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Spect acul ar view of Tines Square, New York City, with
glittering electric signs and theatre marquees. Amid the hustle
and bustle of nodern cities, the average person sees only what
man's creative genius has done. Little or no thought is given to
the suprene creative mnd and power of Al mghty God! No wonder so
few have living, active faith in God today!

WHAT I'T MEANS TO "LI VE BY FAI TH'

You live in a MATERIALISTIC world -- a world which has | ost
t he KNOALEDGE of the TRUE GOD. This world is totally ignorant of
God's Truth, H's Way of life, Hs POAER and H s glorious
PROM SES!

Consequently you live in a FAl THLESS generati on!

Wy God Is Forgotten

No wonder you hear people say, "My faith isn't very strong"
-- or, "l just can't seemto WORK up the faith." Peopl e today
don't really know what faith IS, or why they do not possess it.

The apostle Paul was inspired to wite: "But WTHOUT FAITH,
IT IS | MPOSSI BLE TO PLEASE HHM for he that conmeth to God MJST
BELI EVE THAT HE IS, and that He is a REWARDER of them t hat
DI LI GENTLY SEEK HIM'" (Heb. 11:6). And so, "the just shall LIVE BY
FAI TH'" (Heb. 10:38).

It takes LIVING faith to obey God and receive His gift of
eternal life. None can be born into the glorious Kingdom of Cod
and rule with Jesus Christ w thout active, LIVING faith!

Only the Overconers

Today God is calling the "firstfruits"” of Hi s great Master
Plan in order to prepare themfor positions of rulership in Hs
Kingdom Only to a FEWof the mllions who have heard the true
message, has God granted a consci ous CONVI CTI NG KNOALEDGE of the
Trut h.

By these Bible | essons God is calling you. He is calling YOU
to alife of SEPARATION -- to a new and different, spirit-filled
and spirit-led Iife. WIIl you open your ears to hear?

God purposes that you GROVNin spiritual grace and know edge
so you will be prepared, trained and fitted for a position of
responsibility in H's ruling Kingdom

ONLY those who QUALIFY by the training, the overcom ng, the
spiritual devel opment and growth -- DURING TH S PRESENT LI FE --
wWill rule in the Wrld Tonorrow with Jesus Christ!

So the Christian life is a new and different life -- an
OVERCOM NG Iife. Sin nust be torn out root and branch! And it
must all be done THROUGH FAI TH!



2

But what 1S faith? Exactly what KIND of faith do we need to
pl ease God -- to live the OBEDI ENT, overcomng Christian life
outlined in the Bible?

Before we |l earn the answer, let's be sure we understand what
faith i s NOT!

VWhat Faith |I's NOT!

Faith is NOT the "power of positive thinking"! This is man's
met hod of sel f-deception -- deceiving hinself into believing he
is getting "better and better, in every way, every day."

You may have heard this type of thinking called
"bootstrapisnt -- trying to pull yourself up by your own
bootstraps. In other words, trying to i nprove and overcone BY
YOUR OAN PONER.

This nethod builds confidence in SELF. The w sest man who
ever lived knew the difference between confidence in the self and
the RIGHT KIND of confidence. King Sol onon called the person who
trusts in his OM heart a "FOOL"! (Prov. 28:26.)

Many people often nake the m stake of confusing faith with
EMOTI ONS. They try to "work up faith,” which to them neans an
enoti onal feeling.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Many assume they can "work up" faith through
enotionalism Here is a common pseudo-spiritual neeting.

Sancti nmoni ous sentinmentality, feelings and enoti ons ARE OF
THE FLESH -- not of the Spirit of God which is from ABOVE! These
feelings are not the EVIDENCE of having faith. They are in the
cl ass of what can be seen, heard, tasted, snelled, or felt.

Faith is a SPIRITUAL matter -- NOT PHYSI CAL!

Then to LIVE BY FAITH certainly does NOT nean that you go
around with sone sentinental FEELING act in a sanctinoni ous
manner whi ch nost people call "spiritual,” or follow after
physi cal or nental signs!

In this | esson of the Anbassador Coll ege Bible
Correspondence Course, you will learn exactly what KIND of faith
God wants you to have WHY YOU need it, HONto receive it, and how
to LIVE by it!

For W THOUT LIVING FAITH, you'll never be born into God's
gl ori ous Kingdom as a powerful, RULING Son of God!

LESSON 43
God Defines Faith

The el eventh chapter of Hebrews is often referred to as the
"faith" chapter of the Bible. In it the apostle Paul rem nds us
of the many inspiring exanples of LIVING faith displayed by nen
of God in Ad Testanent tines.

And in this chapter is contained GOD'S DEFI NI TI ON of faith.
Let's begin to understand what faith really is.

1. Is "faith toward God" one of the foundational principles
-- one of the elenentary truths or doctrines -- of the Bible?
Heb. 6:1.

2. Does God also tell us it is IMPOSSIBLE to please Hm
W THOUT faith? Heb. 11:6.

3. Then do spirit-begotten Christians "wal k" -- LIVE their
lives -- by faith? Rom 1:17 and Il Cor. 5:7. Do they seek and
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| ook forward to prom ses and rewards which are NOT SEEN? Col .
3:1-4.

4. Did Paul elsewhere verify the fact that Christians seek
after the REAL, but "unseen" rewards and prom ses of God? Il Cor.
4:18.

COMMENT: True Christians | ook forward to bl essings and
rewards which are real and tangible, but SPIR TUAL -- "UNSEEN'!
5. Do the above scriptures confirm God's DEFI N TI ON of

faith? Heb. 11:1.

COMMENT: Faith is the SUBSTANCE -- nore accurately rendered
ASSURANCE, or CONFIDENCE -- "of things HOPED for." You do not
HOPE for that which you already HAVE. So faith cones BEFCRE
possessi on. Before you receive what you hope for, you already
have it in substance, and that SUBSTANCE -- that ASSURANCE, or
confidence that YOU SHALL possess it -- is FAITH

Then again, faith is an EVIDENCE -- "the evidence of things
NOT SEEN. " Faith PRECEDES the actual receiving of what you hope
for. And faith is the EVIDENCE YOU SHALL have it, BEFORE you even
SEE it. It is the EVIDENCE of things YET UNSEEN. YOU do not HAVE
it. You do not SEE it, or FEEL it -- yet faith is your EVI DENCE
that you shall have it.

Havi ng the thing hoped for -- SEEINGit -- is not faith.
Fai t h PRECEDES possessi on, whether physical or spiritual, because
faith is ABSCLUTE CONFI DENCE -- ASSURANCE -- YQU SHALL possess
it!

6. Does having faith toward God nean we BELI EVE God exi sts
and that He REWARDS US both in this Ilife and in the life to cone
as long as we sincerely serve and OBEY H n? Heb. 11:6.

COMMENT: Faith is not sonmething you try to nake yourself
THI NK YOU have when you really don't have it.

