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This world's nmonarchs sit in dignity and spl endor
surrounded by counsel ors and servants. Queen Elizabeth Il is the

present monarch of Great Britain, Scotland and Ireland. The
throne to which she has fallen heir is actually the ancient

throne of David, which Jesus Christ will inherit when He returns
(Luke 1:32). Wen that throne has once again been restored to
Jerusalem He will, together with the resurrected saints,

adm ni ster the government of the earth fromit. This |esson
reveals HONwe can prepare NONto be one of those ruling saints.

YOU VWERE BORN TO RULE!

You were born for a PURPCSE! But do you know what that
pur pose is?

Are you sure?

You need to see the MAGNI TUDE of CGod's great and wonderfu
pur pose for your existence. You need to understand the fantastic
future God has in store for youl!

Born to Be a King

In 1948, Queen Elizabeth gave birth to her first son
Everyone in Britain knew that her son was born to be a ruler
They knew he was destined to beconme a king. Frombirth he has
recei ved the necessary training and education to prepare himto
beconme the KING of Engl and.

But if someone were to tell you that YOU were born with the
potential to be a king -- and a RULING king at that -- you'd al so
probably expect himto tell you that he, hinmself, is Napol eon
But incredible as it may sound, you were born for that purpose.
Yes, just as surely as Prince Charles was born to beconme the King
of Engl and, you WERE BORE TO RULE!

Born Into God's Ruling Famly

Just as surely as Prince Charles was born into the ruling
famly of England, you have the fabul ous opportunity of being
born into the universe-ruling Fam |y of GCod!

In Revelation 21:7, the Apostle John was inspired by Jesus
Christ to wite about nman's destiny: "He that overcomneth shal
INHERI T ALL THINGS; and | will be his God, and he SHALL BE MY
SON. "

Your Bible plainly reveals the purpose for your life. Let's
noti ce what the Apostle Paul wote to the Ronmans about this
fantastic destiny: "The Spirit itself beareth witness with our
spirit, that we are the CH LDREN of God: And if children, then
heirs; heirs of God, and JONT-HEIRS WTH CHRI ST ..." (Rom
8:16-17).
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But what will we "co-inherit" with Jesus Christ? The Bible
shows we will inherit "ALL THINGS" (Rev. 21:7) with Christ, if we
beconme the begotten children of God! Notice it further

In the introduction of his letter to the Hebrews, the
Apostl e Paul wote concerning Jesus Christ who was sent to this

earth with the nmessage of CGod's comng Kingdom "God ... hath in
t hese | ast days spoken unto us by His Son, whom He hath appoi nted
HEIR OF ALL THINGS ..." (Hebrews 1:1-2).

PHOTO CAPTI ON: BORN TO RULE -- Prince Charles kneels as his

nmot her, Queen Elizabeth Il, crowns himPrince of Wal es. Prince
Charles is next inline to sit on the English throne. Since birth
he has been trained to becone the King of England.

The Moffatt translation clearly renders the phrase "heir of
all things" as "HEIR OF THE UN VERSE"
Think of it! W can eventually becone the born Sons of God's

Divine Family -- to rule and reign with Jesus Christ over the
ENTI RE UNI VERSE
VWhat a fantastic inheritance -- a far greater inheritance

than that of any earthly king!
Festivals Reveal How to Becone a Rul er

Just as Prince Charles has been TRAINED for his future
position of rulership, we nust also TRAIN for our future
positions of rulership in the ruling Fanmly of God. To make this
fact plain, and to keep God's goal for us uppernost in our mnds,
God ordained certain festivals for us to keep ANNUALLY.

These festivals give us the outline of God's Master Pl an of
Sal vation. They actually show us how we can becone nenbers of the
very Family of God -- co-rulers of this earth and of the entire
uni verse with Jesus Chri st!

Let's briefly review the neaning of God's Holy Days to be
sure we under st and.

The first feast nmentioned in Leviticus 23 is not an annua
feast, but a WEEKLY FEAST -- the weekly Sabbath -- the seventh
day of the week (verses 2-3). God the Father wants us to be
constantly rem nded of the fact that He is the Creator and
Sustai ner of H's universe. Therefore, He gave mankind H s Sabbath
Day.

God ordai ned that we should rest and worship H mon the
Sabbat h, acknow edging HHmas our Creator and Ruler. It is only
t hose who do acknow edge, obey and worship God as their Suprene
Ruler, that will receive co-rulership of the universe with His
Son!

The weekly cycle itself reveals the basic outline of God's
Plan. The first six days are given to man, but the seventh day is
HOLY tine set aside for God. In the same manner, the first 6,000
years of human history have been given to nan to | earn how
wretched his own way of life w thout God has been, and that it
ends in DEATH (Prov. 14:12; 16:25). And the last 1,000 years will
be given to Jesus Christ to prove to mankind that God's way is
best after all! (Rev. 20:4.)

Now let's get down to the specifies of God' s purpose for
manki nd, as reveal ed through H's festivals.

The First Step



The Bible reveals that Christ's DEATH i s the beginning --
the very first event, or step, in God's Geat Plan for the
sal vation of all mankind.

Jesus Christ canme to die for our sins so that we, if we
repent and accept His sacrifice, may stand bl anel ess before God
the Father. Jesus al so becane the FIRSTBORN from anong the dead
-- the first conpleted, perfected, spiritual Son of God (Rom
8:29).

The PASSOVER, the first of God's annual festivals, pictures
the sacrifice of Christ. Jesus commanded that it be observed year
by year, with the new synbols of unleavened bread and wi ne, so we
will never forget Hi s great sacrifice for us (Luke 22:19-20).

