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"Speak to the Children of Israel, that they GO FORWARD ...!"
About Qur Cover

Over 3450 years ago, nore than three mllion Israelites
crossed the Red Sea dry shod! In this unusual photo the Red Sea
stretches as a barrier between the desol ate w | derness of Egypt
in the foreground and the peaks of the Sinai peninsula which rise
hazily on the horizon

In a simlar setting, enclosed by rocky cliffs, Israel |ay
trapped before the onrushing arm es of Pharoah. God's power
delivered them and destroyed their enem es.

DAYS OF UNLEAVENED BREAD -- YOUR PART IN GOD S MASTER PLAN

You have probably heard the saying: "Jesus Christ led a
PERFECT LIFE in YOUR STEAD -- there is NOTH NG AT ALL for you to
do but BELIEVE!'"

Most ministers say: "God's law was nailed to the cross. It
i s unnecessary to keep the Ten Commandnents today!"

Are these commonly accepted ideas really true?

I's there NOTHI NG YQU nust do to inherit eternal life?

Christ Qur Passover

This world woul d have you think that God's plan was
COWPLETED at the cross. In reality it only BEGAN there.

We | earned in the previous lesson that IT WAS JESUS CHRI ST,
our Passover -- not God's |aw -- WHO WAS NAI LED TO THE CROSS.
That instead of Christ doing away with the law, it was the LAW
whi ch woul d have done away with your life. But God accepted the
PERFECT LI FE OF JESUS CHRI ST TO PAY THE PENALTY OF YOUR SINS I N
YOUR STEAD. Jesus Christ died because YOU BROKE GOD' S LAW

"Al'l have sinned," said the apostle Paul, "and come short of
the glory of God!"™ (Rom 3:23.) Your human nature, your carnal
m nd, NATURALLY rejects CGod's ways. (Rom 8:7.)

Jesus Christ's sacrifice -- his shed blood -- WPES AVAY
YOUR PAST SINS. It gives you the opportunity for a fresh, clean
start. But what are you going to do about it -- continue to sin?
-- OR QUIT SINNING?

Did you realize there is something YOU MUST DO, before God
will give you the gift of ETERNAL LIFE? Listen to the answer of
Jesus. Wien one cane to H m asking: "Good Master, what good thing
shall | do, that | may have eternal |ife?" Jesus said: "Wy
call est thou me good? There is none good but one, that is, God:
BUT | F THOU WLT ENTER I NTO LI FE, KEEP THE COMMVANDMENTS. " ( Mat.
19:16-17.)

The Ten Conmandnents reveal CGod's character.

God is now creating RIGHTEQUS, HOLY CHARACTER in those whom
He is calling. Man, now only a clay nodel, is to be created in
t he CHARACTER- | MAGE of God Al mighty. Cbedience is a test of that
character. God will not grant eternal life to anyone He cannot



rule.

But why have professing Christians |ost the know edge that
we nust obey God? For the same reason that the Jews |ost the
know edge that Jesus was the Messi ah!

In the time of Christ the Jews rejected the True Messiah
because they were not observing the Passover at the right tine.
They therefore had | ost the know edge of the FIRST STEP in God's
plan -- and put their Savior to an ignoni nious, painful death!

But Jesus Christ is not only the author, or beginner, He is
al so the FI NI SHER of our salvation (Heb. 12:2). That is what the
professing Christian world has forgotten! They have | ost the
know edge of the SECOND STEP in God's plan -- that we nust PUT
SIN QUT OF QUR LI VES!

To help us in the know edge of the second step, God gave Hi s
Church a special festival -- the Days of Unl eavened Bread. They
are to inpress upon us the fact that we nust NEVER AGAI N RETURN
to the sins Christ paid for with H's shed bl ood.

Let's begin to understand the true significance, the deep
meani ng in this SECOND ANNUAL FESTI VAL conmenorati ng anot her step
in God's plan. Let's learn why keeping the Days of Unl eavened
Bread is so inportant to your salvation, and just what your part
isin CGod s Master Plan.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: The Egypti ans worshi ped the serpent-god Neter-ankh
pi ctured here by an idol of wood overlaid with gold. Such serpent
worship was in reality the worship of Satan the Devil through
synbol i sm-- one reason why Egypt is a TYPE of sinl!

LESSON 34
Commanded Forever

1. Every reader of the New Testament is adnoni shed to
diligently study the exanple of Israel com ng out of Egyptian
slavery. Notice: Wiy has this particular Od Testanent record
been specially witten and preserved? |I Cor. 10:1, 6.

COMMVENT: Lust is sin. Lust is a violation of one of the Ten
Commandnents. Then Israel's experience is to teach us not to sin
-- to teach us obedi ence.

2. Almghty God commanded |srael to keep the Passover in Ex.
12:1-4. But were they to stop with the Passover? O was there
MORE for themto do? Verses 15-20.

3. Were the Days of Unl eavened Bread gi ven BEFORE t he peopl e
of Israel reached Munt Sinai -- BEFORE THEY EVEN LEFT THE LAND
OF EGYPT? Ex. 12:18, 19.

COMMVENT: This festival was commanded before the A d Covenant
was made. | T WAS NO PART OF THE LAW OF MOSES G VEN NEARLY A YEAR
AFTER THE | SRAELI TES ARRI VED AT MOUNT SI NAI. (See Ex. 40:17 and
Lev. 1:1) What was not instituted by the A d Covenant or the |aw
of Mbses, WAS NOT DONE AVWAY WHEN THEY CEASED.

God did not give Israel sacrifices and burnt offerings when
they came out of Egypt! (Jeremi ah 7:22.) What He commanded t hem
was to obey, to keep the Feast. Later, special Msaic sacrifices
were offered on the Days of Unl eavened Bread as al so on every day
of the year. They were TEMPORARY and ceased with the sacrifice of
Chri st.