Faith is expressed in ABSOLUTE RECOGNI TI ON t hat God exi sts
and that He bl esses us for our OBEDIENCE TO Hi's laws. This faith
is ACQUI RED. You cannot HYPNOTI ZE yourself into receiving that
ki nd of faith.

7. Did Noah have this kind of faith when he built the ark
God had comranded? Heb. 11:7. Did he have any PHYSI CAL EVI DENCE
that a flood would come? Sane verse. Notice the words "things not
seen as yet."

COMMENT: Faith is a trust and confidence in the invisible
God to performwhat He has NOT YET done, and which nortal flesh
CANNOT do!

8. How does this kind of believing faith BE@AN to come into
our hearts and m nds? Rom 10:17 and Eph. 5:17.

COMMENT: Faith is the ASSURANCE that what God promises in
Hs Wrd He will perform But before you can KNOWNwhat God will
perform you first need to know WHAT GOD PROM SES!

Here is one reason why so many lack faith today. They are
not famliar with the many exanples of living faith contained in
the Bible. They're ignorant of God's PROM SES and they're
i gnorant of His great PONER to intervene in their |ives!

The first step, then, is to search the Scriptures to LEARN
what is God's wll.

9. How can we be ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN God will performHs
prom ses given in the Bible? Heb. 6:18.

COMMENT: God is perfect, holy and righteous character. Cod
CANNOT |ie because He has WLLED NOT TO Therefore, you can KNOW
God will performwhat He promises since He will not lie! God will
NEVER BREAK a promi se!

We can have absol ute confidence -- POSITIVE FAI TH -- that
God will always do whatever He has prom sed.
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And so we might sumup God's definition of faith in this
way: Faith is assurance that God's Wrd is TRUE, that Hs
prom ses are SURE, and that it is |IMPOSSI BLE FOR GOD TO LI E! This

assurance, this RELIANCE on GOD'S WORD -- this CONFIDENCE -- IS
FAl TH!
Abr aham -- "Father" of the Faithful

O all the exanples of LIVING faith recorded in the Bible,
Abrahamis life is one of the nost outstanding.

Abr aham has ALREADY qualified to fill one of the very top
positions in God's Kingdominmredi ately under Jesus Christ, when
he is resurrected at Christ's return. He qualified by having
UNQUESTI ONI NG, ACTIVE FAITH in the prom ses of God.

Let's begin to | earn how Abraham becanme known as the
"FATHER' -- the forerunner -- of all the faithful.

1. Did God call Abrahamout of the land in which he was
residing? Gen. 12:1. Did Abraham ARGUE wi th God about |eaving? O
did he, in FAITH sinply DO as God comuanded hinf? Heb. 11:8 and
Gen. 12:4-5. (Canaan was the |land known as Pal estine today.)

2. Did God prom se to nmake of Abraham a GREAT NATION, and to
bl ess hi m exceedi ngly? Gen. 12:2. Did he BELI EVE God? Cen.

15: 5-6.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Above, well-preserved ruins of the southern "U of
t he Chal dees," naned after Ur, the birthplace of faithful Abraham
in northern Mesopotam a. Right, God speaks to Abram telling him
to | eave Haran and go to the | and of Canaan.

3. Did God al so promi se Abrahamthe [ and of Canaan, or
Pal estine, as an inheritance? Gen. 12:7. Upon what CONDI Tl ON?
Gen. 17:1-2. Notice the words, "WALK before nme, and be thou
PERFECT, " in verse 1. Was this pronise later to expand and spread
until it ultimately included inheritance of the WHOLE earth? Gen.
22:17 and Rom 4:13.

COMMENT: In making His original prom se to Abraham Cod
conditioned it upon OBEDI ENCE. And Abraham obeyed! He left his
native land, his friends and relatives, his old ways of life he
FORSOOKX ALL and foll owed where Cod | ed.

But God did not stop here in testing Abraham before naking
t he prom se UNCONDI Tl ONAL.

4. Did God pronise Abraham and his wife, Sarah, a son
THROUGH WHOM his fam |y would grow great? Gen. 17:15-16, 19. How
old were they then? Verse 17.

5. Did both Abraham and Sarah TRUST God in FAITH for the son
whi ch He had prom sed, despite their old age? Rom 4:18-21 and
Heb. 11:11-12. How ol d was Abraham when |saac was born? Gen.

21:5. Notice that Sarah was wel|l past the age of child-bearing,
whi ch made this a MRACLE in itself!

COMMENT: Abraham was 75 years ol d when he was called into
the Iand of prom se (Gen. 12:4). He waited patiently and
FAI THFULLY -- 25 long, LONG years -- for the son through whom his
famly would grow as nunerous as the sand by the sea.

During those 25 | ong years, Abraham denonstrated faith in
God by his OBEDI ENCE. This faith grew and grew. It was fortified
t hrough years of testing. And finally the fruit of that faith was
t he begi nning of the great nation of Israel through his son
| saac.
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Whul d YQU have grown di scouraged and di sheartened waiting
all those years? Not Abraham He didn't even consider the outward
ci rcunst ances. Physically speaking, the birth of |Isaac would have
been | MPCSSI BLE!' But Abr aham knew GOD HAD PROM SED to provide a
son -- and HE BELI EVED GOD! (Gen. 15:6.)

VWhat an inspiring EXAVPLE of LIVING FAITH There was NO
DOUBT in Abrahamis mind -- no fear or anxi ety about the outcone.
In his heart, he KNEW God had PROM SED, and that He COULD NOT
BREAK A PROM SE!

W& need to ask ourselves whether we really BELI EVE God. Do
we really CLAIMH s prom ses |ike Abrahanf?

Abr aham s Suprene Test

God did not stop in testing Abrahamwith Isaac's birth. He
wanted to be absolutely certain Abraham had UNQUESTI ONI NG
FAl THFUL OBEDI ENCE!

Noti ce how Abraham reacted to one of the greatest tests ever
pl aced on a human bei ng.

1. Did God tell Abrahamto actually SACRIFICE Isaac -- the
son whom he | oved and had waited for so |ong? Gen. 22:1-2.

COMMENT: The word "tenpt"” in verse 1 neans to TRY or TEST.
CGod tenpts no man to make himfall. Wen the King Janmes
translation was nmade in 1611, the word "tenpt"” neant to try, or
test.

2. Did Abraham OBEDI ENTLY fol |l ow God's orders concerni ng
| saac? CGen. 22:3.

COMMVENT: Abraham did not hesitate and begin to REASON wi thin
hinself. He didn't all ow negative and rebellious carnal thoughts
to flow through his mnd to prevent himfromfollow ng through
with God's orders.

Abraham di d not question God's command! He didn't ask WHY --
he did not try to remind God this was the son He had given him
after waiting for so many |long years. He sinply OBEYED He sinply
gat hered the necessary material, and began the three-day journey
to M. Moriah where he was to sacrifice |saac.

