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AMBASSADOR COLLEGE
Bl BLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE

"...'Qut of Hs Heart Shall Flow Rivers of LIVING Water'"
About Qur Cover

The beautiful CASCADI NG stream of the Pasadena California
canmpus of Ambassador College is certainly synbolic of the Holy
Spirit Jesus said would flow out of the hearts of converted
Christians (John 7:38-39 RSV). Manki nd desperately needs the
POAER of the Holy Spirit to achieve God's PURPCSE for human
exi stence. And God promises to give us His Spirit as a gift -- if
we will ASK for it through PRAYER

an open letter from THE ED TOR

AGAIN I amwiting fromny study in our cottage on the
grounds of Anbassador College in England. On one side of ny
study, doubl e glass doors open onto a stone terrace.

W& have a very beautiful and very proud peacock on the
coll ege grounds. H's hen, at present, is setting on three of her
eggs in a small thatched-roofed, one-room gardeners' tool house
past the far edge of the beautiful Japanese gardens. She won't
nmove from her nest. Qur gardeners take food to her. But this
strutting peacock is perfectly willing to nove fromthe vicinity
of the nest.

Do you know, | al nmost think he nust be endowed with a bit of
human nature! When the gardeners let himout for the day, |
usually find himon the terrace just outside nmy glass doors
| ooking in. And when he is not there, he is quite likely to be
found | ooking in the floor-length gl ass wi ndows whi ch extend
across one side of our living room

Repeat edl y, again and again and again, | have tried to shoo
t hat peacock away fromour terrace. But always he conmes back
Today our head gardener explained the reason. In his best Wl sh
accent, he said:

"That proud bird struts up on your terrace because he can
see and admire hinmself in the glass of the windows and the
doors!”

It is quite evident this peacock thinks very well of
hinself. He can't have nmany brains -- there sinply isn't roomin
his small but brilliantly colored blue head. But then it doesn't
seemto take a large head to be filled with vanity, pride, and
self-admration! Yes, sonetimes |I think our peacock is al nost
human -- and he can be just about as annoyi ng!

This bird is ALL SELF!

And is that so different from nost humans? Suppose we put
other things out of mind for a few nonents and give this a little
serious thought!

Every really GOOD t hing cones from GOD. He is Creator,

Sust ai ner, Ruler of the Universe! He alone can fill us with
happi ness and joy -- rid us of fears and worries -- give peace of
m nd and security and faith -- supply every need -- make our

lives interesting, thrilling, ABUNDANT -- give us every BEAUTY,
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in the around, and the within! He alone can give us every

bl essing NOW and eternal |ife FOREVER The greatest possible sin
is that which cuts one off fromthe Gver of all blessings, here,
and hereafter! To break the very first Conmandnent -- to have
anot her god before the one and only TRUE God -- THAT is the
greatest sin.

Yet know ngly or unknowi ngly, everyone has conmitted it. But
that, of itself, is not the unpardonable sin. God HAS provided a
way of forgiveness, justification of the guilty past, and direct
contact with HM

That WAY is to crucify the fal se god of SELF -- the way of
REPENTANCE toward Cod, and FAI TH toward Jesus Christ. But what is
REPENTANCE? It seens nost do not know! One summer | received a
letter fromone of our baptizing teans that was touring Anerica,
visiting the hundreds who have witten to ne requesting baptism
The first CONDI TI ON before baptismis REPENTANCE. This is what
the | eader of this baptizing team wote:

"So many of those we have nmet are just not repentant. They
are quite proud of their past, saying how sincere they have been,
and how thankful they are that God has rewarded their efforts and
allowed themto find the truth." Like the Israelites of old, with
whom God was grieved forty years, they are GOOD in their own
eyes!

You know, | think this peacock is good in his own eyes, too!
But how much GOOD is there in human bei ngs? Yes, HOW MJCH? How

much GOOD is there, after all, in human nature?

| have said through the years, on occasion, that there is
good as well as evil in human nature -- that it is a mxture of
good and evil -- and that this is a bad m xture. In the HUVAN
manner of | ooking at it, there does seemto be GOOD, as well as
evil. But let's take a nore realistic | ook at ourselves -- as GOD
sees us -- and see whether | may not have to confess publicly I

have been in error in saying there is GOOD i n human nature.

PHOTO CAPTI ON:  PEACOCK -- Like the proud bird on the grounds of
Anmbassador Col | ege, England, this bird probably | ooks good in his
own eyes, too!

To REPENT neans nore than being thankful you are so GOOD
t hat you have been able to see the TRUTH, and you are so GOOD
that you are now accepting it. THAT IS NOT REPENTANCE! |f our
bapti zi ng teans shoul d baptize such persons, the LIVING Jesus
Christ will call themto stern account in the Judgnent! They MJST
ask such "good" people to defer baptismuntil they REPENT!

REPENTANCE results not only fromreal godly sorrow for what
you HAVE DONE, but for WHAT YOQU ARE, as well.

Now, just WHAT ARE YOU?

| said, above, the npbst terrible sinis to have another god
whi ch CUTS YOU OFF fromthe true GOD. And all have been cut off!
Al'l have sinned! The vast mpjority of all humans have no real
consci ousness of CGod at all. God is not REAL to them It is as if
t he bl ue sky above were a huge earth-encircling | RON CURTAI N
about 100 miles thick, of some kind of the hardest, nost solid
blue-tinted IRON -- inpenetrable -- and God is on the other side!

THIS WORLD is totally CUT OFF from God -- just as if such a
vast barrier shut the world off fromall know edge of God. To
nost, He sinply does not exist. Ch, of course, npbst people have
HEARD that there is a God up there somewhere -- but they have
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been shut off totally fromcontact, and He is as unreal as if
nonexi stent!

VWat, then, is the heart, center, and very CRUX of this
whole thing? It is this: The consciousness of the average person
centers BASI CALLY only on SELF, and those persons, things, or
interests with which SELF is concerned.

And, in its larger sense, ALL of that is, sinply, SELF And
what, then, IS SELF?

First of all, there is the LOCAL SELF. This self includes
your mnd and your body. There also are three dinensions -- and
this is the first -- the WTHI N

But the SELF is not l[imted alone to the WTHI N -- the
actual PERSON -- his mind and body. Beyond and surroundi ng the
LOCAL SELF is the EMPIRICAL SELF. This expands the SELF to the
second di nension -- THE AROUND.

This encircling and expandi ng EMPI Rl CAL SELF i ncl udes, first
of all, what nost closely is OMED by the SELF -- as human
soci ety woul d recogni ze ownership -- starting with your own
cl ot hi ng, your hone or place of abode, your w fe or husband,
children, your autonobile, your home furniture and furnishings,
gadgets, other property located farther away -- all those people
and things one regards as BELONGGNG TOH M In one's mnd and
heart, they become a part of SELF. If some force, occurrence or
happeni ng takes away or destroys one or nore of these
possessi ons, the SELF suffers.

I have nentioned an autonobile manufacturer | knew, who | ost
all his wealth and nost of his possessions in the crash economc
depression of 1920. SO much of SELF had been stripped from him
that he did away with what little remained -- by suicide.

