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inthe Isle that is called Patnps”
About Qur Cover

The isle of Patnos in the Aegean Sea. Here the apostle John
was inprisoned (Rev. 1:9) in the md-90's A D. and saw the
vi sions he was commanded to "wite"” (Rev. 1:19). From Pat nos
emanat ed the prophecies and prom ses of Revel ati on concer ni ng
God' s Church through seven definite eras until Christ will
return.

After the first two 19-year cycles, the Church went to
sl eep. Anot her whol e cycle had passed, and now in a fourth 19-
year cycle, Jesus Christ was using John, |last of the origina
apostles, to finish the New Testanent and to give the "Ephesian"
Era a |l ast chance to awaken and do the "first works." It did not.
Instead, the |last survivor of the zealous first generation of the
Church, Sinmeon son of O eophas, died in 107.

WHAT BECAME OF THE CHURCH JESUS BUI LT?

THE Christian Church in Judaea fled to Pella in 69 A D. From
that date the organized proclaimng of Christ's true gospe
ceased!

For the next hundred years, church history is virtually a
bl ank. "Scanty and suspici ous" are the records, says the
hi stori an G bbon, which remain fromthis period ("Decline and
Fall of the Roman Enpire"). But why?

The "Lost Century"

It was the incredible "Lost Century" of church history!

And when again records commence with the earliest "church
fathers” we behold a "Christian" church in npost vital points of
doctrine and customthe very antithesis of the Church of the
original apostles.

Was this new and different church a continuation of that
Church Jesus built? Enphatically not.

This was, in fact, a different church entirely. It was a
del i berate counterfeit of the True Church Jesus built! It stole
the NAVE OF CHRI ST, and called itself by H s nane!

The goal of this false church was to dominate the whol e
worl d by deception. Its | eaders were out to subvert even Caesar
To that end it had established its headquarters in Rone.

Meanwhil e, the TRUE CHURCH -- after its first generation --
becanme nearly invisible to the world. A few scattered
i ndi vidual s, persecuted, living in poverty, obscurity and
contenpt were all that constituted the second age of God's
Church. Enemies called them "Ebionites"” (neaning "poor" or
"poverty stricken") -- though not all "Ebionites" were really
Chri sti ans.

VWhy Persecution?



The second age of the New Testanent Church is portrayed in
Revel ation 2. It is typified by the |ocal congregation of the
Church in Snyrna (Rev. 2:8-11).

1. Was this Snyrna era of the Church to be persecuted? Rev.
2:10. Were some in that era to be martyred? Sane verse

COMMENT: Al ready we have seen two periods of persecution on
Christians even during the first century. But both these
persecutions were local. They even fell heavily on the devel opi ng
Catholic Church in Ronme. And there was a REASONl Wiat was it?
Not i ce!

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Shown below is Al eppo in northern Syria, |ocated
not far from Antioch, the earliest major center of the Church
outside Palestine. In the latter days of the Snyrna Era, an

"Ebi onite" congregation was | ocated here in Al eppo (Boerea).
Driven by persecution in the third and fourth centuries, the |ast
remmants of the Snyrna era of the Church took one further step
north into Arneni a.

The ONE REASON t he Roman GOVERNMENT ever persecuted any
religion was FEAR Wy?

Because the Roman Enpire was a dictatorship. Its very
foundation principle was exploitation of the nmasses. There was NO
DEMOCRACY. Any new NON- GOVERNMENT groupi ng -- | odge, union, club
anything -- was strictly, forbidden -- illegal -- |lest opposition
beconme organi zed. Only because they were a race as well as a
religion were the Jews specifically exenpted fromthose Caesar
suppr essed.

The | eaders in power feared for their power -- and for their
lives.

I f an Enperor persecuted a church, it was NOT because he
cared if false doctrine enslaved his subjects. Al shades of
opi nion were wel come. But only so long as they served and
supported the Enperor!

VWhen Nero feared for his throne he persecuted Christians.
For this unauthorized organi zation was taking root in his very
capital. Nero cleared H MSELF, and rid hinself of a potential
rival at the sane tine. He was "killing two birds with one
stone! "

2. Have events proven the Roman civil government had REASON
to feel a church seated in Ronme had designs on suprene secul ar
power? See Rev. 17:3. Remenber, THI S church is NOT the poor and
hunbl e True Church of Rev. 2

COMVENT: YQU shoul d review Lesson 31 which shows how the
"worman" nounted and rode the "beast” -- the false church. usurped
AUTHORI TY OVER the territory and peoples of the Roman Enpire

In the days of Diocletian (284-305 A.D.), so-called
"Christians" were deeply involved in political haggling.

