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Representatives to the Manila peace conference of 1966 bow
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the U S., Southeast Asia and Australia. President Johnson of the
United States is third fromthe right

Sincere nmen the world over have prayed for world peace. Yet
there is no real peace. Wy haven't their prayers been answered?
VWhat is the answer to unanswered prayer?

an open letter from THE ED TOR

| WONDER how many of our students are |ike one who said to

me recently: "Well, I"Il tell you why I'"mnot a Christian. It
isn'"t that | don't believe in God or in being converted -- |
believe it, all right -- and 1've often WANTED to be a Christian

-- but sonehow it just all seens so FAR OFF -- so UNREAL."

O course, the things we see, and handle, come in constant
daily contact and association with, all seem REAL.

Everywhere we see LIFE, MOTION, REALITY! Here it is, close

and real -- and LIVING And nost wonderful of all is your own
self -- the marvel ous nechani sm of your body, and still nore
wonderful, your mnd -- performng all its functions. And about

you is EVERY NEED to keep you fed, breathing and living.

But there are many OTHER thi ngs you need! How about the need
of wi sdom and gui dance when i nportant decisions which may alter
your whole life are at stake? How about needing a Geat Power
that can, and will if you are in contact and ask it, give you
favor in the eyes of another when disfavor could cause you great
troubl e? How about the need of an all-powerful Friend to deliver
you fromreal or threatened calamty or |oss? How about One to
turn to when you are about to lose a |loved one, or in tine of
grief? How about the need of One who is both able and willing to
prosper you, cause things to turn out right for you, guide you
and protect you through |ife? How about the NEED of One who has
i nherent inmortality and is able and willing to inpart ETERNAL
LIFE to you as Hs gift?

Yes, there are OTHER things you NEED! You stand in greater
NEED t han you probably ever stopped to realize! And the One who
sends the rain -- AND the sunshine -- upon the just and unjust
ali ke -- who provides food, and air, and other basic necessities
for all, is nmore REAL than what He provides -- and JUST AS ABLE
AND W LLING to establish PERSONAL CONTACT and conti nuously supply
your EVERY OTHER NEED as well -- including deliverance from every
trouble, wi sdom guidance, faith in place of worry, assurance in
pl ace of doubt, security in place of uncertainty, favor in the

sight of others, healing when sick -- all these and countl ess
ot her needs HE STANDS COVMM TTED TO SUPPLY, because HE HAS
PROM SED -- upon condition you becone Hi s, establish and naintain

contact, trust H mand obey H m
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God is nore REAL than you or | -- or any of the things about
us.

Wiy then, does He seemso far away, until it seenms He has
faded in the distance? Wiy does He seem nysterious and unreal ?
Wy do the objects with which you conme in daily contact, your
friends, your pleasures, seemnore real -- when actually they are
| ess so?

You may say, "Because | can SEE, FEEL, and HEAR t hese things
or people.™

But that is not really the reason at all.

You don't see the air you breathe, but it seens very REAL to
you. You cannot see, or hear, or feel the power of gravity, yet
it seenms very REAL to you, and you know that if you slip it wll
pull you down in a fall that mght hurt you.

Per haps you say, well, these things are real to nme because
they are close to nme. But that is not the reason. GOD is as close
as any of these -- He, too, is REAL, and He is CLOSE! Yet He
seens unreal and far away!

Now l et me tell you the REAL REASON.

If you are away froma chil dhood chumfor 35 or 40 years,
never hear fromor about that person in all that tinme are totally
out of contact with him-- he finally seens like a faint, dim
far-off dreamor fignment of the imagi nation. He doesn't seem REAL
any nore.

But, if there is another childhood chum you al so have not
seen in the sane 35 or 40 years, but with whom you have kept
constantly in touch all these years -- constantly corresponded,
even tal ked over |ong distance tel ephone frequently, heard about
fromnutual friends who have been WTH this old chum-- then that
friend, even though you have not seen him wll still seem REAL
and CLOSE.

God seens unreal and far away ONLY TO THOSE WHO HAVE NOT
ESTABLI SHED, AND ARE NOT ACTI VELY MAI NTAI NI NG CLOSE PERSONAL

CONTACT! It is not a matter of distance or visibility -- it is a
matter of CONTACT.
Even t hough you read the Bible, and pray -- if you have not

est abl i shed personal CONTACT with God, you just won't understand
much of the Bible or be nmuch interested in it, and your prayers
will not seemto go as high as the ceiling! You can't KEEP UP a
contact which has never yet been ESTABLI SHED

Yet God is the SOURCE of EVERYTHI NG -- of YOUR EVERY NEED!
In HHM you nust |ive, and nove, and have your being -- and you
have never yet BEGUNto really live until you are living IN H M
YQU are now meki ng m stakes you would not nmake if you had H s
gui dance -- mstakes which are costly, and from which you suffer
You are suffering pains, heartaches, fears and troubl es because
you have not established contact with the only One who can hel p
you! You NEED H M

And you CAN find Hm if you'll seek Hm-- you'll find Hm
CLOSE, not far away. But sonething has been standi ng BETWEEN you
and Hm-- a far greater barrier than a literal iron curtain.
YOUR SINS have formed an inpregnable wall, so that you can't

establish contact -- can't reach -- can't enjoy comunion with
the One you need nost of all! And your sins are your
transgressions of H s loving LAW-- Hi s great imutable spiritua

Law given in love to bring to mankind success, acconplishnent,
peace, happi ness, and joy! In breaking the |law you have severed
yoursel f from THESE goal s, too!