If the SELF loses an arm an eye, a leg, SELF is deeply
hurt, because he has lost a part of self. By nature he feels no
person or circunstance has a right to deprive himof what he
considers H'S' In the same manner one grieves over the loss of a
husband, wife, child, or "loved one" -- or even close friend.

Wy is this? Analyze it! Is it not because BY NATURE he has
the sensatory FEELING -- the attitude of mnd -- that sonething
that is H'S has been taken fromhim and therefore the SELF
resents the | oss, feels wounded, and grieves? One may not
consciously REALIZE that this is the very source of his grieving,
of course. Nevertheless, it is the real, if unrecognized, cause.

Now as the circle AROUND the | ocal self w dens, it expands
to include relatives, closest friends, social friends and
fraternal "brothers," or "sisters," business friends, then |esser
friends. Beyond that, the "party spirit" in human nature w dens
to include whatever athletic teamhe is rooting for, his
political party, and beyond that, his feeling of patriotismfor
his NATION. And, finally, being consciously a nenber of the HUVAN
RACE, his enpirical SELF subconsciously expands to | NCLUDE THE
VWHOLE OF THIS WORLD -- with its civilization, its ways, its
bel i efs.

And this very conpetitive "party spirit,"” being a PART of
this world, and this world a part of SELF, it is only natura
that there is a sense of hostility to the GOD who reveal s that
TH S WORLD, as well as the CARNAL SELF, IS EVIL!

And so we arrive at the realization that each man's world,
as far as it extends in his consci ousness, beconmes A PART OF H M
-- of SELF. The world's pleasures, sports, entertai nments, becone
a part of SELF.

And what is the inherent NATURE of this SELF? Basically it
is VANITY. Vanity is SELF-LOVE and SELF- EXALTATI ON. The very
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NATURE of vanity instills a love of the world, because the world
is HS world -- a part of the enpirical SELF

This very human nature -- vanity, self-love, self-exaltation
-- inplants within the self the basic spirit of rivalry -- the
"party spirit." That is why students of one college are loyal to
THEIR teamin sports, but AGAINST their teamls opponents. It is
natural -- according to NATURE -- that people are loyal to their
political party, opposed to the opposing party -- patriotic
toward THEIR country, willing to fight against and kill people of
anot her country in war. Their sports team their political party,
their country, all these are part of their own enpirical SELF

Peopl e want to BELONG People want to be part of a group, a
club, a team a party. And why is this?

PHOTO CAPTION: Crowd viewing a football game in the Rose Bow,
Pasadena, California. A great deal of human nature is

expressed at such events, as M. Arnstrong shows in his revealing
editorial.

The answer carries us a little further. Wen CGod created
MAN, He formed nman of the DUST OF THE GROUND. Man is conposed of
MATTER. But GOD is a Spirit, and God 1S CREATING NOW man in H s
own i mage SPI RI TUALLY. What God created sonme 6,000 years ago was
the clay nodel, fromwhich the Master Potter may re-form and
re-shape, spiritually, the man into H's spiritual CHARACTER
i mage. As we have, already, borne the i mage of the EARTHY
physical -- material -- we SHALL, if converted, bear the inmage of
the spiritual and heavenly (1 Cor. 15:45-49). Therefore, what Cod
created in the first Adamwas NOT YET COVPLETE. Man was made
carnal, material -- but he was nade to NEED the SPIRI T OF GOD.
Wthout this SPIRI TUAL LIFE from God, man experiences a sense of
enptiness -- a hunger and thirst for that which will SATI SFY.

The only thing that will inpart to himthis sense of
sati sfaction, conpleteness, abundance, is GODO'S Spirit -- God's
nature -- God's FULLNESS. Yet his carnal mnd does not recognize

that fact. Being inconplete, lacking in the spiritual waters and
heavenly food -- God's Wrd -- that would FILL himto

sati sfaction, he has a gnaw ng soul - hunger that |eaves him

m serabl e, enpty, discontented. He seeks to quench his thirst and
satisfy his soul-hunger in the interests and pursuits and

pl easures of this world.

This very lack within him-- this spiritual NEED -- gives
himan innate | NFERIORI TY COVPLEX. He senses his I NFERI ORI TY, as
conpared to God -- his lack of what he was nade to NEED; but, not
understanding what it is, he seeks to quell the painful sense of
inferiority by conceit, and blowing up the ego -- the SELF --
with vanity and SELF-exaltation. This VANITY, then, is a
substitute for GOD and His spirit -- another god before the true
God.

Since, then, his group, his club, his team his party, his
country, HHS WORLD, is all a PART of his EMPIRI CAL SELF, he

exalts it, he loves it, he is loyal to it -- and hostile to al
opposi ng powers or forces. And this, too, becones a kind of
i dolatry.

This world travels A WAY that is the very antithesis of THE
WAY of God. Therefore, since THIS EVIL WORLD is A PART of the
EMPI RI CAL SELF, the carnal mind of man IS HOSTILE TO GOD!' Do you
now see VWHY?
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Human nature is SELF-LOVE. Yet this love is not true |ove,
but LUST. The SELF, as a LOCAL SELF or taken at its w dest
expansion, is HOSTILE to God. It has a contrary NATURE. It
travels a different road. It is part of a different team party,
or group, or world, WARRI NG agai nst God and God's WAY. It is WAR
-- and the SELF is lined up on the side of THHS EVIL WORLD,
against GOD!' And this is idolatry. DO YQU begin to see why you
need to REPENT of what you ARE?

In this SUPREME WAR of all wars, God Alm ghty will accept no
ternms of PEACE but UNCONDI TI ONAL SURRENDER!

The world is the ENEMY of GOD. It is hostile to GOD. Its
educators have not retained GOD or His reveal ed know edge in
their curricula. Its educational approach to know edge i s not
fromthe basis of God's revelation of origins, purposes, causes
and right ways, but from opposite, contrary and fal se concepts.
Its historians in their hostility to the comon eneny -- GOD --
have deliberately rejected Biblical historic FACT, such as the
Fl ood, the Exodus, the Creation.

Its science, its nmedicine, its economcs, its political
structures, its social systens, its religions -- ALL are hostile
toward, and contrary to THE TRUTH and THE WAY of GOD!

But now | ook at the individual! Look at YOUl The SELF is
part of this evil world of Satan. This world is PART of the
enpirical SELF. The very NATURE in man is SELF-LOVE.

So by nature man loves HS WORLD. Hi s nature is saturated
with love for the things that are AT WAR AGAINST GOD. Hi s | ove
for, and sense of loyalty toward his group, whether small or
| arge, neans automatically A HOSTILE ATTI TUDE toward what ever or
whoever is opposed. So HUMAN NATURE aut omatically expresses
resentnment, jealousy, malice, spite, hatred, toward opposing
parties, whether within or wthout his world.

You see. Satan's world IS divided against itself. A man
hates sol diers of an opposing arnmy in war -- yet those soldiers
are a PART of the WHOLE world, which he |loves. But this |ove,
again, is actually LUST, for it is a love of the enpirical SELF!

| said that before one can be converted, he nust REPENT of
WHAT HE IS, as well as what he has done. And now I wonder if you
see WHAT MAN I S! | wonder if YOQU, now reading this, begin to see
what YQU really ARE!

