, before our earth was created? Job 38:4, 7. Do the
"stars" nmentioned in verse 7 represent angel s? Rev. 1:20.

COMMENT: Angels are synbolically referred to in the Bible as
"stars." And so the angels had al ready been created BEFORE this
earth was created.

SYMBOLS OF ANCELS -- Star cluster in the constellation of Cancer
as seen through 200-inch tel escope at Munt Pal omar Qbservatory.
In the Bible, God SYMBOLI CALLY refers to created angels as
"stars."

3. What kind of angelic being was Satan originally? Ezek.
28:14, first five words. Was he PERFECT in his ways? Verse 15.
And in beauty and wi sdonf? Verse 12. What was his ORI G NAL nane?

I sa. 14:12.

COMMENT: God speaks of the earthly human King of Tyre (Ezek.
28:12), through whomthe Devil worked, as a TYPE of Satan. Then
God proceeds to describe Satan when he was the great anointed
cherub nanmed "Lucifer."

"Lucifer"” means "light bringer,"” or "shining star of the
dawn." God made Lucifer RESPLENDENT -- SHINING -- full of W SDOM
and perfect in BEAUTY. In other words, one who had great
know edge and truth and light, and who was to QVE it to those
who were to be placed under him

4. Did Lucifer COVER sonething? Ezek. 28:14. \Wat does God
sit between? Ps. 99:1. Then did Satan's w ngs, when he was
Luci fer the Cherub, cover the THRONE OF GOD in heaven -- the
"mercy seat" upon which God sits? Ex. 25:20. Who set Lucifer in
this H GH PCSI TI ON of covering God' s throne? Ezek. 28:14.

COMMENT: The heavenly throne of God is pictured by the
"mercy seat" which God told Moses to build for the earthly
tabernacle (Ex. 25:17-22). And it was GOD who gave Lucifer the
hi gh position of covering H's throne which is apparently | ocated
in the northern heavens (lsa. 14:13).

5. Did God later give Lucifer ANOTHER position -- one of
RULERSHI P? I sa. 14:13. Notice the word "throne." "Throne" neans
RULERSHI P!

6. Was Lucifer's assigned place of rulership AWAY from God' s
throne in heaven? Ezek. 28:13, first nine words.

COMMENT: God assigned Lucifer to rule over other angels
which He -- God -- had put ON THI S EARTH. Lucifer's throne was in
t he pre-Adam c, wonderfully beautiful Eden -- a fabul ous "garden”
spot | ocated somewhere in the area now known as Pal estine. From
Eden, Lucifer RULED over millions of angelic subjects.

7. Was Lucifer PERFECT at that tinme? Ezek. 28:12, and the
first 13 words of verse 15.

Luci fer Rebel s Agai nst God

The wi se, bright and shining, powerful Prince Lucifer was
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perfect in all his ways while he was ruling the pre-Adanic earth
fromhis throne in Eden. That is, until Lucifer DEVELOPED an
overwhel m ng and obsessive desire for EXPANDI NG H S RULERSH P
where it was NOT GOD S WLL that he should exercise it! An
obsessi ve desire that caused his very DOANFALL!!

Learn now of Lucifer's great and terrible sin which resulted

in his becom ng "SATAN the Devil" -- the CONTI NU NG "adversary"
of both God and man!
1. What CHANGE cane about in the heart -- in the mnd -- of

Luci fer because of his great beauty? Ezek. 28:17. Did he becone
| NORDI NATELY PROUD of his beauty? And did his brightness as
Lucifer, the angel of light, affect his WSDOM and gener al

bal ance? Did Lucifer go so far as to commt "iniquity" -- SIN?
Verses 15-16.
COMMVENT: Luci fer had becone "lifted up" -- PUFFED UP - -

because of the unusual BEAUTY of his body, which had the
bri ghtness of a star.

2. What did Lucifer, the angelic cherub, who was NOT of the
@GOD Family in any sense of the word, anbitiously nmake up his m nd
to do? Isa. 14:13

COMMVENT: Lucifer said he would RISE fromthis earth --
depart fromthe position of rulership God had placed himin --
and ASCEND to God's throne in the northern heavens. He wanted to
exalt hinmself to a position of rulership OVER ALL the "stars," or
angel s of Cod!

3. What did Lucifer say he would thus becone? Isa. 14:14.

COMMENT: Lucifer said he woul d MAKE H MSELF t he Mbst Hi gh
God! He woul d pick the position of rulership HE woul d choose!! He
no |l onger was willing to be RULED BY GOD!

Fromthe pre-Adam c Eden, Lucifer arose through the clouds
into the heavens to BATTLE the Suprene God and H's angels for
RULERSHI P of the universe!