3. Wiy did Abraham obey God W THOUT QUESTI ON? Janes 2:23;
Rom 4:21 and Heb. 11:17-19.

COMVENT:  Abraham had COVPLETE CONFI DENCE! But NOT in
hi nsel f. He had absolute TRUST -- absolute FAITH -- in the
Et ernal Creator God!

God had PROM SED to give Abraham many nultiple mllions of
sons. Abraham knew | MVEDI ATELY that God coul d either RAISE |saac
fromthe dead or bless himw th other sons according to H s
prom ses. Abraham was FULLY PERSUADED t hat what soever God had
prom sed, He was ABLE TO PERFORM

4. Wth knife in hand and arm stretched forth, was Abraham
ready to slay his bel oved son? Gen. 22:10.

COMMVENT: It was at this nonent that Abraham in his own
heart and will, actually SLEWhis son! (Heb. 11:19.) He had
al ready started the downward plunge of the knifel

5. But did God halt Abraham BEFORE he actually woul d have
killed Isaac? Gen. 22:11-12.

COMVENT: CGod now knew for certain, because of Abraham s
actions -- his UNQUESTI ONI NG OBEDI ENCE -- that he would withhol d
NOTHI NG from Hi ml  Abraham had passed his suprene test of faith
wi thout faltering. He did not break under the pressure!

6. Did God prove Abrahamto be "faithful"? Neh. 9:7-8. Is
this why he is referred to as the "father” of the faithful? Rom
4:16.
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COMMENT: God had tested Abrahamis willingness to obey in and
t hrough FAI TH. Because Abrahamwas faithful -- FULL OF FAITH IN
GD -- the Bible refers to himas the SYMBCOLIC spiritual "father”
of all Christians who are also full of faith in this same sense.

7. After Abraham had been put to the suprenme test and found
faithful, did God's prom se then becone UNCONDI TI ONAL? Cen
22:15-18. Underline heavily in your Bible the words "BECAUSE THOU
HAST DONE THIS THING " in verse 16, and the words "BECAUSE THOU
HAST OBEYED My VO CE," in verse 18.

COMVENT: After God had tested Abrahamto the fullest extent
possi ble, H's prom se to Abraham and his seed was nade
UNCONDI Tl ONAL. Abr aham had al ready perfornmed H' S PART of the
covenant, or agreenent.

8. Did Abraham faithfully obey God in every way? Gen. 26:5.
Do those who "wal k," or live by faith today, FOLLOWN Abrahani s
exanpl e of faithful obedience? Rom 4:12.

COMVENT: Abraham had the kind of faithful obedience God
requires of all Christians. But what a sad |ack of that kind of
LIVING FAITH there is today! People do not believe God WLL keep
H s Wrd! They don't FEAR God or want to OBEY Himl

Do YOU?

Noah Built in Faith

Anot her very inspiring exanple of LIVING FAITHis the life
of righteous Noah, who "wal ked with God" over four thousand years
ago.

1. Was the world in Noah's day full of heinous w ckedness
and crinmes? Gen. 6:5, 11-12.

2. What puni shnent did God pronounce upon the world for its
grievous sins? Gen. 6:7. By what neans of destruction? Verse 17.
3. But who in this world of ranpant sin found grace, or

FAVOR, in God's sight? Gen. 6:8. Wiy did God especially show
mercy to Noah? Was it because Noah "wal ked with God" -- obeyed
Hminplicitly? Verse 9 and Il Pet. 2:5

4. God instructed Noah to build an enornmous ship in which he
and his faml|ly were to ESCAPE the great flood (CGen. 6:14-16). How
di d Noah DEMONSTRATE FAI TH in God's prom se of physical SALVATI ON
fromthe penalty of the world's sins? Gen. 6:22 and Heb. 11:7.

COMMENT: Notice that Noah DI D sonet hi ng! He PERFORVED ALL
that God commanded him Noah had H S PART to PERFORM before he
could receive God's prom se of PHYSI CAL SALVATION fromthe fl ood.
Faith and actions -- OBEDI ENCE -- GO hand i n hand!

For many decades Noah and his worknmen | abored to conplete
the ark. This was a project unprecedented in the history of that
worl d. The ENTIRE earth eventually heard about it! For scores of
years God gave the world a WTNESS agai nst its sins through
Noah's faithful obedience (Heb. 11:7).

5. Was there ANY PHYSI CAL EVI DENCE such a destructive flood
would -- or could come upon the earth? Heb. 11:7. Notice the
words "not seen as yet." Neverthel ess, did Noah do ALL that God
commanded himin absolute trusting, UNQUESTI ONI NG FAI TH? Sane
ver se.

COMMENT: Despite physical circunstances and appear ances,
Noah OBEYED God in faith. He built the ark, although there was NO
OBVI QUS REASON for doi ng sol!

Noah continually suffered the scorn, the abuse and ridicule
-- the persecution -- of all the taunting skeptics around him
But Noah continued to believe God. In ABSOLUTE FAI TH, he trusted
the Eternal Creator God whom he knew COULD NOT LI E!
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And so God TESTED Noah all these |ong years. Noah proved he

had faith in God by ACTINGon it -- by his unceasi ng obedi ence to
God. Noah had SAVING faith! This is the SAME kind of LIVING FAI TH
God wants us to have today -- if we desire to be born into H's

Fam |y as ruling Sons of God!
Faith to OBEY!

One of the nost thrilling exanples of living faith is
recorded in the book of Daniel

Set over the affairs of the province of Babyl on were
Daniel's three young friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
The FOCAL STORY of their lives has been hackneyed and rerun so
many tines, nost people probably feel they already understand
what happened. But there is MJCH MORE to it than the "stories”
about themtell

Notice it nowin the third chapter of Daniel

1. Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, had erected a great
gol den inmage. Did he command all the people to worship this ido
at certain times? Dan. 3:4-5. \Wat was to happen to those who
DI SOBEYED t he king's conmand? Verse 6.

COMMENT: One of the conmmandnents of God's eternal, spiritua
| aw FORBI DS such worship of images (Ex. 20:4-5).

2. Was the king informed that Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
refused to worship his golden idol? Verses 8, 12. Wat did
Nebuchadnezzar then do? Verses 13-15.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Doubting skeptics jeering Noah just before the
rains began. Noah's FAI THFUL OBEDI ENCE to God saved himfromthe
great worl dw de fl ood which destroyed sinful mankind.

COMMENT: Ki ng Nebuchadnezzar was w t hout doubt the nost
power ful and | MPRESSI VE Gentil e king who ever lived. H s very
presence was no doubt rmuch nore FEARsone and AWEsone than that of
any man alive today! H s very word or nod neant |life or death!
This was the nman before whom these three nen cane.

