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The Plain of the Law -- "Wady Er-Raba" -- before Munt
Sinai. In this desolate valley over three mllion Israelites
gathered to receive the Wrds of God -- the Ten Commandnents - -

on the Day of Pentecost or Firstfruits.
Today, God pronmises to wite His Laws in the hearts and
m nds of those who obey Hmby Hs Holy Spirit.

Day of Pentecost -- THE CHURCH IN GOD' S MASTER PLAN

Did you know that unless Christ's disciples had been KEEPI NG
the Day of Pentecost THEY WOULDN T HAVE RECElI VED GOD S HOLY
SPI RI T?

Wthout God's Spirit NO ONE could ever inherit eternal |ife!
Wthout God's Spirit you can't even WORSH P God as you shoul d!
John said, "CGod is a spirit: and they that worship H m MJST
WORSH P HM IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH " (John 4:24.)

Absol utely no one can worship God in spirit if he has not
the Spirit of God!

God's Holy Spirit cane to the disciples for the FIRST Tl ME
on the Day of Pentecost, Mnday, June 18, 31 A D. It changed
their lives. IT CAN CHANGE YOURS!

You need to thoroughly understand the inportance of the Day
of Pentecost -- the day on which Jesus founded the New Test anment
Church. Pentecost pictures the little-understood TH RD VI TAL STEP
in God's Master Plan!

Steps in God's Plan Revi ewed

God' s seven annual festivals outline H s Master Pl an.
Because the world rejects these Holy Days, it has lost the
KNONLEDGE of the PURPCSE for human life. These holy periods of
time are not "Jewi sh.” One of the reasons the vast mgjority of
Jews rejected Christ is that they failed to keep the Passover on
the right day. And they did not receive the Holy Spirit because
they failed to keep Pentecost on the right day!

The PASSOVER is to remi nd us that JESUS CHRI ST paid a
trenendous price for our sins. He offered something nore val uabl e
than anything we could offer -- the sacrifice of H S PERFECT
HUVAN LI FE!

Because we broke God's | aw and earned the wages of sin,
which is death (Rom 6:23), Jesus had to DIE IN OQUR STEAD. W
need the cleansing blood of Christ to pay for our sins. The
Passover was given to us as an ANNUAL MEMORI AL SO WE WOULD NEVER
FORCGET I T. The Passover or communi on service is the FIRST STEP in
God's Master Plan of salvation!

Next, CGod reminds us to QUT SINNING The DAYS OF UNLEAVENED
BREAD picture putting the LEAVEN OF SIN (I Cor. 5:7-8) out of our
lives, and beginning to live in conplete subm ssion and obedi ence
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to God's laws. Wien we begin to obey God and totally surrender to
Hm we take the SECOND STEP in God's plan. But that is not
enough! We need the Holy Spirit of God if we are to really obey
God and inherit eternal life.

This THHRD STEP in God's plan is pictured for us by the DAY
OF PENTECCST, or Feast of Firstfruits.

Let's begin LESSON TH RTY-FI VE. ..

Christ Prom sed Spiritual Help

1. Did Jesus Christ promse spiritual help to His disciples?
John 14:16. What was the "Conforter" that Christ prom sed? Verse
26. VWat else is the Holy Spirit called besides "Conforter"?
Verse 17. Was the Holy Spirit dwelling WTH the disciples in the
person of Christ? Sane verse. But had the disciples received the
Holy Spirit dwelling WTHI N them as yet? Sane verse.

COMMENT: The Holy Spirit had been WTH the disciples in the
person of Christ. But now He was to ascend into Heaven. He
prom sed to send the Holy Spirit to be WTH N themas it had been
in Hm The word, "conforter"” is translated fromthe G eek word,
"par akl et os" whi ch nmeans, "one who goes alongside to help."

2. Was Jesus' promise to send the Holy Spirit repeated AFTER
He had been crucified and resurrected fromthe dead? Acts 1:8-9.

3. Did Christ tell the disciples to wait in Jerusalemuntil
they received God's Spirit? Luke 24:49.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Before Jesus ascended fromthe Munt of dives, He
prom sed to send the gift of the Holy Spirit.

COMMENT: The word, "tarry" does not refer to an ecstatic,
enotional, pseudo-religious neeting held in Jerusal em as sone
del uded peopl e believe, but nerely neans "wait." It is an archaic
English word which was used in 1611, when the King Janes Bible
was translated, to nean "wait."

4. \Wen did the disciples actually receive the gift of God's
Holy Spirit? Acts 2:1-4. On what DAY did the Holy Spirit cone?
Sane verses.

5. Was there a neeting going on in Jerusalemon the Day of
Pent ecost ? Acts 2:5-13. Wio were these people who had gathered in
Jerusalemfromall over the Roman Enpire? Sane verses, especially
verse 5.

COMMVENT: These Jews were called "devout"™ nmen because
al t hough they were not yet disciples of Christ, they lived
according to God's laws revealed in the Add Testanent. Renenber,
at this time the only Bible people had was what we call the Ad
Testanment. The New Testanent had not as yet been witten.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Harvest sheaves gathered in Pal estine. The spring
barl ey harvest began with the synbolic wave-sheaf offering.

6. Wiy were Christ's disciples gathered together with
"devout" Jews fromall over the Roman Enpire? Had everyone
gat hered together at a specific time and in a specific place for
the Day of Pentecost? Wat was significant about the Day of
Pent ecost ? Acts 2: 1.

COMMENT: The Day of Pentecost was observed LONG BEFORE t he
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Holy Spirit came in A .D. 31 as recorded in the Book of Acts!

Pentecost was called the "Feast of Firstfruits" in the Add
Testanment and was observed by "devout” people (including Christ's
di sci pl es) for many generations (Lev. 23:15-21).

Christ's disciples waited in Jerusal emas Jesus had
commanded until the Feast of Pentecost or Firstfruits when they
were all together in one place on one of God's ANNUAL HOLY DAYS
It was then that Jesus Christ sent the Holy Spirit and began the
New Test ament Church!

