LESSON 40
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AMBASSADOR COLLEGE
Bl BLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE

Vatican City
About Qur Cover

Vatican City and St. Peter's Basilica, pictured on our
cover, are the synbols to which the churches are now | ooki ng.
Rone's role in developing world unity -- by encouraging religious
unity under her banner -- is enphasized by this striking air
view. This lesson reveals the surprising origin of this world's
hol i days, showi ng the role the Roman Church has played in
perpetuating the rites and custons of the days observed by nodern
Chri stendom

THE SURPRI SING CRIG N OF THI S WORLD S HOLI DAYS

VWHY do people all over the world observe so many different
days of worshi p? So many different custons?

VWere did this world' s holidays cone fron? Wre they
est abl i shed by the SUPREME AUTHORI TY of God Al mi ghty? Wat BIBLE
AUTHORITY is there for the holidays observed by npst of nodern
Christianity?

Very few know why they observe the days they do!

Tradi tional Holidays

VWiere did Easter -- with its hot cross buns, bunnies and
Easter eggs -- originate? And Hall oween -- with its ghosts,
wi tches and trick-or-treat?

VWhat about Christmas -- with its red-nosed rei ndeer, Santa

Caus and gift trading?

VWhy do nost professing Christians observe days which are
NOMHERE conmanded in your Bible -- days neither Jesus nor the
apostl es kept?

In this lesson you will learn that Jesus Christ Honself did
not observe today's so-called "Christian" holidays -- that in
reality they are not Christian at all!

God the Author of Tine

In Genesis 1:14 God said: "Let there be lights in the
firmament of the heaven to divide the day fromthe night; and | et
them be for SIGNS, AND FOR SEASONS, AND FOR DAYS, AND YEARS ...."

Tinme is based on the notion of celestial bodies. The earth
rotates at a constant speed, giving us day and night. Qur pl anet
al so travels at a constant speed in orbit around the sun, taking
one year per revolution. And the noon revol ves around the earth,
giving us the |lunar nonth.

By cal cul ating the rel ati onshi ps between these cel esti al
bodies -- by God's own "master-clock” of our solar system and the
stars -- man MEASURES ti ne.

Since Almghty God is the Creator God who created these
heavenly bodi es and set them-- and therefore tinme -- in notion,
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HE ALONE has the AUTHORITY TO set aside TIME -- to proclaim
certain days for worship -- to make tine HOLY! Man has NOT been
given authority from God to establish days of worship on his own
-- HOLI DAYS of human manuf act ur e!

PHOTO CAPTION: NEW YEAR S EVE -- This world's traditional
hol i days are popul ar. Thousands cheer on New Year's Eve in Tines
Square, New York, as light snow begins to fall.

Man Desires to Cbserve Days

Every tribe, every nation, every religion singles out
certain times of worship. It is a manifestation of the basic
"urge to religion"” that the Creator God placed w thin human
nat ure.

But God has not left it to human nature -- or human whim
dependent upon hunman ideas or traditions -- to determ ne either
the tine or the manner of the worship acceptable to Hm And
wi t hout God's own instruction, man could not know which days Cod
H nmsel f MADE HCOLY.

Did you know God Al mighty, in H's Wrd, condemms humanly
devi sed worship as VAIN? Jesus said, "In vain they do worship ne,
teaching for doctrines the commandnments of nen" (Matt. 15:9).

It is possible to actually WORSHIP GOD -- to venerate the
NAME of Christ -- and still do it all in VAIN. Jesus said so!

He declared: "Full well ye reject the commandnment of Cod,
that ye may keep your own tradition." How? "Making the word of
God of NONE EFFECT t hrough your TRADI TION, which ye have
delivered" (Mark 7:7, 9, 13).

Satan's d ever Pl ot

Just as Satan the Devil deceived nmen into pagan " SUNday"
observance instead of keeping God's Sabbath Day -- so Satan has
instituted his own holidays. They are clever counterfeits
contrived to H DE God's Suprene Master Pl an

These hol i days are nade to appear as happy tines, times to
enj oy YOURSELF. But they serve no useful purpose. They have no
great significance or neaning. CGenerally, they are days when nost
peopl e sinmply take off fromwork, picnic, play golf, etc., while
a devoted FEWattend church

No one in the world, it seenms, questions Satan's days --

t hey have becone customary -- "traditional”! They are assuned to
be "Christian."

But you can't afford to ASSUVE

Yet many, learning the truth about the origin of this
wor |l d' s holidays, ask: "WHAT DI FFERENCE does it make? So what if
they aren't really Christian? W observe themin honor of Christ!
W MADE them ' Christian' by the way we observe them"”

VWhat about it?

Does It Make Any Difference?

The Devil would like us to believe we can flout CGod's
conmands, tranple Hs Holy Days underfoot, and worship in
what ever way we choose.

Make no mstake -- GOD IS the One who deci des whi ch days are
i mportant -- which are HOLY!
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If God says Easter, Christnas, Halloween, etc., are holy,
then we SHOULD observe themfaithfully. But the question is: \Wat
DCES GOD say about these days?

God shows in His Bible that it does make a difference! He
reveals it is a matter of your eternal life or death!

Yet Satan's pagan hol i days have becone such a traditional
part of professing Christianity that many, though acknow edgi ng
their pagan origin, STILL OBSERVE THEM

VWhat about you?

In this lesson you will learn how Satan plotted a
counterfeit "Christianity.” You will see how the rank pagani sm of
the ancient world was re-labeled -- "baptized" -- with
Christian-soundi ng names. And that it was all done in the name of
Christ -- purporting to be the worship of Jesus.