4. How MANY angelic warriors ("stars") did Lucifer take with
hi n? Rev. 12:3-4.

COMMENT: Lucifer was prepared for great AGERESSI VE battl e!
Lucifer's strength and influence was so great, that he persuaded
ONE THIRD of all the multiple mllions of angels ("stars") of God
to aid himin his revolt!

SPACE WARFARE!

1. Did a TREMENDOUS BATTLE take place in the heavens when
Luci fer and his angels ascended to seize God's throne? Rev. 12:7.

COMMENT: What Satan is soon to attenpt again, he did
FORMERLY. There was "WAR I N HEAVEN'! God's angelic arm es met
Lucifer and his angelic arnmies as they ascended to heaven. A
spect acul ar battle occurred, the |ike of which DEFI ES THE
| MAG NATI ONI

The objectives at stake in that war were our own sol ar
system and the UNI VERSE ARCUND us!

There was TREMENDCQUS DESTRUCTI ON!

Pl anets may well have been thrown fromtheir orbits! Space
debris and great clouds of gas were formed by expl oding stars.

PHOTO CAPTION: SYMBOL OF THE DEVIL -- Satan, who is sly and VERY
DEADLY, appeared as a serpent to Adam and Eve in the Garden of
Eden. Shown is a Pal estinian Viper
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In our solar systemscientists have observed graphic
evi dence that a planet disintegrated -- the debris of which
undoubtedly forned the thousands of asteroids, or planetoids,
whi ch continually orbit the Sun.

G ant conets were created, tracing gaseous trails in their
space-wandering orbits. Huge chunks and nasses of smashed pl anets
crashed into the tw sted weckage of other planets. Geat gaseous
conets blazing nmute testinony of their ancient origin, broken
asteroids, and flam ng nmeteors still falling nightly -- after so
long a time -- all tell the SAME STORY!

Qur own noon has | ong borne mute testinony of SPACE WARFARE.
The void, dismal surface defaced and pockmarked by thousands of
i npacts telling a graphic story.

VWhen Ranger VIIIl focused its six television canmeras on the
nmoon in 1965, an incredible close-up view of the pockmarked,
ravaged surface of the noon was reveal ed. Thousands of i npact
craters and streaking sears gave the undeni abl e appearance of an
ancient battlefield.

The very substrata of our OMN EARTH itself reveals the sane
twi sted chaos and anci ent viol ence.

And now, the PLANET MARS bears testinmony as well.

The spectacul ar radio tel ephotos of Mars taken by Mariner 1V
in 1965, reveal that the whole face of our solar system has been
changed!

In an article in the Chicago Sun Tines, scientists stated
that the BATTERED face of Mars was a MAJOR SHOCK!

The Chicago Tribune also said that Mars is a world BRUTALLY
pockmar ked by huge craters that make it nore |ike the noon than
the Earth. "Mars," the article continued, "neaningfully naned for
the god of war -- has a | andscape resenbling a BATTLEFI ELD -- the
craters are believed caused by GREAT METEORS, or heavenly
fireballs -- DWARFING THE HHBOMB -- hitting the planet in a
bonbar dnent . "

The official report on Mariner 1V s findings released by the
Jet Propul sion Laboratory in Pasadena, California, reasoned by
anal ogy with our Mon that these craters were fornmed 2-5 billion
years ago!

Some of the Mars photos reveal craters estinated to be 13
THOUSAND FEET DEEP!

And so what the astrononers see through their tel escopes
today is not an evol ving universe, but the WRECKAGE OF A TITANI C
BATTLE waged by spirit beings throughout space -- a battle fought
| ong BEFORE nman's creation!

2. Did God's angelic forces REPEL Lucifer's (Satan's)

i nvasi on by casting himand his angel s BACK TO TH S EARTH? Rev.
12:8-9; Isa. 14:12 and Luke 10: 18.

COMMVENT: Notice the words, "Lucifer ... thou are cut down to
the ground,” in Isa. 14:12. Lucifer tried to nake hinsel f God.
But he failed. He and his angels were east back down to this
earth. (You should review Lesson 11 for nore details about
Lucifer's rebellion and the resultant destruction that was
wrought on this earth.)

Luci fer BECOVES SATAN -- CGod's "Adversary”

1. What was Lucifer called after his rebellion against God?
Rev. 12:3, 9.

COMMVENT: Cod nanes one for what he IS or HAS BECOWVE! Cod
CHANGED Luci fer's nane when his CHARACTER changed. At the time of
Lucifer's fall, God changed his name to Satan, which nmeans
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"adversary" -- one who OPPOSES or RESI STS. Lucifer becanme a REBEL
agai nst God! We find Satan the Devil in direct and active
opposition to God and EVERYTHING that has to do with His
EXPANSI ON of the God kingdom-- God's ruling famly.