Yet THAT GREAT WALL CAN BE BATTERED DOMN - - | NSTANTLY - -
Now! There need be no delay. God in H's wi sdom and nercy KNEW YOU
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woul d sin and separate yourself fromH m He provided a way for
you. He GAVE H s only begotten Son to pay the penalty you have
incurred, IN YOUR STEAD!

It matters not how BLACK your past has been. No matter how
terrible are some of these SECRET sins you have never confided to
anyone. They don't NEED to stand between you and your greatest
NEED, which is God. Jesus Christ was nmade flesh, and He who never
sinned died to pay the penalty of all YOUR GU LT. Way then shoul d
you carry this guilt around on your conscience any |onger? Wy
let it separate you from God? Every bit of it is PAID IN FULL, by
the bl ood of Jesus Christ -- His very lifeblood. But God Al m ghty
resurrected Hmto eternal LIFE, and today He LIVES as YOUR
LI VING SAVIOUR fromyour guilty past, IF YOU will accept H m as
such!

If you WANT to find God -- be a Christian -- YOU CAN -- and
here's how First, you'll have to REPENT -- TURN FROM the ol d
life of sinning, and surrender your SELF wholly to God -- give
your life to Hm to serve Hmand to live by H s perfect |aws
and right ways that will bring you only blessings. You'll have to
be IN EARNEST, for no one can deceive Cod. Then, ACCEPT JESUS
CHRI ST as your personal Saviour. Don't put it off. Don't say, "I
don't know how," but DO IT NON Take the "bull by the horns" and
DOIT -- you know you ought to, so exercise your WLL and DO I T!

Just go to a room ALONE -- close the door -- and with no one el se
around, except just you and God alone -- G VE YOURSELF TO H M
ask Hmto FORA VE all your past sins -- confess themto Hm

Everyt hing may be HARD, until you ADMT YOUR SINS -- but the

m nute you acknow edge them the unseen power that has caused you
to hesitate, and put it off, and has nade it seemso difficult
(the power of the devil), will let |oose, and YOU LL BE FREE - -
you'll know you are now GOD' S -- the contact will be ESTABLI SHED!
You can talk to Hm and HE WLL HEARl You can pour out your
heart to Hm and He will LISTEN -- and confort, and cone close
and gi ve you what you NEED.

Jesus Christ canme into this world and died to reconcile YQU
to God the Father -- to join you to Hm-- to ESTABLI SH CONTACT
for you! Accept this, and know the GREAT PEACE that will cone
over your soul!

Then you nust be baptized -- not into any religious
denom nati on or organization, but into CHRI ST JESUS. W have many
fully ordained mnisters stationed throughout the United States
and abroad who can baptize those who have personally requested
it. Wiy don't you wite me, if you wish to be baptized?

Then God PROM SES to put His spirit in you -- to give you,
and radiate fromyou, a LOVE you never had, a new FAI TH,

PATI ENCE, UNDERSTANDI NG Through His Spirit you will be given
power for self-nmastery. Power to UNDERSTAND t he Bible.

You accept Christ, and receive God's Holy Spirit by FAl TH
BELI EVE YOU are now H's -- KNOWit -- and then KEEP UP THE
CONTACT now establ i shed! You do this through constant daily Bible
study and prayer. CGod talks to you through Hs Wrd. You talk to
Hmin prayer. It is a two-way conversation. Through it you
BECOVE ACQUAI NTED -- get to KNOW God, and where once He seened
far away and unreal, He will now seemclose, and real! KEEP IT
UP! You'll experience an inner joy you didn't dream coul d exi st
-- you'll have a HELP that is REAL in every tine of need.

PHOTO CAPTI ON:  EAST BERLIN WALL -- an "iron curtain" of stone,
steel and barbed wire that is virtually inpregnable. God says
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that our sins are a greater barrier, preventing contact with H m

You won't be perfect all at once. You'll still have your
SELF to westle with. Trials, tests, afflictions, persecutions
will come -- but now you'll have an ever-present HELP and
del iverance -- a constant Source of inspiration, and courage, and
power -- an inner peace and faith -- and you'll live the full and
ABUNDANT [ife for the first tinme, with assurance of LIFE ETERNAL.
Don't becone di scouraged and give up, though, when you have nade
a slip. You'll be starting out as a spiritual BABE in Christ.

Babi es stunble and fall down many tines before they learn to
wal k. Don't let that discourage you -- get up and try all the
harder. And, as you continue the CHRI STIAN LIFE, the Bible and
God's way will becone a new, and the suprene, |NTEREST of your
life!

The main thing is, don't | et ANYTHI NG cause you to hesitate
or delay. Just "take the bull by the horns.” Go AND DO I T NOW

SEVEN CONDI TI ONS TO ANSVWERED PRAYER

THINK for a nmonent! Wiy do so VERY FEW professing Christians
make a habit of daily prayer?

And of those few who do pray, many | ook upon prayer as a
PSYCHOLOG CAL rel ease, an enotional outlet, a "balmfor the
soul ." Prayer, they reason, helps you to "get things off your
chest."

Many assume that prayer's only tangible benefit is that it
gi ves you a "positive nental outlook."