If Christ's disciples had not obeyed Hm-- if they had not
been KEEPI NG THE DAY OF PENTECOST, or Firstfruits -- they WOULD
NOT HAVE RECEI VED GOD' S HOLY SPIRIT! God gives His Spirit only to
t hose who OBEY HM (Acts 5:32.)

Christ the Wave Sheaf

Al mighty God knows man is best rem nded by what he repeats
YEAR AFTER YEAR! God established H's Holy Days -- nenorials of
the PLAN of God -- in conjunction with the two ANNUAL HARVESTS.
God uses the physical harvest seasons as a pattern of the two
SPI Rl TUAL HARVESTS.

In Palestine there are two annual harvest seasons. The first
one is a small spring harvest following the winter rains. It
begi ns on the day of the Wave-Sheaf offering, and ends at the Day
of Pentecost. In the |late sunmer and early autum the second
harvest season occurred. It followed the |late spring or latter
rains in Palestine. It ended with the Feast of | NGATHERI NG which
is called in your Bible THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES. This fal
harvest is the nuch greater harvest. You will learn all about it
in future | essons of this Correspondence Course.

The Day of Pentecost pictures the VERY SMALL early harvest.

The Days of Unl eavened Bread occur about THE BEGQ NNI NG OF
THE SMALL SPRI NG HARVEST SEASON (Lev. 23:10-11). The shoots of
grain, planted earlier, have grown to maturity. They are now
fruit-bearing stalks -- ready to be harvested.

This first harvest began in the followi ng manner

On Sunday norning, follow ng the weekly Sabbath during the
Days of Unl eavened Bread, a small handful of newy sickled stens
and heads of barley was brought to the priest to be accepted by
God. This was called the "Wave- Sheaf Offering,” or the "first of
the firstfruits."

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Garden tomb just a short distance to the left and
bel ow CGol gotha. After Jesus Christ was resurrected, He ascended
into heaven to be accepted as the first of the firstfruits of
God' s spiritual harvest.

1. Wiy did God instruct the Israelites to cut a snal
handful of grain and wave it to be accepted by H mduring the
Days of Unl eavened Bread? Lev. 23:10. What does the Wave Sheaf
synbol i ze? | Cor. 15:20-23. Wio was the FIRST of the firstfruits
of God's spiritual harvest? Sane verses.

2. After Christ was crucified, buried and resurrected, did
He need to be ACCEPTED as the firstfruits of the spiritua
harvest? John 20:17. Were His disciples permitted to touch Hin?
Same verse

COMMENT: Because Christ was a holy sacrifice, and was the
FI RST human being to be resurrected, He fulfilled the synbolism
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of the Wave-Sheaf O fering. The norning after He was resurrected,
He had to go before God the Father to be accepted, just as the

H gh Priest in the Od Testanent had to wave the sheaf of barley
to be accepted by God before the spring harvest could begin. \Wen
Mary net Christ in the garden, she couldn't touch H m because H s
sacrifice had not yet been accepted in Heaven.

3. After Christ's sacrifice had been accepted by God the
Fat her, could Hi s disciples touch H n? Conpare Mat. 28:9 with
John 20: 20- 28.

4. \What day was it when Mary saw Christ in the garden? John
20: 19.

COMMENT: This was the day follow ng the weekly Sabbath
during the Days of Unleavened Bread. It was the VERY SAME DAY
THAT THE WAVE SHEAF WAS OFFERED! It was on this very day that
Jesus Christ, the first of the firstfruits of God's spiritual
harvest, was accepted as the WaveSheaf O fering in heaven!

5. After Christ was accepted in heaven and returned to
earth, what day was it when the disciples were pernmitted to touch
H n? John 20:19. Cearly, Christ went to heaven as the FIRST
RESURRECTED Son of God -- the first harvested product of God's
Master Plan -- and returned to H's disciples ALL IN THE SAME DAY!

Pent ecost in the New Test ament

Once the Wave Sheaf was offered, the spring harvest began.
The spring harvest ended with the annual Sabbath of the Feast of
Firstfruits, when all the people gathered to give thanks for the
produce God had given them Another name for the Feast of
Firstfruits was the Feast of Weks (Deut. 16:9-12). Anong
G eek- speaki ng peoples it was called "Pentecost."

The word "pentecost” refers specifically to counting the
fifty days that el apsed fromthe day of the Wave-Sheaf O fering,
up to and including the Feast of Firstfruits or Weks. (Lev.
23:15-16.)

1. Howlong is the Feast of Firstfruits -- Pentecost -- to
continue to be KEPT anong CGod's peopl e? Lev. 23:14, 21.
2. Should God's people still be KEEPI NG PENTECOST TODAY?

Sane verses.

3. Did Christ's disciples know they nust appear before CGod
on the Day of Firstfruits -- Pentecost? Acts 2:1-4. Did they
think that God' s ANNUAL HOLY DAYS WERE DONE AWAY BY THE DEATH OF
JESUS CHRI ST? Sane verses.

4. Did the apostles continue to KEEP Pentecost after the
cruci fixion? Acts 20:16 and | Corinthians 16: 8.

COMMENT: The | ast part of Acts 20:16 can be translated, "...
if it were possible for him TO CELEBRATE at Jerusal em the Day of
Pent ecost." Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, was HURRYING t o
KEEP PENTECOST at Jerusal em 25 years after Christ's crucifixion
and ascension into heaven!

5. By what other nanme does the AOd Testanent refer to the
Feast of Firstfruits (Pentecost)? Deut. 16:9-12.

6. What do Acts 13:14 and 16:13 tell us?

COMMENT: In Acts 13:14, the "Sabbath day Paul kept in
Antioch of Pisidia should properly be translated, "day of WEEKS"!
In Acts 16: 13, the Sabbath neeting held by the river in
Macedoni a was actually the ANNUAL SABBATH OF PENTECOST! Agai n,
the word, "Sabbath" should be translated "WEEKS' fromthe G eek

word, "sabbaton,"” which neans either "sabbaths" or "weeks."