Man is VANITY. Man is LUST. Man is hostile to God, loyal to
what is opposed to and WARRI NG agai nst God and God's WAY! Man
cannot find PEACE with his Maker on any terns but UNCONDI TI ONAL
SURRENDER. That neans forsaking this world and its ways and
hostilities.

The first thing that enters the mind of natural man when his
mnd is first opened to sone of God's Truth, or when the first
suggestion of following it enters, is: "Wat wuld nmy friends --
famly -- relatives -- group -- say?" They will oppose. If you go
over on GOD S side in this war for all eternity, THEY will say
you are crazy, condenn you, accuse you, Oppose you, persecute
you.

You have to decide the question, in this war, of WHOSE SI DE
YQU are on!

For 1T IS WAR

War to the DEATH -- and | nean ETERNAL DEATH, or else to
ETERNAL LI FE. And you nust choose which. You cannot have bot h.
You must forsake utterly, and give up conpletely, the WORLD, and
the SELF, or go on to the DEATH for eternity with it!
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PHOTO CAPTI ON: Japanese del egation which signed Wrld War 11
uncondi ti onal surrender docunents aboard the USS M ssouri, Sept.
2, 1945. Mankind is at war with God and nust al so surrender
unconditionally to H m

This world is AT WAR with God. And this world is going to
LOSE -- and very soon! You are living in its very |ast days!

You think you are pretty good? Do YOU? Wll let ne tell you
on God's authority that you are not good, but EVIL. To use

expressive |language -- and | hope | can drive it through and

t hrough into your consciousness -- you are, spiritually, so
rotten you stink -- you are so foul you deserve nothing but
eternal death -- you are so evil, by conparison to GOD, you are

NOT FIT to be called HS SON Yet, if you really REPENT of WHAT
YOU ARE as well as the way you have lived, and REALLY turn around
and go the other way, with God's power, God has provided a way of
grace by which you may be redeenmed, washed in Christ's bl ood, and
actually be MADE righteous by THE HOLY SPIRI T of GOD!

HOWNV much GOOD is there in YOQU -- in your SELF?

Let GOD answer you. Don't take ny word. LISTEN TO GOD!

Jesus Christ said, "... there is NONE good but One, that is,
D' (Mat. 19:17). WIIl you face Christ in the Judgnent and
di spute Hm saying, "You were wong, Lord -- | am GOCOD!I "? Or
wi Il you accept, you who think you are pretty good, Christ's WORD
that NONE i s good, except GOD!

CGod's Wrd says to YOU. "The heart is deceitful above all
t hi ngs, and desperately w cked: who can know it?" (Jer. 17:9.)
That nmeans YOUR heart. It is spiritually SICK (see marginal
rendering), and needs healing by the power of GOD.

VWhen peopl e canme to John the baptist to be baptized, he told
them how far from GOOD they were: He said " ... You brood of
vipers, ... produce fruit that answers to your repentance ... any
tree that is not producing good fruit will be cut down, and
thrown into the fire" (Mat. 3:7-10, Mffatt translation).

If you are not bearing GOOD FRU T, you will be thrown into
the | ake of FIRE. Now can a carnal hunman bear good fruit? Is
there GOOD in a human? In John 15, Jesus Christ conpares us to
BRANCHES of a vine -- it could be a grapevine. He is the vine, we
are the branches (verse 57). A branch, He said, "cannot bear
fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine" (verse 4). IF we
abide in Hm-- are in constant CONTACT, SO that H S GOODNESS
flows into and through us, we shall bring forth GOOD fruit, "
for without me, ye can do nothing. If a nan abide not in me, he
is cast forth as a branch, and is w thered: and nmen gather them
and cast theminto the fire, and they are burned" (verses 5-6).

Jesus said we are known by our fruits. And a bad tree CANNOT
produce good fruit. Nor can a good tree bring forth evil fruit.
If you, then, are pretty GOOD -- as many of you now reading this,
even though already baptized and professing to be converted --
think you are, and are a GOOD "tree," it is | MPOSSI BLE to bring
forth bad fruit -- that is, | MPOSSIBLE for you to sin. But you
HAVE SINNED -- SO YQU are NOT GOOD. And if you are not changed so
as to produce GOOD (SPIRITUAL) FRU T, you shall be burned up in
the | ake of fire (Mat. 7:17-19).

The apostle Paul said: "In ne dwelleth NO GOCD THING' -- or,
as in the Revised Standard translation: NOTH NG good dwells in ne

| can WSH -- WANT to do, desire, or nake a resolution, to
do what is right -- but I cannot DOit! No, wthout Christ, and

H s power within, you have no good in you, and can do no good. A
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carnal human may THI NK he has good -- thinks good thoughts, has
good intentions. But when we understand what GOCD real |y neans,
he cannot produce it!

You may say, "But | think MOTHER-LOVE is good. Is it not
G00D when a nother | oves and cares for her baby?" As a carnal
human | ooks at it -- humanly, perhaps -- but let's just |ook at
this noble nother |ove, as an exanple of HUMAN "goodness." That
child is one of the CLOSEST portions of her enpirical SELF. She
regards it as HERS -- it's a part of HER -- and she | oves
her SELF, so she | oves her child. Does your carnal mnd still
argue that this is really SPIRI TUAL GOODNESS? If so, YOU NEED TO
COVPREHEND WHAT |'S GOD S GOODNESS AND REPENT!

A rich man becones a phil ant hropi st. Andrew Car negi e gave
mllions of dollars to establish public libraries in many cities.
Wasn't that GOOD?

Vll, LOOK AT IT a nonent! He gave to H'S WORLD whi ch he was
part of and |oved, didn't he? Just about all of the books in
those libraries, except the fewthat are Bibles, are the witings
of men HOSTILE to God, and the product of this world' s education.
Yes, Jesus Christ said the world LOVES ITS OMN, and show ng | ove
for and of the world is NOT the |ove of GOD. God commands us to
l ove NOT the world, nor the things that are INthe world. And did
you ever notice that M. Carnegie's NAME is placed on these
libraries, to perpetuate his nanme, and uphold his vanity for
generations after his death?

A man or wealthy wi dow donates a great art collection to an
institution -- but the donor's NAME is always there to exalt the
"good" donor, and show off to people how "GOOD' he or she was! A
person of neans endows a college or university with a |arge sum
-- but it is known as the "schol arshi p” of the donor! And ALWAYS
phil anthropists see to it that their gifts go to the places and
uses of THEIR CHO CE. The donati on BUYS the assent of the
recipient to USE it as the donor demands"

Yes, by HUMAN STANDARDS, as HUMANS vi ew things, there may be
some "GOOD' in human nature, and in people. By human standards,
Joseph of Arimathaea, who buried the body of Jesus, was a "good
man" (Luke 23:50), but, let JESUS CHRI ST settle this question
once and for all: "If ye then, BEING EVIL, know how to G VE GOOD
G FTS (see Janmes 1:17) unto your children, how much nore shall
your heavenly Father give His Holy Spirit to themthat ask H nP"
(Luke 11:13.)