God al so renanmed the angels that foll owed Satan, "denons."
(The word "devils" used in the Bible is a mstranslation -- it
shoul d be transl ated "denons.")

So GOD DI D NOT CREATE SATAN, the Devil! God created a cherub
named Lucifer -- PERFECT IN H' S WAYS, but with the PONER OF FREE
CHO CE -- and LUCI FER TRANSFORMED H MSELF | NTO A DEVIL by his
rebel I i on agai nst the governnent of God! By his rebellion,

Luci fer BECAME Satan. By his OMN CHO CE i n OPPCOSI NG God, he nade
hi nsel f God's adversary.

Lucifer, by the tinme God speaks of himin the Book of
Revel ati on, had beconme PERVERTED IN ALL H'S WAYS -- even in his
APPEARANCE. Now Satan | ooks |ike a voraci ous red DRAGON

2. Satan and his denons were forced back to the EARTH. But
do you think for one noment that Satan who, for eons of tinme, has
been obsessed with the idea of gaining dom nion of all things in
t he heavens and earth, would now cease his pursuit of this goal?
O COURSE NOT!

WI Il Satan, the dragon, nmake ANOTHER ATTEMPT to WREST
DOMNION from God in our tinme -- in the very short time now |l eft
before Christ's second com ng? Rev. 12:7. But will he be cast
down to our earth again? Verse 9. Does verse 10 show that this
obvi ousl y happens shortly BEFORE Christ's com ng?

COMMENT: Revel ation 12:7 is DUAL in nmeaning. There will be
"war in heaven" ONCE AGAIN -- just before the second com ng of
Christ. And ONCE AGAIN Satan will FAIL!

Satan's Great M stake

Let's understand what terrible m stake Satan nmade which | ed
himto sin agai nst Cod.

PHOTO CAPTION: Satan fell as lightning from heaven when God cast
himand his angels back to this earth!

1. Did God charge certain angels with FOLLY? Job 4:18.

2. Wiy did God charge these angels with folly -- did God
begin to find "iniquity" (SIN) in perfect King Lucifer of the
earth? Ezek. 28:15.

3. Did King Lucifer begin to GREEDI LY seek even MORE riches
and authority than he had al ready received from God? Ezek. 28:16.
Did he even begin to seek themw th VIOLENCE, and thus begin to
SIN -- becone disobedient to God? Sane verse.

COMMENT: Lucifer was created PERFECT in all his ways. But
God did not create Lucifer incapable of sinning. Notice it:
Lucifer was "perfect in his ways TILL ..." (verse 15) -- until he
EXERCI SED his will AGAI NST God!

Luci fer began to be vain about his great beauty and
authority. He began thinking about EXPANDI NG hi s rul ership.

I nstead of REJECTI NG t hose wrong thoughts, he entertained
them -- he began to ENLARGE UPON t hose wong ideas until he
actual |y SINNED agai nst God Al m ghty!

Luci fer did NOT RESTRAIN hinself and subnmit to the will of
CGod! Despite all of his perfection and know edge, LUCI FER DI D NOT
EXERCI SE PERFECT CHARACTER!
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Character involves individual DECISION -- and the exercise
of the will in the RIGHT DIRECTIONl But Lucifer would not control
his desire to "get." He had the will and power to DO what was
right, but he did not and does NOT CHOOSE to be OBEDI ENT to God.

4. Al though God had already rewarded Lucifer with a throne
of great power and influence on this earth, what did his
uncontrolled desire to "take" finally cause himto plan? |sa.

14: 13- 14.

COMMENT:  Luci fer LUSTED for MORE power -- MORE authority!
Lucifer said, "I will ascend to Heaven and SEl ZE God' s throne.
I"mgoing to take God's PLACE and be the God of the universe."

Lucifer wasn't willing to be content with his own
jurisdiction. He was, and is out to rule the whole universel

The Devil's sin was | NSUBORDI NATI ON!' Attenpted seizure of a
throne i s TREASON!

Luci fer REBELLED! He woul d not be ruled by God any | onger.
He refused to carry out GOD S GOVERNVENT on earth. Lucifer wants
to substitute his OAN government.

5. What is the BASIC reason why NO angels will ever be in
t he suprenme GOD- RULI NG FAM LY, however they may try, by deceit
and trickery, to seize suprene rule? GOD reveals the answer in
Heb. 1:5.

COMMENT: The great Lucifer and all the other created angels
were never destined to be nore than just the angelic SERVANTS of
manki nd (verse 6).