But a God who literally HEARS and ANSWERS?

Not really!

VWhat |s Answered Prayer?

Is prayer only a religious "peace of mnd" pill to make one
FEEL BETTER?

Not at all!

Real answered prayer is not "kidding" yourself into
beli eving that God has answered because you can think "positive"
t houghts. Real answered prayer is NOI the nere "working out" of
events by thensel ves.

Answer ed prayer is NOT psychol ogically "adjusting" YOURSELF
I NTO BELI EVI NG your prayer was answered if your prayer was never
HEARD in the first places!

Real ANSWERED PRAYER i s a divine, supernatural and
conpletely M RACULOUS intervention -- a D RECT ANSWER from
Almghty God Hnself! It is the result of being OBEDI ENT to God's
| aws, asking ACCORDING TO HHS WLL and then BELIEVING I N FAI TH
until the answer cones! IT IS RELYING ON THE ALM GHTY GOD
HI MSELF!

Many of you have |onged for, but never yet experienced this
ki nd of prayerful contact with God. And because you haven't, you
don't really KNOW GOD EXI STS.

Many enpl oy cerenoni al prayers, chants and responsive
readi ngs in church services. But when they are at hone ALONE they
feel unable to conmunicate with their Creator --- the Eternal
I NVI SI BLE God. They are used to PEOPLE, PICTURES, CANDLES and
STATUES bei ng around them when they pray.

The invisible God seens far off -- UNREAL. Since their forns
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and cerenonies -- their pictures and idols -- have had no real
POAER t 0 SUPERNATURALLY | NTERVENE and answer prayer, it seens
difficult to believe that the invisible God of the Bible should
have this power.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: PRAYER I N A PAGAN LAND -- Sitting beneath a statue
of Buddha, this nmonk in Saigon denonstrates what Buddhi sts
believe to be the proper position for prayer and neditation.

The God of the Universe

There actually EXISTS a REAL God who sits at the controls of
this universe. He is an active, LIVING God. He controls all
power, energi es and forces!

He sits on a magnificent throne overlooking a dazzlingly
beautiful, court-like, crystal-clear sea of glass. Surrounding
H mare twenty-four great, inpressive SPIRIT BEINGS who are Hi s
counsel ors. Imediately around His throne are four nore SPIRI T
BEI NGS of even greater office, power and brilliance. And at Hi s
right hand is the LIVING JESUS CHRI ST!

Qut fromH s throne proceed LI GHTNI NGS, THUNDERS, VO CES - -
and ANGELI C MESSENGERS going to and fromthe earth. For this is
the very throne of the TRUE GOD!' (Rev. 4:1-6.) Here sits ALM GHTY
God, the Ruler and Sustainer of the entire universe! The very
heavens reverberate wi th THUNDER when He speaks!

Do You "Know' This God?

Are YOU FAMLIAR with the God descri bed above? Are you
ACQUAI NTED with H n? Do you PRAY to TH S GOD?

YQU SHOULD!

For great and powerful as the true God is, He DELIGHTS in
the man who will SEEK TO KNOWH M TALK TO HMin prayer and LOVE
H M

God has created man IN HHS OWN | MAGE. He wants nmen to DRAW
CLOSE to Hm to IMBIBE OF H'S CHARACTER, to become H S SONS! The
God of the Bible DELIGHTS in the prayers of the righteous (Prov.
15:8).

The trouble is, very few people today know THE GOD OF THE
Bl BLE. They have invented their OM "god."

The PERSONAL Spirit Being of whom Jesus spoke and TO WHOM HE
PRAYED -- they know not. The God who CREATED this earth out of
spirit energy, the God who actually SUSTAINS LAWS and FORCES with

H s power -- they don't know.
The PERSONAL God of Abraham I|saac and Jacob -- of Peter and
Paul -- they are not aware of. The great GOVERNOR over nen and

nations -- the One who has nmade literally HUNDREDS of SPECIFIC
PREDI CTI ONS i n Bi bl e prophecy, and HAS and IS bringing themto
pass -- this LIVING GOD they know not!

This God of the universe has literally hundreds of prom ses
witten down for you in H's Wrd, saying, that under certain
terns and conditions, He will actually CAUSE certain things to
happen for you if you will ask Hm

You will see prom ses about outside SUPERNATURAL HELP
everyone needs fromtine to tine. You will find promses to
deliver you fromtrouble when you get into it, to supply your
every necessity, and to FIGHT your personal battles for you --
even to HEAL YOU when you are sick. Yes, even to PROSPER YQOU
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This God of the universe will do ALL these things for you if
you will ASK H min BELI EVI NG PRAYER!

Exampl es of Answered Prayer

Real believing prayer is DI RECT CONTACT between man and his
Creator. And ANSWERED PRAYER i s perhaps the nobst outstanding
PROOF of the actual reality, the sure existence of Al m ghty God!
Here are a few exanples of how God will help us when we ask for
it in believing prayer.

After God led Hi s people Israel out of slavery in Egypt,
they REBELLED in the wilderness. Wien Moses clinbed up into the
fastness of Mount Sinai to neet with the Creator God, the
Israelites plunged into idolatry and sexual |ewdness.

1. What did the people ask Aaron to nake for them when they
saw t hat Moses del ayed in com ng down fromthe nountain? Ex.
32:1. Did Aaron nmake them a golden calf to worshi p? Verses 3-5.