The apostle Paul KEPT PENTECOST, or the Feast of Weks, with
Gentile Christians in Asia Mnor and Northern Greece years after
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God sent Hs Holy Spirit to the New Testanment Church! Until 300
years after the death of Jesus Christ the Day of Pentecost was
commonly called the Day of Firstfruits.

Counting Fifty Days

VWhat day of the week does the Day of Pentecost fall on? Was
it on SUNDAY? Let's be sure we understand how Pentecost was to be
count ed.

1. What day was it that Israel began their early spring
harvest? Lev. 23:10-11, 14.

COMMENT: The Wave- Sheaf Offering was to be nmade by the
Levitical Priesthood. Since there is no Levitical Priesthood
today (it has been replaced by the Ml chisedec Priesthood of
Jesus Christ -- Hebrews 7:12, 17) this ritual is not continued
t oday.

2. What day of the week was the Wave Sheaf offered? Lev.

23: 11.

COMMENT: The day of the Wave-Sheaf Ofering -- the day AFTER
the weekly Sabbath -- is the day after Saturday, that is Sunday.

The Sabbath nmentioned in this verse does not refer to one of
t he annual Sabbaths of the Days of Unl eavened Bread. It refers to
t he weekly Sabbath that canme during the Days of Unl eavened Bread.
We know this is true because Pentecost nust be COUNTED every
year. If it were the day after an annual Sabbath on which the
Wave Sheaf was offered, the Day of Pentecost woul d never have to
be counted. It would always fall on an exact day of the nonth.
But since Pentecost nust be counted, it can fall on different
DATES during the nmonth -- but MJST ALWAYS FALL ON THE SAME DAY OF
THE WEEK!

3. How many days were the Levites to count? Lev. 23:15-16.

COMMENT: The phrase "seven Sabbat hs" does not nean to count
seven Saturdays, but "seven weeks," as Hebrew schol ars admt.
This is the very reason that both A d and New Testaments call
Pent ecost the Feast or Day of WEEKS! The word "Sabbath" here
comes froman origi nal Hebrew word which can nmean "weeks"
(Strong's Exhaustive Concordance). The Greeks who translated this
word into "Pentecost" clearly understood that it MEANT WEEKS, and
that they should nunber, not seven Saturdays, BUT seven weeks and
a day -- or FIFTY DAYS!

Now turn to Nunmbers 28:26. Here you find the expression
"after your weeks be out." The Hebrew word here can nean only
weeks, not Sabbat hs.

4. On what day was the Feast of Pentecost to be kept? See
conment .

COMMENT: God's church is to count fromthe day after the
Sabbath, that is from Sunday. One day from Sunday is Mnday.
Seven days fromthat Sunday is the next Sunday. Numnbering
forty-ni ne days FROM Sunday woul d bring you to another Sunday.
But the Levites were not to stop there. They were to COUNT ONE
MORE DAY. A TOTAL OF FI FTY DAYS. They held the Feast of Pentecost
on a MONDAY, a full fifty days FROMthe Sunday that the
wave- sheaf of barley was of fered.

5. Did the disciples of Christ understand how to count
Pent ecost ? Acts 2: 1.

COMMENT: If they did not understand how to count Pentecost,
t hey woul dn't have been able to be "in one accord” and "in one
pl ace"” on the EXACT DAY of Pentecost, and woul dn't have received
the Holy Spirit from God!

Too many people have felt nmerely because God records the
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met hod by whi ch Pentecost is counted, they are qualified to cone
t o | NDEPENDENT CONCLUSI ONS about when Pent ecost shoul d be kept!
They are WRONG They have attenpted to take to thenselves a
responsibility that God placed ONLY in the hands of H's CALLED
AND CHOSEN M NI STERS!

Notice that the instructions for counting Pentecost are
given in the book of Leviticus -- the book for the Levites. The
Levites were God's priests doing the work of the mnistry in the
A d Testanent. Leviticus is witten, not so the common
| ay- menbers of the church could "second guess” God's mnistry,
but so H's mnisters could know how Pentecost is to be properly
counted. The ministers then were to pass this information on to
t he whol e congregation

Al mighty God is NOT THE AUTHOR OF CONFUSION!' (I Cor. 14:33.)
He has pl aced specific offices in H's True Church today to
determ ne just such things as how to count Pentecost (Eph
4:11-13). Pentecost ALWAYS FALLS ON A MONDAY, there is NO OTHER
DAY ACCEPTABLE IN GOD' S SI GHT

God Call's the Few Today

1. Wien the Eternal brought Israel out of the bondage of
Egypt, did He tell themplainly this was not the time for themto
be able to understand His Master Plan conpletely? Deut. 29:2-4.

2. Wiy did God blind these peopl e? Romans 11: 32.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Synagogue i n Caper naum where Chri st spoke. New
Testanment Christians al ways kept the Feast of Pentecost on a
Monday.

COMMVENT: Ancient Israel isn't |lost forever. Their tinme of
under standi ng and participating in God's plan has not yet cone.
(Rom 11:26, Il Pet. 3:9, 10, and | Tim 2:3-4.)

3. Were the vast mpjority in Christ's day receptive to the
wi t ness He gave thenf? John 5:18 and 10: 31.

COMMENT: The Jews of Jesus' day tried several times to kil
H mfor what He was saying. Finally they succeeded in nurdering
t he Savi our of mankind.

4. Did Jesus Christ disturb the blindness of the Israelites
of His tine? Mark 4:11-12. Do you catch the SIGNI FI CANCE of this
verse? Why did Jesus Christ speak in parables? Was it, as you may
have heard, to nake Hi s meani ng CLEARER? Verse 12. Isn't this
merely a fulfillment of the prophecy of |saiah? Isa 28:11-13. Did
God want themto understand with their hearts? Sanme verse.

COMMENT: A man's heart in biblical synmbolismis the seat of
intellect -- the mnd

5. Is it possible for any person with a carnal, natural m nd
to fully understand the things of God? | Cor. 2:14. How are
SPI RI TUAL THI NGS known and under st ood? Sane verse, see also Rom
8:7-8, and Eph. 4:18.

6. Are people in our nodern twentieth century able to
understand God's plan, or are they, too, blinded to it? WII it
be the great majority, or only the few, who understand God's pl an
today? Mat. 7:13-14.