PHOTO CAPTI ON: COM C WRECKAGE -- RESULTS OF SPACE WARFARE! -- THE
MOON -- Above left, full noon reveals thousands of ancient inpact
craters gouged by gigantic chunks of snmashed planets that crashed
into it. Box focuses attention on crater Copernicus. Above right,
amazi ng phot ograph taken by Lunar Orbiter Il in 1966, shows
Coperni cus in background. Boxed-in area of crater is revealed in
spect acul ar detail bel ow.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Hal l ey's Conet perpetually bears mute testinony of
Satan's rebellion and resul tant WARFARE in the heavens! Bel ow
left, is the debris of a star that exploded. At right bel ow,
spect acul ar cl ose-up photo of Mars shows the planet to be a vast,
BATTLE- SCARRED wast el and |i ke our noon!

NONE of the angels can be begotten and born of God into the
very God Fam |y as manki nd can be. ONLY MEN are DESTI NED TO
become the SONS OF GOD (Gen. 1:26). Only MEN have been prom sed
by God that they may be begotten and receive the power of the
Holy Spirit by which they can becone God's Sons!

The Devil and his denons KNOW and HATE this fact!

Sat an Opposes God's Pl an

Sat an HATES God! O all things Satan does not want, it is
for MORE begotten sons of God to be BORN into God's very own
famly, with the very POAER of God! Satan will attenpt to prevent
THAT at all costs!

1. But even as Satan desires to bring about the ETERNAL
DESTRUCTI ON of all manki nd, what does God say HE intends to DO
with man? Gen. 1:26, first 13 words.

COMMENT: "Let us nake man in our | MAGE," says God. Make man
completely in God's inmage -- NOT in outward form and shape al one
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-- but SPIRI TUALLY CREATE mankind into "character inmages" OF GOD
-- into spirit-born Sons wi th PERFECT GODLY CHARACTER! A creation
H GHER t han the angels. VERY SONS OF GOD!' TERRI BLE FOR SATAN S
PLAN! !

2. So what ARE Satan and the rest of the rebellious fallen
angel s NONVDO NG on this earth? How are they attenpting to THWART
God's plan for mankind, and strengthen their own plan of universe
rule for thenselves? Il Cor. 4:4.

COWENT: Satan is STILL the "GOD' of THHS EVIL WORLD. He is
God' s Adversary and is OPPOSED TO CGod's plan for mankind. It is
he and his denons who are H DI NG the true gospel from mankind --
the true way to BECOVE very Gods within God's Famly.

And especially does he H DE the truth about KEEPI NG THE KEY

TEST COMVANDMENT OF GOD -- the SABBATH DAY -- and SUBSTI TUTE
anot her day -- a day of DAMNATION -- a day of HS OAWNI'! A cl ever
and effective counterfeit -- an extrenely effective strategy to
DO AVAY with mankind for eternity!

W will learn nore about this later.

Angels Created to Be Servants

1. Does CGod positively state that "the world to conme” -- the
M |1 enni al one-thousand-year-age and thereafter -- will NOT be
rul ed by angels? -- no matter how hard the rebellious ones may

now try to place thenselves in such a position? Heb. 2:5.

2. If we become the born Sons of God, are we prom sed
rul ership OVER all the angels? Heb. 2:7-8 and I Cor. 6:2-3.

COMMENT: Notice that God is speaking of angels here, and is
pointing out that man (Heb. 2:7) has been made a LI TTLE LOAER
than the angels for NOW but will be placed OVER God's "works" --
H s CREATED works, including the angels and all the rest of God's
creation.

No wonder anbitious Satan and his rebellious fallen angels
want to see all mankind destroyed forever. For nman's destiny is
that of becom ng GODS -- very SONS of God's divine, ruling
Fam | y!

3. Does God declare He has a great overall plan --
"declaring the end FROM THE BEA NNI NG' (the start)? Isa. 46:10.
Did God have a purpose exactly in mnd for us to fulfill even
BEFORE He created this earth? Il Tim 1:9. Notice the words,
"Holy calling.” So we see God does have a PLAN for us.

4. Now just where do angelic beings PROPERLY fit into God's
great plan? Are there CHERUBIM at God's throne? Ps. 99:1. And
ELDERS? Rev. 4:10. Do ARCHANGELS serve God? Jude 9. Are others
di sciplined into ARMES? Rev. 19:14. Do others WATCH OVER - -
mnister to -- God's spirit-begotten people here on earth? Heb.
1:13-14.

COMMENT: There are countless mllions of other angels
perform ng OTHER duties. TWD THI RDS of the angels still serve God
in the duties He created for them

But Satan and the millions upon mllions of the other TH RD
of the angels (Rev. 12:4) seek to west domnion from God. These
are the inordinately anbitious, unscrupul ous and ruthl ess angel s
who, NOT bei ng Gods, seek by any and every way they can, to MAKE
OF THEMBELVES t he universe-ruling "Gods" OVER and ABOVE the
Supreme CREATOR God and His Fam ly -- the Kingdom of God!!