4. How |l ong were God's people to continue keeping this
Festival ? Exodus 12:17.

COMMENT: Notice this verse in the nodern wordi ng of the
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Ferrar Fenton translation, "consequently keep this period as an
EVERLASTI NG | NSTI TUTI ON. "

5. Did God instruct the Israelites to explain the
significance of this festival to their children so that each
succeedi ng generation would renenber its special mneani ng? Ex.
13: 8. What were they to tell their children about the Days of
Unl eavened Bread? Verses 6-7, 9-10.

6. Did Jesus keep the seven days of Unl eavened Bread,
| eaving true Christians HS OAN EXAMPLE to foll ow? Luke 2:41-43.
Does the Bible show that Jesus NOT ONLY kept the Passover, but
al so the Feast of Unl eavened Bread which followed it? Verse 43
Was Jesus Christ OLD ENOUGH at this tinme to thoroughly understand
whet her or not God expects H's people TO KEEP TH S ANNUAL
FESTI VAL | N NEW TESTAMENT Tl MES? Verses 42, 46-47.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: The pyram ds of |ower Egypt were begun only four
generations before God brought Israel out of Egyptian bondage.
The Exodus began on the first of the Days of Unl eavened Bread.

7. Later on when Christ cane to FULL MATURITY, was He STILL
KEEPI NG t he Passover and the Days of Unl eavened Bread? Mark
14:12-16.

8. In the year that Jesus was crucified, did H s enem es
expect Hmto be keeping the Feast of Unl eavened Bread? Mark
14:1- 2.

COMMENT: Christ's enem es knew that He would surely be
keepi ng the Feast, but they were AFRAID to try to take H m when
so many of the citizens would be gathered together. Jesus was
popul ar because of the mracles He had performed. So, the Jews
captured H mduring the night of the 14th, just after the PRI VATE
Passover nmeal He ate with the disciples.

9. After the cross -- after Jesus had been crucified, buried
and resurrected -- did H's disciples know that THEY WERE STI LL
EXPECTED TO KEEP t he Feast of Unl eavened Bread? Acts 12:3.

COMMENT: Why shoul d Luke, years after the crucifixion, use
the Feast of Unleavened Bread to indicate the tinme of Peter's
i mprisonment ? Because Christians WERE STILL KEEPI NG TH S ANNUAL
FESTI VAL!

10. Didn't Paul, THE APOCSTLE TO THE GENTI LES, wait unti
after he had observed the Feast of Unl eavened Bread with the
Christians at Philippi before he sailed for Troas? Acts 20: 6.

COMMENT: Throughout the history of the early New Test anment
Church of God in the book of Acts, we find faithful Christians
KEEPI NG t he Days of Unl eavened Bread.

11. Does Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
COMVAND CHRI STI ANS TO KEEP THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD? | Cor
5: 8.

COMVENT: Here is the direct conmand for New Testanment
Christians fromGod's apostle to the Gentiles to KEEP THE FEAST
of Unl eavened Bread. Notice because Christ our Passover is
sacrificed for us (verse 7) we nust al so continue to KEEP THE
FEAST of Unl eavened Bread -- a rem nder that we are to put sin
out of our lives.

Now what are you GO NG TO DO?

Escape the Msery of Sin

Let's return to the account of the Exodus from Egypt, and
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see what new | essons we can | earn about the Days of Unl eavened
Br ead.

1. Does God showin H's word that Egypt is a type of SIN?
Hebrews 11:24-27.

COMVENT: Even in Revelation 11:8 SINFUL Jerusalemis called
Egypt spiritually.

2. Did the people of Israel SUFFER in m serable slavery to
the cruel taskmasters of Egypt? What was life in "sin" |ike? Ex.
1:14 and 2:23.

COMMENT: A nodern exanple of this sort of persecution and
human sl avery is seen in Adolph Hitler's Nazi Gernany! Slavery
for Israel in sinful Egypt was very much like living in Htler's
concentration and sl ave-|labor canps. There was one great
di fference however. Nazi Germany's domination lasted for only
little nore than one terrible decade, whereas ancient |srae
served the Egyptians FOR SEVERAL GENERATI ONS!

In the same way, the entire world has SUFFERED fromits own
sins since the creation of Adam-- NEARLY 6000 YEARS AGO Today
it is still a wrld of msery, frustration, discouragenent and
failure.

3. Did Mdses have to choose between the licentious sins of
Egypt and serving God? Did this mean that by so doi ng Mbses woul d
probably suffer along with God' s peopl e? Heb. 11:25. Wiy was
Moses willing to make such a choice? Heb. 11:26.

COMMENT: Mbses was willing to sacrifice sinful pleasures
knowi ng that if he wanted to inherit the gift of eternal life he
nmust UTTERLY FORSAKE THE WAYS OF SI N

4. Just as Mpses was willing to forsake the practices of
sin, are New Testanment Christians expected to do the sane?
Hebrews 12:1-4. Does God command us to strive TO EXPEND EFFORT
AND ENERGY -- to put sin out of our lives? Verses 1 and 4.

COMMENT: God expects us -- through Hs help -- to expend
every effort to QU T SINNING W nust cone TOTALLY out of -- no
| onger to participate in sin. If we are to beconme a part of Hi s
famly and receive the gift of eternal life, we nust PROVE OUR
OBEDI ENCE HERE AND NOW by getting the LEAVEN of sin out of our
lives! This is OUR PART in God's plan. (See Jesus' answer to the
| awyer in Luke 10: 25-28.)

5. Was any leaven to be found in the Israelites' hones, or
on their property? Exodus 12:15.

COMMENT: Leaven is a type of sin. Leaven puffs up -- and so
does sin. Unleavened bread IS FLAT BREAD whi ch contains NO
LEAVENI NG AGENT, and therefore typifies putting out sin.