And as the heathen customstill is today, he had planned a
fanfare of cacophonic nusic before attenpting to force the three
| ads to bow down before the golden inage -- nuttering dire

threats of excruciating death in a burning, fiery furnace if they
refused to obey.
VWhat woul d you have done had you been in their place? Wuld

you have said, "Wll, I HAVE to bow down to this inmage -- | have
to do it or be killed!™ And perhaps you woul d have excused
yourself by reasoning thus: "I don't think God would be fair if

He puni shed ne for this, when He knows | am FORCED to do it
Anyway, He tells us to be subject to the power of the state!"

Yes, it's easy to use hunman reasoning to excuse di sobedi ence
to God. But God isn't |ooking for chances to punish us -- but
rather for opportunities to SAVE us THROUGH FAITH in H s power!

These three young nmen knew that we should OBEY GOD, rather
than men (Acts 5:29). They knew t hrough FAITH that GOD MAKES I T
PCSSI BLE

3. Were they hesitant or overcautious in answering the
king's threats? Dan. 3:16. Were they CONFI DENT that God was abl e
to deliver themeven fromthe fiery furnace? Verse 17

COMMENT: These cour ageous young nmen had the answer on the
tip of their tongues. They KNEWwhat they believed and there was
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NO QUESTI ON ABQUT I T!I' They were absol utely adamant in their
di splay of faith. They firmy BELI EVED God was able to DELI VER
themfromthe trial!

4. Did they still have faith in God even though they voiced
the idea God M GHT NOT choose to deliver thenf Verse 18.

COMMVENT: These nen refused to break God's commandnent
agai nst idolatry. Even if obeying God' s | aw nmeant death, they
chose to die rather than di sobey! Their ETERNAL sal vati on neant
nore to themthan their TEMPORARY physical |ives!

5. Then what did the king have done to these nen? Verses
19- 20.

COMMENT: God made these three nen face all the fury and
LIVID rage that King Nebuchadnezzar could nuster. This was not
easy! The furnace was heated SEVEN tinmes over! They were
i medi ately bound tightly -- still willing to go all the way --
and carried to the furnace. Here is where many would finally
falter. They were now absolutely hel pless and staring into the
flam ng nouth of the fiery furnacel

God did not rescue themeven at this crucial stage, but MADE
THEM GO BEYOND THE PO NT OF HUVMAN HELP! NO ONE coul d hel p now,
but GOD!I He had to see that they would not only be willing to SAY
they would go all the way, but He MADE them GO all the way before
He saved themfromthe trial!

6. Were they actually thrown into the furnace? Verses 21,

23.

COMMENT: Surely the God whomthey trusted woul d have them
rel eased before NOW But no -- there WAS NO PHYSI CAL EVI DENCE
what ever that God so nuch as heard -- they were THROMAN I N

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Wbul d you trust God to save you fromthe
equi val ent of a nodern 2650° F. blast furnace? Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego di d!

Was God unmi ndful of those who trusted in Hmto make
possi bl e the keeping of H s comandnents? Not God! But He
expected themto go that one step further -- to back up their
words by their ACTI ONS!

Sonetines CGod allows a TRIAL of faith. He did in their case.
Some might think He failed them but He only permitted themto be
TRI ED and TESTED!

VWhen Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego went into the burning,
fiery furnace, they KNEW God was for them They had no doubt but
that He was ever present, intensely OBSERVI NG what was taki ng
pl ace i n Nebuchadnezzar's court -- and that if they did their
part, God WOULD NOT FAIL THEM

7. To his amazenent, what did the king find when he | ooked
into the furnace? Verse 25. \Wat did Nebuchadnezzar say to the
three nen as they and God's angel wal ked around in the M DST of
the fire? Verses 26-28. Notice the words, "DELIVERED H S SERVANTS
THAT TRUSTED IN HM" in verse 28.

COMMENT: This is an astoundi ng exanple of LIVING faith! A
faith that trusted God to make it possible to OBEY H's | awM

But it would seemthat if anybody ever cane to the breaking
point, these nmen did! Yet they never even broached their
"breaking point" in this trial because they had ABSOLUTE FAI TH i n
God. And the CGod they faithfully obeyed did | NTERVENE to SAVE
t hem

Yes, WTH GOD it IS possible to keep all of H's conmandnents
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-- and don't let any man deceive you to the contrary!
Jesus Had LI VING FAI TH

Now let's | ook at the exanple of Jesus Christ. Wen Jesus
wal ked the earth in human flesh, He POSSESSED TREMENDOUS FAI TH!
He had MORE faith than any man who ever |ived!

Few realize that what He did -- Hi s obedience to Cod's | aws
and the mracles He perfornmed -- was not done by any supernatural
power of His OM. EVERYTHI NG He did was done literally THROUGH
FAITH in God's PONER, setting for us a marvell ous exanpl e.

1. Did Jesus plainly say He canme as a Messenger into this
worl d, bringing a nessage directly from God the Father to
manki nd? John 8:38, 42.

2. As God's Divine Messenger of the New Covenant, what was
Jesus' teaching concerning the Father's REQU REMENTS for beconi ng
a menber of H's Fam|ly? Mat. 19:16-17. Was Jesus tal ki ng about
the Ten Conmandnents? Verses 18-19.

COMMVENT: Jesus nentioned several of the TEN COVIVANDVENTS!
There is no question as to which | aw we nust keep in order to
inherit eternal life.

3. Did Jesus keep God's commandnments? John 15:10. Did He
keep t hem PERFECTLY? Heb. 4:15.

4. Did Jesus say He COULD OF HI MSELF do absol utely NOTHI NG?
John 5: 30.

COMMENT: Think of it! Even the very Son of God said He could
do NOTHI NG by Hinsel f!! Christ had absol utely NO SELF- CONFI DENCE
-- NO FAITH I N H MBELF!' How nmuch LESS, then, can you and |
acconpl i sh BY TRUSTI NG | N QURSELVES?

5. Then HONwas Jesus able to OBEY God perfectly and perform
great mracles -- what was the SOURCE of Christ's dynamic faith?
John 14:10.

COMMENT: The FATHER who lived IN Jesus through H s Holy
Spirit did the mghty works which Christ perfornmed, and nade H s
obedi ence possible! CHRI ST DID NOT HAVE ONE | OTA OF
SELF- CONFI DENCE, but HE HAD ALL CONFI DENCE -- ABSOLUTE FAI TH - -
IN GOD' S POAER! JESUS HAD THE FAI TH OF GCD!

oeying by the Faith of Christ

Most professing Christians believe in a DEAD faith of nere
BELIEF in the FACTS of Christ's existence and Hi s sacrifice for
the sins of mankind. They don't believe there is anything MORE
for themto DO

Is this the kind of DEAD FAI TH you' ve been trusting in all
t hese years?

Think for a monent! Could a just God command nen to do what
is | MPCSSI BLE? Or can we conceive of Jesus as a snart al eck young
man who knew nore than Hi s Father and therefore DID AWAY with Hi s
Fat her's commandnment s? How absurd! Yet this is the popul ar
t eachi ng t oday!