It is only through the sacrifice of Christ that our sins can
be blotted out and the death penalty renoved. There is no other
way to start on the road to salvation (Acts 4:10-12).

But this world -- because of its rebellion against God and
its observance of counterfeit pagan holidays -- has | ost sight of
the real neaning of Christ's sacrifice. It has, instead,
substituted Easter, supposedly in honor of Hi's resurrection -- an
event the Bi ble nowhere conmands us to cel ebrate. Yet the world
even has the resurrection on the wong day -- Sunday!

And because professing Christians have al so refused to
recogni ze and observe the Days of Unl eavened Bread, they have
fal sely assunmed that Jesus Christ kept the Conmandnents FOR us.
They fal sely assune that at Christ's death the Ten Conmandnents
were "nailed to the cross" -- were done away -- and no | onger
need to be kept today!

If the churches were to keep the Days of Unl eavened Bread as
did the Apostle Paul and the early New Testament Church of God (I
Cor. 5:7-8), they would know that sin is STILL the transgression
of GOD'S LAW (I John 3:4), and that we nmust PUT SIN OQUT OF OQUR
LI VES!

Your Bible shows that we are to BECOVE perfect (Matt. 5:48).
We are to do this by constantly putting sin out of our lives. God
rem nds us of this process annually by having us put LEAVEN -- a
type of sin -- out of our homes for seven days.

Only Begotten Sons Now

God the Father is nowin the process of creating Sons --
children to be born into Hs own Famly. He is acconplishing this
m racul ous creation through the power of His Holy Spirit.

But this creation is going on only in those who have
recei ved the BEGETTAL of His Spirit! The Day of Pentecost
pictures this phase of God's Pl an.

PHOTO CAPTI ON:  TEMPORARY RULERS -- Many of these world | eaders
who attended the funeral of former German Chancel | or Konrad
Adenauer in 1967 are no longer in power. Their influence |asted
only as long as their individual countries retained them But
once you become a Son of God, you will have a part in ruling not
only the earth, but also the vast reaches of the linmtless

uni verse forever

After our begettal by the Holy Spirit, which we receive
after repentance and baptism (Acts 2:38), we then have the
presence of ETERNAL LIFE -- God life -- through God's Spirit, but
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we are not yet immortal spirit beings. W are nerely the
spiritual ly BEGOTTEN Sons of God!

If God's Spirit continues to dwell in us until death, or
until Christ cones (if we remain alive), God will give us
imortality at the resurrection BY HS SPIRIT (Rom 8:11; | Cor.
15:49-53). Qur physical, nortal bodies will then be changed into
gl orious, SPIRI TUAL | MMORTAL bodies. W will then becone the
Spirit-born Sons of God. W will be LIKE HM (1 John 3:1-2.)

But as a physical fetus must grow to be born physically, so
the spirit-begotten Christian nmust GRONin grace and in the
know edge of Christ (Il Peter 3:18) before he can be born
SPI RI TUALLY. He nmust, with the help of God's Spirit, resist and
overconme his human nature, and the sinful pulls of the world and
the devil. He nust grow and develop in spiritual CHARACTER during
his lifetine in order to be BORN into the ruling Kingdom of God!

The begotten Christian nmust gradually, continually, devel op
the divine, SPIRITUAL character of love, faith, patience,
gentl eness, humlity, Kkindness, tenperance -- just as the
physi cal fetus gradually devel ops one by one the physical organs,
features and characteristics of a human being before it is
finally born into the human famly.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: DI CTATOR HI TLER -- The forner totalitarian

di ctator of Nazi Germany inspects the guard of honor outside the
Rei chstag. Sone who do not fully understand the governnent God
will establish on earth -- which will be governnent fromthe top
down -- erroneously conpare it with the reign of terror of such
dictators. The free booklet, "The Wonderful World Tonorrow --
VWhat It WII Be Like", explains how God's world-ruling government
will function to bring lasting world peace.

Then, at Christ's comng, the Spirit-begotten children of
God shall be instantaneously BORN of God as Jesus was! It is then
that we, as the "Firstfruits" of God -- pictured by the Day of
Pentecost -- will have the opportunity of bringing the sane
salvation to all the world as we rule during the MIIennium

To Rule Wth Christ
The Feast of Trunpets points to the next event in God's

Geat Plan. It pictures the nowinmnent return of Jesus Chri st
to save this sick and dying world from annihil ation.

At H's return, the dead in Christ -- those who had been
begotten and led by God's Holy Spirit (Rom 8:11-14) -- will be
RESURRECTED and made | MMORTAL -- including the prophets of old

(Luke 13:28). Those Spirit-begotten Sons who are alive when
Christ returns shall be instantaneously CHANGED fromnortality to
imortality (I Cor. 15:50-54); and, together with those
resurrected, shall rise to neet the descending, glorified Christ
inthe air (I Thess. 4:17).

These newly born-again, imortal Sons of God shall then
descend WTH CHRI ST out of the clouds to stand on the Munt of
Aives (Zech. 14:4-5), and to begin RULING the nations WTH
CHRI ST! (Dan. 7:22; Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21.)

The New Wrl d Gover nnent

Now notice briefly how Christ's new world-ruling Government,
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i n which you can have a part, wll function.

It will NOT be a Denpcracy. It will NOT be Socialism
Communi sm or Nazism It will not be human Mnarchy, digarchy,
or Plutocracy. It will not be MAN s government over man. Man has
PROVEN his utter incapability of ruling hinself!