You will learn that the very sane pagan practices God
condemmed in A d Testanent tinmes have crept into nodern
"Christianity" and are being cel ebrated today.

You'll learn who it is that has been perpetuating the great
fal se system behind today's religious custons -- and WHY. And you
will |learn HONthese pagan days were planted in the bosom of

nodern Christianity.

LESSON 40
Deception Foretold in the Bible

Long ago, God foretold that pagan practices would creep into
churches claimng to worship Hm He WARNED us to beware!

1. Did Jesus Christ warn Christians in the end tines that
fal se m nisters woul d deceive the many? Matt. 24:11. Wuld these
seemto be "Christian" mnisters who preach ABOUT Jesus Chri st,
but still deceive many? Verses 4-5.

COMMENT: Fal se ministers have cleverly adopted the nanme of
Christ as a cloak for their false doctrines. Jesus said, "Mny
shall cone in ny nane" -- purporting to be Christian -- "saying,
| am Christ" -- even teaching that Jesus is the Christ -- "and
shal | deceive many!" (Matt. 24:5.)

2. Can one worship Christ, call hinmself "Christian," and
still do it all in vain? Matt. 15:9. How? -- by worshi pping
according to the dictates and traditions of nmen? Sane verse.

3. Very early in New Testanment tines, did the Apostle Paul
find fal se teachers pretending to be Christian even pretending to
be APCSTLES? || Cor. 11:13-14.

PHOTO CAPTION: THE RELI G ON OF BABEL -- REBELLI ON AGAI NST GOD:
TONER OF BABEL -- Artist's conception of ancient Babylon wth

Ni ntod's Tower in background. RIGHT: This tower stood as the
synmbol of human rebellion against the rule of God Al mghty. The
traditional Tower of Ninrod crunbles today -- yet his doctrine of
rebellion lives on!

4. Did the Apostle John wite that the Church of God at

Ephesus had di scovered sone of these false mnisters -- falsely
calling thensel ves Christ's Apostles? Rev. 2:2. How were the
fal se apostles at Ephesus discovered -- by their fruits, their

deeds? Verse 6 and Matt. 7:20.

5. Does God say He hates the deeds of the Nicol aitanes? Rev.
2:6. Did the N colaitanes hold false doctrine? Verse 15. Exactly
who were the Nicol aitanes?
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COMVENT: A Nicolaitan is a follower of N colas! The nane
Ni colas is derived fromthe G eek words, "nikos" and "l aos"

"N kos" means the "conqueror" or "destroyer," and "l aos" neans
"people.” The original N colas was a conqueror or destroyer of
t he peopl e!

Ni col as was a Greek word for "Ninrod" -- the origina
arch-rebel who conquered the people and founded man-made religion
within two centuries after the Fl ood.

VWhile Nintrod was alive he put hinself in the place of God by
his dictatorial rule. And when he died, his admrers CONTI NUED TO
WORSH P H M AS A DI VINE HERO They CALLED HI M "BAAL," a nane
found | ater throughout the A d Testanent. "Baal" nmeans "master"
or "lord.” It was only natural that N nrod should claimthat
nane. He put hinself in the very place of the true Lord or Master
of the entire universe.

But "Baal" was not Ninrod' s only other nane. He had MANY

nanes. I n Babylonia he was known as "Tanmuz." In Syria and
G eece, "Adonis" -- which also nmeant "lord."” In Egypt he was the
god "Gsiris,"” and was identified in "nystery"” synbolismas the

bul I'!
Anot her of his names was "Santas,"” commonly used throughout
Asia Mnor. (See Langer's "An Encycl opedia of World History", p

37.)

Now you m ght ask, "Is there any connection between N nrod,
who was called 'Santas' in Asia Mnor, and 'Saint' N col as of
Asia Mnor -- '"Santa Claus'?" Yes, indeed there is!

"SANTA CLAUS" is but a shortened formof "Santa N chol as" or
"Saint Nicholas." The followers of "St. N cholas" or Ninrod are
terned "N colaitanes” in the New Testament. So those people --
who falsely called thensel ves "Christians" -- continued to honor
NI VMROD i n the days of the Apostle John -- just as they do today!
If you do not yet have a free copy of the booklet, "The PLAI N
TRUTH About Christmas,” wite for it imrediately and study it.
You will see how Satan has deceived nen into worshipping N nrod
-- all the while calling him Savi or

6. What was the basic doctrine of the N colaitanes
originally taught by N nrod? Gen. 10:8-10.

COMMENT: It was REBELLI ON agai nst God -- against His | aws.

Ni ntod was opposed to God. The phrase "a mi ghty hunter BEFORE THE
LORD' in the Hebrew indicates he had set hinmself in opposition to
-- and IN THE PLACE OF the Lord. Ninrod was the world's first
despot .

Josephus, prom nent Jewi sh historian of the first century
A.D., says of him "Now it was N nrod who excited themto such an
affront and contenpt of God ... he also gradually changed the
governnment into tyranny ..." (Ant. Bk. I, Chap. IV, Part a).

7. What nore did Nimrod do in rebellion against God? Gen
11:1-9, conpared with Gen. 10:10. Wasn't Nimrod's first city
Babel , or Babyl on? Sane verses.

COMMENT: Again, notice the testinmony of Josephus: "He
[Ninrod] also said he would be revenged on God, if He shoul d have
a mnd to drown the world again; for he would build a tower too
high for the waters to be able to reach!™ Ninrod clained to be
the "savior" of mankind -- saving themfrom God. Such was his
bl aspheny!

The peopl e he had conquered now fol l owed him "Now the
mul titude were very ready to follow the determ nation of Ninmrod,"
reports Josephus, "and to esteemit a piece of COMRDI CE to
submt to God."