But the no-law deceiver will continue to argue, "No man can
keep the commandnments. Since FAITH has cone, we keep no |law --
faith has made it VO D

1. Are these no-law deceivers actually mnisters of Satan
the devil? Il Cor. 11:13-15.

COMMENT: The FALSE teachi ng being spread by professing
Christianity today is that Jesus kept God's holy spiritual law in
our STEAD -- that WE DON T HAVE TO KEEP IT! And so m | lions today
bel i eve God | MPUTES Jesus' righteousness to us, counting us as
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ri ghteous -- when we are NOT!

This is another CLEVER LIE of Satan the Devil to deceive
manki nd i nto DI SOBEYI NG God's spiritual |aw

No, Jesus didn't live a good life FOR YQU -- in your STEAD
YQU are not excused from keeping God's Commandnents -- from
living a righteous, holy life. You' re not excused from
overcom ng, growing in spiritual character, and enduring in spite
of all opposition, persecution, trial and test unto the end. You
and | nmust actually DO THESE THINGS in order to inherit eternal
life!

This is a great nystery to those who don't understand! Since
we MUST DO these things to be saved, yet are utterly unable to do
them of OQURSELVES, it is natural to conclude either that God sent
Jesus to do it for us and excuse us from acconplishing it, or
el se to becone di scouraged and be tenpted to quit even trying!

The true answer is the KEY to salvation! And the true answer
is FATH FAITH in God's POAER -- the sane kind of LIVING FAI TH
Jesus had!

2. Did the apostle Paul really say the |law of God is nade
VO D -- done away, or rendered unnecessary to keep -- through
faith? Rom 3:31. Is faith WTHOUT OBEDI ENCE a DEAD FAI TH? Jas.

2: 20-22.

COMMVENT: Faith ESTABLI SHES the |awl By keeping it, faith is
made perfect!

Yet, can we keep the commandnents? Is it really possible?
Here's the PLAIN TRUTH

3. Are we "justified" -- forgiven our past sins --
reconciled to God -- through our faith in the sacrifice of
Christ? Rom 3:24-26, 28.

4. But will only those who OBEY God's spiritual |aw be
justified? Rom 2:13.

COMMVENT: Jesus saves us FROM our sins, not IN our sins. Then
there are prior conditions. W nust believe, repent, and be
willing to obey.

We are justified, or FORG VEN our past sins, by our faith in
t he shed bl ood of Jesus Christ -- NOT by keeping God's |awm (Rom
3:20.) But this justification will be given only on the CONDI Tl ON
that we REPENT of our transgressions of God's spiritual [aw, and
then begin OBEYING it!

5. Must those who are "justified" live their |ives of
obedi ence by FAI TH? Heb. 10:38 and Rom 1:17. By WHOSE faith is a
Christian's righteousness -- obedience to God's spiritual |aw --

made possible? Phil. 3:9 and Rom 3:22.

6. Whose faith does the collective True Church of God have
today? Rev. 14:12.

COMMENT: The spirit-begotten nmenbers of God's True Church
have the very "FAITH OF JESUS." It's not just OUR faith in Hm
but HHS faith -- the very spiritual faith through which He
performed H's mracles and obeyed God's laws -- placed IN US and
ACTING I N Us!

7. Does the Bible call Jesus the "author" and "finisher" of
our faith? Heb. 12:2. \Wat does this nean?

COMMENT: A nore accurate translation of the words "aut hor™
and "finisher"” is PlONEER and PERFECTER And so Jesus led the
way, setting us the supreme EXAMPLE of living faith. But Jesus
al so PERFECTS His faith IN us! Here's how

8. Did the apostle Paul plainly state that Christ lived in
hin? Gal. 2:20. How did Christ live in hin? Phil. 2:5 and Rom
8:9-10. Then did Paul live his life by CHRIST'S FAI TH? Gal . 2:20.

COMMENT: Paul didn't live by his OM faith. Jesus Chri st
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dwelt in Paul through the Holy Spirit. And the Spirit of God
inplanted in Paul's mnd the SAVE KIND of faith that can be in
YOUR mind! This faith -- the very faith of Jesus Christ living in
you -- will enable you to live a righteous life, obeying all of
God' s Commandnents, as did the apostle Paul.

But exactly HOW does having the faith of Christ enable us to
obey God? Let's under st and.

9. Does LOVE fulfill CGod's |aw? Rom 13:10. Wat kind of
| ove? Rom 5:5. Does God's Holy Spirit inpart the | ove we need to
fulfill, or OBEY, the | aw? Sane verse.

COMMENT: Too many "commandnent keepers" are struggling
along, trying to keep God's conmandnents by their own power and
strength -- thinking it is THEIR OMN personal human | ove t hat
fulfills God's spiritual Law These "comuandnment keepers" have
only been converted to the ARGUMENT of keeping God' s commandnent s
-- never having received H's Spirit!

We do not OF OQURSELVES HAVE the kind of love that fulfills
God' s | aw and nmakes us righteous! LOVE is of God, for God IS | ove
(I John 4:16).

The Law is SPIRITUAL (Rom 7:14). But we are carnal by
nature (Rom 8:7). And so it takes a SPIRITUAL Iove to fulfill a
spiritual law. The Holy Spirit placed within us is GOD S LAWIN
ACTIONl' And since God al one can supply the |l ove that makes us
righteous, it becones GOD S righteousness, not ours.

10. What does having Christ's faith in us have to do with
this kind of |oving obedi ence? Notice again Phil. 3:9.

COMMENT: God's | ove by which we fulfill His | aw cones by the
FAI TH of Christ. His faith in us TRUSTS God to give us the LOVE
of the Holy Spirit which FULFILLS God's law -- thus enabling us
to be righteous!

If VE were able to supply the faith which brings everything
spiritual, then we, ourselves, would earn our own sal vati on by
OUR WORKS! It would be the kind of righteousness that is as
FI LTHY RAGS to Cod!

The scripture above speaks only of "THE FAITH OF CHRI ST"!
Yes, CHRIST'S faith -- not YOUR FAI TH. Jesus had REAL FAI TH - -
GOD' S FAITH And Christ in us gives -- inparts -- H'S strong
faith to you and me which TRUSTS GCD TO MAKE OUR SPI Rl TUAL
OBEDI ENCE AND OVERCOM NG PGCsSSI BLE.

How to Receive Christ's Faith
1. Is the very faith of Jesus Christ, by which we receive

eternal salvation, a G FT of God? Eph. 2:8-9. Is this faith one
of the attributes of the Holy Spirit? Gal. 5:22. Does it enable

you to do "good works" -- to OBEY God's spiritual |aw? Eph. 2:10
and 1:4.