It will be DIVINE Governnent -- the Government of God! It
wi || NOT be governnent fromthe bottom up. The people will not
VOTE their rulers into office. It will NOT be governnent of or by
the people -- but it will be governnent FOR the people! It wll
be government fromthe TOP (God Al m ghty) DO

There will be no tine wasted in el ection canpai gns. No
$100- per - pl ate canpai gn fund-raising dinners. No dirty,
mud- sl inging political canpaigns in which each candi date attenpts
to put hinself forward in the nost favorable |ight -- defam ng,
denounci ng and discrediting his opponents in his lust for power.

There will be TWD ki nds of beings on earth in the MIIennium
-- nortal human beings, and i Mmortal Sons of God. But no HUMVAN
wi Il be given any top governmental office. ALL high-level rulers
will then be divine spirit beings in the Famly -- the Kingdom --
of GOD!I' And all officials will be appointed by the Divine Christ.

Renenber, God is the great God of Love who G VES -- who
rules with outgoing concern for the ruled. Hi s government wll be
for the H GHEST GOOD of the people! Therefore, those who have
qualified in this life will be placed in all offices of great
responsi bility and power.

Sone resurrected saints will rule over ten cities, sone over
five (Luke 19:17-19). Chapters 2 and 3 of the book of Revel ation
explain nore about the future rulership of this earth which
Christ has promi sed H s Elect.

Think of it -- you have the opportunity to be one of those
ruling saints!

VWorl d Decei ver Renpved

We have just seen how Christ will suddenly intervene in this
world's affairs to set up Hs Father's perfect government.

But what about Satan the Devil ? What will happen to hin?

The fifth Annual Sabbath -- the Day of Atonenent -- reveals
the answer. It pictures Christ deposing Satan from his present
position as world ruler, and renoving himto a place conpletely

away and apart from mankind. The Devil is to be bound, no | onger
able to deceive the nations for ONE THOUSAND YEARS! (Rev.
20:1-2.)

Most professing Christians today do not understand that
Sat an has decei ved THE WVHOLE WORLD! (Rev. 12:9.) Many are not
really aware of Satan's existence, and that he is the "god" they
have been worshipping -- the "god of this world" (Il Cor. 4:4;
11:13-15).

It is at this point in God's Plan that the scal es of
blindness will fall fromthe eyes of all mankind. People will
then realize just how deceived they have been. They will begin to
have their chance to understand God's Pl an, and QUALIFY for
RULERSH P in H's dorious Fam|y!

Wth Satan chai ned, his six-thousand-year reign over this
earth will come to an abrupt end. Then CGod's 1, 000-year
Sabbatical reign will begin. This 1,000-year period of worldw de
peace and harnony is pictured by the Feast of Tabernacles. During
this mllennial period the earth will experience the bountiful
bl essi ngs of obedi ence to God's perfect governnent.

But what about all those billions who have lived and died
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since the time of Adam w t hout know ng anythi ng about God's way
of life? What about many of your own friends and rel atives who
have not understood this precious truth?

All WIIl Learn to Rule!

God will give every man, woman and child who has ever |ived
a chance to learn H's Truth -- a chance to qualify for rulership
-- a chance to beconme H's Spirit-born Son! God is " not
willing that any shoul d perish, but that all should cone to
repentance” (Il Peter 3:9).

PHOTO CAPTI ON: ALL TO UNDERSTAND -- This crowd of people in India
is synbolic of the billions of earth's inhabitants who have died
not knowi ng God's truth. They will have their chance to
understand during the 100-year period i nmediately foll ow ng
Christ's mllennial rule.

Qur kind and | oving Father has planned to set aside 100
years at the very end of H s 7,000-year plan, during which those
who have never known about H' S WAY of life will have their chance
for salvation and rulership. This period is pictured by the Last
Great Day imediately foll owi ng the Feast of Tabernacl es.

During this tinme of judgment, the vast majority of mankind
who have lived and died since the tine of Adamw Il be
resurrected to nortal life to receive their first and only
opportunity for salvation. After a full 100 years, those who will
have refused to keep God's Law will be condemmed to eternal death
in the Lake of Fire (lsa. 65:20; Rev. 20:15). Al others wll
have beconme Spirit-born Sons of God, having received imortality
and gl ory.

But think of it! You -- as a SPIRI T-BORN RULER -- will have
the opportunity to show your friends and rel atives who died
wi t hout havi ng known God's Truth, HOWto becone nmenbers of the
ruling Famly of God!

Yes, because God has chosen to open your eyes to Hi s \Vay
NOW YQU can very soon becone a part of God's Family. You'll have
the privilege of ruling and teaching with Christ for 1,000 years
during the MIIlennium and then hel ping your friends and
rel atives during the 100-year period following the MIIenium --
and finally helping to rule the ENTIRE UNI VERSE FOR ALL ETERN TY!

This is the very purpose for your existence. This is why YOU were
born! Qur limted, nortal mnds just cannot fully conprehend this
awesome calling. It dwarfs human inmagi nati on! And yet God reveal s
this to be our destiny.

Let's study that purpose nore closely.

Be sure your Bible is before you so you can turn to every
scripture. Only then can you conprehend the REAL meani ng of CGod's
pur pose for your life.

LESSON 41
Man Created in God' s |nmage

Man is not just another "animal" as evolutionists would have
us believe. The very first chapter of the Bible reveals the
overwhel m ng DI FFERENCE between ani mal s and hunman beings. Let's
under st and.
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1. After what "kind" were the animls created? Gen. 1:20-25.