Here is the supposed "GOOD' nother giving "good" things to
her child or baby. HERE I S MOTHER LOVE -- perhaps the "highest”
| ove we can recognize in a human. And Jesus Christ says
enphatically that she does it "BEING EVIL." She, herself, is EVIL
i nherently. And if a person is EVIL, can an evil tree bring forth
GOOD (SPIRITUAL) fruit? Jesus Christ says | T CANNOT.

VWhat kind of fruit DOES a natural nman, without God's Spirit,
produce? These fruits are listed. They are " adul tery,
fornication, uncl eanness, |asciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft,
hatred, variance, enulations, wath, strife, seditions, heresies,
envyi ngs, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like" (Gal.
5:19-21).

Do we, BEING EVIL, produce GOOD fruit? Are the fruits of the
flesh -- of human nature -- |ove, joy, peace, patience,
gent | eness, GOODNESS? No, these are the fruits of GOD S HOLY
SPIRI T, which you cannot produce except GOD produce themin and
t hrough you BY H's Holy Spirit. THESE are the fruits of GOD, and
they can cone only FROM GOD. That's why there is NO PEACE in the
wor | d!
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I know many who have been baptized, and who THI NK t hey have
been converted, and ARE PRETTY GOOD IN THEIR OMN EYES! And | hope
YQU of that category can know that | DO nean YOU

But you are not as good as JOB!

Job was so "good" that even Satan could not detect any sin
-- any evil. Job possibly had repented of what evil he had DONE,
and turned fromit -- for Satan could find no evil in what Job
DDl But GOD found evil in what Job was! He was sel f-righteous!
He was pretty GOOD, humanly speaking -- and HE KNEWIT TOO WELL!
He had spiritual VANITY -- |ike sone of YQU

Vel |, how do YOU conpare to GOD? Where were YQU, when GOD
created this earth? Can YOQU sustain, control, and rule the
UNI VERSE? Or are YQU about as small, conpared to GOD, as a
strutting peacock? Wy, you don't even have his beautiful
pl umage!

But you DO have the potential of coming to RECOGNI ZE your
own wort hl essness, depravity, inherent EVIL -- and REPENTI NG of
it! You DO have the m nd power, and the will, if you choose, to
make the conpl ete UNCONDI Tl ONAL SURRENDER to God, and to H' S
WAYS, and H S AUTHORI TY, and H S GOVERNMENT over your life!

And it is within your potential, if you'll pray -- and FAST
and pray, with your whole heart UNTIL God grants it -- to REPENT,

not only of what you are consci ous of having DONE wong -- but of
VWHAT YOU ARE!
For "except ye REPENT," said Jesus, "ye shall all Iikew se

PERI SH' (Luke 13:3).

To really REPENT neans to conme to God conpl etely BROKEN UP
in contrition of the spirit of REBELLION that has been in your
heart (oh yes, that rebellion HAS been in YOUR heart!) and to
return to God "WTH ALL YOUR HEART, with fasting, wth weeping,
and wi th nourning: and REND YOUR HEART ... " (Joel 2:12-13).

Do many seeki ng baptismtake it THAT SERI OQUSLY? Do YQU t ake
it that seriously? Have you ever been really BROKEN UP about what
arotten, foul, deceitful, vain, and evil creature you have been?

It's about tine many thousands of our students get their
eyes opened -- for THHS WORLD is nearing its END with the speed
of space flight!

It is MIJICH [ ater than you think! My God help you to SEE!

This world has its TWO dinensions -- the WTHI N, which is
the LOCAL SELF, and the AROCUND, which is the EMPI RICAL SELF! It's
time to EXPAND your horizon now to the TH RD di mension -- the
ABOVE -- on up to GOD, for every GOOD and perfect gift cones down
from ABOVE -- from GOD whose supreme purpose is to beget each of
us with HHS SPIRIT -- HS LOVE -- H'S GOODNESS -- H'S very LIFE,
which is ETERNAL LIFE -- the only conplete, full, ABUNDANT life,
full of goodness, happiness, joy, and PEACE FOREVER!

THE PURPOSE OF PRAYER

PROFESSI NG Chri stians PROFESS to pray. But few actually do!
And fewer, it seens, really know WHY t hey should pray, and WHAT
TO EXPECT AS THE RESULT OF PRAYER!

Prayer is stressed in the Bible, but neglected by many
because so few realize the VITAL PURPCSE for prayer.

EMPTY Prayer

Prayer today has degenerated into a ritual of words -- a
form a cerenmony, a vain liturgy of sanctinoni ous phraseol ogy --
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an utterly meani ngl ess OBLI GATI ON W THOUT A PURPOSE!

God sinply DOESN T HEAR enpty prayers!

You have heard that powerful, believing prayer can nove
nmount ai ns, heal incurable diseases and raise the dead. Prayer was
effective for Jesus and the apostles, but too many Christians
will admit their prayers aren't doing nuch today -- if anything!

You may know HONto pray. But many of those who know HOWtoO
pray -- DON T PRAY! They don't grasp the vital reason WHY THEY
SHOULD!

What have YOUR PRAYERS DONE LATELY? PRAYER IS SUPPOSED TO DO
SOVETHI NG DO YOU KNOW WHAT?

VWHY Pray?

VWhat, then, IS prayer? And WHY SHOULD WE PRAY in the first
pl ace?

Prayer is a personal, intimate, understandi ng comuni cation

with God Almghty. And prayer is intended to hel p you achieve
your GOAL in life -- the very PURPOSE FOR WH CH YOU WERE BORN!

Wt hout neani ngful, active and EFFECTI VE prayer, you can
never hope to be born into God's Kingdom Continuing prayer is a
VI TAL KEY to your salvation. And prayer, to be effective, must be
continual, fervent contact with your Creator -- which you ATTAI N
AND MAI NTAIN DAILY if you expect to receive Hs gift of eternal
life.

Knowi ng the goal of salvation (covered in Lessons 41 and
42), and receiving the faith of God to achieve it (Lesson 43),
will get you off to a good start. But a good start is not a
guar antee of a good finish!

In order to conplete God's Master Plan for your life, you
MUST PRAY and YOU MUST PRAY DAILY! MAI NTAI Nl NG CONSTANT CLCSE
CONTACT with God H nself is absolutely essential to your
sal vation. For without God's instant help, you can't overcomne the
downward pulls of your human nature which lead to SIN

The glory of God's Kingdom can be attained only with God's
personal help through H's HOLY SPIRI T. But you nust PRAY TO
RECEI VE | T!

Pray to Overcome Human Nature

1. Does God warn that He does not hear those who PRACTI CE
sin? John 9:31 and Ps. 66:18. And have ALL sinned -- transgressed
CGod's perfect spiritual law -- and therefore come short of H's
gl ory? Rom 3:23.

2. Does the apostle Paul show that no one is righteous of
H MBELF? Rom 3:10. However, does He hear the prayers of the
Rl GHTEQUS? Janes 5:16, |ast part.

3. Do we sin because the NATURE of the carnal mind we are
born wi th REBELS agai nst God and His spiritual [aws? Rom 8:7-8.
Is the human heart -- which the Bible refers to as figuratively
representing the basic notives and intentions of our carnal mnds
-- w cked and deceitful ABOVE ALL THI NGS? Jer. 17:9.