COMMENT: God wants you to have the living faith that was in
Jesus Christ -- the kind that overconmes sin in your life and

enabl es you to obey God's spiritual |law But you weren't born
with that kind of faith! It is a GFT of God inparted by Hs Holy
Spirit.

2. Then how can you receive this kind of faith -- the very
faith of Jesus Christ? Acts 2:38. Miust you be WLLING to obey
God? Acts 5:32. And nust you al so supply your own FAITH, or
belief, in sonmething? Acts 20:21 and | Cor. 5:7.

COMMENT: God will give H's Holy Spirit and the resulting
faith of Christ only to those who neet these PRI OR CONDI Tl ONS.

Repentance is toward God and neans that our whole self has
been CRUSHED! We UTTERLY ABHOR not only our old sinful way of
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life, but also WHAT WE ARE -- realizing our whole human nature is
EVIL (Jer. 17:9; Rom 8:7). We nust QU T SINNING and SI NCERELY
DESIRE to begin living by all of God's Conmandnents!

Then we nust show our OMWN firmfaith, or belief, in the
sacrifice of the blood of Jesus Christ to pay the death penalty
whi ch our past sins have incurred. Upon OUR inmplicit faith in the
feet of His death -- our acceptance of Hi mas our personal Savior
fromour sins -- and then our baptismin water, God is BOUND BY
HS WoRDto GVE US Hi's Holy Spirit!

Yes, it does take OUR OMWN FAI TH TO believe in the sacrifice
of Jesus Christ for our sins. But when the Holy Spirit comes into
us, then we have the FAITH OF CHRIST inplanted within us. This is
SAVING FAITH And it all cones as a FREE G FT from God!

3. How nust we present ourselves to God every day to assure
our CONTINUED receipt of Hs Holy Spirit and the FAI TH of Jesus
Christ? Rom 12:1-2.

COMMENT: God's way to faith and power is the direct OPPCOSI TE
of the FALSE ways of this world! God's way is the way of GETTI NG
RI D OF SELF, of THROWN NG AVWAY the rebellious, cast-iron human
will that is CONTRARY to God -- of CONTINUALLY CRUCI FYI NG THE OLD
SELF W TH CHRI ST!

4. WAs the apostle Paul a "living sacrifice"? Gl. 2:20. Was
he crucified with Christ through BAPTI SM? Rom 6: 3-6.

COMVENT: Paul was crucified with Christ -- buried
SYMBOLI CALLY in the watery grave of baptism The "old Paul" DI ED!
He then cane up out of the water a new SPIRI TUAL MAN, now havi ng
received the Spirit of God and the faith of Jesus Christ. Christ
then lived in Paul -- guided, hel ped and inspired himthrough the
power of the Holy Spirit. He was able to live a different,

OBEDI ENT |life by the FAITH of Christ. Paul was the | NSTRUVENT
t hrough whi ch Chri st worked!
Jesus Christ does not change (Mal. 3:6). He is the sane

today as when He lived in Paul (Heb. 13:8). Christ will live in
you just as He did in the apostle Paul if you actually Q VE your
very SELF -- your will, your desires and your conplete MND --

into God's hands!

Then you can have the sane positive attitude as the apostle
Paul and say, "I can do all things THROUGH CHRI ST WH CH
STRENGTHENETH ME" (Phil. 4:13).

Faith Must Be Alive and G ow ng!

1. Once we receive God's Holy Spirit, must the faith that it
imparts GRON? |l Thes. 1:3.

COMMENT: Faith is NOT inplanted whol e and conpl ete when we
receive the Spirit of God. Faith nust GRON It needs to be
nourished in order to develop into conplete and perfect faith.

We nmight conpare faith to a grain of nustard seed. Faith
must CONTI NUOUSLY GRONto maturity. It has to be ALIVE! It starts
small, just like the grain of nmustard seed, but it nmust GROVNinto
perfection.

Here's how it nust be devel oped.

2. Contrary to what professing "Christianity" believes
t oday, what must be ADDED TO faith to make it alive and perfect?
Jas. 2:14-20, 26.

COMMENT: But how can that be? Can faith grow to perfection
by wor ks?

Yes, because faith nmust be PRACTI CED! Faith needs EXERCI SE,
just as the nustard plant needs sunlight, moisture and soil to
gr ow
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3. Let's re-exanm ne the exanple of Abraham-- the "Father"
of the faithful. How did God PERFECT faith in Abrahanf Jas.
2:21-24, especially verse 22.

COMMENT: When God put Abrahamto the test, did Abraham just
sit back and say, "I have faith" and yet do nothing about it? No!
Abr aham si nply OBEYED God by ACTING ON FAITH. He offered up his
only son as the PROOF of his faith. Abraham had active, DYNAM C,
LI VI NG FAI TH!

And so faith needs to growto maturity BY EXPERI ENCE! YQU
must USE Christ's faith -- ACT ONIT -- to I NCREASE and PERFECT
I T!

Specific Applications of Faith

Since faith nust be acted upon by WORKS, we can now see why
t he apostle John said: "And whatsoever we ask, we receive of Hm
BECAUSE WE KEEP HI S COMVANDMENTS, and DO those things that ARE
PLEASING IN HI'S SIGHT" (I John 3:22).

It not only takes faith to know that we will receive what we
ask for in prayer, but it also TAKES OUR OBEDI ENCE TO GOD to
PROVE that our faith is active and living.

Let's take tithing as an exanpl e.

1. Does God PROM SE to bless the faithful tithe payer? Mal.
3:8-10.

COMMENT: How often have people said: "Sure, | know that God
can prosper ne IF 1 tithe" -- and then do NOTH NG about it!
That's the kind of DEAD faith npst people have today. W nust
PROVE our faith in God's prom se to prosper those who honestly
pay HmH s tithe by putting it to practice -- by stepping out on
faith and BEG N Tl TH NG

Renmenber, CGod does PROM SE to BLESS the faithful tithe
payer. But you nust BELIEVE! You nust continue to OBEY Hi s | aws.
It takes ACTIVE, living faith to please God! (Heb. 11:6.)

Not only is tithing a good test to see whether we will trust
God for our every need, it is also indicative of where our heart
really is. For where our treasure is, there will our heart be
al so (Mat. 6:19-21).

By giving your treasure to God -- toward H s Kingdom-- you
are seeking FIRST the Kingdom of God and Hi s righteousness. And
the prom se of Jesus, you renmenber, is that if we seek these
FIRST, all the other things that we need in this life will be
ADDED (Mat. 6:33).

2. Physical healing by faith in God's power is another
prom se God gives us in the Bible. Wiere do we find the first
hi storical account of this prom se of direct divine healing? Ex.
15: 25- 26.

COMMENT: For centuries, Israel's only neans of healing was
t hrough the power of Almghty God. He was their HEALER There
were no doctors or physicians in Israel. That is, not until they
began to turn to the pagan ways of the heathen nations around
t hem

The sane conditions of obedience to God' s comandnents and
not | ooking to other gods for our healing apply today. Because of
not abiding by these conditions, a |ot of people who have a
little understandi ng about divine healing, and actually believe
init, are NOT BEI NG HEALED!