A Parable Tells

Today the keys that unlock the secrets of God's Plan are



7

avai | abl e. Because of God's nercy you don't have to remain

bl i nded, but now you TOO CAN UNDERSTAND THE DEEP THI NGS OF GOD.
These are TRUTHS that nen have wanted to know for thousands of
year s!

Now under stand the nost inportant parable Jesus ever
uttered. It's found in Mtthew 13.

1. What happens to the "seed" of spiritual truth when it
falls by the wayside? Mat. 13:3-9, 18-23. Notice especially
verses 4 and 19. Did these people ever understand their part in
God's Master Plan? Verse 19.

COMMENT: These peopl e hear the warni ng message of God's
m ni sters but never conprehend the inplications of what they
hear. The nessage of God's com ng Ki ngdom and God's Master Plan
makes no inpression on them

2. What happens to the seed as it falls on stony ground?
Verses 5-6 and 20-21. Did these people originally begin on God's
pl an happily? Verse 20. But when the going becane difficult, were
they able by their own human power to continue? Verses 6 and 21.

COMMENT: These people gratefully receive Christ's Passover
sacrifice as paynent for their past sins. They begin to try to

obey God -- unleavening their lives -- but they don't seek the
help of H's powerful Holy Spirit. Therefore they have no depth!
Soon the spiritual life -- a germof strength -- dies. They have

failed to CONTINUE in the purpose for which they have been born.
3. What of the seed as it falls anong the thorns? Verses 7
and 22. Does this group bring forth fruit -- obedience to God's
conmmands -- or are they too busy with the selfish cares of this
degenerating worl d? Verse 22.
4. Wo is it then that brings forth spiritual fruit? Verses
8 and 23. Do these people really understand God's Master Pl an?

Verse 23. Have they allowed God to work in their lives -- hel ping
themto overcone their human nature? Sanme verse. Do they BEGA N TO
GROW SPI RI TUALLY -- inbi bing of God's own character by SUBM TTI NG

TOHS HOLY SPIRI T, and OBEYI NG H S COWANDMENTS -- until they
become mature, fruit-bearing Christians? Sanme verse, see also
Luke 8:15.

COMMENT: These peopl e becone a part of the HARVEST OF
FIRSTFRU TS. All of the other seed of the parable never BROUGHT
FORTH FRU T OF OBEDI ENCE i n God's harvest plan.

5. Is God concerned with HON MJCH we do? Verses 8 and 23.

COMMENT: God knows how much each of us can do in bringing
forth good fruit in his Master Plan. By allowing God's Spirit to
work within us we will produce thirty, sixty or one hundred fold
of good fruit, or WORKS, in our changed lives.

6. Just HOW MJUCH does God expect us to do? Luke 17:7-10. Did
the master of this servant G VE COWANDS whi ch were to be obeyed?
Verses 7 and 8.

7. For nerely obeying instructions, doing no nore than was
REQUI RED of him did the servant deserve thanks? Verse 9. Doesn't
Jesus Christ say that when we have done only what is required of
us in God's plan and NO MORE, we are STILL UNPROFI TABLE? Verse
10. Does He expect us to do MORE than the m ni mumrequirenent of
the Ten Commandnents? To go above and beyond the call of our
duties? Sane verse.

VWhat It Means to Be the Firstfruits in God' s Pl an!
Fifty days after Jesus Christ's sacrifice was accepted in

heaven, the Holy Spirit cane according to the prom ses Jesus had
made (Acts 2:1).
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1. What was the special offering made on the Day of
Pentecost in the AOd Testanment? Lev. 23:17. Wat does the Bible
say these | oaves synbolized? Sane verse. Wiat are these
firstfruits called in New Testanment tines? Janes 1:18.

COMMENT: Notice there are TWD | oaves, covering the two
periods of the A d Testament and the New Testanment Church

The word "church" has been translated fromthe G eek word,
"eccl esia" which neans the "called out ones."

Pent ecost, or Firstfruits pictures to us the first part of
the spiritual harvest, the calling out of God's True Church -- a
FEW PECPLE and a SMALL FI RST HARVEST. God is not dealing with the
vast mpjority of the world today, but He has made these wonderfu
truths plain to the fewthat He is calling.

2. Wy do we find |l eaven put into these | oaves of the
firstfruit offering? I Cor. 5:7. Since the Bible uses |eaven as a
type of sin, does this nmean that there is still sin in the
Church? | John 1:8. Does this nean that sin SHOULD REMAIN i n the
New Testament Church? | John 1:9. O course not! Sin is to be put
out whenever found. But only Jesus was w thout sin.

3. Does the Bible plainly state that converted Christians in
this age are considered "firstfruits" in God' s plan? Janes 1:18.

4. Is the term"firstfruits” applied to specific living
Christians after the comng of the Holy Spirit in 31 A D.? Ronans
16: 5.

COMMENT: After Christ was accepted as the Wave Sheaf, the
general harvest of firstfruits could begin. Still only a SMALL
HARVEST OF PECPLE DURING THI'S AGE | S TO BE REAPED at the second
com ng of Christ!

5. What are those who stand before Christ called at H s
second conming? Rev. 14:1-4. How are they described? Same verse
Did they have to come out of the world and separate thensel ves
fromthe God-rejecting majority of mankind? Verse 4. Wat is the
out standi ng characteristic of those who are called the
"firstfruits" of God's people? Rev. 14:12.

6. Are these "firstfruits"” nmentioned in the plan of
resurrections? | Cor. 15:20-23 and | Thess. 4:13-18.

COMMVENT: First Jesus Christ, the Wave Sheaf, was
resurrected, and becane the first of the firstfruits of God's
Master Plan (Col. 1:18). After a period of time synbolized by the
fifty-day period ending with Pentecost, those who are Christ's
and have the Holy Spirit are to be resurrected as the conpleted
first harvest in God' s plan.

7. Notice what Christ wants us to |learn about the spiritua
harvests. It is found in Mat. 13:24-30 and 37-43. \Wat happens
when Christ sows the seed of truth anong the people of the earth?
Verses 24-25 expl ained by verses 37-38.

