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About Qur Cover

Nearly 2000 years ago the Apostle Paul revealed to the
Christians of Ephesus the great purpose Almighty God is working
out in human life.

Today the ruins of Ephesus still stand in Turkey. Its
streets are quiet, its theatre -- pictured on our cover -- enpty.
Yet God's purpose continues according to the outline of H's plan
-- creating GOOD WORKS.

VWHAT WLL YOU DO FOR ETERNI TY?

How wi Il you spend eternity? Doing WHAT? This world's
religions usually prom se a heaven of idleness and ease as the
reward of the saved.

Most peopl e consequently conceive of heaven as a pl ace of
rest -- a PLACE TO GO -- BUT W TH NOTH NG TO DO WHEN YQU GET
THERE!

Heaven, to nost people, is never-ending boredom conplete
| ack of activity set in a pastel |andscape and cushi oned from
sensation by fleecy white clouds. It is a VIRTUAL NI RVANA
awai ti ng those who pass by the "pearly gates."

Does that sound |like "heaven" to you?

Is the reward of the saved a retirenment hone in the sky?

Just what will you DO for all eternity? NOTH NG AT ALL?

Doi ng WHAT For ever?

Few realize that eternal life with nothing to do would be an
eternity of UTTER BOREDOM -- THE WORST KI ND OF PUNI SHVENT.

Et ernal boredomis not the reward of the saved your Bible
descri bes!

Most peopl e have never understood WHY God prom sed the gift
of eternal life to those He calls.

Wy is it you have never before been told what |ies ahead
for Christians who are to be born again into God's Ki ngdon? Wy
is this world in TOTAL | GNORANCE about the wonderful goal God has
set for mankind -- the very purpose for human |ife?

Satan at Wrk

Satan the devil and his human agents have made the reward of
t he saved appear so uninspiring, so unattractive, so absolutely
boring, that it is no wonder even professing Christians would
rather remain alive in corruptible human flesh than "go to their
reward"!

Remarkable as it may seem God Al mghty has pronised a
fantastic future for those who qualify to be born into Hs
Fam |y! No human has fully conceived of the trenmendous reward
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that awaits true Christians as it is revealed in your Bible!

Paul was inspired to wite, "But as it is witten, Eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of
man the things which God hath prepared for themthat |ove hini (I
Cor. 2:9).

VWHY has man never understood his destiny?

Paul tells WHY, continuing, "But God hath reveal ed them unto
us by His Spirit: for the Spirit searches all things, yea, the
DEEP THI NGS OF GOD. For what man knowet h the things of a nman,
save the spirit of man which is in hin? EVEN SO THE TH NGS OF GOD
KNOWETH NO MAN, BUT THE SPIRI T OF GOD'!

Only God's Holy Spirit can open the human mind to the DEEP
SPI RI TUAL TRUTHS of the Bible. That is why it is so vitally
i nportant for you to begin your study of this Correspondence
Course EACH DAY with personal prayer, asking God hunbly to
i nstruct and guide you in understanding and acting on the truths
you are | earning.

PHOTO CAPTION: If the reward of the saved is eternal retirenent,
t housands of elderly nmen and wonen al ready know its boredom and
unhappi ness. Your Bible reveals sonething altogether different.

Study the TRUTH in this | esson.

Eternal Life a Gft!

VWhat IS eternal life?
Eternal life is life unlimted by duration of finite tine.
God Al mghty has eternal life; one of Hs names is "I AM

THAT | AM' (Ex. 3:14), which neans He has self-perpetuating life.
He exi sts BECAUSE He exi stsl!

Since He is LIFE-A VER, CGod offers the G FT of eternal life
to Christians.

Paul wote to the Christians at Ephesus, "For by grace are
ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: IT IS THE
G FT OF &OD: not of works, lest any man shoul d boast" (Eph.
2:8-9).

There is NOTHI NG YQU can do to earn eternal life. No
ri ght eousness on your part can ever buy the priceless gift of
eternal life.

But -- nore inportant -- notice WHY God offers the gift of
eternal life: "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus UNTO GOOD WORKS, which God hath before ordai ned that we
should wal k in them (Eph. 2:10).

W& have been created for a noble purpose. Qur lives were
given to us not to waste in an eternity of idleness and ease. W\
were created to be instrunments of God's wor kmanshi p.

CGod's ultimate purpose for offering mankind eternal life is
TO PERPETUATE GOOD WORKS FOREVER! But what kind of good works?
THAT SO few under st and.

God at Wor k!

Jesus said of the Father, "My Father WORKETH hitherto, and |
WORK! " (John 5:17.)

PHOTO CAPTION: Death is a fearful reality -- and only God has
eternal life to give. Few understand why He offers the gift of



God Almghty reveals Hnself to us as a busy, active being.
One who is constantly acconplishing, WORKI NG

If you submit to God's divine will, and prove by your
actions that you will continually live in obedience to Hs
commandnents -- doing here and now the very sane good works both

the Father and Christ the Son are doing -- then God will give you
eternal life as a FREE G FT. And with it cones the opportunity to
conti nue doi ng GOOD WORKS FOREVER!

God has eternal life -- and HE DOES GOOD WORKS!

VWhen He gives you eternal life YOU WLL DO GOOD WORKS TOO

VWhat you DO for all eternity depends on your WORKS now

Jesus told H s disciples, "For the Son of man shall come in
the glory of His Father with His angels; and then he shall REWARD
EVERY MAN ACCORDI NG TO H S WORKS" (Mat. 16:27).

Yes, eternal life is God's gift to you -- paid for by the

sacrifice of Jesus Christ -- but what you will be doi ng FOREVER
-- what you are qualifying for -- depends on You! That's why your
job is called the "REWARD of the saved" -- |IT MJST BE EARNED!

Thrilling Future Ahead

Puny man with his carnal mnd has never renotely glinpsed
t he wonders ahead for those who are born again.

As a nenber of God's divine Famly you will share in the
excitement of new projects, new responsibilities, new and LASTI NG
acconpl i shments, the trenmendous joy of success after success --
doi ng good works instead of evil works so prevalent on earth
t oday.

Human life with its fleeting tenporal responsibilities and
pl easures will soon be over! God intends for us to focus our eyes
on the goals ahead -- the wonderful World Tomorrow -- the
begi nni ng of ETERN TY!

VWhen you are born again at the resurrection you will be a
happy, obedi ent menber of God's governnent, able to adm nister
t hat governnent for the BENEFI T OF OTHERS.

This lesson is designed to show you, in DETAIL, sone of the
jobs, duties and responsibilities of the future. You will learn
t he wonderful acconplishnents in store for those who subnit to
God now, and begin to obey Hi s conmandnents.

You are ready to begin to study the ultinmate goal for your
l[ife the reason WHY you were born -- and | earn WHAT YOU WLL DO
FOR ALL ETERN TY!