3. What are we instructed to do today when we're sick? Jas.
5:14. Are we heal ed t hrough FAI TH? Verse 15. Faith in what? |
Pet. 2:21, 24 and lsa. 53:5.

COMMVENT: As we |earned in the Passover |esson, Jesus
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Christ's body was cut open and mutilated for our physical
heal i ng. Jesus suffered trenmendous PHYSI CAL PAIN when he was
scourged in order to pay the PENALTY -- the pain and the
suffering -- of our physical transgressions | N OQUR STEAD!

VWhen you are sick, do you conpletely TRUST God to heal you
by the power of Hs Holy Spirit? O do you trust in costly,
PAI NFUL and sonetinmes FATAL nethods of doctors with their knives
and drugs? (Send for M. Arnmstrong's free booklet, "Does God Heal
Today?", to learn all about God's prom se of physical healing,
and the origin of nodern nedicine.)

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Patients often face costly doctor and hospital
bills, painful suffering and sonetimes premature death because
they lack faith in the God Wo reveals H nself as our Heal er.

So whether it's tithing or healing, keeping God s weekly or
annual Sabbat hs and ot her commandnents, renenber; "Faith w thout
works is DEAD' (Jas. 2:20). CGod expects us to do OUR PART by
ACTING on the faith of Jesus Christ! God will then DO H S PART by
giving us H's power and His prom sed bl essings.

This WORK a Living Exanple of Faith

This very Wrk of God, directed by Jesus Christ through H's
HUVAN | NSTRUMENT, M. Herbert W Arnmstrong, is a direct result of

living faith!

THE WORLD TOMORROW br oadcast, THE PLAIN TRUTH magazi ne, the
Anbassador Col | eges -- which have grown to national and
i nternational scope and influence all began as small as any work
could begin -- literally from NOTH NG

It has been fromthe start 100% a WORK OF FAITH This | esson
of faith had to be | earned before this work had even started.
Listen to M. Arnmstrong's own words as he rel ates one of his many
experiences of trusting in God's power TO | NTERVENE for this
Wor k.

"Always remenber that appearances, circunstances, evidences
of the physical senses, have absolutely NOTHING to do with the
performance of a miracle by God. Several years ago, every
physi cal evidence literally shouted at us that there was
absol utely NOTHI NG t hat coul d save the college and this Wrk of
God. Not hing coul d have APPEARED nore i nmpossi bl e.

"The amount of noney we had to have to save God's coll ege
was just too great. No such sunms ever had cone to us in so short
atine. But | knew God had PROM SED to provi de every need -- had
PROM SED to deliver Hi s servants out of every trouble AND I KNEW
THESE PROM SES OF GOD WERE STRONGER THAN ALL APPEARANCES, OR ALL
THI NGS SEEN, HEARD, OR FELT!

"No matter how inpossible it appeared, | knew God's PROM SES
were stronger and mghtier than appearances or circunstances. |

knew that and believed it. | trusted init, inmplicitly. I
couldn't see HONit was possible for God to do it, but | didn't
need to see how Qhers said, 'I can't see howit's possible and

QU T BELIEVING But not all others, for some believed as | did.

"Meanwhile, | did everything in ny power to do My PART. |
was literally "on ny toes,' alert, tense, trying to overl ook
nothing -- and all the while wondering whether God woul d use ANY
of the lines of activity | was enploying, or provide the need
sonme al together different way.
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"Well, the way He did it was totally UNEXPECTED -- but He
did it! That's all that matters, isn't it? | didn't doit, HE DD
I T He kept Hi s prom se He al ways does!”

A WARNI NG for Us Today!

No peopl e upon the face of the earth have w tnessed the
POAER of God as did the nation of Israel. God perforned
trenendous mracles for the children of Israel just BEFORE and
AFTER He brought them out of Egypt. On top of all that, God even
SPCKE to them

You would THINK that after wi tnessing all of these
astoundi ng mracles, they would have unquestioningly believed in
and obeyed the God who rescued them from slavery. But notice what
happened.

1. How did those who had seen all these mighty mracles of
God REACT? Num 14:1-4, 11. Did they HARDEN t heir hearts agai nst
God? Heb. 3:8-10.

2. Did God therefore PREVENT |srael (those above 20 years of
age) fromentering the prom sed | and of Pal estine? Heb. 3:11 and
Num 14:22-23. Then was it specifically because of their
UNBELI EF, or faithlessness and consequent di sobedi ence, that Cod
prevented them fromentering? Heb. 3:19.

COMMENT: The Israelite's BASI C PROBLEM was t hat regardl ess
of the mracles the Alm ghty Creator perforned on their behalf,
they LACKED FAI TH in God and DI SOBEYED Hi s conmandnents. LACK of
faith and di sobedi ence go hand i n hand!

3. Was the truth about the gospel of Christ preached to
those Israelites? Heb. 4:2. WHY didn't it profit thenf Sane
verse. Notice the words "Not being m xed WTH FAI TH. "

4. Was their total lack of faith due to the fact God did NOT
GENERALLY offer His Holy Spirit to themas He does to us today?
Eph. 3:4-5 and John 7: 38-39. Did God PERM T Cal eb and Joshua to
enter the prom sed | and because they had the Spirit and resultant
FAI TH of Christ? Num 14:24, 38; Deut. 34:9 and | Pet. 1:10-11.
Can you see the LESSON in the Israelites' lack of faith?

COMMENT: The Israelites apparently thought that since God
was with them they would have an EASY tine | eaving Egypt. They
t hought the journey through the w |l derness would be confortable
and pl easurabl e. Therefore, when TRIALS struck, they were
conpl etely caught off guard. They were shocked -- overwhel ned --
surprised beyond belief!

"If God is with us,"” they may have wondered, "why woul d He
permt us to go without water?" "If God is love," they nused in
their total carnality, "then WHY does He continually give us this
same manna to eat every day?"

PHOTO CAPTI ON: God miracul ously appeared to faithless Israel as a
pillar of fire by night, and a cloud by day -- forty | ong years!

Their CARNAL M NDS coul d not understand why God | et them
have trials and troubles. That was not what they wanted. They
want ed t he BLESSI NGS God prom sed, but not the trials God
permtted themto experiencel

But how does all this apply to us today?

5. Are the experiences and exanples of A d Testanent Israel
recorded in the Bible for OUR edification and WARNI NG? Rom 15:4
and | Cor. 10:11.
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6. Are spirit-begotten Christians who do POSSESS the faith
of Christ WARNED to take heed and not commit the sane mistake the
Israelites did, lest they FAIL to receive God's prom sed "rest"
-- the inheritance of eternal life and rulership in God's
gl ori ous ki ngdom -- about which you have | earned so much in
previ ous | essons? Heb. 4:1.