8. How did Christ know the wheat, the good grain, fromthe
tares, or worthl ess weeds? Verse 26. Although sone people try to
hide their wicked works, is the fruit of their disobedience
easily recogni zable to God? Verses 26 and 38. Wat is the fina
end of those who do not produce the fruit of God's Holy Spirit in
their lives? Verses 30 and 41-42.

9. What happens to those who produce righteousness,
obedi ence and the other fruits of God's Spirit? Verse 30 and 41,
43.

10. Wen is the harvest? Verses 30 and 39.

COMMENT: The phrase "end of the world" should be transl ated
"END OF THE AGE" indicating the final days of man's rule over the
earth and the time of the second com ng of Jesus Christ. This is
the tine of the harvest of firstfruits. The fifty-day period
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bet ween t he Wave- Sheaf offering and Pentecost synbolizes what has
been goi ng on since Jesus Christ sent His Holy Spirit in 31 A D
During this time God has been calling out an "elect"” or chosen
people as "firstfruits" of H s Master Plan. These "firstfruits”
will be reaped at the second com ng of Jesus Christ -- ONLY A
VERY FEW SHORT YEARS FROM NOW

11. Wo is it that does the reaping of God's firstfruit
harvest? Verses 30 and 39. Compare | Thes. 4:16-17 and Mat.
24: 31.

COMVENT: When Jesus Christ returns to this earth, He will
send forth Hs angels to gather those who are the el ect and
chosen -- the good grain -- into H's Kingdom

Holy Spirit Prepares God's Firstfruits

Now | et's understand why the Holy Spirit came on the day
that synbolizes the harvest of firstfruits.

1. Does Jesus Christ prom se H s disciples PONER and
supernatural hel p? Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:4.

2. Wth God's Holy Spirit will Christians be able to do the
sanme works Jesus did? John 14:12. WII| true Christians be able to
do even greater works than Christ did by the POMNER of God's
Spirit? Same verse

3. Could Jesus Christ do anything with just H's human power?
John 5:20, 30. John 8:28. Where did Jesus get the power He needed
to do the works He di d? John 14:10 last part. Notice the words,
"but the Father THAT DWELLETH IN Mg, He doeth the works."

4. WIl God's Spirit be the sane in true Christians as it
was in Jesus Christ? Does it conme fromthe Father? John 14:11
John 14: 16.

5. Is it necessary to obey God to receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit? Acts 5:32. Did Jesus al so have to OBEY GOD to use
CGod's Holy Spirit? Does He expect Christians to OBEY TODAY? John
15:10. Isn't the same Holy Spirit Jesus Christ had from God the
Fat her available to Christians today? Is God a respecter of
persons Rom 2:11.

6. By the power of God's Spirit was Jesus Christ able to
overcone? John 16: 33 and Rev. 3:21. Does Christ intend for
Christians to overcome? Rev. 3:21.

7. What will happen when you allow God's Spirit to | ead you?
John 16: 13.

COMMENT: The pronoun "he" sonetinmes used to refer to God's
Spirit in the King Janmes Version should properly be transl ated
"it." The King Janes translators, blinded by the false doctrines
of Babylon, inserted this flagrant error into our Bible. The Holy
Spirit is NOIT A PART OF A PAGAN TRINITY! The Holy Spirit is the
POAER of God. It is the very seed of eternal life which the
Father inplants in every son of Hi s.

8. To what is the Holy Spirit conpared? John 7:37-39. Had
CGod's Spirit been avail able before the Day of Pentecost? Sane
verses. Once Christians have received the Holy Spirit, won't it
flow out fromthemjust as it did fromJesus Christ? Sane verses.

9. What kind of works will God's Spirit do in the lives of
true Christians? Rom 5:5. Wiat is the love of God? | John 5:3.

10. What are the other fruits of God's Holy Spirit? Gal.
5:22-23.

11. What is the result of being ruled by human nature man's
carnal mnd? Gal. 5:16-17 and Rom 8:7. |Is man's human nature
contrary to the ways of God's Spirit? Sane verses. Wat is the
result of being ruled by your carnal human mind -- of being "set"
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in the ways of human nature? Rom 8:6. But if you allow God to
gui de you through Hi's Holy Spirit, what is the result? Rom
8:1-4.

12. Did the apostle Paul recognize the battle between God's
Spirit and his carnal m nd? Rom 7:23. Wio woul d deliver Paul?
Can we deliver ourselves fromthe grip of our hunman nature, or
must we rely on supernatural help fromJesus Christ -- the HELP
OF GO S HOLY SPIRIT? Verses 24 and 25. What woul d Paul do when
he was delivered fromsin? Wuld he continue to serve -- obey --
sin? O would he serve -- obey -- God's | aw? Sane verses.

COMMENT: The Passover pictures our repentance fromsin, and
acknow edgi ng that we need Jesus Christ's sacrifice to PAY FOR
OUR SINS.

Next, you nust nake up your mind to QUT SINNING You show
your willingness to obey by bei ng BAPTI ZED and begi nning to
SUBM T TO GOD S PERFECT LAWS. This step is pictured by the Days
of Unl eavened Bread.

Thirdly, you must receive SUPERNATURAL HELP from God! Cod
will give true Christians H's powerful Holy Spirit to help them
OVERCOME. CGod first sent H's Spirit on the Day of Pentecost!

Jesus Christ overcane, Paul the apostle overcame, and you
can overconme your own selfishness, your carnal human mind, if you
yield yourself to Almghty God and receive the help of Hs Holy
Spirit. Wien you do, you will becone one of the few TRUE
CHRI STI ANS, one of the FIRSTFRU TS of Al mghty God's Master Pl an
of sal vati on.

VWo Are the "ELECT"?

1. Can you be "Christ's" -- can you belong to Jesus Chri st
-- if you don't have God's Holy Spirit? Rom 8:9-11.

2. |Is everything in creation waiting for the tinme when the
FI RSTFRU TS of God's spiritual harvest will be reaped? Rom 8:23.
Do the firstfruits thensel ves eagerly yearn for the tine when
they will be able to conplete their part in God' s plan and becone
menbers of God's own Fanmily? Sane verse.