2. Then what did CGod declare to Mdses? Verses 7-8. Did God
actually plan to DESTROY the nation of Israel? Verses 9-10.

COMMVENT: Cod's wrath was stirred! The God who |ater cane in
the flesh as Jesus, was ready to ANN H LATE the children of
I srael because of their w ckedness and sensual debauchery! A
VWHOLE NATI ON was about to be destroyed!

3. Did Moses imedi ately intercede on the behal f of Israel
and ASK God to spare the nation? Verses 11-13.

COMVENT: Wt hout hesitation Mdses fell on his knees and
EARNESTLY prayed that God woul d spare the nation. In utter
hum lity and deep concern, he FERVENTLY BESOUGHT God to spare Hi s
peopl e, whom He had redeened from Egypti an bondage. Moses
rem nded God of His glorious prom ses to Abraham |saac, and
Jacob, and PLEADED with Hmto turn fromH s wath.

4. Did God HEAR Mpses' fervent prayer? Did God actually
CHANGE His mind and spare the nation of |Israel because of ONE
MAN S PRAYER? Verse 14.

COMMENT: Mbses' prayer CHANGED the entire course of H STORY!
It changed the future of an ENTI RE NATI ON!

PHOTO CAPTI ON: A shepherd tends his fl ock before Mount Sinai. On
this mountain Moses fervently prayed that God woul d spare Israel
fromutter oblivion!

5. Notice another exanple fromthe A d Testament. Elijah,
t he prophet, was a nman "subject to |ike passions as we are"
(James 5:17). He had HUMAN NATURE. He was WEAK. And yet, what did
he EARNESTLY pray m ght happen? Janes 5:17-18. Turn to | Kings
18:17-39 and read of another astounding answer to Elijah's
prayers.

COMMENT: Elijah SERVED God whol eheartedly. He wal ked with
God, TALKED W TH GOD; OBEYED CGod. Elijah KNEW God was there. He
knew God ANSWERED PRAYERS. So he put his WHOLE BEING into his
prayers.

AND GOD ANSWVERED!

Ki ng Hezeki ah's Fervent Prayer

In 1l Kings 20:1-11, we read the account of how Hezeki ah,
Ki ng of Judah, was about to die and sought God's deliverance.
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Hezeki ah was sick in bed with a malignant boil. But he knew
that God was an all-nmerciful God, and would hel p himpersonal ly
-- if he was willing to ask for it in believing prayer.

1. Did Isaiah the prophet report to the king that he had
better put his affairs in order -- that he woul d never recover
and should prepare to DIE? Il Kings 20:1.

2. Then what did Hezekiah i medi ately do? Did he FERVENTLY
beseech God in prayer to spare his life? Verses 2-3.

COMVENT: Hezeki ah knew God's PROM SE to HEAL those who call
upon Hm He also knew that there had to be an heir to the throne
of David to rule after him-- but no heir had as yet been born.

Above all, Hezekiah KNEWthat there is a God in heaven who
CONTRCLS the laws of the universe and the forces of nature, and
yet is VITALLY CONCERNED wi t h each i ndividual mnmenber of His
creation.

Hezeki ah knew God's will, renenbered God's prom ses, and as
soon as |saiah's footsteps had faded fromthe room he turned his
face to the wall and put his WHOLE HEART into a FERVENT PRAYER TO
@GOD. Hezeki ah prayed for hinself. And yet it was not a selfish
prayer. He only explained his needs. It was a short prayer, not
nmore than 30 or 40 seconds long, but it was EFFECTI VE!

3. Even BEFORE I|sai ah had crossed the courtyard, did God
i ntervene and ANSWER Hezeki ah's prayer? Verses 4-6.

COMMENT: In SPITE of the fact God had previously told Isaiah
t hat Hezekiah woul d die, He heard and ANSWERED Hezeki ah's fervent
prayer. GOD EVEN ADDED FI FTEEN YEARS TO HI S LI FE!

VWhat an astoundi ng RESULT of prayer!

BUT THAT WASN' T ALL!

4. Did Hezeki ah FURTHER request a SPECI AL SIGN that he woul d
be heal ed? Verse 8. Was Hezeki ah given a CHO CE of the sign?
Verses 9-10. Did God actually cause the sun to REVERSE | TSELF in
t he heavens? Verse 11.

COMVENT: Because of Hezekiah's faith, obedience, and fervent
prayers, God Al m ghty not only HEALED hi m and added FlI FTEEN YEARS
to his life, but HE ACTUALLY CAUSED THE SUN TO REVERSE | TSELF I N
THE HEAVENS!

This was NOT an "optical illusion.”" God's mracles are REAL!
"For with God NOTH NG SHALL BE | MPCSSI BLE" (Luke 1: 37).

The end result of God's intervention in Hezekiah's life was
the birth of Prince Manasseh, heir to the Davidic throne! (11
Ki ngs 20:21.)

Jesus Christ's Exanple

Turn to John 11 and the account of the death of Lazarus, a
close friend and disciple of Jesus. Here is one of the SHORTEST
-- and MOST POAERFUL -- prayers recorded in the Biblel

1. Was Lazarus already dead FOUR DAYS when Jesus arrived at
his tonb? Verse 17.

COMMENT: When Jesus arrived at Lazarus' tonmb, He WEPT (verse
35). He was noved inwardly because of the unbelief of those
present, and their |lack of faith and understanding that He was
about to raise Lazarus fromthe dead.