COMVENT: Too few realize the DI RECT PARALLEL between the
exanpl e of the ancient Israelites and true Christians today. It
i s i nescapabl e!

True Christians are those who have been delivered -- not
from physi cal bondage -- but from SPI Rl TUAL SLAVERY. W have been
delivered from bondage to SIN

The Israelites going through the waters of the Red Sea was a
TYPE of baptism (1l Cor. 10:1). The Christian baptism however, is
a SPIRITUAL matter. Through baptism and receiving the Holy
Spirit, we are set apart as God's people. W become H s spiritua
nation (I Pet. 2:9-10).

And |ike ancient Israel, God has given us certain wonderful
gl ori ous PROM SES! Like then, there are also prior CONDITIONS to
recei ving these spiritual prom ses -- the TWN CONDI Tl ONS of
FAI TH and OBEDI ENCE

But unlike ancient Israel, we today can have the HOLY SPIRI T
and the FAITH to obey!

The TRIAL of Qur Faith

1. Wiy did God try and test Israel in the wilderness forty
I ong years? Deut. 8:2. Is this the same reason He tests
Christians today?

COMMENT: God, to see if we really BELIEVE Hm-- if we
really have FAITH in H's Wrd and H's prom ses -- puts us through
trials and tests. The questions in God's mind are: "WIIl we
remain faithful? Do we really believe Hin? Are we willing to OBEY
H m REGARDLESS of circunstances?"

Therefore, just as with ancient Israel, God puts true
Christians through TRIALS and TESTS to reveal their true
character.

REACTION to TRIALS reveal s the answer to God!

Consider this fact the next tine YOU are undergoi ng a SEVERE
TEST of faith!

2. Are we to rejoice when God allows us to experience
various trials? | Pet. 4:12-13 and Jas. 1:2-4. Do trials produce
pati ence? Verse 3. Is the trial of our faith MORE PRECI QUS t han
gold? I Pet. 1:7. What does God PROM SE concerning all our
trials, afflictions and persecution? Psa. 34:19.

COMMENT: Sonetimes God does NOT deliver us imediately from
our trials. Sonetimes He TESTS our willingness to rely upon H m
in FAITH by allowing the trial to REMAIN for sone tine.

Are you WLLINGto trust God in sinple FAITH -- trusting H m
to deliver you, protect you, heal you, and provide H's prom sed
bl essi ng?

Are you, therefore, willing to ENDURE and OBEY in BELI EVI NG
FAl TH?

VWhat is YOUR biggest trial? Stop and think about it for a
nmonent. What has your attitude been toward it?

I's your trial teaching you to TRUST IN GOD and rely on H m
-- ALL THE WAY? Is it perfecting FAITH? Is it teaching you
PATI ENCE?

O does doubt begin to creep in, does discouragenent sneak
in, do self-pity and renorse take over? Remenber, the doubter is
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actually calling God a LIARI And no UNBELIEVER will ever enter
t he Ki ngdom of CGod! (Rev. 21:8.)

Renenber al ways that God KNOAS YOUR problem It is not
hi dden fromH s eyes! He wants you to commt it to Hi mand trust
H mto shoulder it FOR YOU He wants you to learn to RELY on H m
in patient, LIVING FA TH

At the same time, God wants you to continue grow ng
spiritually, doing YOUR PART in OVERCOM NG yourself, yielding to
H m and obeyi ng H s comuandnent s.

In due tinme, God WLL DELIVER You! That is Hs Wrd -- Hs
prom se -- AND I T CANNOT BE BROKEN (John 10:35; Titus 1:2). But
you nmust patiently and perseveringly TRUST in H mw th thankful
JOY, gratitude and humlity!

Rermenber the Israelites of old! Don't followthemin
FAI THLESS, sour, disgruntled rebellion!

How to Receive Mrre Faith

Since our receiving of God's prom ses is based on the
living, active faith of Jesus Christ in our lives, how do we go
about getting MORE of Christ's faith?

Sinmply by YIELDI NG -- subnmitting our desires, our purposes
and wills -- to God, and then ASKING Hmin real, earnest,
persevering PRAYER to give us the faith to trust and obey H m

Here are the details.

1. Does Janes tell us TOSUBMT to God and RESI ST the devil ?
Jas. 4:7.

COMMVENT: Submit! Resist! This takes OUR effort!! This is
somet hi ng WE nust do.

2. And does Peter tell us to be VIG LANT? | Pet. 5:8-9. But
does it also take FAITH TO overcone the devil and his denons?
Eph. 6:11-12, 16.

COMMENT: The devil and his denons are wal ki ng about,
wat ching for the chance to TEMPT us when we are off our guard. W
are therefore to resist Satan by the FAITH of Christ -- but how?

Part of the key is to "BE VIA LANT." Be on your GUARDH Be
ever watchful! Be prepared! That's where we can fall down. It
takes constant, continual, vigilant effort -- never letting down!

Unl ess we, ourselves, had to put forth sone EFFORT, we coul d
not be OVERCOVERS! But if we had the power and faith to do it
all, we would not need God.

So it requires our effort -- our continuous, watchful, ever
VI 3 LANT effort -- enmpowered by GOD S SPIRIT!

3. What does Janes further instruct us about our part? Jas.
4:8. Are we therefore to PRAY every day? | Thes. 5:17 and Col .
4:2.

COMMENT: When the devil casts tenptation in our path, we
sonetines find ourselves TOO FAR FROM GOD. Then we are unable, on
the spur of the nonment, to get CLOSE ENOUGH for the help and
del i verance we need!

It sonetimes takes TIME to get CLOSE to God -- into that
intimte contact with Hhmso that we can draw on Hmfor the
power we suddenly need!

In other words, when tenptation unexpectedly cones, we
sonetines find oursel ves caught off guard -- "out of prayer" --
out of contact with God -- OUT OF SPI RI TUAL TRAI NI NG

You were entering a CONTEST with Satan. You tried to westle
with him but you were QUT OF TRAINING -- out of spiritual
condi ti on.

We can not win these SPIRI TUAL battles when out of SPIRI TUAL
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training. Al spiritual power, strength and faith nust come from
God. W can drink it in fromH monly when we are I N CONTACT with
Hm-- close to Hm-- IN COWMUNION WTH H M

Spiritual training -- to get and to KEEP in constant
vigilant condition to nmeet the foe of tenptation and sin --
requi res CONTI NUAL, EARNEST, PERSI STENT PRAYER! That is why WVE
ARE COWANDED so often to "PRAY W THOUT CEASING'! To KEEP IT UP
EVERY DAY!

If we "draw nigh to God," and then STAY close to Hm we
will then have the FAITH to neet all trials and tenptations. W
wi [l THEN BE CONTI NUALLY FILLED WTH H'S HOLY SPIRIT -- H s power
to overcone in our |ives!