4. Does God, who is Creator of all things, reveal that He
has created EVIL as well as good? Isa. 45:7. Then wasn't it God
who created our human hearts, or mnds, which are prone to evil?
Ps. 33:15. See also Mat. 15:18-19 and Mark 7:21-23.

COMMVENT: Al of these sins -- nurders, adulteries,
fornications, thefts, covetousness -- are the QUITWARD ACTS of
evil thoughts conceived in the mnd. They begin in our
desperately treacherous and deceitful hearts (our mnds) which
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are subject to PRIDE and VANITY. That's what God says in H's
Word. He ought to know. He created our m nds!

God has actually given man a nature which is essentially the
same as the devil's. And for a great and wonderful purpose -- as
we shall soon see.

5. Even though God has created the evil propensity of human
nature in us, is there HOPE for us? Rom 8:20. Wy has God nade
us this way? Has He purposed to DELIVER US fromthe bondage of
our corruptible human nature and bring us into H s glorious
ki ngdon®? Verse 21.

COMMENT: God is creating a wonderful, eternal and glorious
Famly in Hs own CHARACTER I MAGE. And He is acconplishing it out
of human clay. It was God who placed human nature -- with its
propensity towards evil -- within us IN HOPE that we will
OVERCOME it with the power of Hs Holy Spirit, and thus achieve
H s gl ori ous Ki ngdoml

6. Has God plainly declared H's purpose for us -- the
purpose in which He takes GREAT PLEASURE? Luke 12:32. Shoul dn't
this GOAL of service in Hs Kingdom-- and being free of the
bondage of human flesh and nature -- be OUR GOAL as wel |l ? Rom
8:23. Are we to long for it so much that we may actually "groan"
wi thin ourselves in ANTICl PATION of receiving sonship in God's
Ki ngdonf? Same ver se.

COMMENT: God plainly states that He wants us to becone Hi s
sons. But it is a MJUTUAL GOAL! W, too, nust desire with all our
being to live forever in God's eternal Famly.

VWhen God declares H s purpose for us, He will achieve it!
Renenber that He is all-powerful -- that He rul es heaven and
earth! He has all things, and wants to SHARE themwi th us, and
says He will make a place for us in H s Kingdom That ought to be
our HOPE -- OUR GOAL IN LI FE!

God has created man lowy -- weak and carnal -- subject to
t he downward pulls of human nature which lead to sin. But He does
not want us to REMAIN lowy and sinful! He wants us to RI SE UP
ABOVE OUR NATURES by the PONER OF H'S HOLY SPIRI T, and devel op
H's righteous, spiritual character in us.

7. Does God realize our weak frame -- that we are nade of
peri shabl e dust? Ps. 103:14. And does He have pity on us -- have
tender concern and nercy toward us? Ps. 103:13, 17.

COMMENT: Even though we are sinful by nature, we should not
becone di scouraged. God understands our weaknesses, our failures
and faults. He placed human nature in us for a PURPCSE -- so that
we might overconme it and grow in H s holy and righteous,
spiritual character.

God knows we will stunble and fall short of H's goals for
us. But He wants us to learn that our sins are the result of
human weakness, and THAT WE NEED TO COME TO H M -- THAT HE ALONE
| S OUR RESERVAO R OF STRENGTH WHO WLL G VE US THE POAER TO
OVERCOME!

8. WIIl God deal with us according to our sins? Ps. 103:10.
Is He merciful tous if we fear to disobey H m and have proper
awe and respect for His power? Verse 11. Is it characteristic of
God to be very nerciful -- to have nercy in abundance? Verse 8.

COMMENT: Many realize that they are inwardly wi cked -- that
they have committed sins and need God's forgiveness. But they are
ASHAMED to cone to Hmand they are NOT SURE He will hear their
prayer. Consequently their sins REMAI N UNFORG VEN!

9. What causes us to be ASHAMED when we cone to God in
prayer? Have our sins cut us off fromH nP? Isa. 59:1-2. Whose
fault is it that we are cut off from God? Sane verses. Yet wll
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God hear our prayers if we come to Hmin the R GHT ATTI TUDE?
Verse 1.

COMVENT: GOD | S ALWAYS ABLE TO HEAR US! He is al ways WLLING
to hear us if we will cone to Hmfor forgiveness, and if we wll
TURN from our sinful ways. But because sonme are ashaned to cone
to God, and because sone REFUSE TO ASK H S FCRG VENESS, GOD DCES
NOT HEAR THEM

God doesn't expect us to attain perfection all at once. He
knows we will conmt sins and will need to turn to H mfor
f or gi veness.

VWhat we nust realize is that God wants us to learn that our
HUVAN NATURE MUST BE CHANCED and that He al one of fers FORG VENESS
FOR SI NI

Therefore He COMANDS US to PRAY! Pray for Hi s forgiveness
and the strength of H's Holy Spirit to overcone the evil
propensities of our carnal naturel

God knows that wi thout H s SUPERNATURAL STRENGIH -- which He
supplies through Hs HOLY SPIRIT -- we would constantly yield to
the evil pulls of human nature and be drawn down into sin.

And so the realization that we ARE SINFUL by nature is a
fundanment al reason we should pray! W nust pray to receive the
STRENGTH of God's Holy Spirit to be able to OVERCOVE OUR HUVAN
NATURE!

VWhy Christians Need Forgi veness

1. Did the apostle John adnmit that all of us -- including
Christians -- still commt sins and cone short of God's glory? |
John 1:8 and Eccl. 7:20 conpared with Rom 3:23. If we say that
we do not sin, are we DECEI VI NG oursel ves? Sane verses. Then
isn'"t it plain we, of ourselves, cannot overcone our evil nature
and achi eve nenbership in God' s glorious Fam|y?

2. But will God hear us if we are willing to confess to Hm
the sins we conmt daily? | John 1:9. And will He cleanse us from
our unrighteousness -- our transgression of H's | aw? Sanme verse.
Is that because He is faithful and just? Same verse.

COMMENT: God is absolutely just. He abides by Hs law. And
God's | aw exacts the death penalty. His judgnment for sinners is
ETERNAL death! (Rom 6:23.)

But God has accepted the sacrifice of Jesus Christ in our
stead to pay for sin -- broken laws -- if we will REPENT of our
sins and have FAITH in Christ's sacrifice for our sins.

We are then no longer cut off from God because of our sins,

because Jesus Christ was forsaken -- cut off fromGod -- FOR US
(Mat. 27:46).

3. Is God willing that anyone should die eternal death
because of sin? Il Pet. 3:9. Doesn't He want everyone to repent

of sins so He can forgive thenf? Sanme verse.

4. Is God alone able to forgive sins? Luke 5:21 and Dan.
9:9.

5. Did John wite his adnonition so that Christians m ght
AVO D conmitting sin? | John 2:1. But when we stunble through
weakness or tenptation and conmit sonme sin, will Christ's
sacrifice be applied to us if we repent and ask for God's
forgi veness? Same verse. Didn't Christ's one sacrifice pay for
the sins of the entire world? Verse 2. And therefore do all who
repent and ask forgiveness have Christ as THEI R ADVOCATE - -
someone to speak for them-- at the Father's throne? Verse 1.