PHOTO CAPTION: Israelite slave | aborers under the Pharaohs of
Egypt suffered in an austere bondage sinmilar to that inposed by
Adol ph Hitler's Third Reich

A | eaveni ng agent is any substance used to puff up -- to
produce fermentation, causing dough to rise -- a type of sin.
Yeast, soda, baki ng powder are such | eavening agents. (They are,
of course, proper to use at any other tinme of year.) Bread,
crackers, sone prepared cereals and nost cakes contain | eaven and
are to be avoided during this festival.

ALL LEAVEN was to be renoved fromthe prem ses. God' s people
weren't allowed to store it in sone other room a shed or
out bui | di ng.

But it was and is God's way of testing Hs people to see how



much t hey prize obedience.

6. Does God positively conmand H s people to eat unl eavened
bread -- a synbol of obedience -- during this festival ? Verse 20.

COMMENT: They were not nerely to abstain fromall |eavened
bread during these seven days. That woul d have neant ONLY PUTTI NG
QUT past sin. They were commanded to do something positive, to
eat unl eavened bread in the festival. That synbolized obedi ence,
actively OBEYING God, SUBM TTINGto H's will.

Pharaoh a Type of the Devil

1. After Israel escaped slavery in Egypt, what was their
attitude? Ex. 14:8. Wre their spirits high? Same verse. However,
were their troubles only just begi nning? Same verse.

COMMENT: Pharaoh is a type of Satan the Devil. Satan does
not want to let a sinner escape the bondage of sin (Rom 6:16).

2. What were the physical circunstances that nmade escape
from Egypt | MPCSSIBLE for the fleeing Israelites? Ex. 14:2-3.

COMMENT: Pi - hahiroth was a nountain range that nmade escape
from Pharaoh i npossible by and to the south and west. The Red
Sea to the east was OVER El GHT M LES ACRCSS at the point where
I srael had encanped, and Pharaoh's arny of chariots was
t hunderi ng down on the trapped Israelites fromthe north!

3. Who had brought these circunstances about? Ex. 14:4. Wy
had God done this? Sanme verse. Did God want to denonstrate that
He ALONE has the POAER to deliver his servants -- to deliver us
-- fromsin? Sanme verse.

4. \Wen the Israelites understood their predi cament, what
was their reaction? Ex. 14:10. When God tested them by not
answering their prayer imediately, what was their reaction? Ex.
14: 11-12. \Wen the going really got tough, did they regret that
they had escaped fromthe slavery and sins of Egypt? Sane verse.

COMMENT: I nmmedi ately after Israel left Egypt they were
pursued by Pharaoh! So today newly begotten Christians are often

pursued by Satan. He will set any obstacle in your way -- he will
attenpt to discourage you, to cause you to stunble he will do
ANYTHI NG to keep you fromreceiving eternal life. Hs favorite

trick is to make you WANT TO RETURN TO THE LI FE OF SIN YOU SHOULD
BE FORSAKI NG

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Egyptian chariots were made of |ightwei ght wood
and | eather. Drawn by two horses, they were fast and easy to
maneuver .

Yet sone people blindly prefer to continue in sin! They
don't want to rejoice before God on H s annual Festivals because
they don't WANT TO QU T SINNING Israel displayed this sane
SELFI SH ATTI TUDE as they journeyed out of Egypt through the
desert to Sinai.

5. Who did they blanme? Ex. 14:11-12. Was it Moses or CGod
H nsel f who was REALLY responsi bl e? Ex. 14:8. Then it was Cod
that the people of Israel were REALLY rebelling against, wasn't
it? Same verse.

6. Wiy did Israel rebel against God? Ex.14:10.

COMMVENT: |srael was afraid that God woul d not save them from
the terrifying situation in which they found thensel ves. They
realized that they needed POAERFUL SUPERNATURAL hel p, and t hat
they couldn't deliver thenmselves fromthe arnmy of Pharaoh.
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7. But did God provide a neans of escape? Ex. 14:13-23. Did
God even "sabot age" the Egyptian chariots when they tried to
follow the Israelites into the now dry bottomof the Red Sea? Ex.
14: 23-25. Who was it then that fought Pharaoh to deliver Israel?
Verse 25.

COMMENT: God supernaturally delivered Israel from Satan and
fromthe bondage of sin in Egypt.

8. Does God want Hi s people even today al ways to renenber
that it was H s POAER that delivered Israel fromthe harsh
bondage of Egypt? Exodus 12:42. |Is the Feast of Unl eavened Bread
an everlasting rem nder of this fact? Sanme verse

9. Does God pronmise to help any man or woman who is willing
to fl ee the bondage of sin? I Cor. 10:13. How does God intend for
Christians to be able to resist sin? Rom 8:13.

COMMENT: God will provide a neans of escape for anyone who
really seeks to overcone sin, to nortify or kill his own selfish
desires, just as God nmade it possible for Israel to escape from
Phar aoh t hrough the Red Sea.

Feast of Unl eavened Bread |Is HOLY TI ME

1. Wo instituted these Festivals -- God? Lev. 23:1-2. Are
they called "the Feasts of the Lord"? Verse 2.

COMMENT: Each Feast or Festival is a segnent of tine
ordai ned by God for our spiritual and physical rejuvenation
Because God has ordained this tinme it is HOLY TIME! One chapter
in the Bible sunmarizes all of the festivals God has ordained --
Leviticus 23. Though they were already ordained (Ex. 12) before
Israel left Egypt, they are repeated here because they were to
conti nue.

The first Festival occurs WEEKLY (Lev. 23:2-3). It is the
sevent h- day Sabbat h. The weekly Sabbath is a period of rest from
usual business and | abors, as well as our nundane pl easures. Each
of the other Holy Days mentioned here are to be observed
ANNUALLY. They picture ANNUALLY the steps in God's Master Pl an.