2. VWhat was Jesus' conversation with the Father when He
arrived at the tonb? Verses 41-42.

3. When Jesus had thus prayed, what COVMAND di d He THUNDER
FORTH? Verse 43. Did Lazarus actually step out ALIVE fromhis
tonb? Verse 44.

COMMENT: What a M RACLE! What an exanpl e of ANSWERED PRAYER!
Jesus had real FAITH He literally WALKED and TALKED wi th God!
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This kind of prayer is NOT a "balmfor the soul” or a
"psychol ogical release.” It is REALI It is effective! IT
ACCOWPLI SHES M RACLES!

Answer ed Prayer Today

Listen to the words of M. Herbert W Arnmstrong recalling
the early years of his God-ordained Christian mnistry:

"Time after tine came when | actually needed sonme of these
things -- and by this tine had come to BELI EVE what God had
witten and promised -- | followed H's instructions: | prayed! |
ASKED for what He had promised. | set nyself to yield to, and
OBEY this God of the Bible. And believe it or not, the ANSWERS
CAME -- yes, M RACLES were perforned! | learned that there really
was SOVEONE there when | prayed to this God -- there was really
SOVEONE who actual |y HEARD, and who actual |y ANSWERED!

PHOTO CAPTI ON: SYMBOL OF ANSWERED PRAYER -- Herod's wife's tonb.
It was froma tonb simlar to this that Lazarus stepped out alive
after Jesus prayed to the Father.

"One tine | was in inmedi ate and desperate need of a very
smal | amount of noney -- 10 cents. The need was so URGENT, | had
to ask this invisible God whom | could not see, to send this dine
to ny honme i medi ately. The need was so imediate | had no tine
for a long prayer -- only some twenty to thirty seconds. But as |
rose fromthat prayer, a man was even then in front of ny hone,
on the way in with that EXACT AMOUNT of noney! It was brought to
nme | N LESS THAN A M NUTE' S TI ME!

"I have had such petitions to that great invisible God
answer ed HUNDREDS UPON HUNDREDS OF TI MES! And so CAN YOQU -- if
you can ever get to REALLY KNOWthis great universe-ruling
Creator -- if you will UNCONDI Tl ONALLY OBEY H m as He commands in
the Bible -- and if you will inplicitly and unswervingly BELIEVE
what He has prom sed therel™

God has CONTINUED to support this WORLDWDE ministry! This
very Wirk of Almghty God is supported by the fervent PRAYERS of
its dedicated CO WORKERS around the worl d!

VWhen you hear M. Arnstrong's voice explaining the plain
truths of the Bible over your own radio, you are a WTNESS to
ANSWERED prayer! The powerful voice of THE WORLD TOMORROW
br oadcast booni ng t hrough your radio receiver is an ANSVER to the
prayers of thousands around this world!

PHOTO CAPTI O\ WHERE | S PROTECTI ON FROM DI SASTER? -- At left is
main street of Varto, Turkey, after killer quake devastated the
city without warning. Above and bel ow, a tornado smashes hones
like a giant fist! The great God who controls the forces of
nature, prom ses PROTECTI ON from such disasters for those who
trust in Hm

God heard the fervent, nmoving, heartfelt prayers of Abraham
Moses and Elijah. He heard the prayers of David, Sanuel and
Hezeki ah. He heard the prayers of Jesus, the apostles and ALL H s
servants.

But does God simlarly answer YOUR PRAYERS?
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These exanpl es of answered prayer that we have just studied
show clearly that "The effectual FERVENT PRAYER OF A RI GHTEQUS
MAN AVAI LETH MJUCH'! (Janes 5:16.) Prayer can change the course of
H STORY. It can effect M RACLES!

But so often it doesn't!

WHY?

VWhat about YOUR prayers -- IF YOU pray at all?

The prayers of nost people |ack real power and effectiveness
for a very sinple reason -- they really DON T KNOW HOW TO PRAY!

The Bi bl e reveal s SEVEN BASI C CONDI TI ONS whi ch you shoul d
fulfil to be certain of ANSWERED PRAYERS.

Let's notice what they are.

(1) Know God's WI I

1. Does the apostle James show that the children of this
world -- fighting and warring as they do -- FAIL to receive help
because they often neglect to ASK for God's hel p? Janes 4:1-2.
And when they DO ask, is it only for their own SELFI SH ends?
Verse 3.

COMMENT: To ask God for something for purely SELFISH reasons
-- to consune it on our own desires -- is to "ask ami ss." Some
have the well-known prayer "di sease" called the "G MVEES"'! This
is the wong attitude to have in prayer, and you can expect no
answer from God to such a prayer.

2. To get answers to our prayers, what EXAMPLE did Jesus set
that we should follow? John 5:30, last part. Are we to UNDERSTAND
the WLL of God? Eph. 5:17. How can we get to KNONWGod's will? I
Tim 2:15.

COMVENT: BY STUDYING CGod's will, which is revealed in the
Bible, you will begin to think nore as God thinks. You will cone
to KNOWwhat God's will is in every circunstance. If you believe
and know that God is LOVE, that Hs will is for OQUR GOOD, then
you will want to pray according to God's WLL.