Ni ntod taught that it was wong -- cowardice -- to submt to
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God and His laws! This was the doctrine of the Nicol aitanes!

8. Doesn't CGod label this false religious systemby the nane
of its city of origin? Rev. 17:5. Her very nane bears God's
i ndi ctmrent of her sins! Has this system been perpetuated down to
our day today? Revi ew Revel ation, chapter 18

| srael Warned

Since the tine of Babel -- and continuing into our nodern
twentieth century -- the false religion of Ninrod has dom nat ed
t he worl d!

After CGod scattered the nations at Babel (Gen. 11:8) and
especially after the death of Nimrod, his followers continued
their rebellion in secret. They devel oped an intricate synbolism
called the "nysteries.” This pagan system hinged on the carefu
re-nam ng of all phases of their worship. In order to deceive the
people, the priests of Ninrod began calling their w cked custons
by nanes whi ch seened to honor God Hinsel f

Ni nrod took the nanme "Lord," which translated into Hebrew
becane "Baal " and into G eek becane "Adonis."

Ninrod's wi cked nother, known to historians as Semirams
took the nane of the "Mother of God," and was worshi pped as

I shtar -- the nother goddess of dawn or light (Lenpriere's
Cl assical Dictionary, article, "Adonis"). Her new name, "lshtar,"
was pronounced just as we pronounce the word "Easter"” in English!
She was worshipped in the spring -- her feast day a site of

fertility! You will want to read all about the origin of Easter
in our free booklet, "Easter |Is Pagan."

Noti ce how wi despread the worship of Ninrod and Semiram s
had beconme in the tine of Mdses -- and what God says about it.

1. Did God warn H's people to avoid the ways of Egypt -- a
land rife with pagan custons and traditions? Lev. 18:3, first
part. Did He also warn them not to adopt the custons of Canaan?
Same verse

2. Wiy was CGod agai nst the practices of the heathen? Had
they defiled the very land they lived in? Lev. 18:26-30.

3. Did God therefore punish the heathen by casting them from
their [and? Verse 28. See also Lev. 20:23

COMMENT: God is no respecter of persons. \Wichever people
practice pagan custons and defile thensel ves by observi ng pagan
hol i days He puni shes! Notice what He told Israel in Deuteronony
8:19- 20.

4. \What was the penalty for observing the custons of the
heat hen? Lev. 20:1-2. Isn't the penalty for sin still the sanme
today? Rom 6:23

COMMENT: God says "I change NOT!'" (Mal. 3:6.) He still
exacts the death penalty for those who WLLFULLY continue to
di sobey H m and observe pagan custons after they have | earned the
truth.

In Ad Testanent Israel the civil government of the nation
executed sinners. Today CGod Hinself places the guilty person
under the spiritual penalty of eternal death until he REPENTS of
H s past sins and begins to KEEP God's conmandnents.

5. Were CGod's peopl e commanded to keep His statutes? Lev.
18: 5.

COMMENT: Among the statutes God has given for H's people are
H s HOLY DAYS (Lev. 23, especially verses 14, 21, 31, and 41) --
days which reveal the way to eternal life to those who KEEP THEM

| srael Adopted Pagan Rites



1. Does God prom se to bless H's people abundantly if they
will keep His Holy Days? Read Lev. 26:1-13, especially verses 2
and 3. But would they suffer punishnents if they broke God's
Conmmandnent s? Read Lev. 26:14-39.

2. Was it within the heart of Israel to always obey God?
Deut. 5:29. What does Jerem ah rem nd us about the human heart?
Jer. 17:9.

PHOTO CAPTI ON:  EASTER -- These children ook forward to Easter
with its bunny rabbits, jelly beans, and col ored eggs -- not
knowi ng the real origin and neani ng of these synbols.

3. When Israel cane into the |land of Mbab, what did they do?
Num 25:1-3. What did CGod instruct Mbses to do with those who
pol I uted thensel ves by worshi ppi ng Baal - Peor, the god of the
Moabi t es? Verses 4-5. Wio was this Baal - Peor?

COMMVENT: Baal - Peor was anot her nane for N nrod. The conpound
nane Baal - Peor had special significance to the Mabites who
wor shi pped Nintrod as a child.

Today, in md-winter, the "sacred child" is stil
wor shi pped! The familiar nother and child thene at Christmas is a
cleverly disgui sed pagan "mystery" which dates back to N nrod and
his nmother Senmiram s! The "New Year's baby," once worshi pped in
ancient Greece as Dionysus or Adonis -- "the lord" -- is now
wel coned in the churches of nodern Christianity!

No wonder God Al mi ghty was angry when |Israel began to
observe the wild, licentious rites of Baal anmong the Mbabites!

4. \Wen God's peopl e approached the prom sed | and, did He
specifically warn them agai nst transferring pagan custons to the
wor ship of the true God? Deut. 12:29-31. Did God warn themnot to
add any pagan rites to H s commands? Verse 32. Wiy did God HATE
the hideous rites of these pagan religions? Verse 31, |ast part.

| srael Puni shed for Baalism

1. After Joshua and all his generation died (Judges 2:8-10),
did Israel adopt the religious custons of Canaan? Judges 2:11-13.

COMMENT: The Baali mwere the many gods naned Baal that each
tri be of Canaan worshi pped. Just as there are many religious
custons today, so in the tine of the Judges everyone did what he
t hought was best instead of obeying God! (Judges 21:25.)