LESSON 42
Conf usi on of Terns!

Three sinple words are the basis for understandi ng just what
you will do for eternity. Because these words have been
m sunder st ood, often deliberately msinterpreted, manki nd has
never understood his destiny.

These three inportant words are, "AFT," "PROM SE' AND
" REWARD" !

Today the vast majority of professing Christians don't

believe in the GFT of eternal life. They believe they already
have an imortal soul and have no need to receive imortality and
eternal life as a free G FT from Cod.

Few actual | y understand that the "prom ses" nade to Abraham
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| saac and Jacob were confirmed in Jesus Christ to all who becone
H s brethren by the begettal of the Holy Spirit. And fewer still
realize that this promse is not heaven, but is the Kingdomrul ed
and governed by God which Christ Honself will set UP ON TH S
EARTH at Hi s Second Comi ng!

But nearly everyone, it seens, fails to understand the real
meani ng of the word "reward"! As a result they don't know what
the reward of the saved is, who will receive it, howto get it,
when it will be given, and by whomit is offered!

Yet, this nodern confusion of ternms is unique to religion.

No one m sunderstands the word "G FT" when applied to
bi rt hdays, or anniversaries. No one m sunderstands the word
"PROM SE, " when treaties are broken between nations or a bride is
left waiting in front of a church. No one ni sunderstands the word
"REWARD' when a crimnal is wanted by the police, or when a child
earns a treat for obedience!

No, confusion of terms is UNNQUE TO RELIG ON -- the bl ane
lies at Satan's feet!

Wy ?

Because Satan the devil has carefully and cleverly
M SLABELED all fornms of worship. H s has been a 6000-year |ong
pr opaganda canpai gn whi ch nakes the truth out to be a lie, and
presents A LIE AS THOUGH IT WERE GOD S TRUTH. As a result
mul ti ple BILLIONS have been decei ved since Adam and Eve were
first led astray in the Garden.

Let's begin by setting the tables straight:

1. What is the BIBLE definition of the word "G FT"? Notice
Romans 6: 23.

COMMENT: Strong's Exhaustive Concordance, under nunbers 5483
and 5486 of its Greek |lexicon, defines "gift" as it is used in
Romans 6:23 thus: "to grant as a favor ... to give freely."

A gift is NOT that which is earned as the result of work. It
is NOT given as the fulfillment of a promise. It fulfills no
obligation, but is given FREELY.

God Almghty gives eternal |ife FREELY TO whonmever He
chooses and whenever He chooses. It is His gift -- He is the
Life-giver -- only God HAS eternal life to give. But there are
terns and conditions under which He makes His gift avail able.

2. What is the BIBLE definition of the word "PROM SE"?

Noti ce Hebrews 9:15.

COMMENT: Strong's Exhaustive Concordance, under nunber 1860
of its Greek |exicon, defines "prom se" as used in Heb. 9:15
thus: "a divine ASSURANCE of good."

A promise is like a blank check from God Almghty. It is H's
personal guarantee that He will honor His part of any agreenent,
covenant or contract He has nmade.

He has prom sed New Testanent Christians the eternal
i nheritance of this earth as the heirs of Abrahamto whomthe
prom se was originally nade. In order to fully enjoy the pronise
of eternal inheritance of this earth, God will freely give
Christians the gift of eternal life. W could not enjoy the
prom se forever without the freely given gift of eternal life.

3. What is the BIBLE definition of the word "REWARD'? Notice
| Cor. 3:8.

COMMENT: Strong's Exhaustive Concordance, under nunber 3408
of its Geek lexicon, defines the word "REWARD' as used in | Cor.
3:8 as follows: "pay for service, hire, wages."

Areward is given to the man that EARNS IT BY H S WORK!

The reward of the saved is therefore not the gift of eternal
lifel! The reward is given to those who will already have been
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born again and will have received the gift of eternal life. It is
given to those who will have already becone inheritors of the
prom se made to Abraham The reward is based on individual works,
and it determ nes what born again Sons of God will DO for al
eternity!

Rewar ds Can Be Good or Bad

1. Did Jesus promise to bring a reward with H mwhen He
comes? Rev. 22:12-13. How will the reward be given? Doesn't it
depend on every man's individual works? Same verses.

2. Do those who have obeyed receive a bl essing? Verse 14.
Aren't they permitted into the New Jerusal em which will come down
to earth from heaven? Sane verse. Do they also receive the gift
of eternal life Adamrejected | ong ago? Sanme verse, note the
phrase "tree of life" and conpare with Gen. 2:9.

3. Isn't this principle of reward for good works reveal ed
t hroughout the Bible? Isa. 3:10. Those who are wicked will be
puni shed, won't they? Verse 11.

4. \Wo are those who receive punishnent as the reward they
have earned? Have they refused to obey God's conmandnent s? Rev.
22:15.

5. Did Paul reveal God would judge every man on the basis of
his own deeds? Rom 2:5-6. Wuld sonme receive glory and honor
with imortality and eternal life? Verse 7. Is this because they
have patiently done good works? Sane verse, note the words, "WELL
DA NG " Then the reward of a Christian involves responsibilities.

6. What about those who will not obey God's Wrd which is
the truth? John 17:17 and Rom 2:8-9. Does God | ook upon the
person when determning his reward, or on the works thensel ves?
Rom 2:11-14.

COMMVENT: Cod | ooks on the heart of each man and rewards him
according to his works!

Those who have obeyed receive good rewards, but all have
sinned (Rom 3:23)! Unless their evil works are repented of, God
must reward a sinner the wages of sin which he has earned --
death (Rom 6:23).

VWhen a sinner repents, the blood of Christ takes away the
death penalty for any evil works of the past. Then each person
nmust begin to produce GOOD WORKS to receive a good reward

Eternal Life a Gft -- on Certain Conditions

1. Has God promised that one day those who are called wll
be born again in Hs own image? I Cor. 15:49. WIIl we be just
like He is? | John 3:2.

2. Does Christ conmand us to strive to becone perfect now as
the Father is? Mat. 5:48.

COMMENT: The word "be" in Mat. 5:48 should properly be
transl ated, "becone." Becom ng perfect is a process. Perfection
is aquality of character, and the creation of perfect character
like God Al mighty has TAKES TI ME

3. Was Jesus Christ perfect? How did He beconme perfect? Heb
2:9-11. Notice especially verse 10.

COMMENT: Jesus becane perfect by learning from and
overcomng the trials and tests of human experience.

4. How was the perfection of Christ's experience
acconpl i shed? Heb. 5:8-9. Even though He was God's Son, did He
have to | earn obedi ence? Verse 8. Did Christ overcone? John
16: 33.
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COMMENT: Overcoming is the result of living by God' s
commandnents in spite of trial and test, and growing in the
strength of spiritual character is the result of overcom ng

5. How inportant is overcomng to your salvation? Rev. 21:7.
Does God expect Christians to overcone? Rom 12:21

COMMENT: No one can overcome for you. Overconming is what you
must DO for yourself with the help of Jesus Christ to QUALIFY for
the G FT of eternal life.