5. What does CGod say regarding the attitude of these
rebel I i ous angels who are in revolt against H n? Does He say that
they should not strive with H m because He created them for their
particul ar purpose? Isa. 45:9.
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COMMENT: Shoul d a STONE that God nade say to God, "I do not
want to be a stone, | want to be a God"? PREPOSTEROUS! Yet this
is the very ATTITUDE of all fallen angels. They do not want to
SERVE God or man!

6. What other verses show that no created being shoul d
strive with God because CGod has created himfor a SPECI FI C
PURPOSE? Rom 9:20, last 16 words; and verse 21, first eight
wor ds.

COMMENT: Satan and his fallen angels are in A COWLETELY
VWRONG ATTI TUDE in their determination to see us -- we who may
beconme very Sons of God - COVPLETELY DESTROYED. Nevert hel ess,
they persist in attenpting to cause this very thing to happen!

Satan Unintentionally Contributes to Character Building

Wthout intending to do so, Satan and his denons have a PART
in producing God's character in us. Let's learn how this cones
about .

1. How does God propose to el evate man ABOVE the angel s as
H s Sons? -- through a certain amount of SUFFERI NG? Heb. 2:9-10.
Noti ce the words, "make the CAPTAIN (Christ, and |ikew se us, his
FOLLOVWERS) ... perfect through sufferings.” See also | Pet. 2:21.

COMMVENT: This is where the SEDUCTI ONS of Satan and his
denons cone in to strengthen our character. It is by their subtle
presentation of inproper choices which WE nust CHOOSE to reject!!

2. Does God pronise the supernatural PONER OF H'S HOLY
SPIRIT to mracul ously strengthen us in making the R GHT CHO CES,
and then followi ng through in our OBEDI ENCE TO GOD? Heb. 2:3-4
and Phil. 2:13.

Havi ng the mracul ous power of the Holy Spirit to enable us
to obey God and devel op H's character, is there NO EXCUSE for our
not achieving this wonderful goal of becom ng very Sons of God --
regardl ess of any trap the Devil and his denons will set to
destroy us? Sane verses.

COMMENT: After one is finally born of God he CANNOT SI N
because he WLLS not to sin!l For God's "seed" -- the FULL POAER
of the Holy Spirit and God's divine character -- will REMAIN in
him (1 John 3:9).

Hebrews 1 and 2 reveal that we are destined to be over Cod's
created angels -- provided we |learn to OBEY GOD HERE AND NOW

There is the CRUX! OBEDI ENCE! OBEDI ENCE TO GOD! !

Now for the proof.

Recal |l that the very next two chapters (Hebrews 3 and 4)
tell us explicitly that we nust KEEP God's Holy Sabbath -- the
test commandnment -- if we expect to be born of God and rule in
the World Tonorrow.

We nust keep HOLY the seventh day of the week -- God's holy
Sabbath Day -- and not observe the Devil's FIRST DAY of the week
-- SUNday!

By avoiding Satan's snare -- SUNDAY OBSERVANCE -- and by
keeping all of God's conmandnents, we will becone Sons of God --
very Gods in the Kingdomof God. W shall then REPLACE Satan and
his fallen angels and be granted DOM NI ON over this earth with
Christ!

Expansi on of God's Fam |y Begins
This earth was terribly narred as a result of Satan's

rebel i on against God. It was desol ate and covered with water.
But finally the tinme cane to nove ahead in God's great plan.



Noti ce what God di d next.

1. Did God REFASH ON the earth's surface to make it
habitable for man? Gen. 1:9, 16.

COMMENT: God made the SUN to shine again on this earth which
had been darkened by thick clouds.

2. And what did God then say regarding the creation of man?
Gen. 1:26, 27. Also read Rom 8:29.

COMMENT: Renenber by the references in Genesis that man is
already created in God's "likeness" -- in outward form and shape.
But Romans 8:29, | Corinthians 15 and many ot her scriptures show
that we may becone further created into the SPI RI TUAL CHARACTER
"I MAGE" of God and ultimately become Spirit beings -- just as
Christ and the Father are today.

WE MAY BECOVE MEMBERS OF THE VERY GOD FAM LY! This is what
Satan and his denons fear above all things.

God has a great plan for nmankind, but Satan IS NOT in
agreement with it at all! For through God's plan, Satan and his
dermons wi |l LOSE THEIR RULE OVER TH S EARTH!

Satan Views Men as "Usurpers”

Sat an vi ews human beings as "usurpers.” A USURPER is one who
sei zes or exercises authority or possessi on WRONGFULLY.

Yet this is exactly what SATAN had becone. He began to
exercise his office as ruler of the earth WRONGFULLY. Then he
tried to west dom nion fromthe Suprenme Rul er of the universe!