2. Wo were the principal pagan gods worshi pped by
rebellious Israelites? Judges 2:13.

COMMENT: Baal -- Ninrod -- and his w cked nother Semrams
wer e bot h worshi pped! Ashtaroth was another nanme for Semirams
In Greece she was called Venus and Astarte. In Babylon she was
call ed Ishtar (pronounced Easter).

3. Did God bring punishnment upon those who corrupted
t hensel ves in pagan worship as He had warned? Verses 14-15.

4. \Wen they were punished did they repent of their
i dol atry? Verses 16-19.

COMMENT: The book of Judges is a chronicle of the repeated
rebel lions of ancient Israel after they entered the | and of
Canaan. Each time they forgot God's Law, lost sight of Hs Holy
Days and began to worshi p heathen gods on pagan holidays. Wen
they did, God chastened themby allowi ng themto be conquered by
t he Canaanites.



Ki ngs Conti nued Pagan Wrship

After the reign of Saul, CGod established the dynasty of
David -- a man after H's own heart (Acts 13:22). But soon after
Davi d was dead, his son Sol onon forsook God's Law, and introduced
pagan religions into Israel! Notice the events that led up to the
di vision of his kingdom

1. After the tenple was finished, did God renew H s covenant
wi th Sol onron? Read | Kings 9:1-9. Wre the conditions of the
covenant the same as before -- had God changed? Verses 4-5. Did
God warn Sol onmon not to worship other gods -- not to pollute the
l and wi th pagani sn? Verses 6-7.

2. What punishnment did God promise to send if Sol onon
adopt ed pagan ways? Verses 8-9.

3. Did Sol omon introduce pagan worship into Israel in spite
of God's warning? Read | Kings 11:1-8. Did Sol onon worship
Semrams -- Easter? Verse 5. Did he also worship Nintrod -- the
first despot? Verses 5 and 7.

COMMENT: Ninmrod was called MIcomand Ml ech by the
Ammoni tes, and Chenosh by the Mdabites. The word "nolech" is
derived fromthe Hebrew word "nel ek, " which neant "king." The
heat hen nati ons worshi pped Ninrod as the "king of kings" because
he was the world's first tyrant!

Ashtaroth or Sem ram s was worshi pped as the "queen of
heaven" and as the "nother of god" (N nmrod) by the anci ent pagan
wor | d.

Today a "queen of heaven"” and "nother of god" is worshipped
by nmodern Christianity. Is there any connection? Some assume she
is Jesus Christ's own nother Mary, who sone teach has ascended
bodily into heaven. Prayers are repeated to HERl But the Bible
shows Christ's nother is yet in her grave awaiting the
resurrection -- just as King David is yet in his grave! (Acts
2:29, 34.) It nowhere teaches that Mary was taken up into heaven!

How cl ear that the ancient PAGAN "nother and child" concept
has been perpetuated in the guise of "Christianity"!

4. How did God | ook upon Sol onon's idolatry? Verses 6, 9-10.
Did God warn Sol onmon that punishment for his sins would surely
come? Verse 11. Wio would reign in Solomon's place? Verses 12: 13.
Read al so verses 26-40

5. Was Jeroboam al so of fered God' s bl essing for obedience,
and warned not to copy the custons of pagani sn? Verse 38. How
many of the tribes of Israel would Jeroboamrul e? Verse 35.

I NSET ARTI CLE

"Chri st mas" BEFORE CHRI ST!
"lo Saturnalial™ -- "Merry Christmas."

Christmas custons were celebrated in Rome |ong before the
birth of Jesus Christ! They were called the "Saturnalia."

Toward the end of Decenber the Romans set aside several days
to celebrate the winter solstice -- when the sun reached the
| owest point in the heavens, and the days were shortest. The high
point of this solar festival was the Saturnalia.

Noti ce how the custons of Saturnalia are similar to those
identified with Christmas today:

"In private the day [Saturnalia] began with the sacrifice of
a young pig ... all ranks devoted thenselves to feasting and
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mrth, presents were interchanged anong friends, and crowds

thronged the streets, shouting 'lo Saturnalial™' ("D ctionary of
Greek and Roman Antiquities”, 3rd edition, Vol. Il, Art.
"Cscilla.™)

The offering was made beneath a decorated tree -- Virgil,
t he Ronman poet, nentions a pine or evergreen

Figurines and nmasks -- called "oscilla" -- were hung on the

tree, as are Christnas decorations today. History admts
there can be no doubt that we have in these 'oscilla a relic of
human sacrifice ...." O all the pagan holidays, Saturnalia was

t he one on which a HUMAN SACRI FI CE was required annual ly.

In the days of Inperial Rone, multitudes adopted the nane of
Christ and applied it to existing pagan custons. Today fanilies
decorate their "Christnas" trees with masks and figurines --
unwi ttingly perpetuating a nmenorial of the custom of Roman human
sacrifice.

The practice of commenorating the winter solstice was not
limted to ancient Rome. Nearly every pagan nation has observed a
counterpart to nodern "Christmas" custons!

Strange, isn't it, that these ancient pagan custons -- which
God hates and condems -- are carried on TODAY by the vast
majority of professing "Christians"?

If you would |ike to know nore about the pagan origin and
4,000-year history of Christmas, wite for your copy of the FREE
bookl et, "The Plain Truth About Christmas!"

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Children are confused by many i npersonators of
"Santa." To maintain deception, parents call them "Santa's

hel pers.™ Bel ow, customary Yule Log dates back to rites of sun
worship. As the sun's warnth waned during the |ong German w nter
the Yule Log was lit to encourage and revive the dying sun god.

6. When Sol onon died and his son Rehoboam took the throne in
Judah, did God take 10 tribes of Israel fromhimand give themto
Jeroboam the servant, as He had promi sed? Read the entire 12th
chapter of | Kings.