You cannot EARN eternal life. It is a gift. Eternal life
requi res PERFECT right eousness, which only Christ can | MPART, for
all other humans have sinned.

Rewar ded According to Works

Few peopl e have ever realized that within the second and
third chapters of the Book of Revel ation are condensed al nost
2000 years of church history! Listed in time order here are the
past five epochs of God's One True Church, together with the
vital description of OQUR CHURCH TODAY, and that of the
not - far-di stant Laodi cean period clinmaxing this age!

You shoul d request imedi ately your free copy of the fully
illustrated booklet, "A True History of the True Church,” if you
don't already have one. Study it in connection with this |esson

1. Does God prom se rewards to those who overconme? Rev. 2:7;
2:11; 2:17; 2:26; 3:5; and especially 3:12 and 3:21. Read
careful ly.

COMMENT: God's gift of eternal |ife and the prom se of
eternal inheritance are not earned as a result of our works. But
the special rewards given to the seven churches nentioned in the
second and third chapters of the book of Revelation will depend
upon how rmuch they overcone and DO GOOD WORKS.

The reward of the saved is granted to those who "work out"
their salvation (Phil 2:12). The reward of the saved MJUST BE
EARNED!

2. At the end of each of the descriptions of the seven
stages in the history of God's Church is there a definite promn se
recorded? Rev. 2:7, 10, 17, 26 and 28 and 3:4, 5, 12 and 21. Are
t hese pronmi ses of reward made only to the overconers -- those who
t hrough the power of the Spirit of God, are overcom ng the world
around them Satan and his denons, and thenselves -- qualifying
for the gift of life first? Sane verses.

3. Are the rewards granted to each of these churches all the
sanme? Sane verses.

COMMENT: Each Church has its WORK to perform Jesus says of
each, "I know thy works."

Some performtheir work better than others. They overcone
nore. They are therefore able to handl e greater responsibilities
in the Kingdom of God and deserve greater rewards.

Al'l who overcome are to inherit the Kingdomof God -- they
will constitute the Kingdom But they will not all occupy the
same position in the Kingdom Jesus Christ does not occupy the
same position as the Father. Yet both of them have eternally
constituted the real mof Cod.

To those who are overconers in each Church epoch there are
DI FFERENT REWARDS granted! That is, those who overcone are not
all called to performthe sane function in God's Kingdom-- there
will be a variety of jobs to do for all eternity, and not
everyone's responsibility will be the sanme! Sone churches will be
call ed upon to do special duty, theirs will be a SPECI AL REWARD!



What Reward THI'S Church |Is Prom sed!

1. What does CGod say of this era -- the Phil adel phia era of
H's True Church? Rev. 3:7-13. Does Christ know our works? Verse
8. Has this era of the Church denied the proper nane, "Church of
God"? Sane verse. Even though we have only a little strength, has
God nultiplied our power by setting before us the OPEN DOOR of
radio and the printing press? Same verse. Have we been faithfu
with God's Wrd? Sane verse

2. What is God's injunction to the Phil adel phia era of the
Church of God? Verse 11. WII Christ cone when this Church era is
still active? Note the words, "Behold, |I COVE QU CKLY." To those
who "hold fast" does Christ prom se a crown? Sane verse

COMMENT: A crown is worn by a king -- it is a synbol of
rul ership! Rulership is part of the reward prom sed the
Phi | adel phia era of God's Church.

3. Wiat else is promised as a reward to the Phil adel phia
Church era? Rev. 3:12. Is all of this dependent upon being an
OVERCOMVER? Same verse. Through the work of preaching and
publ i shing the gospel by the Philadel phia era of God's Church
will there be a special 144,000 who al so repent, endure
tribulation and overcone? Conpare Rev. 3:12 with Rev. 14:1.

COMMENT: Note the expressions "wite upon himthe name of ny
CGod," and "having the Father's nane witten in their foreheads."

4. \What will the Philadel phia era of God's Church DO for
eternity? Rev. 3:12. Note the word "pillar.” Were Christ's
| eadi ng disciples called "pillars"? Gal. 2:9.

COMMENT: Responsibility as "pillars” is what God promses to
those in God's Church today. Each can qualify to be SPI R TUAL
PI LLARS OR LEADERS -- THE MAI N SUPPORTS I N THE " CHURCH
SYMBCLI CALLY CALLED "TEMPLE" IN REV. 3:12 FOR ALL ETERNITY. A
PILLAR IS A MAIN SUPPORT I N A TEMPLE

5. Where will the Phil adel phia Church be stationed? Rev.
3:12. Note the words, "tenple" and "New Jerusalem"”

COMMENT: This Church -- the Phil adel phia era -- is to have
t he nane of the headquarters of the world -- the Capital Cty of
t he Uni verse.

The pillars of the Church ought always to be at headquarters
so that everyone may appeal to it for decisions.

We, of the Phil adel phia Era, are to have the nane of God the
Fat her and of the Son. God al ways places Hi s nane where He is. He
will be dwelling in the new Jerusalem So will we! That IS WHY we
wi Il have Hi s nane!

Notice, too, that Scripture reveals "He shall go no nore
out" (Rev. 3:12). W are never to be renmoved fromthat reward and
responsibility.

Thi nk of that!

W are to be at headquarters -- executing Jesus Christ's
policies -- teaching those who need to cone to headquarters for
deci si ons throughout eternity as God expands the power and scope
of Hi s government! At headquarters we will have the opportunity
to help with the master-plan for maki ng a NEW HEAVENS AND NEW
EARTH!

Truly the Phil adel phia Era of God's Church is prom sed a
wonder ful , and very SPECI AL rewar d!

Uni que Duty For Laodi cean Era

1. What does Jesus Christ say to the church era typified by
the Church of God at Laodicea? Rev. 3:14-22.
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2. WIIl those of the Laodicean era be faithful as the
Phi | adel phia era has been? Verses 15-17. \Wat does Chri st
reconmend for the Laodi cean church era? Verses 18-19. Is this
fire in which the Laodiceans will be tried the tribulation at the
end of this age? | Pet. 1:7-9; | Pet. 4:12. See and conpare Jer
9:7 and Zech. 13:9.

COMMENT: YQU all ought to be famliar with this graphic
description of the | ukewar mess of the work which will climax
this age.

It is not THHS work of God today. They are recipients and
heirs to the riches of spiritual understanding which God is
reveal i ng through this Church today -- but they will becone
spiritually smug.