Wth his perverted and twi sted m nd, Satan now | ooks upon
manki nd as the "USURPERS" because God has destined man to replace
hi m and his denons as rulers of this world!

And so what could be better, Satan reasons, than to cause
t hese "usurpers” to disobey God and thereby DI SQUALI FY t hensel ves
so God cannot use them

W need to understand HONthe Devil and his denons wor k!

1. Was the serpent on hand to cause God's new creation --
man -- to DI SOBEY God, shortly after he was created? Gen. 3:1.
Notice the word "serpent."” Who was this SERPENT -- Satan, the
Devil? Rev. 12:9. Are we told that Satan is extrenely SUBTLE?
Gen. 3:1 and Il Cor. 11:3. Are we al so warned agai nst w cked
spirits -- "spiritual w ckedness" -- in high places? Eph. 6:12.

COMMENT: Satan is "prince of the power of the air™ (Eph.
2:2), and ruler over a vast nunber of w cked denon spirits. W
are WARNED to be on guard agai nst these CLEVER and DEADLY FOES!

PHOTO CAPTI ON -- ADAM AND EVE I N EDEN -- Artist's conception of
what the Garden of Eden m ght have | ooked like. God's record of
the events that occurred here are a grave WARNI NG for us today!

Satan, aided by mllions of fallen angelic denons, is the
"god of this world" (Il Cor. 4:4) -- the invisible ruler of this
world who I NCI TES MANKIND TO DI SOBEY GOD!' He has been its ruler
fromthe very tine Adamrebel |l ed agai nst God and obeyed the
Devi | !

The Devil is also the unseen, but extrenmely REAL POAER
behi nd an AGES- OLD SUCCESSI ON OF WORLD- RULI NG EMPI RES ( Rev.
13:1-2) -- enpires which have swayed this earth to Satan's will
for thousands of years!

Satan and his fallen angels love "this present evil world."
It REFLECTS their perverted character. It agrees with their evil
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nat ures because the very nature of mankind is basically the sane
as the evil, perverted nature of the Devil.

The Devil and his denons are organized to run this present
evil world and they want to REMAIN here. It is their "hone," a
pl ace they can rule over "AS GODS." And it is their "first
foothol d" toward what they would like to see as UN VERSAL
DOM NI ON for thensel ves!

They want to RETAIN THIS EARTH -- this dom nion -- and
EXPAND THEI R DOM NI ON FROM HERE THROUGHOUT ALL THE UNI VERSE!

Therefore, they do NOT want OTHER sons born of God. They
fight God and His plan to beget and have born other Sons of God
at every turn!

Adam and Eve Attend First "Sunday Service"

1. On what day did God create man? Gen. 1:27, 31. And did
God' s holy SABBATH DAY i medi ately fol low? Gen. 2:1-2.

COMMENT: God created man on the sixth day of the week. And
on the next day -- the SEVENTH DAY, God's HOLY conmanded Sabbat h
(REST) DAY (Gen. 2:2) -- God instructed the man and wonan. He
reveal ed the Sabbath and instructed themin H's other
commandnents and | aws on that FIRST Sabbath Day (Gen. 2:16-17).

2. But what i mediately happened on the very NEXT DAY AFTER
the Sabbath Day of God's instruction? Did Satan at once begin
talking to God's new creation on the first of the six ORD NARY
days of CGod's week? Gen. 3:1-4.

COMMENT: Satan, the adversary -- the one who REBELS agai nst
God -- LOST NO TIME! He was at once having his own "church"
service -- NOT on God's holy comanded Sabbath Day -- but on the
day FOLLON NG God' s Sabbat h. He was conducting his own "church"
service on the FIRST day of the week -- on Sunday!

Sat an was al ready having his own "church" service on the day
whi ch was LATER to be tagged SUNDAY by his human instrunents.

And Satan, the serpent, was ever so subtly | NSPI Rl NG
DI SOBEDI ENCE to God's commands during this, the first "Sunday
service"!

Man "Falls" for Satan's Lie -- Disobeys CGod

Adam and Eve were actual people who lived in the Garden of
Eden. The events in Cenesis and ot her books of the Bible actually
occurred.

PHOTO CAPTI ON:  TORNADO -- Huge tornadi c funnel cloud w eaks
trenendous destruction. Satan, who is the "prince of the power of
the air,"” can produce death-dealing w nds! (Job 1:7-12, 19.)

God inspired the events of CGenesis 2 and 3 to be placed at
the very beginning of the Bible to show, in BROAD QUTLI NE - -

t hrough the actions of Adam and Eve -- exactly what the tendency
of man woul d be down through the ages.