You need not always have a specific promise in the Bible to

know t hat sonething is God's will. Through experience and God's
gui dance, you will learn howto apply the PRI NCl PLES of God's
revealed will to any situation which may arise.

3. If we pray according to GOD S will, can we KNOWthat God
wi |l answer our prayers? | John 5:14-15.

COMMENT: Asking according to God's will is the overall

FUNDANMENTAL CONDI TION to answered prayer. All other conditions
could be grouped under this one because they are the SPECI FIC
PO NTS of GOD'S WLL in regard to prayer. The follow ng six,
together with and magnifying this first condition, will insure
ANSWERED pr ayer s!

(2) Believe God

Most people do not realize that a LACK OF FAITH is sinply a
DI SBELI EF that God will keep Hi s prom ses or back up H s Wrd.
Have you ever thought of it that way?

1. If we DOUBT any of God's nmany promi ses to do certain
things for us, if we will just ASK Hm are we actually naking a
LI AR out of God? | John 5:10.

COMMENT: Real faith, as we learned in Lesson 43, is not an
"enotional feeling" that you generate by thinking certain
t hought s over and over.

You don't "talk yourself into," or "think yourself into"
real, believing faith. Godly faith is sinply your willingness --
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through the help of God's Holy Spirit -- to quietly and patiently
TRUST God to performH s Wrd. Abraham had that kind of faith.

2. What did the apostle Paul say about Abraham and the faith
he had in God? Rom 4:20-21.

COMMVENT: Abrahamrelied COMPLETELY on God to performH s
prom ses.

Do you?

If you lack real FAITH, ask God to give it to you. For as
you know, faith is one of the "FRU TS' OF God's Holy Spirit (Gal.
5:22).

3. Is faith an absolute prerequisite to receiving answers to
our prayers? Janmes 1:5:7.

COMVENT: A man who WAVERS wi Il not receive an answer to his
prayer. "For let not THAT man think that he shall receive
anything of the Lord" (verse 7).

God has nmade hundreds of promises in His Wrd which we can
claim Do you COVPLETELY TRUST God to keep H s promi ses,
regardl ess of what they may be, or do you DOUBT CGod's ability to
performH s prom ses, and thereby | abel God a LIAR?

4. Are we also told that faith alone -- w thout any worKks,
or actions, on OUR PART -- IS worthless -- "DEAD'? Janes 2:20.

COMMENT: To have answered prayers, you nmust have FAI TH. But
you rmust al so ACT on that faith by OBEYI NG God! Your faith nust
be ACTIVE, LIVING FAI TH

(3) Obey God

Anot her condition of answered prayer is one which is
negl ected and viol ated consistently by nobst professing
"Christians." This hinges directly on the before-nentioned fact
that very few people today really KNONthe true God.

Peopl e do not |l ook to God as the AUTHORITY in their |ives.
I nstead, they make a "god" out of this world' s society and its
custons, traditions and religious practices.

1. Does it really nmake a difference WHO or WHAT we serve and
obey? Rom 6:16.

COMMENT: |If you obey the ways of sin practiced in this
worl d, you are putting this society and its pagan custons IN
PLACE OF the TRUE God!

But God wants nore than "lip service." He requires actual
OBEDI ENCE!

2. What does CGod | abel the person who says he "knows Cod, "
and yet does NOT KEEP Hi s comnmandnents? | John 2:4.

COMMENT: If you haven't learned to fear the true God and
accept H's Wwrd as the AUTHORITY in your life, then you don't
even really KNOW God!

3. Can those who PERSI STENTLY refuse to keep God's
commandnents really expect HHmto answer their prayers? | Pet.
3:12. What is "doing evil" -- what is SIN? | John 3:4. Does sin
CUT YQU OFF from God? Isa. 59:1-2.

COMMENT: Here is one of the major reasons why so nany
prayers are NOT answered. God will not listen to a person who
rebells and DI SOBEYS H's Wwird! God will not listen to the prayers
of soneone CONTI NUALLY LIVING IN SI N

4. But does CGod promi se to HEAR the prayers of one who
searches his own |life, PUTS AWAY SIN, and turns to God in
heartfelt REPENTANCE and OBEDI ENCE? John 9: 31 and Daniel 10:12.

COMMENT: First, there nust be REPENTANCE! Sin nust be put
away. ldols -- anything which separates us from God, anything we
tend to put BEFORE God -- mnust be crushed, absol utely SHATTERED!



11

Are you truly SEEKING God's way? Are you daily repenting of
SIN, and putting it out of your life? Have you really surrendered
your life and whole being to God?

And yet, does God SOVETI MES even hear the earnest prayers of
t he unconverted? Yes, in certain instances He does. Cod Hi nsel f
has blinded the eyes of the many at this time (Rom 11:7-8). It
is HS RESPONSI BI LI TY that they don't know the truth yet. So CGod
does sonetimes hear and answer the prayers of those who, in
i gnorance of the full intent of Hs |aw, are not conscious of
their sins, but OBEY HHM AS FAR AS THEY KNOW

The | epers and cripples who cane to Jesus to be heal ed
didn't know all of God's truth. But they did realize that Jesus
was sent from God and could heal. And THEY ACTED ON WHAT THEY
KNEW

So it is a matter of your HEART or ATTITUDE. If you cone to
God in a hunble, repentant spirit and are determ ned to obey HM
TO THE BEST OF YOUR KNOWLEDGE AND ABILITY, He will hear your
prayers! But this is NO EXCUSE for anyone who KNOA5 the truth to
DI SOBEY God!