Not hi ng good can be said about them

They are not prom sed deliverance fromthe com ng tinme of
trouble and religious persecution -- whereas we of the
Phi | adel phia era ARE prom sed deliverance

If they becone zeal ous and repent, if they "love not their
lives unto death,"” then they will receive a good responsibility.
But they have first a great period of trial and test to neet.
Jesus will send the puni shment on them because He | oves t hem

If they change their ways, He will not figuratively spue
them out of H's nouth as one who spues out nauseating | ukewarm
wat er .

3. What reward awaits those of the Laodi cean era who do
repent and overconme? Rev. 3:21

COMVENT: NOTI CE THAT THEY ARE NOT CALLED SPI RI TUAL
"PILLARS"; NEI THER DO THEY HAVE THEI R OAN THRONES

PHOTO CAPTI ON: The ruins of a Roman stadi um stand in what was
once Laodi cea. The letter addressed to the Church of God there
contai ns a nessage for us today.

They are only qualified through nuch tribulation to sit with
Christ on H's throne ASSI STING H M DI RECTLY I N THE PERSONAL
ADM NI STRATION OF HI S OFFI CE.

Here you see yet a different responsibility in the Ki ngdom
of God!

Now contrast these overconmers with those of the other Church
epochs. Notice the rewards of the remaining Churches.

Thyatira Era To RULE

1. What does Christ say to the Thyatira era of God's True
Church -- the Church of God as it was during the Mddl e Ages? Is
He acquainted with their works? Rev. 2:18-29, especially verse
19.

COMMENT: The "CHURCH OF THYATI RA" was the persecuted Church
of the M ddl e Ages.

That Church was a great body. Jesus says of it: "I know thy
wor ks, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and
thy LAST WORKS ARE MORE THAN THE FI RST" (Rev. 2:19).

VWhat a contrast to our Church. Jesus said we today "have
little strength” (Rev. 3:8). Never has the Church been nore

scattered than today -- yet we have the greatest door ever opened
to any Church Era. In the M DDLE AGES THE CHURCH OF GOD WAS A
PONERFUL CHURCH -- | TS LAST WORKS WERE EVEN GREATER THAN I TS

FIRST. It grew It overcane.
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2. What problemwas found in the Thyatira era? Rev. 2:20-23.
VWho was this woman, Jezebel, called a prophetess? Sane verses,
see al so Rev. 17:4-6.

COMMENT: The Bi ble synbol for a great fal se church systemis
a fallen woman who by her doctrines of |icentious conprom se
| eads people into sin.

The original Jezebel was instrunental in the conprom se and
final apostasy of King Ahab (I Kings 16:31).

This "Jezebel " who rose to persecute and murder God's church
during the Mddle Ages, who proclai med herself a prophetess, is
none ot her than the Roman Catholic Church

During the time of the Wal denses, Satan inspired his church
to decree an Inquisition against all who foll owed God's commands
and rejected the Babyl onian System quartered in the Vatican. It
is conservatively estimted that many hundreds of thousands of
i nnocent people died at the behest of Roman Catholic officials
during this well-known persecution -- anong them were the nmenbers
of God's True Church of the Thyatira era.

Those who conprom sed -- adopted the corrupt pagani sm of
Rone -- and forsook God's conmandnents were sonetinmes spared the
torture of Catholic inquisitors. In order to save their lives
many in the WORLD DI D COMPROM SE! The probl em of conprom se was
as inportant to the Thyatira era as it will be just before Jesus
Christ returns when iniquity abounds and the | ove of many waxes
col d!

3. Does Christ say He will return to punish this great false
church for her barbaric persecution of God' s people? Rev. 2:22,
23. WII those who conpronmise in the end-tine al so be punished in
Great Tribulation with the Roman Church? Verse 22 conpared with
Rev. 18: 4.

4. Has this false Church system children? Rev. 2:23.

COMVENT: Her children include the offshoot churches which
canme out of her "in protest” and are still known by the nane
"Protestant.”

5. What will happen to then? Same verse. WII|l God REWARD
them according to the works in the Thyatira era? Sane verse.

6. What is Christ's adnonition to the Thyatira era? Verses
24- 25.

7. What reward is prom sed to those who "HOLD FAST" and
"OVERCOVE"? Verses 26-28. WII they have positions of rulership,
absol ute authority under Christ, over various nations? Same
verses, conpare Psalm 2: 8.

COMMENT: Those in that age of God's Church ARE NOT TO RULE
OVER | SRAEL, BUT OVER THE NATIONS -- "ETHNGCS' I N GREEK, MEAN NG
"NATIONS" OR "TRIBES." IN THE M LLENNI UM THE TRI BES OF | SRAEL
WLL INHERI T THE GENTI LES. That age of the church of God will
exerci se dom nion over the great Gentile famlies -- Russia,

Chi na, Germany, the LATIN Anerican peoples, African tribes --
just as in recent tines Gentile nations such as Paki stan, India
and Ceyl on have recogni zed the authority of the Royal House of
G eat Britain.

The Thyatira Church will not have the sane responsibility as
we will have. She will be in authority over nations around the
world -- not at headquarters as we shall be. If major problens
ari se anong the nations under her authority, the case will cone
to us for decision

Those who constitute that Church will shine in glory with
the radi ance of "the norning star"” (Rev. 2:28). The brightest
heavenly body next to the sun and noon -- as we view the heavens.
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Rewards for O her Churches

1. What was witten to the Sardis Era of God's Church? Rev.
3:1-6. Did God find their works perfect? O did He call thema
DEAD church whi ch has only preserved the proper name, "Church of
God"? Verses 1-2.

PHOTO CAPTION: It is significant that ancient Sardis is a
conpletely dead city today. Not even a small village renains on
the site. Likewise the "Sardis era" of God's Church was dead. But
the few overconers in ancient Sardis will receive the gift of
eternal life and a reward of responsibility in God' s Ki ngdom

COMMVENT: The Sardis era of the Church of God -- the one
whi ch i medi ately preceded this present Phil adel phia era -- is
DEAD. Their works have not been perfected. Their mnistry failed
to proclaimthe gospel as it ought to have been preached.

2. Wat is Christ's adnonition to this weak Church era?
Verse 3.

3. What reward is prom sed the Sardis Church era? Verses
4-5. See also Rev. 19:8.

COMMVENT: There is no definite office nmentioned here -- but
there is a pronmise of eternal life. Even the overconers of that
era barely escape with their lives. Indeed, sonetinmes the
ri ghteous scarcely are saved (I Peter 4:18).

ONLY A FEW I NDI VI DUALS -- "A FEW NAMES' -- WERE OVERCOVERS
IN THAT ERA. Only a few individuals within the Church will wal k
with Christ in white -- a synbol of righteousness.

4. \What does CGod say of the Perganmps era of H's Church? Rev.
2:12-17. Were there a nunber who adopted the doctrine of the
Ni col ai tanes, who worshiped Ninrod according to the custom of the
pagan "Christnmas" season? Verse 15.