COMMENT: These verses plainly say, without interpretation,
that God created fish after their particular KIND, birds after
their particular kind, and cattle after the cattle kind. Each
KIND may have varieties, but the Eternal Creator says in Genesis
that He created all creatures to reproduce after THEIR OMWN
" KI ND" !

2. But what about man? Was he created after the ani mal kind?
After what "inmage" and "likeness"™ WAS man created? Gen. 1:26-27.

COMMENT: Man was created in GOD S |i keness! These scriptures
refute the THECRY that nman is the highest of the aninals,
evolving fromlower mammals. They say God CREATED man after Hi s
own "image" and "likeness"!

VWhat ever God is LIKE, He nade man LIKE Hm-- sane form and
shape. In Hs LIKENESS -- after H S KIND!

Only a very few have understood this precious truth in our
deceived world today, but this revelation affirms CGod is
reproducing Hinself after His KINDI Qur destiny is to become the
literal CH LDREN of God -- nenbers of His own Divine Famly!

3. Even though man is made in the |ikeness of God, are both
now conposed of the sane type of "material"? What is God conposed

of -- Spirit? John 4:24. But what is man conposed of -- nere
matter? Gen. 2:7.
COMMENT: Man does not HAVE a soul -- man IS a soul (Gen.

2:7), made of matter fromthe ground. In other words, the soul is
made of MATTER that CAN DIE (Ezek. 18:4, 20), in spite of Satan's
lies to the contrary (Gen. 3:4) which a deceived "traditiona
Christianity"” has gullibly believed and borrowed fromthe pagan
religions.

In 1 Corinthians 15:46 we read: "Howbeit that was not first
which is spiritual, but that which is NATURAL; and AFTERWARD t hat
which is spiritual. The first man (Adam) is OF THE EARTH, EARTHY:
the second man (Christ) is the Lord fromheaven .... And as we
(speaki ng of converted, spirit-begotten Christians) have borne
the i mage of THE EARTHY, we shall also (by the resurrection) bear
the i mage of the heavenly" (verses 46-49).

Clearly, man is not an animal! Unlike the dunmb brutes, man
has the potential to becone God! But what is God?

God Is a Divine "Fam |y"

Did you notice in Genesis 1:26 that God said, "Let us ... "?

Not "Let ME." But "Let us make man in OUR i mage, after OUR
i keness. "

Wy the "us,"” the "our"? Wiy the PLURAL forn? Turn to the
very beginning of the Bible. The first words in all the Bible
are:

"I'n the begi nning GOD created the heaven and the earth"
(Cenesis 1:1).

The original Hebrew word for "God" in Genesis 1:1, and
t hr oughout the account of creation, is ELOHM which actually
means MORE THAN ONE! It is the plural formof the Hebrew word EL,
or ELQOAH, which can be correctly translated as "M ghty One." The
plural form as used in your Bible, neans "The M ghty ONES" --
MORE t han just one person.

El ohimis a UNI PLURAL noun, such as "church,” or "famly,"
or "kingdom" which stands for a SINGE CLASS conposed of TWD OR
MORE i ndi viduals. Elohim then, neans the "God KINGDOM " or "God
FAM LY. "

And so "God" is not nmerely one person -- GOD IS A FAMLY!



8

GOD IS ALSO A KINGDOM -- the Supreme Divine Ki ngdom which created
and RULES the entire universe!

The ONE GCD -- "Elohint -- the ONE DIVINE FAMLY -- HAS A
HEAD. He is the One called the Father. He IS God. Wth Hm in
t he begi nning, was the second nenber of the Godhead -- the "Wrd"
or "Spokesman" (John 1:1-3) who becane Jesus Christ. He also is
God. And by a resurrection fromthe dead, Jesus became the Divine
Son of the Father (Rom 1:4).

The CGospel Jesus brought to mankind is sinply the good news
of the KINGDOM OF GOD -- and that Kingdomis God. And, incredible
as it may sound, Jesus taught that humans can be born into the
RULI NG FAM LY, or KINGDOM of God!

God WII Increase H s Famly!

Presently there are ONLY two nmenbers in the God Famly --
God the Father and Jesus Christ the Son. But God plans to
increase His Fam |ly! Let's notice this marvelous truth in the
Bi bl e:

1. Does CGod plainly showit is H's purpose to increase H s
Divine Family by having MANY nore sons born into it? Heb. 2:10.
Isn't Jesus Christ only the firstborn of MANY sons of God? Rom
8: 29.

2. Is it God's "good pleasure" to add to H' s Fam |ly? Eph
1: 6. The word translated "adoption" here should be "sonship,"
according to the original Greek. Doesn't Luke 12:32 al so show us
that God wants to share H s Kingdomw th ot hers?

COWMMENT: Billions upon billions of human bei ngs have been
born on this earth, but none of them (except Christ) are yet on
God's level of existence -- the God Plane. Yet this is the very

| evel of existence He wants to SHARE wi th us!

PHOTO CAPTI ON: | NSTI NCT AT WORK -- This young calf has been able
to walk on its own since birth because aninmals are born with
instinct -- their brains have been programed to do what is
necessary for each kind frombirth. But man is entirely
different. He is born with a potential far above the ani nal

ki ngdom Unli ke the aninmals, a human nust be taught everything
frombirth because man was created in the "likeness" of Cod --
offer the God kind -- with a mnd that nmust devel op and grow both
physically and spiritually.