5. Can true Christians have a special confidence that God
WLL ANSWER their prayers IF they are OBEDI ENT? | John 3:22.

(4) Fear and Hum lity

Modern man has a cocksure, self-sufficient attitude and
t hi nks he can get along fine without God. He neither fears CGod
nor respects God's Wrd as the AUTHORITY in his life. He is vain,
egotistical, self-inportant. Is it any wonder that God fails to
answer the prayers of such nen?

1. Wihat is the FIRST prerequisite to a know edge of God? Ps.
111: 10 and 112:1.

COMMENT: W& need to FEAR God, realizing that our lives are
in Hs hands. We nmust be hunble, realizing that the |ife God gave
us is but "a vapor" (Janes 4:14). Carnal nman needs to realize
that he is only dust and shall return to dust unless and until he
receives the Spirit of God, which is the begettal of eternal
life. Eternal life is a GFT fromGod (Rom 6:23), not sonething
we already have. W should also realize that any talents we may
have are ours BECAUSE GOD GAVE THEM TO US!

VWhen we can approach our Creator in THAT ATTI TUDE - -
respecting Hi s power and authority over our lives -- then He will
hear our prayers.

2. Wen Christ was a fleshly, nortal man, did He FEAR God?
Heb. 5:7.

COMMENT: When we fully realize our own utter hel pl essness
and conpl et e dependence upon CGod, then we will cry out to God as
Jesus did.

3. What did Peter say we should be clothed with? | Peter
5:5-6. Did the SELF-RI GHTEQUS Phari see of Luke 18:10-12 pray with
hum lity? How did the publican pray? Verse 13. WHO was heard of
God? Verse 14.

COMMENT: The Pharisee's prayer did not ascend to God. He was
nmerely praying "with hinself." God will not hear haughty, proud,
SELF- RI GHTEQUS prayers! God does not answer if you pray in a
concei ted, proud, "holier-than-thou" attitude!

Rat her, when we approach God's throne, we must be consci ous
of our own utter UNworthiness -- we nust enter God' s presence
with an attitude of HUMLITY! God HEARD t he prayer of the
publ i can who woul d not even so nuch as |ift his eyes to heaven;
but the prayer of the strutting Pharisee went unheeded.
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The attitude of HUMLITY and GODLY FEAR IS vital in prayer,
and at ALL OTHER TI MES.

PHOTO CAPTI O\ PRAYERS OF THI S WORLD -- A Brahmin of Northern
India sits on the projected end of a log and offers prayers to
his sun-god. Bel ow, Hi ndus perform "The Sacred Thread" cerenony.
Ritual initiates young boys into the caste of Brahm n.

(5) Be Fervent

It is conmon today for parents to teach their children
menori zed prayers. The father often nunbles a hurried, routine
prayer of thanks at the dinner table. The minister either reads
or recites fromnenory an el oquent prayer which SOUNDS very
i mpressi ve.

But is God inpressed?

The "fruits" show that God rarely hears such prayers, for
they are usual ly NOT ANSWERED

1. Does CGod reveal H' S ATTI TUDE toward such prayers? Hosea
7:13-14.

COMMENT: Notice the rendering of these verses in the Mffatt
translation, "though it was | who redeened them they have lied
to ne; THEY NEVER PUT THEI R HEART | NTO THEI R PRAYERS." They don't
"cry out" to God with their WHOLE BEI NG as the anci ent prophets
did -- and as Christ did when He prayed.

2. How fervent was Jesus in H's prayers? Heb. 5:7

COMMENT: When Jesus Christ prayed to the Father, He MEANT
it! He did not approach God nerely to "pass the tinme." His
prayers had deep MEANING He FELT them He was deeply MOED on
many occasi ons when He comuned with God. He was EMOTI ONALLY
affected by the urgency of the situation

3. How fervently and earnestly did Christ pray on the
eveni ng before H's crucifixion? Luke 22:44.

COMMENT: Jesus needed strength from God for the com ng
ordeal. He needed to get really close to God. He knelt down and
began to pray that GOD S will, not H s own, would be done.

Christ prayed FERVENTLY! He prayed EARNESTLY -- with all H's
heart!

Are your prayers meaningful -- to you? If not, then how do
you expect themto be nmoving to God?

Davi d was anot her who was often noved deeply when He prayed
to God. Many of the Psalns reveal his depth of enotion and deep
feeling. You ought to study them

4. \What are sone exanples of David's heartfelt, sincere
prayers to God? Ps. 4:1 and 6:2-4. Was David often noved to TEARS
when he cried out to God in fervent prayer? Verse 6.

COMMENT: Have YQU ever prayed with such depth of enotion and
feel i ng? Have you ever prayed with such a sense of URGENCY?

Have you ever really WHOLEHEARTEDLY cal | ed upon God?

This kind of prayer achieves real RESULTS! This is the kind
of prayer which is WELL-PLEASING in God's sight. God is deeply
nmoved by such earnest, sincere HEARTFELT prayer!