2. What el se are these Feast Days called? Verse 4. Notice
t he words, "holy convocation."”

COMMENT: A "holy convocation" is a COWANDED ASSEMBLY. It is
an assenbly of people where their presence is COWANDED by a
hi gher power or authority. God Alm ghty H nself rules suprene
over the universe. He CALLS A MEETING of His people '"A
CONVOCATI ON -- on each of the annual Sabbaths and on H's
Festivals. These tines are "HOLY" convocati ons because CGod is
Holy, and He has commanded them A Holy convocation is a
religious assenbly called by God for the purpose of worship.

3. Which specific days are set apart as holy convocations in
t he Days of Unl eavened Bread? Lev. 23:6-8.

4. Must these annual Sabbaths fall at a SPECIFIC TIME of the
mont h? Verse 6. At a specific tinme of WH CH nont h? Verse 5.

COMMVENT: The first nonth of the Hebrew cal endar, which God
inspired the Jews to preserve for New Testanent Christians today,
was called in Hebrew, Abib or Nisan. It corresponds to the tine
during the nmonths of March and April of the PAGAN CALENDAR nman
has devi sed for conmon use today. Abib neans, "the time of green
ears of grain." The Sabbat hs, or holy convocations, during the
Days of Unl eavened Bread are referred to in Exodus 34:21. The
annual Sabbat hs during the Feast of Unl eavened Bread occur during
t he season that grain cones to mature growh -- "earing tine."

5. Notice the Days of Unl eavened Bread begin i nmedi ately
after the Passover. Lev. 23:5-6. When was the Passover Lanb



killed and eaten? Ex. 12:6-9.

COMMENT: As you learned in the previous | esson, the Passover
Lanb was killed just after the sun had set, at the begi nning of
the 14th of Abib, just before it becane totally dark -- at dusk.
Exodus 12:9-11 descri bes how the Passover |anb was eaten. This
was ALL done during the evening at the begi nning of the 14th of
Abi b.

6. What el se happened the night of the first Passover?
Verses 29-32. Wasn't it after the death angel passed over Egypt
t hat Pharaoh called for Mdses and Aaron -- therefore after
m dni ght ? Sane ver ses.

NOTE: To view two charts placed here:
1. see the file BCC3408.TIF in the |Inages/BCC directory
2. see the file BCC3410.TIF in the I mages/BCC directory

7. Wre the Israelites on that first night permtted to
| eave their homes during the night of the 14th of Abib? Ex.
12:22. What did they do in the norning? Ex. 12:10.

8. How was the daylight part of the 14th of Abib spent?
Verses 33- 36.

9. Again it began to grow dark. Sunset cane and the 15th of
Abi b cormmenced. The Israelites were now gathering at Raneses. As
yet the Israelites HAD NOI' LEFT EGYPT. Wat did they do on the
ni ght of the 15th of Abib? Numbers 33: 3.

COMMENT: The Hebrews |eft Egypt a whole day after the
Passover was cel ebrated. The Passover occurred the night of the
14t h. The Exodus from Rameses occurred the follow ng night, the
15t h of Abib.

Notice the additional testinony as to the date of the
Passover and the first Day of Unl eavened Bread: "Hebrew tradition
di ssoci ates them (the Passover and the Feast of Unl eavened Bread)
by making the sacrifice (the Passover) on the 14th of N san, and
begi nni ng the Feast of Unl eavened Bread on the 15th."

(Encycl opedi a Britannica, article: "Passover", vol. 17, page
358b) .

Josephus, authoritative Jewish historian in the first
century A.D. records: "The feast of Unl eavened Bread SUCCEEDS
that of the Passover and falls on the 15th day of the nonth, and
conti nues seven days." (Josephus' "The Antiquities O The Jews",
Book 111, chapter 10; section 5).

Anci ent |srael Forsakes Egypt

1. Does the Feast of Unleavened Bread continue for SEVEN
DAYS? Compare Ex. 12:15 with Ex. 34:18 and Nunbers 28:17. See
al so Deut. 16:3-4.

COMMENT: The Feast of Unl eavened Bread begins on the 15th of
Abib. It continues until the 21st of Abib. Both the 15th and the
21st were especially happy "high" Sabbaths -- ANNUAL HOLY
CONVOCATI ONS -- DAYS OF REST. Seven is God's special number
si gni fyi ng COVPLETI ON or PERFECTI ON. God wants Hi s people to cone
conpl etely out of sin.

2. At what time did the Israelites finally get under way in
t heir exodus from Egypt? Deut. 16:1.

COMMENT: They | eft from Rameses. Josephus records this city
was called Letopolis, and | ater renaned Babyl on by the Persians,
because it was the city of Semrams in Egypt. It is the city of



A d Cairo today.

3. How far did they get in that first |long night and a day?
Ex. 12:37; Nunbers 33:5.

COMMENT: "Succot h" MEANS "tents" or "canping shelters.” This
was Israel's first night out, away fromthe buildings of Egypt!
Here they paused -- though still in high spirits with their
new found freedom-- fromutter exhaustion. This was their
| argest single day's journey (See map on page 10; {see the file
BCC3410. TIF in the I mages\ BCC directory}).

4. After a night's rest where did they go to on the second
day? Ex. 13:20

COMMENT: W have cal cul ated for you the Sacred Cal endar
dates for that year (1487 B.C.). As in the year when Jesus Chri st
was crucified (31 A D.), the Passover occurred on a Wdnesday,
the fourth day of the week, and all the firstborn of Egypt were
slain. The first day of Unl eavened Bread fell on a Thursday, the
fifth day of the week. The second day of Unl eavened Bread was a
Friday, the sixth day of the week.

5. What about the next day -- the weekly Sabbath -- the
menorial of Creation and God's Creation rest? Did they travel on
that day? Ex. 14:2; see comment.