God the Father has planned a large famly with which He can
share the joys of acconplishment. He wants a famly of H's own
upon whom He can lavish H's love -- a famly that will joyfully
return that |ove through obedience to H m

3. Does God want us to set the goal of entering H's D vine
Famly -- the Kingdomof God -- far above all of the physica
pursuits of this world? Matt. 6:33 -- note the word FIRST. Is the
Ki ngdom of CGod like a precious treasure in a field -- a treasure
so precious that a man will give up everything he has to obtain
it? Matt. 13:44.

COMMENT: God shows us that we nust be willing to give up our
own way to becone a part of His Qorious Famly. Yet He al so
shows us that being in Hs Family will be far nore wonderful than
anyt hing we can experience in this life!

4. WIIl even the "least" person born into the Famly of God
be greater than John the Baptist? Luke 7:28.
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COMMENT: Jesus Christ said that John the Baptist was the
greatest prophet born of wonen. Yet even the person of |east
authority in the Family of God will be greater than he was. Wat
trenendous powers we have been prom sed!

5. Does God want any of mankind to m ss out on the wonderful
opportunity of becoming a part of Hs Famly? Il Peter 3:9.

COMMENT: God does not want anyone to fail in beconming a
menber of Hs Famly. "He is not willing that any should perish.”
Yet, because sonme few w |l refuse to obey, they will perish --
not because God wants themto, but because they have CHOSEN t he
wrong way -- the way of willfull rebellion against God which ends
in DEATH (Rom 6:23.)

6. What will happen to those who continue to break God's
commandnents? Matt. 13: 24-30 and Rev. 21:8.

COMMENT: The "man" in this parable is God. The eneny is
Satan. The tares are those who continue to be disobedient to
God's Law. These "tares" -- those who refuse to obey God -- wll
be destroyed by an all-consuming fire that will acconpany the end
of God's plan of salvation

7. What will these wi cked peopl e becone? Mal. 4:3.

8. Does the Apostle Paul also verify what is to happen to
t hose who, knowi ng the truth, WLLFULLY refuse to obey God? Heb
10: 26-27. Wn't the time of God's final judgnment upon
incorrigible sinners burn up all the wi cked and their works? |
Pet. 3:10; Mal. 4:1 and Rev. 20:15.

COMMENT: The Apostle Paul exhorts, "Werefore we" -- those
of us who are striving to enter the Kingdomof God -- "receiving
a ki ngdom (the Ki ngdom of God) which cannot be noved, |et us have
grace (or hold fast) whereby (that) we may serve God acceptably
with reverence and godly fear: For our God is a consunming fire"
(Heb. 12:28-29).

Those who will have been born again at the conpletion of
God's Plan for mankind will be imortal -- fire can't hurt them
God will then carry out His final righteous judgnent upon all the
i ncorrigible wicked by consum ng themand their works in a
worl dwide fire -- called in Bible term nology the "Lake of Fire"

Co-Heirs and RULERS Wth Jesus Chri st

1. Has God the Father appointed Jesus Christ to be the heir
of the entire universe? Heb. 1:2.

COMMENT: Notice again how the Mffatt translation renders
"all things" in Hebrews 1:2: "... but in these days at the end He
has spoken to us by a Son -- a Son whom He has appoi nted heir of
THE UNI VERSE ..."!

2. Does David also nention that Christ has been made the
heir to a fantastic amount of wealth? Ps. 2:7-8. WII all the
nations of the earth be ruled by Christ? Verse 9 and Rev. 19:15.

3. WIIl the entire governnent of this world be Christ's
responsibility? Isa. 9:6. WII there ever be an end to the
i ncrease of Hi s glorious governnent? Verse 7.

4. WII Christ inherit and rule this earth and the vast
universe alone? O will there be COHEIRS with HHmto share this
great inheritance and responsibility? Rom 8:16-17 and Rev.
2:26-27; 21:7.

COMMENT: W -- if we have repented, been baptized, and
received God's Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38) -- are the begotten
"children" of God. W are the HEIRS -- JONT-HEIRS wi th Jesus
Christ to inherit everything! Can your mnd grasp the MAGN TUDE
of these sure prom ses of God?
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5. In preparation for this awesone responsibility, will the
saints first rule and reign over the nations with Christ during
the MIIenniunf Rev. 20:4.

6. WIl we just suddenly becone qualified to rule by being
born as the Sons of God? O does the Apostle Paul show that we
will have to first LEARN to rule and judge in THI S LIFE? | Cor.
6:1- 3.

COMMENT: Each one of us can have the trenmendous opportunity
torule and reign with Jesus Christ in the Kingdomof God. But we
must PREPARE for that responsibility Now Let's notice how

Abraham Qualified to Rule

Look at the exanple of Abraham By believing God -- having
the FAITH to step out and ACT on the Wrd of God -- Abraham has
ALREADY QUALI FIED to receive a high position of rulership when
born into God's suprene, universe-ruling Kingdom Let's
under st and what Abraham s exanple has to do with us.

1. What does the Bible say about Abrahamis faith in God?
James 2:23. What suprene test of faith did God require of hin®
Verse 21.

COMMENT: Abrahamwas willing to sacrifice his ONLY son,
knowi ng that only through this son could God's prom ses to him be
fulfilled. Abraham obeyed without question.

Bef ore anyone can be allowed to govern others, God nust know
that he hinself will be governed. God wants each one of us to
have t he same unquesti oni ng obedi ence that was denonstrated by
ri ght eous Abraham

2. But even before Abrahanis supreme test -- the conmanded
sacrifice of Isaac -- he proved that he would be obedient. Did he
show by his actions that he was willing to G VE UP his old ways,
customns, surroundings -- to do whatever God m ght require? Gen.
12:1 and the first ten words of verse 4. Note the word DEPARTED
in verse 4.