Christ's Ofice as High Priest
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1. Has God given Christ a responsibility -- an office of
AUTHORI TY -- which makes it possible for Hmto intercede for us
as our Advocate in heaven? Heb. 5:7-10. Did Christ, while He was
a human being, have to LEARN to obey through suffering? Verses
8-9. And did this therefore qualify Hmto act as our High
Priest? Verse 10.

2. Did the human Christ have to pray to God FERVENTLY for
the SPI RI TUAL STRENGTH to keep from sinning under tenptation, and
thus be kept fromincurring the death penalty? Heb. 5:7. Ws
Christ thus able to overconme the very sins we have to fight
dai ly? Heb. 4:15.

3. Because of the suffering He experienced, is Christ
QUALI FIED to hel p us when we have need because of tenptation or
weakness? Heb. 4:14-15.

4. Can our very worst sins be forgiven by God? Isa. 1:18.
And forgotten? Isa. 43:25.

COMMENT: Yes, man's very WORST sins -- as "scarlet" -- may
be conpletely forgiven and FORGOITEN by God for all eternity --
"be as white as snow. "

5. Then what is God's COWAND to every Christian? Heb. 4:16.
Can we cone before God's heavenly throne and expect to receive
mercy and grace -- unnerited pardon -- and the PONER to hel p us
in our times of need? Are we to approach God's throne with
BOLDNESS? Sane ver se.

COMMENT: Notice that God does not say "if" you pray. He
commands that Christians come BOLDLY before His throne in prayer.

It is essential that we pray constantly -- day by day -- if we
are to receive God's nercy and power so we can ultimately inherit
H s Ki ngdom

Prayer is absolutely necessary in our preparation for God's
Ki ngdom W desperately need God's supernatural, D VINE HELP to
keep us fromwandering fromH s ways of |ove. And we need Hi s
merci ful forgiveness when we faill

6. Does Matthew 6:6 indicate that God EXPECTS Christians to
pray?

COMMENT: Notice that Jesus did not say if, but "when" you
pray. Jesus expects His true followers to be PRAYING Christians!
We nust pray constantly fromthe heart if we want to be born into
God' s Ki ngdom

7. Does Christ sit at the right hand of God the Father on
H s throne? Heb. 10:12. Does He make | oving intercession for us
constantly to God? Rom 8: 34-39.

8. Does Romans 3:23-24 point out that we woul d never nmake it
into God's Kingdomif it were not for Christ, our |oving elder
br ot her?

COMMENT: We i ndeed do have a golden eternity ahead of us in
God's joyous Family, if we will only avail ourselves of God's
trenendous POMER and FORA VENESS t hrough prayer. O herw se, we
will faill!

9. Wasn't it at great personal SUFFERI NG that this wonderful
opportunity to be a part of God's own Fami |y has been nade
avail able to us? Heb. 2:9-10, 17.

COMMENT: Christ, our High Priest, who intercedes for us to
our heavenly Father so that H's blood nmay cover our SPI Rl TUAL
sins, is active on our behalf AT TH'S VERY MOMENT -- if we wll
only CALL UPON H M I N PRAYER!

God ALONE Can Save Us!
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1. I's God our SALVATION? Psalm27:1. Can He al ways be
depended upon to deliver us fromall of our trials, tenptations
and sins? Sane verse. WII|l He stand by us even though our own
famly mght forsake us? Verse 10.

2. Doesn't Psalm 3:8 show that our salvation is entirely in
t he hands of God?

3. Are we to cry out to God in prayer, as Christ did, when
we are weak and on the verge of disobeying H n? Ps. 38:16-22 and
Heb. 5:7.

4. |If we have been overcome by tenptations and sin, may we

still ask God to forgive -- "purge away" -- our sins? Psalm 38:10
and 79:8-9. And may we ask Hm in prayer, to have MERCY upon us
and still grant us salvation, even though we have sinned? Psalm

85:6-9. Wasn't this witten for God' s SAINTS who still sonetines
sin, but have turned fromthe foolishness of their former sinful
ways? Verse 8.

5. Does Ephesians 6:10 tell us TO BE STRONG i n the power of
GOD'S MCGHT? |Is that because our own human power can't deliver us
fromtenptati on and sin?

COMMENT: Yes, we are to be strong in the power of CGod's
m ght -- the POAER of His HOLY SPIRIT -- which we can receive
t hr ough prayer!

6. Is the preparation of our spiritual "armour" -- which we
use to fight against the devil and his denobns -- to be through
PRAYER and SUPPLI CATI ON? Eph. 6:11-18.

7. Does our struggle against the devil and his denons, the
worl d around us and the evil pulls of our own nature becone
LI GHTER when we go to God in prayer for the strength to resist
t hen? Eph. 6:10 conpared with Mat. 11:27-30.

COMMENT: Through prayer to God, our way into H s Kingdom and
overcom ng our human nature can be nade secure.

8. Is our loving Heavenly Father nerciful and ready to
forgive us when we call upon Hmin prayer? Ps. 86:5-6 and
103: 1- 3.

9. Even when we have REBELLED against Hm may we still be
forgiven? Dan. 9:9.

10. Is it also God's will to forgive us our PHYSI CAL sins?
Ps. 103:3 and Mark 2:1-11.

COMMENT: Sickness, disease and injuries are the PENALTY of
PHYSI CAL SINl Jesus Christ Hinself said so! And God says it is
Hs will to FORA VE our physical sins. Healing is forgi veness of
the sin, and M RACULOUS REMOVAL of the PENALTY.

God heals us not by Christ's blood -- but by H s STRI PES we
are healed (I Peter 2:24). He paid the PENALTY of physical sins
IN QUR STEAD. He did the suffering FOR US, so God can renove it
fromus by the POANER of the Holy Spirit -- if we will repent of
breaki ng God's physical |aws and ACCEPT, in faith, Christ's
suffering for us! (Jn. 5:14; Jas. 5:14-15.) It is as nuch GOD S
WLL to heal as it is to SAVE US fromthe death penalty of
spiritual sins! (Be sure to review Lessons 33 and 43 regardi ng
faith and healing.)

11. Isn't God full of compassion and nmercy? Ps. 86:15-17.

12. Can even our VERY WORST sins be forgiven? Isa. 1:18.

COMMENT: Yes, even the nobst heinous crinmes may be forgiven.
God will forgive ALL of our sins IF we will sincerely repent from
the heart and determine to the very deepest depths of our being
that we will NEVER PRACTI CE THEM AGAI N.

God is indeed forgiving and very nerciful!

Pray Fervently!
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1. Should we be very FERVENT in our prayers to God when
asking for His forgiveness, or for the strength to overcone
tenptati ons which are about to overpower us? Janes 5:16.

2. How is such prayer described in the Bible? Ps. 27:7; I
Chron. 32:20 and Ps. 62:8.

COMMENT: Notice the words "cry with ny voice" in Ps. 27:7;
"prayed and CRIED' (crying out figuratively and ACTUALLY, at
times) in Il Chron. 32:20 and "pour out your heart"” in Ps. 62:8.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Pl aque with armour is synbolic of the SPI R TUAL
"armour" God instructs Christians to use against the Devil and
hi s denons.