COMMENT: Note that God gave Moses special instructions to
pass on to Israel. How was Mbses to pass on God's words to a
congregati on of excited ex-slaves? BY A SABBATH SERVI CE

The colum of cloud by day that blazed with fire at night
(Ex. 13:21, 22) did not nove on the Sabbath day! God rested!
(Compare Ex. 40:36-37.) The weary, footsore Israelites were ready
to rest fromtheir |ong march.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Fl avi us Josephus, noted Jew sh historian lived in
the first century A D. and wote two standard works on Jew sh

H story -- "The Antiquities of the Jews", and "The Wars of the
Jews. "

6. What did Moses tell themon that Sabbath? Ex. 14:2.
Wasn't it to "Turn off this way, you are not really |eaving Egypt
-- atype of sin -- as long as you follow the well-travel ed,
popul ar road. Only by God's deliverance can you actually escape
fromsin"?

COMMENT: God knew Pharaoh woul d pursue and that it was
necessary for the Israelites' own good they be trapped and
supernaturally delivered by God's own power, to prove to them
and to us in nodern tines, that God al one offers salvation

As far as Etham Israel was still in touch with
civilization. But Ethamwas the edge of the w | derness (Ex.
13:20; Numbers 33:6). Now they were to strike out straight into
t he desert.

7. As soon as Israel turned away from popul ated pl aces on
that first day of the week (the day follow ng the Sabbath), what
message did Pharaoh's swift horsenen report back to headquarters?
Ex. 14:5.

8. Could Pharaoh's arny overtake Israel with their three
days' head start? Verse 9.

COMMENT: No nanes are given of canping places for Sunday and
Monday nights (the fourth and fifth days of Unl eavened Bread --
see chart on pages 8 and 9; {see the file BCC3408.TIF in the
| mmges\ BCC directory}). But by sunset Tuesday, the sixth day of
Unl eavened Bread, they had arrived and canped in a CUL- DE- SAC
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-- between the nmountains and the sea -- just as Pharaoh's chari ot
spear head | egi ons thundered i n behind.

Elation in the Israelite canp congealed into stark terror

Then the pillar of cloud, in which God was conceal ed, noved
between the two canps as it flaned bright in the deepeni ng dusk
(Ex. 14:19-20 and 13:21).

9. Did God Al mghty get His people safely across the Red Sea
bef ore dayli ght? Exodus 14:21-27.

10. Then on the daylight part of Wdnesday, the seventh and
| ast day of Unl eavened Bread, was there great rejoicing? Since
the seventh day of Unl eavened Bread was an annual Sabbath, was
there a Sabbath neeting in which newly conposed congregati ona
hyms were sung in nmenoriam and t hanksgiving to God? Ex. 15:1-18,
20- 21.

Hezeki ah Restores Festivals

1. Did God actually prom se to PROSPER H s people nationally
and materially if they would keep H s Sabbat hs? Read thoroughly
Deut. 28:1-14. Wuld they be chastened with CURSES when t hey
di sobeyed? Read thoroughly Deut. 28:15-68.

2. Now consider the national history of Israel -- preserved
inthe Ad Testament for our adnonition. Did God stand firmy
behi nd H s prom ses and warnings? Il Chron. 29:1-5.

3. What conditions did Hezekiah find in Judah when he took
the throne? Il Chron. 29:5-9. Wat did Hezeki ah do? Verse 10.

COMMENT: The peopl e had neglected to follow God' s | aws t hat
outline Hs plan for material as well as spiritual happiness.
They had been suffering for their sins!

4. Did the | eaders of the priesthood then clean up God's
tenpl e which had fallen into disrepair through disuse? Il Chron
29:15-19. What did Hezekiah do after the priesthood had been
rededi cated to the service of God? Il Chron. 30:1-4.

5. Did Alm ghty God, who could have justly punished |Israe
for their national sins, mercifully forgive H s people, and
permt themto worship on H's annual Holy Day? Il Chron
30: 19- 20.

6. Did Hezekiah know that the spring festival season WAS NOT
COVPLETE until the Days of Unl eavened Bread were kept? Il Chron
30:21. Were the Israelites happy, rejoicing in God s Feast Days
as He had prom sed they woul d? Sane verse

7. Weren't they having such a wonderful tinme of fell owship
(verses 25-26) that they wanted to keep a second period of seven
days together in order to hear all the sernons? Verse 23.

Shoul dn't we who have been given the opportunity to understand
God's Master Plan in this end tinme also rejoice as they did?

8. Did the Eternal Creator Hinself also rejoice to see that
H s people had returned to worship H maccording to the
commandnent -- did God hear their prayers? Verse 27.

9. Does God want H's people to really enjoy these Holy Days?
VWhat is the principle that God teaches concerning all of Hi's
annual Festival s? Deut. 16:12 and 14, Psal m 42:4.

Josi ah Kept the Feast

After Hezekiah's death the people of Israel again forgot
God. They forgot H's Festivals and they forgot H s plan. They
returned to idolatry under the self-willed rul ership of kings
Manasseh and Anon. Not until the reign of Josiah were the Feast
Days agai n restored.
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1. Was Josiah a righteous king in God's sight? Il Kings
22: 2.

2. What sort of condition were God's people in when Josiah
took over the reins of governnent? Had they |ost the know edge of
God's law and His Holy Days? Il Kings 22:8-11.

3. How di d Josi ah react when he heard the words of the | aw?
Verse 11. What else did he do? Verses 12 and 13. Wiy was God
angry with Judah? Verse 13.

4. As soon as Josi ah understood that the nation had SI NNED
because they had not known to keep the law, did he punish the
priests of the counterfeit religions? Read thoroughly Il Kings
23:1-20. Then what was Josiah's command? Il Kings 23:21

5. Was God pleased with Josiah's works? Il Kings 23:22-25;

Il Chron. 35:1.