Let God now reveal to you in Genesis 2 and 3, in thunbnai
formfor your urgent WARNING, the insidious principle and plan by
which Satan is intensely working in "this present evil world" to
bring you -- and all mankind -- to ETERNAL DEATH

1. Did God nake eternal life available to Adam and Eve in
the Garden of Eden? CGen. 2:8-9, 16. Notice the words "tree of
life" and "freely eat."
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COMMENT: Adam and Eve were nortal, human beings. But God
of fered them ETERNAL |ife if they partook of the fruit of the
"tree of life."

God commanded them (note the word "commanded” in verse 16)
to partake, or CHOOSE, ONLY of the many GOOD, right and | awful
things of life -- "of every TREE (the MANY trees) of the garden
thou mayest freely eat ..." (Gen. 2:16), and of "the tree of
(ETERNAL) LIFE" (Gen. 2:9).

If they had partaken of the fruit of the "tree of life,"
they would have ultimately received ETERNAL |ife!

They woul d have received the Holy Spirit which would have
reveal ed SPI RI TUAL know edge and under st andi ng, and gi ven them
t he supernatural POAER of God to make possible their obedience to
H s commands -- the |laws which point to all the good and ri ght
things of life.

And the Holy Spirit woul d have PERFECTED t he very CHARACTER
of God in them and finally changed their nortal bodies into
spirit-born Sons of Cod!

2. But, at the sane tine, what did God warn woul d happen if
they chose to DI SOBEDI ENTLY partake of the tree of the "know edge

of good AND evil" -- if they CHOSE to REJECT God's revel ati on and
experinment with sin for thenselves -- would they "SURELY DI E"?
Gen. 2:17.

COMMENT: God sol enmmly warned Adam and Eve: "In the day that
thou eatest ... ("of the tree of the know edge of good AND evil")

thou shalt surely die"! (Gen. 2:17.) Wasn't that just the thing
Satan wanted to happen to RID hinsel f of nman, whom God had
pl anned to be born into the ruling Famly of God?

3. What did Satan, the deadly serpent, at once urge Eve and
Adamto do -- partake of this forbidden "tree" -- the tree of the
know edge of "good AND evil"? Gen. 3:5. By influencing themto
sin, wasn't Satan actually comrtting nurder? Doesn't Christ call
Satan a nmurderer to this very day? John 8:44.

COMMENT: Satan urged themto indulge in this disobedient
action -- this SIN -- which would result in DEATH

The Devil suggested to the wonman that she partake of what he
KNEWWAS EVIL -- to becone disobedient -- so she could not
qualify for rulership of the world.

4. Did Satan, in order to make certain that Eve and Adam
would fall into his deadly trap, LYINGY PROM SE them t hey woul d
NOT DI E by partaking of this m xture of good AND evil -- that
they already had eternal life? Gen. 3:4. And did Satan SUBTLY
| MPLY that God was HI DI NG certain vital "know edge" fromthem
whi ch they ought to have? Verses 5-6. Notice the words "make one
wise," in verse 6.

COMMENT: Adam and Eve did NOT have to | earn the nmeani ng and
resultant curses of sin by EXPERIENCING it -- by di sobeying God's
commands. They coul d have learned this fromthe terrible exanple
of Lucifer's and the other fallen angels' sin. But with the
deceptive lie and subtle pronptings of Satan, the serpent, carnal
man rather CHOSE to | earn the nmeaning of sin BY ACTUALLY
EXPERI ENCI NG | T!

No, man did NOT have to sin to learn to |live God s way of
obedi ence, to build God's character, and finally be born into
God's Family. Man could have learned to live by God's will
wi t hout experiencing sin, SUFFERI NG and DEATH!

But once man did sin, God allotted mankind 6,000 years to
| earn, once and for all tinme, that follow ng the natural
tendenci es of the carnal mnd RESULTS ONLY | N SUFFERI NG AND
DEATH. The record of human history bears this fact out for those
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who have the wit to see it!

5. Did BEve and Adam“"fall" for the Devil's lie? Gen. 3:6.
And were they thus DENIED the privil ege of access to the Holy
Spirit and eternal life AT THAT TI ME? Verses 22-24.

6. Does God call the Devil a liar, the father of lies, and a
nmur derer from the begi nning? John 8:44. And are all those who are
M SLED by Satan to teach his Iine of lies, also liars and
mur derers? Sane verse.

COMMENT: Here we see the first and GREATEST LIE ever told to
manki nd -- that man would NOT DI E by partaking of a m xture of
BOTH obedi ence AND di sobedi ence. Satan, in fact, told the first
human beings that they had an "imortal soul” that could not die!
This was, and IS, the GREATEST LIE EVER TOLD!

God calls Satan a MJRDERER from t he begi nni ng because he is
the greatest of all murderers. By far the greatest this world has
ever known. You now know t he reason WHY. He wants to be RID OF
ALL MANKI ND FOREVER!