COMMENT: The word "adoption” in the eighth chapter of Ronans
is a weful mstranslation! Those who translated the King James
version of the Bible couldn't understand that GOD | NTENDS hunman
bei ngs TO BECOVE MEMBERS OF GOD'S O\N FAM LY -- VERY SONS OF GCD!
They mistranslated the Greek word "sonshi p” as "adoption" BECAUSE
THE VI TAL TRUTHS YOU ARE NOW LEARNI NG VERE HI DDEN FROM THEM

3. What other termdoes God use to refer to the Christians
He has chosen to receive the firstfruits of Hs Spirit? Rom
8:33. Aren't the elect the sane people who are prom sed
br ot herhood with Jesus Christ, and sonship in God's fam|ly? Rom
8: 29.

4. These ELECT CHRI STIANS, the firstfruits of God, are those
who have God's Spirit and understand Hi s Master Plan. Can these
peopl e be deceived, msled, by Satan and his false mnisters any
| onger? Mat. 24:24.

5. Because they are the firstfruits of God' s harvest, wll
He go to special lengths to see they are spared fromthe terrible
things which will occur just before Christ's second com ng? Mat.
24:21, 22.

COMMENT: The firstfruits in God's plan are sealed --
preserved -- by the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13). The Holy Spirit
which we receive is called "the earnest of our inheritance”
(verse 14). In business ternms the "earnest" refers to a VERY
SMALL down paynent of noney that is given to show GOOD FAITH in a



11

busi ness deal. It is the guarantee that the full paynent will be
made LATER. God has given the "earnest” of His Spirit to those
called to be firstfruits. It is God's GUARANTEE to Christians
they will receive the FULLNESS of His Spirit, and SONSH P IN H S
FAM LY WHEN JESUS CHRI ST RETURNS TO TH S EARTH!

These consecrated peopl e now conpose the ONLY TRUE CHURCH OF
GoD!

CGod's Law in Your Heart!

1. Did Christ's death -- the shedding of H's blood in our

stead -- provide not only rem ssion of sins but also a prom se of
eternal inheritance to those God is calling? Heb. 9:15-17.

2. Did Jesus Christ -- our Passover sacrifice and High
Priest -- becone the nediator of a NEW COVENANT? Heb. 9:15.

COMVENT: The Greek word "di at heke", translated "testanent,"”
nmeans covenant or AGREEMENT, as well as a TESTAMENT or a WLL.

3. Is the everlasting NEW COVENANT cal l ed "better"' than the
old? Heb. 8:6. Wiy is it better? Verse 7. Wio was at fault in the
A d Covenant? Did God fail to keep H's part of the covenant, or
did the people fail to keep their promse to OBEY H'S LAW Verse
8.

4. What sort of covenant will God make with Christians who
are born again? Heb. 8:10-12. Are those with whom God wi ||l nake
Hi s NEW covenant also called "I SRAEL"? Verse 10. |Is God's New
Testanment Church called "lIsrael"? Conpare Gal. 6:16 with Romans
11:17-18.

COMMENT: God is yet to make His New Covenant with |Israel and
Judah. Not carnal Israel and Judah, but a SPIRI TUALLY CONVERTED
I srael and Judah. God is calling people out of this evil world.
VWhet her Gentile or Israelite by birth, they become "the |srael of
God" -- they are H'S TRUE CHURCH!

5. What are the conditions of the new covenant or agreenent
God will make with all those who becone spiritual Israelites?
Heb. 8:10-12. Does CGod agree to forget your past sins and PUT H S
LAWIN YOUR HEART if you will OBEY Hi n? Same verses.

6. Does God promise to put His LAWin your MND? Verse 10.

7. Howwill God put H's lawin your mnd? Phil. 2:5. Dd
Jesus Christ have God's Spirit in Hs mnd? Wasn't He the first
ever to have been begotten and actually born of God -- the
firstfruits of the resurrection? Janes 1:18 and Col. 1:18. Did
Jesus OBEY COWPLETELY -- even suffering DEATH for us? Phil. 2:8.

COMMENT: God expects our COVPLETE OBEDI ENCE. To obey God
completely we need His Holy Spirit in our minds. It will give us
the very sane M ND Jesus Christ had. W will see things from
Christ's point of view, we will understand and know to obey God's
law. Only God's Holy Spirit can give us the SUPERNATURAL PONER VE
NEED TO BEG N TO KEEP GOD'S LAW I N | TS SPI Rl TUAL | NTENT.

8. Wthout God's Spirit will you be able to really
UNDERSTAND God's truth? John 16:13. Wthout God's Spirit in your
m nd can you worship God as you shoul d? John 4:24.

COMMENT: VWHY the Holy Spirit? God's Holy Spirit will give
you the SUPERNATURAL HELP to live the same |ife today that Jesus
Christ lived as a fleshly human bei ng over 1900 years ago. Today
Jesus Christ has sent H's Holy Spirit to the nenbers of H's True
Church. Through that Spirit, Christ is LIVINGIN THE FLESH AND
BLOOD nmenbers of His Church. They are LIVING the very sane kind
of Iife Jesus lived -- a life of OBED ENCE, OVERCOM NG and
ENDURI NG TO THE END OF THI S AGE!

9. Should Christians rejoice knowing that God's Spirit can
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help themto overconme this evil world as Jesus Christ did? | John
4:3 and 4.

CGod's Law G ven on Pent ecost

It was on Pentecost that God founded the New Testanent
Church. On that Holy Day in A D. 31 the Holy Spirit was first
made general |y avail abl e.

But nost peopl e have never realized that the Day of
Pentecost or Firstfruits also had to do with God's A d Testanent
congregation -- the nation Israel. The Jews today have never | ost
the historical tradition that on this annual Holy Day, God
Al mi ghty gave themthe Law from Mount Sinai!

Under stand why both the Law of God and the Holy Spirit were
gi ven on this day.