3. Are we shown, by David' s exanple, that we should throw our
WHOLE HEART into our prayers? Ps. 119:58, 145.

4. Did Christ set us an exanpl e of FERVENT prayer? Heb. 5:7
and Luke 22:44.

COMMENT: Before Christ died for us on the stake, He prepared
for Hs ordeal with FERVENT prayer. He was so earnest in seeking
H's Father's will (verse 42), that He literally SWEAT BLOOD in
the chilled Garden of Gethsenane.

5. What is Christ's comand to all who would foll ow H nf
Luke 22:45-46.

COMMENT: Christ set us the exanple. Hs fervent and frequent
prayers to God for spiritual strength had everything to do with
H's final victory over sin and death.

The sane applies to us today! We should pray FERVENTLY to
God for the STRENGIH TO RESI ST SI NI

6. Should we pray with a fervent desire to be ANSWERED? Ps.
27:7-9 and 102: 1-2.

God WLL Answer!

1. Can we have absol ute confidence that our eternal heavenly
Father WLL HEAR US and deliver us fromour fears and troubl es?
Ps. 34:4, 6. Do verses 17 and 19 al so show that God wi |l DELIVER
US fromall of our afflictions?

COMMENT: God will answer our fervent prayers for deliverance
fromevery adverse circunstance. And He will grant us Hi s
forgiveness and Hi s divine strength so we may be strengthened
agai nst di sobeying His laws in the future!

2. Does God promise us all kinds of help if we ask Hmin
fai thful, BELIEVING prayer? Mat. 21:22.

3. Should our FAITH in the fact that God will hear us be
UNWAVERI NG? Janmes 1:5-7.

COMVENT: W nust learn to TRUST God to the utnost. Learn to
EXPECT answers to your prayers! God reveals H nself as a REAL God
-- a LIVING ACTI NG God. Take God at His Wird wi thout doubting H m
for an instant!

4. Should we therefore place our WHOLEHEARTED trust in God?
Ps. 71:1. If we do, doesn't it followthat we will never be
confused? Sane verse.

5. And knowi ng that God is our sure salvation, should we
of fer our prayers with THANKSGA VI NG and | et our requests be
known to Hin? Phil. 4:6 and Col. 4:2. Does Phil. 4:6 bear out the
fact that we should trust inplicitly in God and not becone
fearful of the results?
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COMMENT: "Be careful for (anxious about) nothing ... "
(Phil. 4:6). Yes, we are to have ABSOLUTE CONFI DENCE in God, and
not worry about the outcone.

6. Does Ps. 56:9 al so show that we should have total
confidence in God's power to overcone all of our enemes --
i ncludi ng Satan and our human nature?

7. Can we be confident that if we pray to God, He will take
care of all our needs? Mat. 6:11 and Ps. 23:1-6.

COWMMENT: "The Lord is ny Shepherd (My Cuide through prayer

and the study of H's textbook for living -- the Bible), I shall
not WANT ... " (Verse 1)

8. Can we offer up our prayers to God with ABSOLUTE faith --
a settled conviction -- that He will watch over us because He is

concerned for our very best interests? Mat. 7:7-11.

COMMENT: "For what man (typical of God the Father) is there
of you, whomif his son (mankind) ask bread (the life-giving
sustenance of eternal life -- God's Holy Spirit), will he give
hima stone?" (Verse 9.)

God is FAR MORE WLLINGto give us Hs SPIRIT OF PONER i f we
will ASK FOR IT!

Pray for a CLEAN HEART

1. Followi ng David' s exanple, what should we pray that God
will do WTHIN US after He has forgiven our sins? Ps. 51:1-17,
especially verse 10. Carefully read and study this entire Psalm
since it shows the whol ehearted attitude of TOTAL REPENTANCE we
nmust have for God to hear our prayers.

2. Did David first acknow edge his own sins, and then ask
God' s forgiveness? Verses 1-9. Did David realize that the basic
noti vations of his human heart were evil fromhis birth? Verse 5.

PHOTO CAPTION: This giant, ancient olive tree is found at the
traditional site of the Garden of Gethsemane. It was in

CGet hsemane that Jesus prayed fervently for the strength to endure
H s ordeal.

COMMVENT: David knew that our sinful actions are the results
of the thoughts, notives, and intents of our w cked human hearts.
He knew that repenting of evil deeds IS NOT ENOUGH W nust pray
that God will help us to repent of the notivations and intents of
our carnal minds -- the inordinate lusts and evil desires which
lead us to conmit sins.

We nust TOTALLY and LI TERALLY REPENT OF WHAT WE ARE!

3. Does God nake it clear that He is primarily concerned

with what is going on in our hearts -- the thoughts and intents
of our MNDS? Isa. 66:2. And isn't it clear that man's NATURAL
heart, or mind, is far fromright in God' s sight -- that man's

NATURAL attitude is far fromacceptable to Hin? Isa. 64:6-7.

4. Then shouldn't we pray as David did -- asking God to
CREATE IN US A CLEAN HEART? Ps. 51:10. Do we need to have God put
within us a RIGHT ATTI TUDE -- one notivated by service to others,
and not by selfishness? Sanme verse and verse 13.

COMMENT: David clearly saw that His own heart was evil. He
realized that he needed to have God Al m ghty create a CLEAN HEART
within him

God wants us to pray as David did, and ASK H mto change our
human nature! That is the PURPOSE for prayer in helping us to
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develop God's spiritual character so we can attain the goal for
whi ch we have been born

Unless God is now in the PROCESS of creating clean hearts
and minds in us by the power of His Spirit, we will never inherit
eternal life. God will not give eternal life to anyone who has
NOT surrendered to H m and whose heart is NOT being guided by the
love of H's Holy Spirit!

Clearly we nmust have a NEWHEART gradually created within
us. Amnd inspired by God's Spirit and totally submi ssive to H s
aws. W nust receive from God a heart which is the DIAVETRIC
OPPCSI TE OF OUR HUMAN NATURE. We desperately need a TOTALLY
CLEAN, PURE HEART!

5. Did David realize that God will ook to the man whose
earnest desire is to have a clean heart created in Hn? Did he
understand that God will hear the prayer of a man whose attitude
i s hunmbl e and subm ssive and i s REPENTI NG DAILY of the sins he

still comrits as a result of being notivated by his carnal, evil
heart? Ps. 51:16-17.

6. Has God promised to | ook to the man whose spirit -- the
altitude of his mnd -- is hunble, repentant, and stands in awe

of Hs Wrd? Isa. 66:2.

7. Has God promi sed to be near such people when they pray
for H's hel p? Ps. 34:18.

8. And has God promi sed to forgive our sins and WRITE H S
laws in our hearts, if we will turn to Hn? Jer. 31:33-34.

9. WIIl God do this by the power of His Spirit? Heb
10: 15-17 and Il Cor. 3:3.

10. What, then, should we DO, realizing all of the
foregoi ng? Heb. 10:22-25. Should we be confident that our sins
are forgiven (if we have truly repented), and that we can now
draw near to CGod? Verses 22-23. And should we seek FELLOASHI P
wi th others who have been forgiven, and whose hearts are being
cl eansed by God Al m ghty? Verse 25.