COMMENT: DEPARTURE was the pattern of Abrahamis entire life.
Abr aham "departed” fromhis old ways. He yielded hinself to his
Creator, gave up his own way, and kept all of God's comrandnents
(Read Gen. 26:5).

3. How do we know that Abraham as well as Isaac and Jacob,
will be in the Kingdom of God? Luke 13:28 and Heb. 11:8-9.

COMMENT: The Bi ble shows they definitely will be born into
t he Kingdom of God at Christ's second com ng. Their obedience is
an exanple of the subm ssion God requires of us today!

4. Because of Abrahami s surrendered attitude, God gave him
an insight into the future. Did God reveal that there was to be a
magni ficent city on earth in the future? Heb. 11:10. Wat city
will this be? Rev. 21:2, 10-14.

COMMVENT:  Abr aham was | ooking forward with great anticipation
and confidence to being in the heavenly Jerusalem which wll
descend to and remain forever on this earth. W, too, can share
inthis great reward -- if we will accept the sacrifice of Christ
as paynment for our past sins, and begin to wal k in newness of
life by learning to SUBMT to God's rule IN TH S LI FE!

Submit to God's Authority

Because of Abraham s submission to God, he will be in God's
Kingdomto rule with Christ. We, if we foll ow Abrahani s exanpl e,
can also qualify to rule and reign under Jesus Christ.

Noti ce what the Apostle Paul was inspired to say regarding
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our submi ssion to Cod.

1. Does Paul plainly teach that we MJST yield ourselves to
GOD when we becone Christians? Rom 6:12-15. And does he show
there is also another force extant in the world that we could
beconme subject to, if we're not careful ? Verses 13, 16.

COMMENT: It is inportant "to WHOM' we yield ourselves. If we

yield to sin and unrighteousness -- the way of the "god of this
world" -- Satan (Il Cor. 4:4) -- we'll die eternal death (Rom
6:23). But if we yield ourselves to God, we will inherit eterna
life.

2. Therefore, shouldn't we become as teachable in God' s ways
as a "little child"? Matt. 18:3-4.

3. Al little children should receive loving correction from
their parents when they do wong. God the Father also corrects
H's Spirit-begotten children -- not out of hatred, but in LOVE
Are we to accept that correction when it comes? Heb. 12:6-7.

4. What will be the result if we willingly accept God's
correction? Heb. 12:9-11. Notice the last part of each of these
ver ses.

COMVENT: Correction fromCGod is ALWAYS for our own GOCD --
for our |earning and devel opment of Godly character. If taken in
the right attitude, God's chastisenment will lead to eternal life!

5. Didn't even Jesus Christ -- the Savior of mankind --
LEARN obedi ence by the things He suffered in the flesh? Heb. 5:8.

COMVENT: Jesus Christ, who lived a sinless |ife, was never
chastised by H's Father for sin. But Jesus was able to |l earn
val uabl e | essons i n obedi ence by the things He SUFFERED, or
experi enced, while a human being on this earth.

Christ is our living EXAMPLE (I Peter 2:21). Therefore, we
al so need to be |l earning obedience by the daily trials and tests
we encounter in our Christian |ives!

Baptism -- Synbol of Subm ssion

1. Wien Philip went down into the city of Samaria to preach
t he Gospel of the Kingdom what did the people DO to show their
belief in the Gospel, and their desire to obey God? Acts 8:12.

COMMVENT: Baptism pictures our willingness to submt to God's
Law and live a totally new life. Notice how

2. How does the Apostle Paul describe baptisn? Read and
study carefully Romans 6: 3-7.

COMMENT: Bapti sm SYMBOLI CALLY pi ctures the death, burial and
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

But it is also a DUAL picture, as many things in God's Plan
are dual. Baptismalso pictures the crucifixion of our old sinful
self (verses 6-7). And our com ng up out of this watery grave
pi ctures a CHANGED person -- "resurrected” to a new, righteous,
spiritual life dedicated to God (verses 4, 13).

Wat er baptismis the ordi nance commanded by Christ by which

we express our FAITH in H mas our Savior -- our acceptance of
H s death, burial and resurrection. It is also an outward synbol
of our repentance of our old sinful, disobedient Iife -- our

conpl ete departure fromour old sinful way of |iving.

3. Once we have truly repented, been baptized, and received
CGod's Spirit, do we automatically becone part of a "body"? I Cor.
12:13. What body is Paul talking about? Verse 27 and Eph
1: 22-23. Be sure to read all of | Corinthians 12.

COWMMENT: In | Corinthians 12, the Apostle Paul has drawn an
anal ogy between the human body and God's Church. We cannot becone
a part of the body of Christ -- the Church of God -- by sinply
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maki ng a decision to "attend" a church service. The stanp of a
menber of God's true Church is the Holy Spirit. Those who have
not received the Holy Spirit are sinply not a part of the body of
Christ -- they are not real Christians! (Rom 8:9.)

God's Church Nourishes H's Children

Jesus Christ promised to build His Church (Matt. 16:18). He
kept that promise. Now |let's understand why He built H's Church.

1. What are we commanded to do once we becone
Spirit-begotten Christians? Il Peter 3:18.

COMMENT: Once we have repented and have received God's
Spirit, we are not yet spirit-born divine beings. The divine life
has nmerely been BEGOTTEN in us. This spiritual life starts as a
very small "seed." So far as spiritual KNOALEDGE, and devel oped
spiritual CHARACTER goes, there is not nmuch, as yet.