1. Where does GCod WANT His Law to be witten? Jer. 31:33.

2. But where was it ORIG NALLY witten? Ex. 31:18.

3. Are the carnal human hearts of nen |ike the stone on
which God wote the Law at Sinai? Il Cor. 3:3. Isn't it God's
purpose to have the Ten Conmmandnents, originally witten in
stone, now witten in human hearts by H's Holy Spirit? Ezek.

36: 26- 27 and Ezek. 11:19-20.

Pent ecost at Si nai!

To Jew sh peopl e today, the Feast of Pentecost or
Firstfruits always brings to mnd God's Law -- the Ten
Conmandnent s.

Let's go to the Bible and PROVE -- step by step -- that the
ancient Jewish tradition is valid. That on the Day of Pentecost
God Al mghty H nsel f spoke the Ten Commandnents from Mount Sinai.

1. After finally escaping Egypt, by crossing the Red Sea dry
shod on the seventh day of Unl eavened Bread, how |l ong did Israel
travel before the next place of encanpment? -- THREE DAYS? Ex.
15: 22- 23.

COMMENT: Notice Numbers 33:8. In just three days after
I srael crossed the Red Sea from Pi ha-hiroth, they went from
ecstasy to bitterness -- the bitter waters of Marah.

Israel arrived at Marah and canped there on the weekly
Sabbath following the | ast Holy Day of Unl eavened Bread. (Refer
to the chart in Lesson 34, which shows that |srael crossed the
Red Sea on a Wednesday, the fourth day of the week. This Sabbath
was the third day after that Wednesday.) Here they made canmp and
rested while God in the Pillar of C oud stopped.

2. Did Moses preach to the assenbly on that day? Ex. 15:26.
VWhat was the subject of his sernon -- divine healing? Same verse.

3. Did Israel nmake their next canp at Elin? Ex. 15:27. And
then at a place overl ooking the Red Sea? Numbers 33:10.

COMMENT: Each of the canpsites indicates the passing of a
week of travel, and a Sabbath rest. For two weeks Israel slowy
progressed sout heastward, roughly paralleling the shore of the
Red Sea (see map on page 14; {see the file BCC3514.TIF in the
| mmges\ BCC directory}).

4. On what day did they canmp in the wilderness of Sin? Ex.
16:1. Isn't this the next Sabbath rest? Now a full four weeks of
t he seven weeks had el apsed between the Days of Unl eavened Bread
and Pentecost, hadn't they? (See cal endar chart on page 12;

{see the file BCC3512. TIF in the I mages\BCC directory}).

5. Did Moses have a nessage of obedience to proclaimto

Israel on this Sabbath Day? Ex. 16:4, 5. Did that nessage ONLY
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announce that God would provide themmanna to eat? O was it to
set forth the proof that God Al mighty was the Creator and

i nvisible Ruler and Lawgi ver of Israel? Notice verse 6 conpared
with verses 2-3, 8.

COMMENT: Notice also that it was agai nst Moses and Aaron
that Israel murmured when they said, "YE have brought us forth
into this wilderness ...." They had not yet understood that God
Almghty H nmself was their Leader -- the One to whomthey could
| ook for physical sustenance.

The Sabbath Day is a nmenorial of creation. It identifies CGod
as the One who has created everything. It is also a TEST
COMVANDVENT. CGod is here testing Israel to see whether they woul d
obey H m and keep Hi s Law.

(NOTE: To view a chart titled "Route to Sinai", see the file
BCC3514. TIF in the I mages\BCC directory.)

6. Did Mbses and Aaron say there would be convincing proof
after sundown? Verse 6. Wy after sundown? Because that Sabbath
ended at sundown.

COMMENT: Mpses and Aaron expl ai ned how God woul d performthe
mracle of the manna in a Sabbath service. Wen the Sabbath was
over God brought their words to pass.

7. Did the manna begin the next norning? Verses 8, 13-15.
And did it continue uninterrupted for six days? Verse 22. Then
was there another Sabbath? Verse 23. Then the el apsed tinme as we
follow Israel from encanpnment to encanpnent is firmy
established, is it not? Both the fourth and fifth Sabbaths after
t he Days of Unl eavened Bread were spent in the WIderness of Sin.

8. But even after the mracle of the manna did the people
perceive that it was really God Almghty H nself who |led thenf?
Ex. 17:2-4.

COMMENT: Israel didn't "get the point" because they did not
have God's Holy Spirit.

Thi ngs got worse and worse after they left the WIderness of
Sin. This was the nost desol ate part of the desert. They had to
make extra stops during the week for rest and to allow the weaker
menbers of the march to catch up. Therefore Nunbers 33:12 and 13
l[ist their short journeys before the next regul ar Sabbath rest --
the 29th day of the nmonth -- which is nmentioned in Exodus 17: 1.
(See acconpanyi ng map on page 14; {see the file BCC3514.TIF in the
| mmges\ BCC directory}).

9. Did Amal ek -- an ancient nation that dwelt in this desert
area -- arrive for battle on this SIXTH Sabbath after Israel left
Egypt? Ex. 17:8. And did the battle last all the next day,
preventing any further novenent of the children of Israel? Verses
9-12.

COMMENT: God wants us to learn an inportant | esson fromthis
experi ence ancient Israel suffered. The attack of Amal ek agai nst
Israel is typical of the attitude and accusations this world
exhibits when it sees that you are beginning to keep God's Holy
Days -- Hi s Annual Sabbat hs.

10. What happened on the next day? Ex. 18:5-8. And the
foll owi ng day after that? Verse 13.

COMMENT: By the time they broke canp again, it was the
m ddl e of the week. BUT THEY DI D NOT NOW HAVE FAR TO GO

Noti ce that they were already canped at the foot of Mount
Horeb, or Sinai. But they were not yet on the side of the
nmount ai n where they were to remain encanped for nearly the next
whol e year.
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11. On what day of the week did they cone into the
wi | derness of Sinai, which stretched away fromthe other side of
the nmountain? Ex. 19:1, 2.