COMMENT: The nation of Israel was divided for adopting pagan
wor shi p! Adopting the custons of the heathen nakes a difference

i ndeed! Jeroboamruled the northern 10 tribes -- known as the
House of Israel, and Rehoboamruled only the remaining tribes of
Judah, nost of Levi, and Benjamn -- called the House of Judah

I srael Institutes Pagan Hol i days

Now that the 10 tribes of Israel had separated from Judah
they began to develop their own form of paganism It was a
bl endi ng of God's worship with the poi son of pagan error

1. Did Jeroboamthink that in order to maintain control of
the 10 tribes of Israel he nust stop their worship on God's Holy
Days? | Kings 12:26-27. Did he tell themit was too nuch trouble
to go all the way to where God had placed his nanme, just to keep
the Holy Days? Verse 28

2. Wich of God's Holy Days did Jeroboam counterfeit and
corrupt with pagan custons? Verses 32-33.

COMMENT: The Feast of Tabernacles and the Last G eat Day
were held in the seventh nonth (Lev. 23:33-39). That corresponds
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to about the time between the mddl e of Septenber and the niddle
of Cctober.

3. When was Jeroboam s idolatrous feast held? | Kings 12:32.
This eighth month corresponds to about the tine between the
m ddl e of Cctober and the m ddl e of Novenber.

COMMENT: The Latin word for eighth is "octo."” The eighth
month is called October. What worldly holiday occurs around this
time today? HALLOAEEN IS cel ebrated at the very end of Cctober
and the begi nning of Novenber! It pictures a macabre scene of
di sinterment of the dead as ghosts and goblins.

Hal | oneen is COVPLETELY PAGAN! It is nowhere conmanded in
God's Wwrd. So why observe it? You will want to learn all about
Hal | oneen fromour free article, "Hall oween, Wwere Did It Cone
Fr onf"

PHOTO CAPTI ON: HALLOWEEN -- Children dressed up |ike denons and
goblins, and acconpani ed by nothers, go from house to house on
Hal | oneen demandi ng treats. Halloween is also a night of
destruction. Tens of thousands of dollars worth of damage is done
each year by young pranksters on this "hall owed" night of

religi ous observance.

God Ver sus Baal

After the division of the kingdom the northern 10-tri be
House of Israel went deeper and deeper into Baal worship. Read
about it in | Kings 16:28-33.

1. How did Ahab introduce Baal worship into Samaria, the
capital city of Israel? | Kings 16:31-33. Did Ahab follow the
ways of Jeroboanf? Verse 31. What was God's reaction to Ahab's
sin? Verse 33

2. Did God send Elijah to Ahab? | Kings 18:1-2.

3. Did Jezebel, Ahab's wife, murder God's prophets in
I srael ? Verse 4.

4. \What did Elijah tell Ahab? Verses 17-18. Did Elijah
chal | enge Ahab and his false mnisters to a test? Verse 19.

5. What did Elijah say when the people gathered to w tness
the test of Baal at Mount Carnel? Verses 21-24. Did the people of
I srael any | onger even know which "god" IS God? Verse 21

COMMENT: The people did not feel it was necessary to prove
anything for thensel ves. They just sat on the sidelines and
wat ched the contest between Elijah and the prophets of Baal. They
had probably convinced thenselves it didn't nake any difference
whi ch custons they observed. But by not choosing to foll ow CGod,
they were automatically REBELLI NG agai nst Hi m

6. In the contest which followed, how did the prophets of
Baal call upon their false god? Verses 25-29. Did they whip
t hensel ves into an enotional frenzy? Verse 26. Did they torture
t hensel ves with cruel penance, assunming they could force Baal to
hear then? Verse 28. But could Baal answer thenf? Verses 26, 29.

7. Wiile the priests of Baal were involved in their
superstitious riganmarole of pagan religion, what did Elijah do?
Verse 27.

COMMENT: Elijah taunted them by aski ng why Baal didn't
answer. Was Baal out wal ki ng? Was he away from Carnmel on a trip?
Was Baal sl eeping? Elijah used biting sarcasm

Today God has pronmised to send Hi s prophets in the spirit
and power of Elijah (Mal. 4:5-6). Is it wong for God's true
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mnisters to use sone fitting sarcasmto show how foolish the
pagan custons of the false mnisters of this world are? Certainly
not! One of the reasons God sends H's mnisters is to expose the
evil of false religion in this world, so that people will know
the difference and choose the good. Sonetinmes a barbed statenent
makes the point much better than it could ot herwi se be made.

8. Did Elijah pray fervently that God woul d hear hi mand
consume his offering? I Kings 18: 36.

9. Did God answer when Elijah prayed? | Kings 18:37-38. Wre
t he peopl e convi nced? Verse 39. Wat did they then do with the
fal se mnisters of Baal ? Verse 40

COMMENT: Israel had a CHOCE. Elijah told themto either
follow God all the way, or follow Baal. The SAME CHO CE nust be
made t oday!

VWhat about you? Are you, in effect, worshipping Nnrod -- or
Baal -- by observing his pagan holidays which God condemms? O do
YOU CHOOSE TO serve God whol eheartedly, and keep the days HE nade
HOLY?

10. But did Ahab and Jezebel repent? | Kings 19:1-2. What
did God say of Ahab? | Kings 21:25-26.

11. Did Ahab's son, Ahaziah, continue to worship Baal when
he took the throne? I Kings 22:51-53. Did he follow the sins of
Jer oboan®? Verse 52.