6. Did Josiah keep the Passover service according to the
words of the Book of the [aw? Il Chron. 35, verses 1 and 13.
After the Passover had been kept, did Josiah stop, or did he al so
understand that God expected H s peopl e TO CONTI NUE AND KEEP THE
FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD AS WELL? Verse 17

COMMENT: Notice that Judah had reverted to worshi ping pagan
gods and | ost the know edge of the worship of their Creator. When
t he understanding of the | aw was restored they began to serve the
Et ernal again. | MVEDI ATELY they restored the observance of the
ANNUAL HOLY DAYS -- the festivals which are the SIGN between God
and H s peopl e!

7. What does CGod say about the inportant part the keeping of
H s ANNUAL Sabbaths plays in Hs Master Plan? Ezek. 20:10-12. Was
it by these annual Sabbaths that Israel would recognize the true
God, and God Hinsel f woul d recogni ze the peopl e who keep these
days as H' S PEOPLE? Verse 20.

COWENT: These ANNUAL SABBATHS ARE A PART OF THE SIGN GOD' S
PEOPLE MUST HAVE! Read this 20th chapter of Ezekiel carefully,
and review Israel's history of Sabbath breaki ng, and what God
says about it. Notice the punishnent God enforces upon those who
negl ect to keep Hi s annual Holy Days. Verse 25. Properly
transl ated verse 25 reads, "Werefore | gave themover to
STATUTES THAT ARE NOT GOOD AND JUDGVENTS WHEREBY THEY SHOULD NOT
LI VE," the ways that seemright to man

This same principle is repeated in the New Testanent. Cod
rejects those who reject the know edge of H's way (Hosea 4:6). He
G VES THEM OVER TO SERVE THE HOPELESS WAYS OF MAN WHI CH END I N
M SERY AND DEATH (Rom 1:20-32. See al so Proverbs 14:12 and
16: 25.)

VWhen Josi ah di ed Judah again |ost sight of God; they ignored
H s Sabbaths and rejected H s annual Festivals. To bring themto
obedi ence Al m ghty God chastened them by sending theminto
NATI ONAL CAPTIVITY! TH S SAME FATE AWAI TS ANY NATI ON WHI CH SPURNS
GOD' S LAWS AND NEGLECTS HI' S HOLY DAYS! God's net hods renain
eternally the sanme (Heb. 13:8)!

8. What was the attitude of the people who resunmed from
Babyl oni an captivity? Ezra 6:21-22.

COMMENT: Because they had been chastened for not properly
keepi ng God's Sabbaths, it was not |ong before they ADDED CARNAL,
HUVAN RESTRICTIONS to the | aws of God, nmaking the Sabbaths a
BURDEN to God's people. One of these HUMAN restrictions was to
prohi bit using | eavened bread during the daylight part of the
Passover -- the 14th of Abib. GOD HAD NEVER MADE SUCH A
RESTRI CTI ON!' But the Jews thought they could be nore righteous
than God. So we find that during the time of Christ, the Passover
is referred to as "a day of unl eavened bread." The Jews were
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observing a total of eight days instead of the perfect, SYMBOLIC
seven Days of Unl eavened Bread CGod originally conmanded. They had
forgotten the spiritual |esson of obedience God intended for them
to learn fromthese days!

The Meaning of Spiritual Leaven

The Apostle Paul, in witing to the Church of God at
Corinth, explained the spiritual neaning and synbolism of the
Days of Unl eavened Bread to the Gentile converts there.

Noti ce what Paul teaches NEW TESTAMENT CHRI STI ANS about
"l eaven,"” and why we need to becone "unl eavened” SPIRI TUALLY AND
PHYSI CALLY!

1. Were the Corinthians permtting a person who was openly
and actively practicing sin to fellowship with God's Church? I
Cor. 5:1.

2. Was this sin in their mdst causing themto feel guilty,
or was it rather causing themto BECOVE VAIN -- to be puffed up?
Did they think they could be nore righteous, nore forgiving, than
God and the apostle Paul by allowing this adulterer to remain in
the Church? | Cor. 5:2.

3. Paul, knowing that this sin was causing foolish nenbers
of the Corinthian Church to SWELL WTH VANI TY and BECOVE PUFFED
UP, gave them specific instructions! Wat were those
instructions? | Cor. 5:3-5.

4. What MORE does Paul tell the vain church nenbers who had
BECOVE PUFFED UP in God's sight? I Cor. 5:6. Wiat nmade their
gl orying not good? I Cor. 5:6-7.

5. Does the apostle Paul conpare this sinning nenber to a
bit of |eaven? Verse 6. Again what is his instruction? Verse 7.

COMMENT: The one individual who had been practicing sin in
the church had been allowed to remain in their mdst. Paul
explains that just one bit of |eaven -- a sinful person -- can
cause the whole lunmp of dough -- the whole church -- to becone
saturated with sin.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: The tenple of Apollo in Corinth overl ooked a city
of 400,000 in the tine of the apostle Paul. To the Christian
converts of this gentile Geek city, rife with "pagan religion"
- a by-word for its tenple prostitution -- Paul commanded: "Let
us keep the Feast!" (I Corinthians 5:8.)

The whol e church had become guilty of vanity -- just as
guilty as was the fornicator in their mdst. The sin of
fornication sprang fromthe sane HUMAN NATURE whi ch caused the
ot her nenbers of the Corinthian church to becone PUFFED wi th
vanity!

By putting out the one adulterer, they put OUT THE SPI Rl TUAL
LEAVEN t hat had begun to perneate the church.

6. What, then, is SPIRI TUAL LEAVEN? | Cor. 5:8.

COMMENT: Here is the synbolismof |eaven interpreted! Not by
nmen, but by your own Bible! LEAVEN TYPI FIES SI N

7. Is there any other place in God's word where He clearly
shows that |eaven is a type of sin? Mat. 16:6, 11-12 and Luke
12: 1.