5. What does CGod say to those who have never prayed this
way? Joel 2:12-13.

COMMVENT: I n Janes 5:16, we read, "the effectual FERVENT
prayer of a RI GHTEQUS man availeth nmuch." We have to pray
FERVENTLY, EARNESTLY, ZEALQUSLY, if we expect God to hear

Put your WHOLE HEART into your prayers and see the anmazing
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resul ts!
(6) Be Persistent

Sonme, if God doesn't answer right away, begin to lose faith
and G VE UP praying. They forget that, although God promi ses to
answer when we ask according to His will, He NOMERE prom ses to
answer RI GHT AWAY! CGod does not tell us exactly HOWor precisely
VWHEN t he answer will cone.

1. Is this why Jesus gave the parable of the inportunate
wi dow? Luke 18:1.

COMMENT: The CGoodspeed translation correctly renders the
words "not to faint" as "NOTI G VE UP"!

Jesus gave this parable to show that even an unri ght eous
judge would finally hear the pleas of a wi dow who KEPT COM NG TO
H M So we should KEEP PRAYING to God, EVEN THOUGH HE SOVETI MES
DOESN T ANSVEER RI GHT AWAY.

2. |Is God building PATIENT FAI TH into our characters if we
have to wait on Hmto answer a prayer? Jas. 1:3-4.

COMVENT: WAI TING on God, in PATIENT faith, seens to be one
of the hardest things for humans to do!

How many of us are willing to be PERSI STENT in prayer, unti
God answers? How nany are willing to WAIT on God to send the
answer ? How many are PATIENT? If God doesn't answer your prayers
i medi ately, exercise patience and KEEP PRAYI NG until He does
answer .

But don't NAG at God! He has supreme wi sdomto know WHEN and
HOW woul d be best to answer your prayers.

So occasionally REM ND God about your particul ar problens or
afflictions. Don't CEASE praying about them God is BOUND to
performH s part in Hs OM tine.

He ALWAYS keeps Hi s prom ses!

(7) Use Christ's Nane

The seventh condition of answered prayer is the correct use
of Christ's NAME. This is a greatly m sunderstood subject, and
the use of Christ's nane is often abused.

1. After Jesus had been with Hs disciples for over three
years, and had taught them GOD S WLL and how to obey it, what
did He instruct themconcerning the use of His nane in their
prayers? John 16: 23-24.

COMMENT: These verses give us the privil ege of enploying
Christ's name -- asking by H's AUTHORI TY -- when we pray to CGod
the Father. But nost people m sunderstand HONwe can ask "in
Jesus' nane."

VWhen our governnment sends an anbassador to another country,
he is given AUTHORITY to carry out certain business I N THE NAME
of the United States governnent. He can act I N THE NAME of our
government because it has conferred on himthe AUTHORITY as its
chosen representative to carry on certain business on its behalf.

But his authority is LIMTED to do only what the governnment
has specifically authorized him If he exceeds his del egated
authority, his actions are NULL and VO D and will NOT be backed
up by this governnent.

Li kewi se, Christ has given Hs mnisters the privil ege of
performng certain functions in Hs name -- or BY HS AUTHORI TY.
For exanple, God's mnisters are given authority to baptize the
repentant and perform marriage cerenonies IN CHRI ST'S NAME. And
ALL of God's children can rightfully ask the Father for things
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"in Jesus' nanme" when they know it is Hs WLL -- that Hs
aut hority stands behind it.

But just rattling off words "in Jesus' nane" to a prayer
that is CONTRARY to CGod's will and Christ's will is of NO AVAIL
WHATSOEVER! YQU need to STUDY Christ's Wrd to know nore about
the principles of His will so you may ask BY H S AUTHORI TY.

2. Do those who ABIDE in Christ have the privil ege of
praying in Christ's nane? John 15:7. How does one ABIDE in
Christ? Rom 8:9. And does God give His Holy Spirit only to them
that OBEY Hi nP Acts 5:32.

COMMENT: Yes, Jesus WORDS mnust abide in you. You nmust ask
according to HHS WLL. And you nmust abide in Hm-- BELONG TO H M
by having Hs Holy Spirit dwell wthin you!

So to pray "in Jesus' nanme," you nust at the sane time be
YIELDING to H's will to the best of your know edge.

3. Does praying "in Jesus' nane," which nmeans BY H' S
AUTHORI TY, al so nean that you are prayi ng THROUGH H m as your
H gh Priest? Heb. 4:14-16.

COMMENT: Jesus Christ -- our "High Priest -- was tenpted in
all points like we are. He understands our weaknesses. It is H's
revealed will to help us in tinme of need and to help us live a
nore abundant life (John 10: 10).

Praying in Jesus' nane is a great privilege. Use Jesus' nane
CORRECTLY, and your prayers will be ANSWERED because of the
AUTHORI TY conferred through Him

Results WII Foll ow

If you faithfully conformto these seven CONDI TI ONS OF
ANSWERED PRAYER wi th God's hel p, you may then have ABSOLUTE
CONFI DENCE that God will hear and answer your prayers. You will
be changi ng, growing closer to God each day. You will be actively
seeking and doing Hs wll.

Thi s | NTI MATE CONTACT with the Creator of Heaven and Earth
will give you a peace of mnd and qui et confidence that NOTH NG
can destroy. But your confidence will not be in SELF, but in the
greatest POMER there is! In EVERY trial and problem you have the
right to call on the Suprene Power of the universe -- the active,
living God who reveals Hnself in the Bible.

(To be continued next |esson)