COMMENT: The Perganos era of God's Church existed at the
ti me when pagani zed Christianity was finally adopted as the state
religion of the declining Ronman Enpire. The | ukewar m at nosphere
of "Christian" conprom se was strong, and the devel opnent of the
pagan nysteries into Roman Catholicismtook its toll anobng the
weak nenbers of God's True Church.

5. What reward is prom sed individuals of this era who
overcone? Verses 16-17. Wiat is this "hidden manna"? John
6:48-63. And what is the "white stone"? Verse 17.

COMMENT: Here is no prom se of special office such as the
one to which we are called -- but only a prom se of eternal life
to individuals.

The white stone was the TESSERA of ancient tines, "well
known in Asia Mnor as a passport to heathen banquets. To each
guest invited to the idol feasts, a stone was given with the nane
of the person witten on it; and specinens ... are to be now seen
anong the Greek antiquities of the British Miseunt ("The Messages
to the Seven Churches of Asia Mnor", by Andrew Tait, p. 252).

The prom se to that epoch synbolized by the Church in
Perganbs is a promise to be pernmitted entrance to Christ's great
banquet and to attend the "marriage supper” of Jesus Christ. The
overconmers will be in the Kingdom of God, but as a Church they
did not qualify for any special function

Early Christians Prom sed Rewards
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1. What does God say regarding the first historic era of H's
True Church? Rev. 2:1-7.

COMVENT: Here is the record of the acts of God's Church
after the death of the original apostles -- after the Bible had
been conpleted. This section of Scripture begins the chronicle of
the seven eras of God's Church to our day.

2. Had the Ephesus era fought false apostles of Sinmon Magus
and the deeds of these followers of N nrod? Verses 2 and 6.

3. But what had they negl ected? Verse 4.

COMMENT: After the death of the early apostles, the early
church fled the persecution of the Roman system After 69 A D.
they quit proclainmng God' s Gospel Message, and therefore "left
their first love."

4. \Wat is the reward prom sed individuals of the Ephesus
era? Verse 7. Miust those of the Ephesus era have overcone and
obeyed God as a condition to be given eternal life as a gift?
Same verse

5. Did the Christians who followed themin the Snyrna era
suffer poverty, tribulation and nartyrdon? Verse 8-11

PHOTO CAPTI ON: A col onnade in Perganos. A headquarters of Satan's
pagan systemwas | ocated here before it was noved to Rone.

COMMENT: The Snyrna era was known for its poverty -- they
were called "Ebionites,” nmeaning those who are poor. They
suffered at the hands of the Samaritan-Roman conspiracy which
falsely claimed to be spiritual Israel -- falsely clainmed to be
the Church of God -- but were actually the servants of the Devil.

6. What reward is promised to Christians of the Smyrna era
-- acrowmn -- rulership? Verse 10

COMMENT: In none of these eases are there any particul ar
of fices to which that Church age was being called. Only the
prom se of eternal life in the Kingdomof God is directly
ext ended. But that does not nean they will have no
responsibility.

No, i ndeed!

O her Responsibilities for Saints

1. Has God promised to give rewards to the small and the
great? Rev. 11:18. What did Jesus say about the smallest reward
in God' s Kingdon? Luke 7:28.

COMMENT: Sone are smaller than others in God's sight. Sone
have not brought forth as much fruit as others.

Jesus said, "Whosoever therefore shall break one of these
| east conmandnents, and shall teach nen so, he shall be called
THE LEAST IN THE KI NGDOM OF HEAVEN (he will be called | east by
those in the Kingdom but it does not say he hinself will even be
there): but whosoever shall do and teach them the sane shall be
call ed GREAT IN THE KI NGDOM OF HEAVEN' (Mat. 5:19).

In the history of the Church of God, sone periods have been
characterized by GREAT zeal, great works, great know edge of
God's law. Ot her periods have been characterized with flagging
zeal , incomplete or dimnishing works, a partial neglect of God' s
Law. Only I NDIVIDUALS who did have zeal, good works, overcom ng
will be given the gift of life.

In the Kingdomor Family of God there will be individuals of
di fferent degree. But for each individual there will be a
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responsibility, a job to do. Not the sane job, of course! -- for
we are not all called to the sane office. But every office is
needed.

An entire CIVILI ZATION nust be built on earth -- built this
time God's way and not man's way. It will take literally mllions
of different jobs to create civilization as it ought to be.

YOUR JOB will be what you will find the nost pleasure in
doing. W& do not all get the same pleasure out of the sane thing.
That is why God has not called us all to the sane office.

2. To WHAT KI ND of overconer will Christ give the reward of
rulership -- to one who is CONTI NU NG TO OVERCOVE to the end of

his nortal life? Rev. 2:26. O to one |like Sol onobn who started
out well, but gave up overconing toward the end of his |life? Neh
13: 26.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Christians at Smyrna suffered poverty, persecution
and martyrdom

3. Does Matthew 24:46-47 enphasize that it is those who are
continuing to overcone -- those found still growing at Christ's
return -- that shall receive the reward?

COMMENT: God requires nore of those who have been converted
and have known the truth longer. This principle is also found in
the parable of Matthew 20:1-12. Christ will not be satisfied with
a LI TTLE obedi ence. He requires total obedi ence.

Those who have held back will be cast out -- mnus even the
gift of life they thought they had. This will be nade plain
shortly.

Let no one feel he can afford to overcone just a little.
Christ's kingdomwon't require "doorkeepers.™

4. Does Il Peter 1:5-8 show there is need for continua
adding of Christian virtues as long as a person's life |lasts?
Notice verse 10. This is the way to "never fall." But doesn't it
imply that those not continually growing WLL fall? Sane verse.

How Rewards Are To Be G ven

1. Did Jesus reveal how He will determ ne who will receive
the greater rewards, and who will receive smaller jobs? Notice
t he parable of the pounds recorded in Luke 19:11-28.

2. Did Christ picture Hinself as a young nobl enan who has
gone to a far land (God's heavenly throne) to receive a ki ngdom
and to return (to earth)? Verse 12.

3. How did he delegate his property to his servants? Verse
13. But did the people over whom he would rul e hate hin? Verse
14.

4. When Christ returns, with the power of His Kingdom will
He judge His servants on how much they have done with the pounds
He entrusted to thenfP Verse 15

5. Even though the responsibility entrusted to each servant
was small -- a pound in the King James Version neant a British
nmonetary unit which equals about three American dollars -- will
the reward for handling it well be great? Verses 16-19. But will
all receive the sane reward? Sanme verses.

COMMVENT: Each is rewarded "ACCORDI NG TO H S WORKS. " Those
who acconplish much will be given nuch, those who do only a
little will receive only a little.