COMMENT: The expression "THE SAME DAY" could only nmean one
of two things. Either this was the "sane day" of the nmonth or the
"same day" of the week. They had departed from Raneses on the
15th day of the month -- on the fifth day of the week, on a
Thur sday.

W& have seen that Israel was already in the environs of
Mount Sinai on the 29th of the second nmonth, so this "sanme day”
could not refer to the fifteenth day of the third nonth. The
words the "sane day" refer to the FIFTH DAY OF THE WEEK -- THE
SAME WEEKDAY THEY HAD LEFT EGYPT -- A THURSDAY. On that Thursday,
the 5th day of the third nonth, they nust have noved around the
mountain to their new canpsite

Sone nodern translators who have mi sunderstood the entire
context of Israel's trek through the w | derness, M STRANSLATE t he
Hebrew expression in Ex. 19:1, 2 as "the first day of the third
nmonth." This is NOT what God intended!

Noti ce the significance of these careful records of Israel’'s
j our ney.

12. On the next day, Friday -- the SIXTH DAY of the week --
Moses went up the nountain (verse 3) and God gave hima nessage
to relay to the people. Since the people were not in convocation
on Friday, Mses sent for and gathered the | eaders of the people
(verse 7).

On the Sabbath -- the SEVENTH DAY -- did God give anot her
message to Moses to speak to ALL the people? Verse 10.

COMMENT: Notice that this Sabbath was the seventh weekly
Sabbath since Israel left Egypt.

13. What was the nmessage God revealed to Mbses on this
sevent h Sabbath? Ex. 19:11. Was it not that the people should
make t hensel ves ready for the com ng MONDAY -- the third day --
when GOD ALM GHTY HI MSELF WOULD DO THE PREACHI NG? Sane verse and
Ex. 20:1.

COWENT: This Monday was PENTECOST -- 1487 B.C.!

The inpact on Israel that norning (Ex. 19:18, 19; and
20:18-21) is a type of the inpact of the Holy Spirit on the day
of Pentecost in A D 31

Notice carefully and copy into your notes Hebrews 12:18-21
and neditate over the instruction the apostle Paul has witten
for our adnonition upon whomthe ENDS OF TH S AGE HAVE COWVE!

PHOTO CAPTI ON: A shepherd with his flock before Munt Sinai --
Mount Horeb -- the "Munt of God."

True Church Founded on Pent ecost

It is vitally inmportant for you to understand where God's
TRUE CHURCH | S TODAY!

On the Day of Pentecost, June 18, 31 A .D., Almghty God
founded the New Testanent Church. This Church is not a stately
bui | di ng conmposed of wood, stone, and cenent. It is a Church
conposed of God-called, SPIR T- BEGOTTEN PECPLE

The word "church” originally never referred to the building
where Christians gather. It is properly applied to the PEOPLE who
gat her together, who have been given God's Holy Spirit. The word
"church" is a UNI-PLURAL WORD | i ke "fam|ly" and "team ™ There is
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ONE CHURCH wi t h MANY MEMBERS.

God originally established His Church in the wlderness when
He brought the Israelites out of Egypt. It was called the
congregation of Israel (Acts 7:38 and Lev. 8:3). These people
were the PHYSI CAL TYPE of the spiritual Church God later built.
Now He is calling people out of SIN. They are called H's "Church"
because the word "ecclesia" in the Geek which is transl ated
"church" neans "call ed-out ones." (I Cor. 10:32.)

1. Does the true Church have a foundation? Eph. 2:18-20.

COMMENT: The witings of the apostles and the prophets
enconpass the whole Bible New and A d Testanents.

2. VWat -- Who -- is the CORNERSTONE Cod's true Church is
built upon? Verse 20.
3. What is this "spiritual building" -- the Church of God --

to grow into? Verse 21. What is the purpose for building such a
tenpl e? Verse 22.

COMMENT: God Almighty dwells in His Church through Hs Holy
Spirit.

4. Notice the conparison Paul makes to hel p us understand
the difference between the A d Testanment period and the Church of
God in the New Testament. Heb. 12:18-23. Wiat is the church of
the New Testanent called? Verse 23.

COMMVENT: Those who are called, have their names witten in
heaven -- those who are being nmade perfect -- ARE THE
FI RSTFRU TS. They are nmenbers of THE TRUE CHURCH OF GCD!

COMMENT: You need to know and thoroughly PROVE where the
TRUE CHURCH OF GOD IS TODAY! You need to know WHI CH CHURCH JESUS
CHRI ST PUT HS HOLY SPIRIT I N ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST! IT IS
THROUGH THE WORK OF GOD'S ONLY TRUE CHURCH THAT YOU HAVE BEEN
ABLE TO LEARN THE PLAI N TRUTH ABCQUT ALM GHTY GOD' S MASTER PLAN
FOR SALVATI ON

Wite imediately for our free booklet, "A True Hi story of
the True Church."

Pent ecost a Sign

The Day of Pentecost or Firstfruits is a SIG\N. It identifies
t hose who have CGod's Holy Spirit, those who are God's el ect,
those who will be resurrected when Jesus Christ returns to this
eart h!

The Day of Pentecost identifies God's ONLY TRUE CHURCH Only
God's true Church keeps the day of Pentecost at the right time in
the right way -- with the understanding of God's plan. That is
because ONLY GOD' S TRUE CHURCH RECEI VED H'S HOLY SPIRI T AND WAS
FOUNDED BY JESUS CHRI ST ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST IN 31 A D.!

It is through GOD S ONLY TRUE CHURCH -- THE WORLDW DE CHURCH
OF GOD, with headquarters in PASADENA, CALI FORNI A -- that you
have been able to understand the deep SPI RI TUAL nessage reveal ed
in the Day of Pentecost.

If you would like to be visited by representatives of The
WORLDW DE CHURCH OF GOD in your own home, you should wite
i Mmediately to the Editor in care of the regional office nearest
you (listed on the inside front cover) and ask for this FREE
service. Be sure to mention you have COVPLETED LESSON 35 OF THE
AVMBASSADOR COLLEGE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE.

Al mighty God has nmade this wonderful know edge available to
you. Are YOU going to ACT ON I T?