Wy the VAST MAJORITY Di sobeys God

1. Does God warn us TODAY that the Devil -- the sly and
subtle serpent -- is on the job as nuch as ever to lyingly
decei ve manki nd, and thereby nmurder man -- cause mankind to cease

to exist forever? Il Cor. 11:3. Has he deceived the WHOLE wor| d?
Rev. 12:09.

COMMENT: W have just seen that Adam and Eve were
"thunbnail " types who represent what woul d be happening to man
t hroughout the ages. And God tells us that Satan has deceived the
entire world.

Yes, the WHOLE WORLD!

Satan's plan is working very well, thus far. You have God's
Wrd for it!

ITS TIME TO WAKE UP!

Here we see God's WARNI NG for manki nd TODAY -- that you and
I should NOT be misled by Devil-inspired LIES fromthe sinplicity
of PURE OBEDI ENCE as taught by Christ. This is where Satan LI ED,
and STILL LIES TO MAN TODAY.

Through this world' s established societies -- its ways of
life, nodes of communications; its entertai nments and
phil osophies -- Satan is continually feeding manki nd the SAME OLD
LIE he told Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden!

Satan and his denons continually whi sper to manki nd, "You

can do evil -- Dl Sobey God -- and still have eternal life as
God. "

A DELI| BERATE AND VERY DECEPTI VE LI E!!

God commands us, "Be ye (STRIVE to becone) ... PERFECT
(perfect in all things -- PERFECT I N OBEDIENCE to God's | aws and
commands whi ch express God's own character) ..." (Mat. 5:48).

2. There were MANY trees in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 2:16).
But only ONE "tree" to eternal life (Gen. 2:9) -- only one

single, solitary tree. There was, and is today, only ONE WAY TO
eternal life! Did Jesus say this way is very NARROW and hard to
find? Mat. 7:14.

3. But what about the other "tree" -- the "tree" of death of
whi ch so many are synbolically partaking today? Wiat does God say
about it? Gen. 2:17 and Mat. 7:13.

COMMENT: "BROAD | S the way, that |eadeth to destruction, and
many (the MAJORITY) there be which go in thereat"” (Mat. 7:13).

THIS tree -- this WRONG WAY -- | S POPULAR with this evil
wor | d.



13

4. WHY 1S this evil tree sought after by the vast majority
of "this present evil world"? WHY are people's mnds drawn to it
as if by a magnet? Know and HEED t he answer in Jereniah 7:9!

COWENT: "THE HEART | S DECElI TFUL ABOVE ALL THI NGS, AND
DESPERATELY W CKED'! THAT' S WHAT OUR HEARTS ARE LIKE -- LI KE THAT
O THE DEVI L HI MSELF!

We and the Devil agree by NATURE

As if by a magnet, we are DRAWN by our inherently evil
natures and by Satan's supernatural pronptings, to this
Cod- f or bi dden, death-dealing tree to partake willingly of both
good AND evi l!

W tend to deceive ourselves -- "kid" ourselves -- FROM
obedi ence to CGod, even when the Bible plainly states, for
i nstance, that we are COWANDED to keep the key test comrandnent
-- Cod's SABBATH DAY.

We woul d by nature rather keep SOVE OTHER DAY than God's
Sabbath. For "the CARNAL nmind is enmty against God ... not
subject to the law (like the SABBATH command) of God, neither
i ndeed can be" (Rom 8:7).

It can be seen that Satan has a "holiday," so to speak, wth
the m nds of the people of this world.

God says to the vast majority of this world who woul d rat her
keep a DAY or commandment which is contrary to the comuandnents
of God: "Ye are of your father the devil, and the LUSTS OF YOUR
FATHER ye will do" (John 8:44).

Satan is a SPIRIT being. W desperately need the SPIRIT OF
GCD t o COUNTERACT the influence of the Devil and his denons!

PHOTO CAPTI O\ FORBIDDEN FRUI T -- Deceived by the Devil and
notivated by her carnal vanity, Eve partook of the forbidden
fruit and sinned, despite God' s warni ng of DEATH for

di sobedi ence!

And so the carnal mind with which we are born, plus the evil
i nfluence of Satan and his denons, cause the MANY -- not the few,
but the MANY -- to NOT NOWfind the way to eternal life (Mat.
7:14).

It's a CLOSE RACE! "If the righteous SCARCELY be saved
where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?" (I Pet. 4:18.)

But an UNBEATABLE conbi nati on?

NO !

NOT i f you have the POMNER of God's Holy Spirit and STRIVE
FERVENTLY I N DO NG YOUR PART TO BECOVE PERFECT!! (Mat. 5:48; |
Pet. 1:14 and Il Cor. 10:5. Be sure to WRITE QUT these three very
i nportant references!)

You are in on this close race, or you would not be this far
al ong in these studies!

(To be continued in Lesson 30)