True Christians are the bondservants of Jesus Christ. Sone
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overcone nore than others -- do nore with what they have been
given -- sonme develop their spiritual ability nore than others.
Therefore some will be given rule over many cities during the
mllenniumin the Kingdom of God, while others will have
qualified to rule over only a fewcities -- perhaps only over
one!

VWho are those who will rule over these cities? Certainly not
t he Churches of Phil adel phia or Thyatira or Laodicea, their
rewards are clearly defined.

The answer seens very plain.

The responsibility to guide and control the devel opnent of
civilization in every city on earth will be vested in those
Christians in general who have not been called to other duties.
Here, then, is the responsibility -- the office open to those who
overconme in the Churches of Ephesus, Snyrna, Perganos and Sardis.

Sonme of the individuals in those Churches may have grown
i mensely -- they may even exercise i mense authority over many
mghty cities, whereas sone in the other Churches -- Thyatira,
for example may rule over only minor nations or tribes. Sone in
t hose Churches may do greater works over giant nmetropolitan areas
than will some in our Church who will be small pillars in the
Headquarters of the world.

The reward you earn depends on YOU! It depends on whet her
you willingly et God make you into His image, or whether you
tend to resist His corrections!

God will not make of you what you are not willing to becone!

6. What will happen to those who fail to overcone and grow
-- to increase their responsibilities? Verses 20-24.

7. What is done with the wi cked servant's responsibility?
Verse 24. Mght this seemunjust to sonme? Verse 25. But what does
Christ say? What is the principle by which each person will earn
his reward? Verse 26

COMMENT: One way by which the reward of the saved will be
determ ned is by how much each one does with what he or she is
gi ven. Those who acconplish nmuch with what they are given wll
recei ve a GREAT reward. Those who acconplish little, will receive
only a small reward.

But everyone has not been given equal talents and abilities.
VWhat does God say is yet another way He will determ ne the
rewards of the saved?

Reward According to Ability

Turn now to the parable of talents recorded in Matthew
25: 14- 30.

1. Did Christ liken hinmself to a rich man traveling to a far
country -- heaven? Verse 14.

2. In what way did He divide up the goods nentioned in the
par abl e? Verse 15. Were all the quantities equal, or didn't He
give responsibilities ACCORDI NG TO EACH MAN' S NATURAL ABI LI TY?
Same verse

COMMENT: The word "talent” in the King Janes Version is
actually a neasure of weight. One tal ent woul d equal about $1000
in today's world.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Mbdern visitors trace the steps of early
Christians down the main street of ancient Ephesus.
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Not everyone has been given the same ability. Some have had
nore education, nore | eadership, nore personality, or nore
physi cal strength than others.

In Hs wisdom God Al mghty knows each one of us far better
than we can even know oursel ves. He knows where our strengths
lie, and what our weaknesses are. He knows that in order to be
real ly happy we must have responsibilities that are a chall enge
to us, yet not a burden

Each of our individual abilities is God-given. He has
created each of us with a specific purpose in mnd, and He has
prom sed to give us the powerful help of His Holy Spirit to
achi eve that purpose.

Just as our abilities are God-given, so our responsibilities
are al so God-given -- according to the abilities He knows we
have.

3. How did each servant deal with the talents God gave him
in the parable? Verses 16-18.

4. When Christ returns will He "reckon”™ with Hs servants?
Mat. 25:19, Rom 14:12 and Il Cor. 5:10.

5. How did Christ reveal each servant woul d be rewarded?
Mat. 25:20-23. Did Christ promse rulership to H's faithfu
servants? Verses 21 and 23. Wuld faithful servants be permtted
to share in the JOY of the God Fam |y? Same verses.

6. Is there any difference between the rewards given to the
first two servants of the parable, even though they may have
originally been given different responsibilities based on their
natural abilities? Verses 21 and 23.

COMMENT: Even though each man was originally given
responsibility based on his natural abilities, both of the first
two servants increased their responsibilities one hundred per
cent. THEY BOTH W LL RECElI VE THE SAME REWARD!

7. What of the [ast servant? CQut of fear and |aziness did he
hide his responsibilities instead of working with then? Verses
24-25. VWhat will Christ say to such a person? Verses 26-30.

8. What will happen to those who fail to do good works --
practicing obedience to God's commandnments? WIIl they |ose the
"gift" also? Verse 30

9. By what principle will Christ determ ne how the rewards
of the saved will be given? Verse 29. Isn't this parabl e another
exanpl e of how rewards are earned -- isn't it nerely another
illustration of the principle nmentioned in Luke 19: 267

COMMENT: Christ will give the reward of rulership to those
who begin here and now to do good works.

He will deternmine the rewards of the saved in two ways:

FIRST, He will reward each overconmer according to the
spiritual stature to which each has grown by the tinme of H's
return. SECOND, He will give those who acconplish nmore with their
l[imted natural ability the greater reward, and those who
acconplish less, |esser rewards.

Those who fail to obey H s commandnents, who do no good
works at all, will be cast into the Lake of Fire to suffer the
second deat h.

Rewar ds Al ready Prom sed Overconers

Sonme of the responsibilities in God' s Kingdom have al ready
been prom sed to particul ar individuals. Your Bible reveals who
they are and what jobs they will hold.

1. Who is presently seated with God the Father on the
Father's throne? Rev. 3:21. Did Christ overcone? Sane verse. Is
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He now God the Father's "right hand man" with authority over al
angel s, authorities and powers under Hi s Father? | Pet. 3:22, and

Eph. 1:20-21.
2. As the second in authority in the God Fam |y, does Jesus
Christ have many crowns -- nmany offices of authority? Is He A

GREAT KING? Rev. 19:16.

COMVENT: As our Saviour and elder brother, Jesus Christ --

t he FI RSTBORN of many brethren -- has already qualified for the
hi ghest office under God the Father in the God Fanily. No one
el se can ever qualify for Hs office -- God has pronmised it to
H mas H s reward!

3. Is Christ also a Hgh Priest? Heb. 5:5.

COMMENT: Christ's duties and responsibilities are many. He
has qualified for the highest rewards as both King and Priest in
God' s Ki ngdom

4. Consider next the exanples of Saul and David. CGod created
the office of king over the people of Israel in the AQd
Testanent, didn't He? | Sam 10:24-26 and | Sam 12:13.

COMMENT: Cod first selected Saul to rule over Israel. The
peopl e approved of him Had he been a conqueror of his human
nature and yielded to God's commandnents, he woul d have qualified
to exercise that sane office forever in the Kingdom of God. BUT
SAUL FAI LED

5. After Saul failed, who did God nmake Ki ng over ancient
Israel? Il Sam 7:8. Did God pronmise that David' s throne would be
established forever? Verse 16.