Wy the Fall of Israel

Israel's idolatry continued for many years. Each succeedi ng
ki ng perpetuated pagan holidays for the people to observe in
honor of pagan gods. Finally Israel's sins conpletely cut them
off fromGod's protection, and they were carried away captive
into Assyria. Read about it in Il Kings 17

1. Did Israel continue to sin against God? Il Kings 17:7.
Did their idolatry increase even after the time of Jeroboanf?
Verse 8 -- note the word "kings" is plural. See also verse 16.

2. Did Israel worship paganismopenly -- or did they try to
keep it secret? Verse 9. Did they carry on custons |ike the
heat hen? Verses 10-12.

3. Did God diligently send His mnisters to show t he peopl e
their sins, and plead with themto repent and keep H s
commandnent s and statutes? Verse 13. Renmenber that God's Holy
Days are statutes. Did Israel repent? Verses 14-17.

4. Which tribe was left in the |land? -- the House of Judah
only? Verse 18. Was Judah faithful, or did the Jews al so foll ow
t he pagan ways |srael had introduced? Verse 19.

5. Some of Judah's kings uprooted the worship of Baal --
Nintod -- and restored God's | aw. Anmong them was Josi ah. Had
Josi ah been prophesied by name to restore the true worship of
God? | Kings 13:2-3. Conpare with Il Kings 22:1-2.

6. What did Josiah do? Read thoroughly the 23rd chapter of
Il Kings. Conpare it with Il Chronicles 34-35.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Hotcross buns are nmentioned in Jerem ah 7:18. The
word "cakes" is translated fromthe Hebrew word "kavan" and
shoul d be rendered "buns"!

COMMENT: When t he pagan holidays |Israel and Judah had
observed were done away, Josiah re-instituted the keeping of
CGod's Holy Days, according to God's Law.
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God' s Prophets Expose Pagani sm

1. Was Josiah able to stanp out pagan rites conpletely
during his reign? Il Chron. 34:33. Did the people also serve God
during Josiah's lifetine? Sane verse. Nevertheless, did God's
wrat h remai n agai nst Judah because of the sins of Manasseh? |
Ki ngs 23: 26- 27

2. Did Josiah's sons obey God as he had done, or did they do
evil? Read Il Kings 23:30-37. Note verses 32 and 37. What did God
say through Jerem ah about the pagan religion of the cities of
Judah? Jer. 1:15-16.

3. Did He say they offered i ncense to Baal ? Jer. 7:9-10.

VWhat was the excuse the people offered for their pagani sn? Verse
10.

COMMENT: The peopl e thought they were "delivered" or
permtted to worship in whatever way they pleased. They thought
they were, in today's term nol ogy, "under grace"

4. Did the people of Judah worship the "queen of heaven" --
Semiram s? Jer. 7:17-18.

COMMENT: Even today nodern Christianity continues the
wor ship of Easter, and little "cakes," called "hot cross buns,"
are baked for the false "queen of heaven." The fertility synbols
of this ancient pagan goddess are perpetuated today as lies told
to nodern children. Rabbits, known as a synbol of reproduction in
all pagan religions, are said to "deliver" Easter eggs to nodern
boys and girls. These custons cone directly from anci ent pagani sm
-- the worship of Ninrod and his nother -- to our world today.
Now t hey are encouraged by professing "Christian" churches!

5. Did these Jews | ook upon this pagan feast as a happy
occasi on when the whole famly could participate? Verse 18. But
what did God say about it? Verses 19-20.

6. Did God, through Jerem ah, warn H's people not to adopt
the custons of the heathen? Jer. 10:1-2. Does God condone the
custom of preparing "Christmas trees"? Verses 3-4. \Wat does He
say concerning the fal se mnisters who teach these pagan custons?
Verse 21.

7. CGod al so used Isaiah to speak to His people. What did God
think of Israel's pagan feasts and sacrifices? Isa. 1:13-14.
Whul d God hear their prayers while they were worshi ppi ng on days
of their own invention? Verse 15. Wat did He command t henf
Verses 16-17.

COMMENT: God refers to the pagan feasts the people invented
as "your appointed feasts.” In contrast He calls the Holy Days He
commanded, "My Holy Days" (Isa. 58:13, Lev. 23:2).

8. Notice what Hosea says concerning Israel's feasts of
Baal. Did Israel use the bountiful crops God had given her for
the worship of Baal ? Hos. 2:8. Did God say He would stop the
revelry of Israel's pagan feast days? Verse 11. Which days were
these -- God's Holy Days, or the counterfeit feast days of
Ni nrod? Verse 13

COMMVENT: The Revi sed Standard Version translates the
begi nning of verse 13, "And I will punish her for the FEAST DAYS
of the Baals ...."

9. Does the prophecy of Hosea 2:16-23 apply to OUR day?

COMMENT: This prophecy is for our day and the near future --
the tine God will intervene in world affairs, renove pagan nanes
frompeople's lips, and bring true peace and ri ght eousness!

The expression "in that day" (Verses 16, 18, 21) al ways
refers to OUR day and the I NTERVENTION of God in world affairs --
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when Christ will return to this earth and set up God's Ki ngdom
10. CGod inspired Ezekiel to direct prophecies specifically
to the ten tribes of Israel after they were ALREADY in captivity

in the land of Assyria. He foretold still another future
captivity -- a captivity to cone in our day! Wiy nmust God's
peopl e today suffer captivity? Do they still serve pagan gods on
pagan hol i days? Ezek. 8:14-18. Do people still hold sunrise

services, and weep for Tammuz? Verses 14, 16.