Therefore, in order to grow spiritually, we nust be fed and
nouri shed on SPIRI TUAL food. This we receive fromthe BIBLE. But
we al so absorb this spiritual know edge and character through
personal, intimate, daily contact with God through PRAYER, and
through Christian fellowship with God's children in Hi s Church.

2. Gowing requires feeding. What did Christ comm ssion H s
mnisters to do? John 21:15-17 and Matt. 28:19-20. What is CGod's
Church to do for its Spirit-begotten nmenbers? Eph. 4:11-13.

COMMVENT: Christ ordained that His Church should feed its
menbers with spiritual food, just as a nother feeds her begotten
child within her. Notice the exact parallel.

The physical enbryo or fetus is fed physically through the
nother. God's CHURCH is call ed Jerusal em ABOVE "which is the
MOTHER OF US ALL" (Gal. 4:26).

The CHURCH is the spiritual MOTHER of its menbers. God has
set His called and chosen mnisters in H's Church to FEED THE
FLOCK -- "For THE PERFECTI NG of the saints, for the work of the
mnistry, for the edifying of the body (CHURCH) of Christ: TILL
we all come in the unity of the faith, and of THE KNOALEDGE of
the Son of God, unto a perfect (fully mature SPIRI TUAL) man, unto
the nmeasure of the stature of the fulness of Christ" (Eph.
4:12-13).

It is also the duty of Christ's TRUE mnisters to PROTECT
t he begotten, but yet unborn saints fromfalse doctrines and
fal se mnisters.

The HUMAN not her carries her unborn baby in that part of her
body where she can best PROTECT it from PHYSI CAL harn and t hat
protection is part of her function, as well as to nourish the
child. Even so, the CHURCH, through Christ's mnisters,
instructs, teaches, counsels w th, advises and PROTECTS from
spiritual harmthe unborn nmenbers! (Heb. 13:7, 17.)

Then, after having grown in God's character, in God' s due
time -- either by the resurrection, or by instantaneous CHANGE to
imortality at Christ's comng -- each Christian shall be BORN of
God into the RULI NG KINGDOM OF GOD as very SONS OF GCD!

3. Did Jesus promise that H's Church -- the "Mther" of all
true Christians -- would CONTINUE TO exi st through the ages?
Matt. 16:18.

PHOTO CAPTION: WHAT | S A CHURCH? -- To nost the "church" is a
bui | di ng where people attend religious services. The ori ginal
Geek word for church literally nmeans "the called out ones." So
t he people, not the building, make up the church!



COMMENT: On the day of Pentecost in 31 A D, Christ's
prom se to begin His Church was fulfilled. And the "gates of the
grave" have not prevailed against it through the centuries. Since
that time the Church, however small, has CONTINUED just as Jesus
prom sed it woul d!

In Revelation 1: 13, Jesus Christ is plainly pictured as
dwelling in the MDST of H's Church. Here the Church is
represented by seven gol den candl esti cks. Each one of these
candl esticks represents a separate era in the history of the true
Chur ch.

Fromthat day of Pentecost in 31 A D. until the return of
Christ, there were to be seven -- and only seven -- eras of the
true Church of God. (For nore information about the history of
God' s Church, send for our free booklet, "A True History of the
True Church".)

In Revel ation chapters 2 and 3 is a specific description of
the characteristics of each of these eras of God's Church. These
chapters were witten as warnings to all who should cone to
understand -- "He that hath an ear" -- so that once part of God's
Church, we could avoid making simlar nistakes.

These chapters al so point out the rewards that will be given
to the churches when Christ returns. These specific rewards,

i ncluding that of God's Church today, will be exam ned nore
closely in the next |esson

Learn to Rul e NOW

The Bi bl e shows very clearly that the degree of your REWARD
in the Kingdom of God depends entirely upon what you DO in this
physical life. Anyone who does not learn to SUBMT to God and
does not GROWspiritually, sinply will NOT becone a nmenber of
CGod's Famly

1. If we are faithful NONVin the smaller things of life,
will we be entrusted with greater things |later? Conpare Matt.
25:21, 23 with Luke 19:17.

COMMENT: Jesus is plainly telling us through these parables
t hat before anyone can be entrusted with the powers and riches of
God -- including rulership in the Kingdomof God -- he nmust FIRST
learn to be faithful in the smaller physical responsibilities of
this life.

Anal yze for yourself your own |ife and character. How are
you USI NG t he powers you have at your disposal? Are you
developing -- growing -- in self-control? In the ability to
restrain inpulse, wong desire, selfish notive, or vanity? If you
suddenly had sonme really great power thrust into your hands to
direct -- perhaps thirty mllion dollars -- perhaps a vast
manuf acturing concern with many subsidiaries -- would you be able
to direct and wield that power as you know God woul d have it
used?

Are you SURE? Wll, the test is this:

If you are NONrightly directing LITTLE powers in your
control, such as your tenper, your voice, your passions and
enotions, or your present, possibly small incone, then you
probably could be entrusted to control properly at least a
slightly larger power. But if you have not yet |learned to control
and constructively guide even these little powers God has
permtted you to use, then how could God entrust you to handle
t he awesone responsibilities of the God Fam ly? If you don't
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learn to be faithful even in the paltry unrighteous manmon, who
will entrust to your care the TRUE RICHES, and the great powers
of God?

Ask God for wi sdom know edge and understandi ng so you can
rightly direct the little powers and responsibilities you now
have. Ask Hmfor H s guidance and help in exercising all the
abilities you' ve been given so you can be a faithful and
productive servant.