COMVENT: Now | et's under st and.

Paul conmmanded the Corinthian church nmenbers to PUT QUT the
sinful, "LEAVENED' nenber of their congregation (verse 7), that
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the church m ght be spiritually "UNLEAVENED. "

8. What does Paul mean by the last part of verse 8? Doesn't
he mean they should put out this "spiritual |eaven," JUST AS THEY
HAD PUT OQUT PHYSI CAL LEAVEN in preparation for the Days of
Unl eavened Bread? Verses 7 and 8.

COMMENT: The Corinthians were to keep the feast wi thout the
spiritual "leaven" of sin, as well as w thout the physical |eaven
of yeast. One was a type of the other. They were to keep it not
only with the synbolic flat bread of the Festival, but in
spiritually "unl eavened" sincerity and truth!

Renenber Lot's Wfel!

Few peopl e realize the absolute necessity of com ng out of
sin and forsaking the sinful ways of this world. They are |ike
Lot's wfe.

Turn in CGenesis 18 and 19 to the vivid exanple of Lot and
his fam |y escapi ng the debauchery of Sodom

1. Had God determ ned to destroy Sodom because of the
wi ckedness of the people living there? Gen. 18:20-21; 19:13.

2. When God's angels arrived in Sodom who greeted thenf?
Gen. 19:1 Does Scripture tell us Lot was righteous in God's
sight, even though he was living in the mdst of sinful Sodonf II
Pet. 2:7-8. What was Lot's attitude toward the city of Sodonf?
Sanme verses.

COMMENT: Even though God commands us to conme out of -- FLEE
from-- sin and the WRONG WAYS of this present evil world, we
still must live INthe world (I Cor. 5:9-10; John 17:14-15).

3. After seeing the degradation to which Sodom had fallen,
and determning to carry out God's comand to destroy it (Cen.
19: 13), what did the angels command Lot? Gen. 19:12.

COMMVENT: Lot was conmanded to | eave -- UTTERLY FORSAKE - -
the wicked city in which he and his famly Iived.

4. \When norning canme, did Lot | MVEDI ATELY OBEY? Gen.

19: 15-16.

COMMVENT: Lot found it difficult to | eave his hone and
busi ness (his past way of life). Lot hesitated. And so the angels
had to nearly drag himand his famly out of SINFUL Sodoml

5. What else did the angel s command Lot and his famly?
Verse 17. But what did Lot's wife do? Verse 26. How was she
puni shed? Sane verse.

COMVENT: The Bi bl e teaches that Lot's wife becane a literal
pillar of salt. The salt has | ong since washed away. But salt
itself is a SYMBOL of sonmething that is lasting, or enduring.
Lot's wife is a PERPETUAL EXAMPLE of one who was NOT willing to
conpl etely forsake sin as God comands.

6. Does God teach us that life in these perilous end tines
is very much like life was in the w cked city of Sodonf? Luke
17: 28- 30.

7. What is God's instruction to us today? Verses 31-33.

COMMENT: Lot's wife wanted to turn back -- to disobediently
continue her life in sinful Sodom SO SHE PAID WTH HER LI FE! Her
exanple is a WARNING for us today that we should be willing to
give up sin and the sinful ways of this world and rather submt
to God's laws -- lest we cling to the FLEETI NG PLEASURES OF TH S
PRESENT EVIL SCCI ETY ONLY TO BE DESTROYED WTH I T!

The decision to FORSAKE SINis up to you. It is YOUR PART in
God's Master Plan. God will not force you, but if you don't
forsake sin willingly -- here and now -- you can NEVER FULFILL
God' s purpose for your life -- the devel opnment of righteous, holy
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character. And you will never receive the gift of eternal life!
For sake Sin!

Christ's sacrifice blots out all PAST SINS. Should you now
CONTI NUE in sin? This question was asked of the apostle Paul.
Let's see how he answered it!

1. When Paul asked if we should continue in sin, what did he
say? Rom 6:15-16. Wat was his apostolic command? Rom 6:12.

COMMENT: We are all, by nature, suffering the penalty of
sin, which is DEATH (Rom 6:23.) But Christ's sacrifice gives us
"grace" -- FREE UNMERI TED PARDON fromthe penalty of our past
sins. Christ died so that WE would not have to die eternal death!
Now God expects us to obey Hi s law, to "unl eaven"” our lives! Cod
does not want us to willfully continue in sin -- to incur the
penalty of death again -- for then we would have to die and
remai n dead FOR ALL ETERNITY! (Heb. 10:26.)

2. Does God pronmise to help us escape the tenptations of
sin, just as He helped the Israelites escape from Egypt? Wn't He
be as MERCIFUL to us as He was to Lot? Il Pet. 2:09.

3. Does God remind us that He will reject anyone who has
understood Hi s Master Plan and DELI BERATELY returns to the sinful
ways of the world as did Lot's wife? Heb. 6:4-8. Why? Verse 6.

COMMENT: Al mighty God MEANS BUSI NESS! Those who deliberately
rebel, those who have rejected the sacrifice of Christ, who have
forgotten that their sins were taken away (Il Pet. 1:9) -- they
have W LLFULLY REJECTED THEI R CHANCE for sal vati on.

4. \What does the apostle Peter tell us about people who have
begun in God's way but have not done their part in "unl eavening"
their lives -- forsaking their old ways -- and are again overcone
by their old sins? Il Pet. 2:20-22.

5. What then was Paul's exanple? | Cor. 9:25-27. Did Paul
understand that unless he was continually putting sin out of his
life he m ght be CAST AWAY -- never to receive eternal life? Same
ver ses.

6. Does God prom se to SUPERNATURALLY HELP t hose who repent
and bel i eve because He is merciful and understands the pressures
of man's human weaknesses? | Cor. 10:13.

Christ's Answer!