6. In the mllennium does God prom se that David will rule
over the nations of Israel and Judah? Ezek. 37:21-24. At this
time will David have the gift of eternal life so he will be able
to be King of Israel FOREVER? Verse 25

COMMVENT: Cod chose David, a man after His own heart, to rule
i nstead of Saul. David overcane! He qualified to rule THROUGHOUT
ETERNITY in that office. No one el se can ever occupy the office
of King over I|srael which has been prom sed to David.

7. When Jesus called the apostles, He didn't call themto
fulfill the sane office already pronmised to David. Wat offices
will they be given? Mat. 19:28. Are each of the apostles prom sed
a ki ngdon? Luke 22: 30.

COMMENT: Christ has prom sed twelve of the fourteen who
originally acconpanied H mrulership over the twelve tribes of
Israel. He didn't call themto fulfill David s office, but to
judge separate tribes and rul e UNDER Davi d.

Many of the men mentioned in the Bible have al ready
qualified for SPECIFIC responsibilities in God's Fanm |y

8. Did the apostle Paul know that a crown was pronised him
in God s kingdom even though he suffered death as a martyr in
Apostolic times? Il Tim 4:6-8.

Why Ki ngshi p a Rewar d!

Many people are surprised to learn that David will be a King
over Israel in the future. They suppose that David woul d rather
be a doorkeeper in God's Kingdomthan to exercise rul ership over
God' s peopl e.

The problemis few people have ever really understood the
duties of a King as defined by the Bible, and few have realized
why God offers Kingship to overcomers as a REWARD!

1. Wien Janes and John cane to Christ asking of H ma great
reward in the Kingdom what did He say? Mat. 20:20-28 and Mark
10: 35-45. Did Jesus explain the difference between Kingship in
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God' s Kingdom and the kings of this evil world? Mat. 20:25-28
and Mark 10:42-45.

2. Wo was the greatest human exanple of this sort of
sel fl ess service? Mat. 20:28 and Mark 10:45. But who is a greater
servant than Jesus Christ? John 14:28 and John 10: 29.

COMMENT: God the Father created everything by and with Jesus
Christ. He sustains it by the word of H's Power. In creating and
sustaining the entire universe, the physical |aws which govern
life on earth, and the spiritual |aws which nake it possible for
human beings to be born into H's Famly, God is truly the
greatest servant of all.

Kingship in God's kingdomw ||l be given to those who prove
here and now by their own selfless service in obedience to God's
laws that they will continue to serve others in the future

Those who are faithful in serving in their small physica
responsibilities as human beings will be given the opportunity to
serve in greater spiritual responsibilities as nmenbers of the CGod

Fam |y
3. What sort of service does a spiritual King render to H's
subj ects? How does God -- the greatest King -- represent Hinself

to us? Rom 8:14-17

COMMENT: The God Kingdomis a famly grown great! Even
t hough God the Father is the greatest King, who has majesty,
gl ory, power and great authority, He represents Hnself to us as
our Father.

Christ is His firstborn Son. He is also a King. Christians
who will be born again are prom sed rewards of kingship -- we
wi || become nmenbers of God's own Family, brothers of Jesus
Christ, and sons of God the Father. Qurs will be a Famly
relationship. W will all be menbers of God's own househol d (Eph
2:19).

God the Father deals with us as a loving parent. He is
concerned for our welfare, our happi ness, our needs and our
wants. In His capacity as our Father, He uses all of H's power,
m ght and authority to hel p us becone nore and nore like He is.

As a direct consequence, we beconme happi er and happier. Qur
happi ness is our Father's direct reward for His labors in our
behal f -- just as any father would take joy in teaching,
trai ni ng, guiding, counseling, and hel ping his children

4. Does Christ tell us that God is nore interested in us
t han our physical fathers have been? Heb. 12:8 and Luke 11:11-13.

5. Is Jesus Christ also called a "Father"? Isa. 9:6 and Jer.
31: 9.

COMMVENT: Just as Abrahamis called the "father of the
faithful” and George Washington is called the "father" of his
country, the United States, so Jesus Christ will be called the
Father of Israel. He founded Israel in Ad Testanent tines, and
will rule over all nations -- including Israel -- in the Wrld
Tonor r ow.

Christ will exercise His authority over all the peoples of
the earth as a father governs his famly

6. WIIl Christians born into God's Family receive rewards of
rul ership over the nations and cities of this earth under Jesus
Christ? Rev. 2:26-27 and Luke 19:17, 19. WII they also rule as
"fathers"? See Comment.

COMMVENT: Just as the founders and rulers of nations are
called "fathers"” of their countries, so the governors and mayors
of cities are called the "city fathers.” They guide and plan the
various public works of the city they serve.

Those who learn to rule over small responsibilities now by
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managi ng their homes according to God's |aws, repairing and

mai ntai ning their property, keeping their houses neat and cl ean
handl i ng their finances according to the laws of tithing, and by
properly rearing their children, are qualifying for greater
rewards as rulers of cities and nations of homes in God's

Ki ngdom Then they will be responsible for teaching others the
very | essons they have | earned.

Those Christians who qualify in technical or industrial
fields will help to set the industry and | abor of the future
aright.

They will teach everyone to give an honest day's work to
their enployer, instead of promoting | aziness by |abor strikes.

Converted scientists will teach the scientists of the future
to utilize the tremendous powers of chem stry and physics as God
Al mghty intended themto be used, not to invent super weapons of
mass destruction.

Just as Henry Ford is sonetinmes called the "father of the
aut onobi | e* and Gregor Mendel was called the "father" of genetic
studies, so Christians who are rewarded with rulership in
i ndustrial and technical fields will be the future "Fathers of
I ndustry. "

Al t hough Christians born again as nenbers of God's Famly
will have less authority than God the Fat her and Jesus Chri st,
they will still be, in a very real sense, "Fathers" who wll
adm ni ster their authority with the selfless love of a father for
his children

They will be the pioneers of the future. The | eaders who
begin to teach this whole world the | essons of Godly character
that man has not | earned for 6000 years. Having found true
happi ness by living in harnony with and not rebellion against
God's wonderful laws, they will have the very power of the God
Fam |y to teach multiple generations to cone the ways of |asting
happi ness.

Rewar ds Bring Acconplishment and Service

1. wn't Jesus Christ have other titles as well as that of
Father, indicating that He will have other responsibilities? Isa.
9:6. Is Christ called a wonderful counsellor? Sanme verse.

COMMVENT: The Hebrew of this verse could better be translated
"Wonderful in counsel is God the Mghty,"” as illustrated by the
Masoretic Text (see Isa. 9:5).

VWhat does it nean to be a "wonderful counsellor?"

One of Christ's duties is to advise, guide and instruct H s
people. His job as our Hgh Priest is to help us with our
probl ens, and he is qualified to do so because He too | earned
obedi ence by the things that He suffered (Heb. 2:17-18).