COMMENT: God has begun to create a clean heart and mind in
H s own character inmage within those who have yiel ded thensel ves
to Hm He has called themout of this world and into H'S TRUE
CHURCH where they can be I NSTRUCTED IN H S PERFECT LAWS | N
PREPARATI ON FOR BEI NG BORN | NTO HI' S KI NGDOM

How t o SEEK God

1. Does Janes show why nmankind is suffering wars, and why
Christians have been CALLED OUT of this evil world? Janes 4:1-2,
4.

COMMENT: Mankind in general is CUT OFF from God because of
their sins -- because they will NOT cone to God to repent of
their sins and their evil human nature. For this reason the world
has continued in the ways of war until now, at the tip-end of
mankind's rule on this earth, the evilly notivated human heart of
man has brought us to the brink of COSMOCIDE -- SU ClDE OF THE
HUMAN RACE

2. Wiy has man FAILED in life? Janes 4:2. Are nen all too
often UNWLLING to ask God for hel p and forgiveness? Sanme verse.
And does the professing Christian world really know how to pray
PROPERLY?

3. Isn't man's failure to ask forgiveness and to pray
properly the result of his w cked human heart which is notivated
by lust and envy? Verse 5.

4. Does Cod warn that He resists those who are PROUD? Verse
6. But does He promise to give GRACE -- unnerited pardon for sin
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-- to those who are willing to HUMBLE thensel ves? Same verse

5. What, then, is God's conmand to all mankind? Verses 7-9.
Isn't the first step plainly up to us? Mist we repent of sin and
RESI ST the pressures of Satan and this world which influence our
human nat ure? Verse 7.

6. Must we al so cleanse our lives of sin? Mist our evil
HEARTS -- minds, attitudes -- be cleansed and purified? Verse 8.

7. Are we to thoroughly repent and sincerely sorrow for the
evil acts we conmit because of yielding to our human nature?
Verse 9.

8. Finally, what else nust we do? Verse 10. If we wll
really hunbl e ourselves in the sight of God Al m ghty, who | ooks
on the heart, has He promised to Iift us up -- to forgive and
STRENGTHEN US? Verse 10.

COMMENT: God promises to strengthen us now by H's Spirit.
But He also promises to literally RAISE US UP by a RESURRECTI ON
into H's glorious Kingdomas H's spirit-born Sons -- SONS OF
[cob

Pray for Strength to RESI ST-SI NNI NG

1. If we ask, will God be our helper? Ps. 30:10. Can we ask

God to LEAD US in righteousness -- in obedience to Hs Laws? Ps.
5:8.

2. WIIl God cleanse us of secret faults -- those which lie
H DDEN i n our human nature -- if we ask Hn? Ps. 19:12. WIIl He

hel p us to keep ourselves fromexalting the self and being
presunpt uous? Verse 13.

3. Can we ask and expect God to exam ne our |NNER MOTI VES
and to test us in order to help us overcone sin in our |ives? Ps.
26: 2.

4. How can a young person cleanse his ways before God? Ps.
119: 9. Doesn't this apply to anyone who seeks God with his WHOLE
HEART? Verse 10. Is it al so necessary to KNOW and STUDY CGod's
Wrd to be able to keep from sinning? Verse 11

5. Did David show us by his exanmple how we should pray to
God for a clean heart, and that we m ght have H's strength to
RESI ST SIN and |ive by Hs Laws? Ps. 139:23-24.

COMMENT: God Al mighty knows our hearts individually. If we
call upon Hmfor help, He will provide us with the strength we
need to conbat the evil pulls of our human nature. He will al so
reveal the innernost thoughts of our hearts and mnds, and help
us to repent deeply of followi ng the vanity of our carnal m nds.

We nust rely on God for the SPIRI TUAL strength we need to
overcome sin in our lives, and to purify our hearts.

God wants us to constantly seek Hmfor the power to
overconme. And we nust ask Hhmfor it through prayer. This is the
ONLY WAY to receive Hs SPIRIT OF PONER!

Qur Heavenly Father wants each one of us in H's Family. That

is H's purpose for our lives -- the purpose for which we were
born. He is on Hs throne in Heaven ready to forgive us our sins
and shortcom ngs, and grant us H's supernatural help -- if we

will only come to Hmin PRAYER and ASK FOR I T!
PRAY EVERY DAY

1. Should we continue INSTANT in prayer? Rom 12:12. What
does this nean?

COMMENT: We shoul d, as many other scriptures show, be in an
ATTI TUDE of prayer. It is possible to let your nmnd dwell on CGod
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as you go about your daily routine -- speak to Hmsilently as
you work or play -- LET H M DI RECT YOUR EVERY THOUGHT AND ACTI ON.

But this is only possible if you are ALSO prayi ng ON YOUR
KNEES EVERY DAY!

2. Did David know that DAILY prayer was inportant to his
spiritual life? Ps. 55:17.

3. Did Daniel know that REGJLAR contact with God was
extremely necessary? Dan. 6: 10.

4. Did David spend nuch time praising God in prayer? Ps.
119: 164.

5. Did David think about God's Law all day long? Ps. 119:97.

6. Are we adnoni shed NOT TO G VE UP prayi ng every day? |
Thes. 5:17.

COMMENT: You shoul d always feel free to take all of your
i nnernost thoughts to God in prayer and ask Hmto gui de you.

Tal k over everything with Hm Ask Hmto direct your daily life.

David was a man after God's own heart (Acts 13:22). That is
why this | esson has drawn so nuch from David' s own exanpl es of
prayer. David went to God in prayer about every circunstance.

The Psal ns are the prayers and songs, the neditations and
t houghts of David. They were inspired by God to be a part of the
Bi bl e. God knew we could learn from David by studying the Psal ns.

7. Are we to let the mnd of Jesus Christ dwell within us?
Phil. 2:5.

COWMMENT: Christ's mind was pure -- Hi s heart was SPI Rl TUALLY
CLEAN in God's sight. He prayed continually for the power to KEEP
from sinning. And Jesus Christ is the EXAMPLE we are to fol | ow
today (I Pet. 2:21).

8. If we pray as we should, will we be confident, thankful,
and have the peace of God in our hearts? Phil. 4:6-7.

COMMENT: God wants us to be in H's Kingdom He wants us to
cone to HHmfor forgiveness and the power to growin Hi's
character. He wants us to ask Hmto help us overcone sin in our
lives, and live by H s Commandnents.

BUT GOD CANNOT HELP US UNLESS WE COME TO H M AND ASK FCR
THAT HELP I N PRAYER!

God nade us free noral agents. W nust CHOOSE to rely on Hm
and ASK for Hs help -- to hunbl e oursel ves, recogni zing our
i nnat e weaknesses, and depend on Hmfor the spiritual strength
we need.

So PRAY TO GOD EVERY DAY!

Pray continually, regularly, fervently, and expect God to
answer !

You must establish a regular habit of DAILY PRAYER if you
expect to be born into God' s Kingdom You nust MAI NTAI N PERSONAL
CONTACT WTH GOD to receive His gift of eternal life.

VWhen you do, your prayers will acconmplish a M RACULQUS
CHANGE in your life through the power of God's Spirit! And you
wi || achieve the very purpose for which you have been born!