If you do learn to be faithful over what God has al ready
given you, He will say to you sone day: "Well done, good and
fai thful servant; because you have been faithful in a VERY
LI TTLE, have authority over MJCH "

2. WIl the AMOUNT we change and grow in God's character
during this life determ ne our position of responsibility in
God' s Ki ngdon? Read Luke 19:11-26 careful ly.

COMMENT: Jesus di sciples wongly supposed the Ki ngdom of God
was to appear in their lifetinme. To correct this error, Jesus
gave themthis parable.

In the parable Jesus conpares Hinself to a young nobl eman
who went away to receive a kingdom (verses 11-12). But before
going, He called all H's servants together and gave each one a
"pound, " synbolizing the begettal of the Holy Spirit, and
commanded themto use it and increase it until He resuned (verse
13).

At Christ's now inmnent return He will demand all true
Christians -- those who have been given a "pound" -- to give
account of what they have acconplished with what they have been
gi ven (verse 15).

Now noti ce what happens in the parable.

The first man had increased his "pound” ten tinmes over. He
recei ved authority over 10 cities because of his diligence
(verses 16-17). The second increased his "pound"” only five tinmes
over, so he received authority over five cities (verses 18-19).

But the third servant didn't do anything with what he was
given. He didn't grow or change once he had received the begetta
of the Holy Spirit. He stagnated spiritually. He had the fal se
idea that there is nothing to DOin the Christian life -- that
Christ didit all |ong ago!

PHOTO CAPTION: I N TRAINING -- Some wonen feel they have no way to
qualify nowto rule in the Wrld Tonorrow. They couldn't be nore
wrong. A woman who |l earns to properly care for her home and
famly is learning howto rule!

PHOTO CAPTI ON:  LEARNI NG RESPONSI BI LI TY -- Even little children
can begin to learn howto rule by keeping their toys picked up
and put away after use. A child who is taught responsibility when
he is small will be a nore responsible adult.

Because he didn't grow or overcone at all, he did not
i nherit the kingdom-- he wasn't born of God -- and the Spirit
("pound”) that he had been gi ven was taken FROM hi m (verses
20- 26) .

This parable plainly teaches that a Christian nmust OVERCOVE
and GROWN SPI RI TUALLY -- grow in the grace and know edge of Chri st
(I'l Peter 3:18). If we fail to grow and overcone in this life, we
will [ose out on the salvation we THOUGHT we had, as did the man
who negl ected his pound!
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The parable of the talents (Matt. 25:14-30) illustrates the
same principle, showi ng that each person will be judged according
to WHAT HE DOES with what he has to do with. God will judge each
one fairly. He will expect nore fromthose given nore tal ents and
abilities. But the one who nakes no spiritual progress after his
initial "conversion" will be cast as an unprofitable servant into
outer darkness (Matt. 25:30), and LOSE OUT ON EVERYTH NG

3. Does the parable of Matthew 22:1-14 al so show that we
nmust prepare NONto enter the Kingdom of God? Study this parable
carefully, noticing especially verses 11-14. What does the
weddi ng garnent synbolize? Rev. 19:7-8.

COMMENT: The parable in Matthew 22 conpares the Ki ngdom of
God to a weddi ng feast. Those who are present at the soon-com ng
marriage of the |lanb nmust be "clothed" with the R GHTEQUSNESS OF
GoD!

Christ shows us that those who don't have a weddi ng gar nent
-- those who haven't prepared thensel ves by growing in grace,
know edge and RI GHTEOUSNESS -- will be cast out as unfit for
God' s Ki ngdon

The Apostle Paul's Exanpl e

1. What does the Apostle Paul say about the devel opnent of
perfect Godly character? Phil. 3:11-16. Was Paul already perfect?
O was he in pursuit of perfection during his physical |ife?
Verses 12, 14.

2. Did Paul allow his past m stakes to overwhel m hi n? Verse
13. What did he do about then®? Sane verse.

3. What did Paul nean by the expression "as many as be
perfect” in verse 15? Did he think that some Christians never
make m st akes? See comment.

COMMENT: Paul was tal king about the attitude of mind of true
Christians. God demands PERFECT WLLINGNESS to do Hs will. W
WLL slip and sin occasionally, but we nust constantly WLL to do
what is right and repent of our sins.

Only those who endure to the end will receive salvation
(Matt. 24:13). If we expect to becone a part of the Fam |y of
God, we nust be constantly changi ng, grow ng, and overcom ng our
human nature until the tinme of Jesus Christ's return when Cod
wi Il CHANGE our vile bodies into sinless, glorified spirit
bodi es! (Phil. 3:20-21; | John 3:9.)

VWhen Jesus Christ returns, He will assign those who have
overconme and learned to LIVE Hs way -- the way of submission to
H s governnent -- positions of RULERSH P OVER THI S EARTH (Matt.
24:44-47; Rev. 2:26-27.)

This life is the TRAINI NG ground. You must learn to RULE NOW
by learning to rule yourself, and by performng your
responsibilities faithfully. And you nust al ways be under CGod's
aut hority, obeying His Law and keeping H s Commandnents. Learning
to rule in God's Kingdom begins with SUBM SSI ON TO RULE. You
first nust learn to BE RULED by Christ NOW before God will allow
you to rule in the Wrld Tonorrow

God will never save any person He does not govern. If you
are to RULE the nations, you nust learn to rule in harnony with
God's Governnent -- according to H's Laws -- not according to
your own human i deas.

Have YQU LEARNED this vital, all-inportant |esson?