In the future many reborn Christians will be able to serve
as "wonderful counsellors” to the nations that will |ive during
the mllenniumand later in the judgnment period. They are already
bei ng prepared now by | earning | essons of obedi ence and passing
these | essons on as wi se counsel to their children

2. Does the Bible teach women should al so be preparing for
rewards in CGod's Kingdomas well as nen? | Peter 3:7. Notice the
words, "heirs together of the grace of life.” WIIl there be sex
difference in God's Kingdon? Luke 20: 35- 36.

COMMENT: Wonren, too, who in this life are diligent in
teaching their children the vital principles of God's laws wll
be qualified, just as nmen are, to teach others in God' s Ki ngdom
There will be neither male nor female in that world of spirit.



18

Al will partake, however, of the characteristics of manliness.

How do woren qualify now? By teaching little children who
are seeking to learn, but need the correction and help only a
not her can provi de!

Little children | earn by doi ng chores.

Thi nk of it!

The very jobs you are doing now on a small scale, you wll
have the chance to do serving hundreds, thousands, perhaps even
mllions in the NEAR FUTURE! Then, with the power and w sdom of a
menber of the God Famly, you will be able to al ways make the
ri ght decisions wthout any m scal cul ati ons.

The responsibilities God offers as rewards to overconers
will never be tiresone, irksone tasks. Wien God gives you eterna
life you will never become tired, but instead you will find your
strength, your youth and abilities BOUNDLESS (Psal m 103:5)!

Finally Wrld Peace!

1. What other title does Jesus Christ have that He will
share with those who are born again? Isa. 9:6. What does it mean
to be "Prince of Peace? John 10:10.

COMMENT: Mbst peopl e have never begun to realize the fullest
meaning inplied by this final title shared by the nmenbers of the
Fam |y of God.

The Hebrew word transl ated here "peace" is "SHALOM' and
means much nore than nmerely ceasing fromthe strife of wars.
Strong' s Exhaustive Concordance (nunber 7965 in its Hebrew
| exi con) reveals the rich neaning of this unique word, "health
and conpl ete prosperity.”

As Prince of Peace Jesus is coming to reveal to mankind a
truly abundant way of life -- conplete prosperity.

2. Did David realize God could teach this world the way to a
rich abundant |ife? Psal m16:11

3. Wien God's Kingdomis established on this earth in a very
few short years fromnow, will all nations want to | earn how they
too can have abundant life? Isa. 2:2-4. WII this naturally |ead
to an end of wars? Verse 4.

4. If you have the ability to teach others the ways of God's
laws that |ead to abundant life, will you be in great demand as a
t eacher? Zech. 8:23.

COMMENT: For 6000 years man has consuned hinself and his
energies in fruitless war after war. In a very few years Jesus
Christ is returning to this earth as the King of kings and Lord
of lords, and will forcibly put an end to man's final war which

woul d ot herwi se destroy all life on this planet. But in order to
establish a lasting peace, Christ will need to re-educate this
wor | d. For one thousand years -- called the mllennium-- this

process of re-education will continue until everyone has had an
opportunity to learn God' s ways.

After the mllennium the one-hundred-year Wiite Throne
Judgnment Period will make this same wonderful know edge avail abl e
to the multiple billions who have never before had a chance to
understand CGod's pl an

To acconplish such a massive re-education program God
Almghty is calling people now to be teachers.

5. Did God promi se ancient Israel a tine when they would
have new teachers? Isa. 30:20. How woul d these new teachers help
themto learn God's | aws? Verse 21.

6. How wi |l people react when their teachers are so cl ose at
hand to hel p? Verse 22. And will their new obedi ence bring
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bl essi ngs upon then? Verses 23-25.

COMMENT: Thi s prophecy has never yet been fulfilled.

If you are willing to learn the I essons of this Iife and
overconme as Jesus Christ did, you will be able to help fulfill
t hese words of |saiah for generations of people in the Kingdom of
God.

VWhat you do now, and how well you do it will determ ne your
reward in God's Ki ngdom

Those who learn to subnmit thenselves to God's will, in
obedience to His lawas it is revealed in Hs word, will inherit
the glory and the responsibilities of the very Fam |y of Cod.

Those who resist God's instruction, who fail to overcone
their carnal human nature, will be cast out to have no part in
the wonderful future God offers.

The prom se of a wonderful reward is only open to those who
do overcone. Undreaned-of powers to renake this world into a
happy, productive, peaceful place will be placed in the hands of
those who are faithful in the "little" they have been given.

Rewar ds Last FOR ETERNI TY

1. What ultimate reward is prom sed to those who overcone?
Rev. 21:7, Heb. 2:6-8. Although we are lowy nmen now, does God
prom se to crown us with glory and honor? Verse 7. In addition,
will He set us over the works of His hands as a reward? Sane
verse. Does that include ALL THINGS -- the entire universe? Verse
8.

2. After Hs plan is conpleted, and God the Father descends
to earth to begin to establish the New Heavens and the New Earth,
who will walk in the Holy Gty? Rev. 21:23-26. But who will be
kept out? Verse 27. \What will happen to those who refuse to be
happy obeying God's | aws? Rev. 21:8.

3. WIIl the Famly of God be centered in the Holy GCity? Rev.
22:3-6. WIIl all have thrones or jobs to do? Verse 5 notice | ast
part, "they shall REIGN for ever and ever."

4. What is Jesus Christ's final adnonition recorded in the
Bi bl e? Rev. 22:10-15. Is Christ comng QUCKLY to reward everyone
according to their works? Verse 12. Wo are those who are given
eternal life, and the reward of being in the capital city of the
Uni verse for eternity, refashioning and creating the New Heavens
and the New Earth? Verse 14. |s God preparing to make all things
new? Rev. 21:5.

COMMENT: Those who are given the gift of eternal life, and
i nherit dom nion over this earth according to the prom se nmade to
Abraham w Il be given a position of rulership in God's Fanmily
for eternity.

VWhat each one does as a part of God's Famly will depend on
what he is doing now And each will have the chance to
participate in the making of ALL TH NGS NEW

The Bible is God's revelation to man of the basic know edge
man needs to beconme a part of that Ki ngdom

God has not reveal ed what His plans are after He begins to
make all things new. He only gives us the briefest glinpse of
what |ies ahead. W do know that there will be no end to God's
Kingdom It will continue to grow and grow. Each one who
qualifies for a reward in God's Kingdomwi Il growwth it.

Wth such a wonderful goal ahead, and the know edge that God
will help us achieve it by the power of His Spirit, each one of
us should be stirred to greater zeal, greater effort, greater
acconpl i shrent .
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In the next |lesson of this Correspondence Course you wl|l
learn the inmportant part faith plays in your life, and how by
exercising faith you can achieve this goal, the purpose for which
you have been born.