COMMENT: Tammuz was one of Ninrod's many nanes. One of the
festivals celebrated in Greece, where Ninrod was called Adonis,
was a nmenorial of his fabled resurrection. Notice the testinony
of Lenmpriere's Classical Dictionary under the article "Adonia":
"Adonis was the same deity with the Syrian Tammuz, whose festival
was cel ebrated even by the Jews, when they degenerated into
idolatry (Ezek. 8:14)."

The anci ent weeping for Tammuz or Ninrod is carried over
today in the world' s "Lenten season.”" Wite for our free article
on "Lent."

The ancient sunrise services -- when nen faced the east
(where the sun is when rising) and worshipped Nintod -- are
carried over today in the world' s EASTER sunrise services!

11. Who does God hold responsible to teach Hi s people the
truth? Mal. 2:7. Aren't today's mnisters failing to teach the
| aw of God's Sabbath and His Holy Days? Wiat do they teach

instead -- that it is not necessary to keep God's | aw today?
Verse 8.

12. Did Daniel prophesy of a power that woul d speak agai nst
God -- persecute Hs faithful servants -- and attenpt to change

times and [aws? Dan. 7:25.
Christ Foretold Pagan Wbrship

1. Did Jesus Christ speak of false mnisters deceiving many
inthe time of the end? Matt. 24:11. Wuld they be able to
perform signs and wonders? Same verse

2. Wuld these false mnisters outwardly appear in the guise
of "Christianity,” but all the while actually be wol ves seeking
to devour CGod's people? Matt. 7:15.

3. Did Jesus say sonme would call H m"Lord," yet not enter
God' s Kingdon? Verse 21. Do sone actually preach in Christ's
nane, yet work iniquity? Verses 22-23

COMMENT: The word iniquity neans "l aw essness.” This
doctrine of |aw essness is the sane as that which N nrod preached
-- REBELLI ON agai nst God's gover nnent.

4. Did God warn Hi s people not to pollute Hi s nane by
applying it to pagan worshi p? Ezek. 20:39, l|ast part.

5. Who is it that has perpetuated the |lies of paganism--
calling them by the nane, "Christianity?" Jer 14:14. Does God
prom se these lying mnisters will be rewarded with captivity,
fam ne and deat h? Verse 15.

Paul Fi ghts Pagani sm

1. The Apostle Paul constantly had to battle the inroads of
fal se teachers who sought to unsettle the Church of God. Wat was
he forced to say to the Thessal onians? Il Thes. 2:1-2. Wre sone
sending epistles -- letters -- that were forged with Paul's own
nane? Verse 2.
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PHOTO CAPTION: Christmas trees are used in celebrating the birth
of Christ. Yet history shows their use predates the birth of
Christ by 2000 years!

2. Was a nystery systemof | awl essness already at work in
the tine of Paul ? Verse 7. Wuld this sane system conti nue down
to the comng of Christ? Verse 8. By whose power did this nystery
system wor k? Verse 9.

3. Did Paul warn the Gal ati ans about false mnisters
preaching a fal se gospel? Gal. 1:6-9. Were the Galatians in
danger of slipping back into the pagan rites they had observed as
unconverted Gentiles? Gal. 4:8-11. Wre these sane pagan days
condemmed by God in the Ad Testanent? Lev. 19:26 and Deut.

18: 10- 14.

COMMENT: Paul was witing to GENTILES who wanted to return
to observing "days" -- CGentile days -- Easter, Christnmas, Sunday,
etc.

The Catholic Church "father,"” Chrysostom admits that these
superstitious TIMES which Paul forbids were practiced by
"Christians" in his day, but WTHOUT THE IDOL'S as in days of
old. He says, "Many were superstitiously addicted to the
observance of TIMES, and nade divination and conjectures upon
them... In celebration of these TIMES they set up lanps in the
mar ket pl ace, and CROMN THEI R DOORS W TH GARLANDS. " ( Bi nghani s
Antiquities of the Christian Church, pp. 1123, 1124.)

PHOTO CAPTION: This bl ack statue -- clainmed to be Peter, the
Apostle -- sits in St. Peter's Basilica, its toe nearly worn away
by the lips of worshippers. In reality it is an anci ent pagan
statue. Personal exam nation reveals that the synbolic keys
(Matt. 16:19) have been added at a |l ater date.

Besi des TIMES, the Greeks observed special days in honor of
the dead. "The rites took place on the ... unlucky DAYS
acconpani ed by conpl ete idl eness and cessati on of busi ness”
(Webster's Rest Days, p. 79).

During the MONTHS of the year, festivals were held in honor
of the Greek gods, Apollo [April, COctober], Zeus [February,
June], Artenmas [April], Bacchus [January]. (Encycl opedia
Americana, article "Festival.")

Al so certain YEARS were set aside quadrennially and
bi ennially during which were national idolatrous feasts and the
celebration of the Aynpic and Pythi an ganes.

4. Did Paul say these pagan days and seasons they had
observed before they knew God had put themin "bondage"? Gal
4: 8- 10.

5. Did Paul warn the Church of God in Col ossae about false
teachers? Col. 2:4, 8. Were these false mnisters teaching the
ways -- the rudinents and traditions -- of the world? Verse 8.
Were they teaching the worship of angels? Verse 18. Did they
advocat e ordi nances of asceticisn? Verses 20-22.

6. Aren't all these fal se teachings to perish since they are
only the comuandnents of nen? Verse 22

7. Wre the false mnisters of Col ossae criticizing God's
peopl e for keeping H's Holy Days? Verse 16. But didn't Paul say
NO MAN shoul d judge true Christians for keeping God' s days,

i ncludi ng the weekly Sabbat h? Sanme verse.
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COMMENT: Col ossians 2:14-16 is a clear proof that Christians
today should keep God's Holy Days regardl ess of what nen m ght
say. Men are not our Judge. Cod is!