1. What is it that YOU MIST DO to inherit eternal |ife? Wen
Christ was asked this question what did He reply? Mat. 19:16-17.
Was this rich young rul er concerned about H'S PART -- what Cod
expected HM TO DO -- to receive the gift of eternal |ife? Sane
ver ses.

COMMENT: |If Almghty God expected men to do nothing at all
-- if the plan of salvation was REALLY conpleted at the cross --
this was Jesus Christ's GOLDEN OPPORTUNI TY TO SAY SO

2. But what was Christ's answer? Verse 17. Did the young
rul er understand i nmedi ately which commandments Jesus referred
to, or was he confused by the nunerous Pharisaic additions to
CGod's Biblical laws? Verse 18. Didn't Christ quote fromthe Ten
Commandnents (Ex. 20) to indicate WH CH COWANDMENTS He neant ?
Mat. 19: 18- 19.

3. Now t hat he understood, did the young ruler affirmthat
he had kept the Ten Commandnents from his youth? Verse 20. What
was hi s next question? Verse 20, |ast part.

4. Did Jesus Christ know what ONE THING the rich young ruler
had not yet overcone his GREED FOR PERSONAL WEALTH -- the LEAVEN
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of sin that was still in his |life? What did Jesus say? Verse 21.

5. When the rich nman heard this, was he willing to submt to
God? Verse 22.

COMMENT: God knows what you are seeking first. If you val ue
ANYTHI NG connected with the carnal, nundane society of this evil
age MORE THAN your opportunity to receive the gift of eternal
life and be born into His Kingdom you will never inherit eternal
life. Alm ghty God promi ses to TEST YOU, to see if you are REALLY
WLLING TO submt yourself to H mand DO YOUR COWANDED PART | N
H' S MASTER PLAN!

6. One other tinme in his mnistry Jesus was confronted with
this same question. Turn to Luke 10 and see how Jesus answered
the | awyer who tested H m

VWhat was the | awer's question -- wasn't it the VERY SAVE
one the rich young rul er asked? Luke 10: 25.

COMMENT: Every faction, every religious denom nation in
Pal estine had THEIR OAN pet ideas on "salvation," w thout
obedi ence to God. They all tried to inpress their human ideas
upon people in nuch the sane way the religi ous denom nations
today obscure God's truth and SUBSTI TUTE THEI R OAN VAI N
TRADI TIONS. The | awer was trying to trick Christ, but Christ
asked hima question in return.

7. What did Jesus ask? Verse 26.

8. Did the |lawer know which were the greatest conmandnents?
Verses 27 and 28 conpared with Mat. 22:37-40 and Mark 12: 30-31.
VWhat was Jesus Christ's teaching? Luke 10: 28.

COWENT: Notice that UPON THESE TWD COMMVANDMENTS HANG ALL
THE LAWS OF YOUR BIBLE, AND ALL THE WRI TI NGS OF THE PROPHETS! The
expression, "the |aw and the prophets"” actually refers to the
ENTI RE OLD TESTAMENT!

These two commandnents are S| MPLE SUMVARY COMVANDS. The
first, love of God, sunmarizes basically the first four of the
Ten Conmandnents which teach us HONW TO LOVE GOD. The second great
conmmandnent, | ove of neighbor, sunmarizes the |ast six of the Ten
Commandnent s whi ch teach us HON TO LOVE OUR NEI GHBOR! ( Ex.
20:1-17.)

Jesus told the | awer EXACTLY WHAT HE TOLD THE RI CH MAN. He
revealed to himthe spirit and intent of God's |aw

For exanpl es of what Christ expects us to do -- to take the
Ten Conmandnents in their SPI RI TUAL RAM FI CATIONS -- read
t horoughly Matthew 5:17-47.

We nust dedicate our lives to continual grow ng --
overcom ng the I eaven of sin in our lives. W are never to stop
STRIVING with ALL OUR M GHT to overcone. Christ's conmmand i s,
"BECOME YE PERFECT, EVEN AS YOUR FATHER WHICH IS I N HEAVEN | S
PERFECT! " (Mat. 5:48, corrected translation.)

HOW MUCH does God expect us to do? To surrender 100%to Himl
We nust give EVERY OQUNCE of our abilities to conquering the
downward pull of our human nature and | earn nore perfectly to
obey CGod's commandnents.

Only in this way do we partake of God's own character.

As we grow, we will beconme strong. The stronger we are, the

MORE we can do -- and the nore God expects fromus. Finally we
will be FULLY MATURE, ripe fruit -- ready for God' s spiritual
har vest !

This is the message now reveal ed for you in the seven
perfect Days of Unl eavened Bread!

The Days of Unl eavened Bread rem nd us annual ly that unless
we are actively working, striving with all our mght to put the
| eaven of sin out of our lives, we are not doing OUR PART. It is
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a FULL TIME JCOB!

Yes, CGod expects you to do YOUR PART in H's plan, but there
is NO WAY YQU can EARN sal vation! Eternal life in God' s Kingdom
is a FREE GFT -- (Rom 6:23). No one but Jesus Christ has EVER
DESERVED I TI' No matter HOW MJCH YOU DO, YOU WLL fall far short,
God will not OAE you salvation. He gives it to you as a free gift
on condition that you accept Christ's sacrifice and strive to
obey H m

God knows that to overconme your human weaknesses, to
t hor oughly and PERFECTLY "UNLEAVEN' YOUR LI FE, your own PUNY
HUVAN POANERS AND ABI LI TI ES ARE NOT ENOUGH YQU need H s PONER!

Al m ghty God pronises to give you the supernatural strength
of His Holy Spirit! THIS THHRD STEP in God's Master Plan for
spiritual creation will be covered in your NEXT Correspondence
Cour se Lesson.

And REMEMBER, CGod's eyes are on you TODAY! He sees what you
are doing with the know edge He has graciously revealed TO YOU