Baal i sm " CHRI STened" by Roman Church

Let's understand who is responsible for accepting the rites
and practices, the custons and traditions, the pagan holidays and
festivals of Ninrod into nodern Christianity.

1. Were nmen creeping into the true church in the tinme of
Jude -- nen who were turning the grace of God into
"l asci vi ousness" -- license to disobey God? Jude 4.

2. Had sone in Perganos accepted the doctrine of the
Ni col ai tanes? Rev. 2:15. Were the false mnisters of Satan
organi zed into a church or synagogue? Verse 9. Did sone in
Per ganos adopt the doctrine of Bal aan? Verse 14.

PHOTO CAPTION: ST. PETER S BASILICA -- Headquarters of this
worl d's religious holidays.

COMVENT: The doctrine of Bal aam was a doctrine of COVPROM SE
wi th pagani sm Read about it in Nunbers 25. Notice there how the
I sraelites conprom sed by attending the worship service of the
M di ani tes who wor shi pped Baal - Peor

3. Did Christians of Thyatira follow this thenme of
conprom se and allow a "woman, " whose character was |ike that of
Jezebel, to conmit sin in their mdst? Rev. 2:20.

4. Wo is this nodern Jezebel? Isn't the great fal se church
pictured as a woman? Rev. 17:1-2, 5. Didn't Jezebel have children
-- nore than one? Rev. 2:23. Conpare Isa. 47:8-9 with Rev.

18: 7-8. These are daughter churches who came out of Rone
PROTESTI NG but still have the character of their nother

5. Was it not the Roman Catholic Church which conprom sed
wi th the paganismof the old world and adopted it as "Christian?"
Read the answer in the comment bel ow

COMMENT: Notice the testinony of Walter Johnson, British
archeologist: "... by the edict of Theodosius (A . D. 392), pagan
shrines were to be dedicated as Christian churches. Later, the
edi ct of Honorius (A.D. 408) definitely forbad the denolition of
heat hen tenples ...." Johnson continues, "Again, pagan festivals
were converted into Christian holy days [holidays]. The yul etide
merrymaki ngs in honor of Thor -- revels which have al so been
connected by sonme witers equally with the gods Adonis, Dionysus,
and Mthra -- becane the festival celebration of the birth of
Christ .... Thus, by the retention of holy oaks, of idolatrous
feasts, of pagan synbols and cerenoni es, of the heathen nanes for
t he days of the week, the new religion gained entrance.”

Johnson concludes: "Christian and pagan i deas were bl ended.
Following ... the only practical nmethod -- that of peacefu
permeation -- the church often retained the fornms of heat hen
cerenonies, while actually investing these with new neani ngs"
("Byways In British Archaeol ogy", by Walter Johnson, pages 25,
27).

6. Were these adopted pagan holi days and cerenoni es passed
on to the "protesting" daughters of the Roman Church -- the
Protestant Churches? See comment for the answer.

COMMENT: Webster, in "Rest Days", p. 306 wites, "... the
feast of All Souls in Novenber is a continuation of an old
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heat hen feast of the dead; and that the Nativity of Christ

hi nsel f was assigned to the winter solstice in Decenber because
that day was deened the Nativity of the Sun .... Many of the holy
days in the religious cal endar of Christendom were BORRONED, as
is well known, FROM THE FESTI VALS CF anci ent PAGANI SM "

The holidays of this world are inseparably |inked to the
worship of Ninrod -- and N nrod worship to SUNDAY OBSERVANCE. And
all have been inspired by Satan the Devil!

Al'l these doctrines are espoused and promnul gated by the
Roman Cat holic Church and her "protestant” daughter churches!

God plainly shows that anyone who accepts and observes these
pagan holidays has |inked hinself to Satan's Babyl oni sh system
and has accepted its "MARK"

Puni shrrent for Conprom sel

1. What does God say will befall those who follow the way of
Babyl on and worshi p according to this ancient pagan nystery
systenf? Rev. 18:1-8.

2. Who is her Judge? Verse 8. WII| she receive double
puni shrent for her iniquities -- the doctrines of |aw essness --
she has conm tted? Verses 5-6.

3. What is God's comand to those who have not yet forsaken
her pagan ways? Verse 4.

4. WIIl the apostles who fought her pernicious lies and the
prophets who | anented her w cked sins, rejoice when this nother
of paganismis destroyed? Verse 20.

VWhat About You?

WIIl you be a partaker of God's plagues upon nodern Babyl on?
(Rev. 18:4.) Are you still partaking of her sins -- conprom sing
by keeping this world's holidays?

The factual material from ancient and nodern history, from
archaeol ogy and fromthe Bible, all prove that the VERY SAME
PAGAN RI TES WORSHI PPED BY TH S WORLD ARE THOSE WHI CH HAVE BEEN
PERPETUATED SI NCE THE TI ME OF NI MROD!

The churches of this world shanel essly admt they have
adopt ed pagan days -- and God Al m ghty CONDEMNS their rites and
custons in His Holy Wbrd.

Does it make a difference? Does it really matter what days
you observe? It certainly does!

It makes ALL the difference in the world -- to GODI And He
is the one who will JUDGE us and reward us according to our
"wor ks"!

VWhat about it? What about you? What days are you going to
observe, and keep? What CHOCE wi |l you make?

God has put the decision to you, just as He did to Israel in
the days of Elijah. "How |l ong halt ye between two opinions? If
the Lord be God, follow Hm but if Baal, then follow hini (I
Ki ngs 18:21). The answer is up to you!