Di ocl etian believed he had uncovered a plot to take over the
enpi re when he found "Christians" taking sides between hinself
and co-enperor Galerius. "Church father"” Lactantius tells us
Gal erius had spent the winter urging Diocletian to extirpate
Christianity.

Di ocl etian's persecution edict of February, 303, was
directed solely against Christians IN GOVERNVENT or in hones as
servants of GOVERNMENT personnel! When it was issued there were
rebellions in Syria and Melitene. Suspicion becane certainty. A
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second and nuch stiffer edict ordered all church | eaders

i mpri soned.

A special civil tax on all Jews -- which the Romans had
substituted for the former tenple tax (Mat. 17:24-27) when the
Tenpl e was destroyed in 70 A D. -- was now rigorously exacted of

"Christians" of the Synagogue of Satan. Did they not, after all
CALL THEMSELVES JEWS?! (Rev. 2:14.)

But the True Church of God never planned to usurp power in
this world. Contrary to nodern interpretations, the Apostle Pau
never envisioned maki ng the Roman Enpire the Kingdom of God!

Renenber the grandsons of Jude? Wen suspicion fell on them
-- because they were Christians, and DESCENDED FROM DAVI D, and
because Donitian feared any person who nmight claima right to be
a king -- THEY were found | NNOCENT and were rel eased --
exoner at ed.

"On the Just and the Unjust”

1. But, just as CGod often sends good things on the just and
the unjust alike (Mat. 5:45), nmust TRUE Christians sonetinmes
suffer along with the false -- through no fault of their own? |
Tim 3:12.

2. Did the apostles instruct Christians to do their best to
avoi d giving the governnment any ground for persecution -- to
prove their innocence by their actions? Rom 13:1-7; | Peter
2:13-16, noting particularly verses 15 and 16.

3. But if unjust persecution came anyway, what then? | Peter
2:20-21; 3:12-17.

COMMVENT: Few have realized Peter wote these words in the
shadow of his own martyrdom instructing and strengthening the
Church for the religious persecution that |ay ahead.

4. How did he say a Christian could rejoice in such
persecution? | Peter 1:5-6; 4:13. Notice the words "in the LAST
TIME " "when his (Christ's) glory shall be revealed."

COMMENT: Keepi ng your eye on the goal beyond is the only
way. Certainly one will not ENJOY persecution itself even though
he may realize tribulation is for his ultimte good! Read al so
Hebrews 12:11.

5. Is the Church of God also called the Church of Christ?
Rom 16:16. Then, isn't the nanme of "Christian"” fitting and
proper for a follower of Christ? Conpare Acts 11:26. Did Peter
wite that sone mght suffer because evil nen had brought "the
nane of Christ" and "Christian" into reproach? | Peter 4:14-16.

6, Did Peter nmention these sane evil nmen el sewhere? || Peter
2:10. Note that they "despi se governnent." They refused to be
RULED

COMMENT: They falsely clainmed to be nenbers of God's Church
(verses 1 and 13 -- notice also Jude 4, 8). The Romans coul dn't
tell the difference between true and fal se brethren, of course.
The real notive of those who secretly had crept into God's Church
was to GET for SELF. They WANTED TO RULE ot hers but woul d not
first thensel ves obey.

This carnal motivation -- while professing the name of
Christian -- brought retribution on them (Il Peter 2:1, |ast
part, and verse 3) and persecution on the innocent.

Once "fal se brethren" had drawn persecution, speci al
persecution edicts were placed on the Roman | aw books.
Nevert hel ess, they were not enforced during nost of the tinme.
Throughout the first three centuries of the Christian era,
per secuti on was only occasi onal
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The letter of Pliny -- before cited -- is a case in point.
Pliny found nost Christians in Bithynia-Pontus |aw abidi ng,
har d- wor ki ng, nodel citizens. They had HEEDED what Peter wote
them Yet Pliny knew, also, that for a Christian congregation to
MEET TOGETHER -- even on the Sabbath -- was against state |aw
That's why he wote the Enperor for clarification. Just how far
must he go? How rigidly enforce the | aw?

Pliny seenms to have been generally a humane and upright man
He was willing to be lenient -- to |l et PEACEFUL (Mat. 5:9)
Christians alone. And Enperor Trajan allowed it! Christians were
to be punished for THE NAME of Christ ONLY | F soneone formally
accused them before a judge. Then, of course, |aw MJST BE uphel d

7. Had Jesus forewarned that persecution follows right after
fam ne, pestilence, and earthquakes? Mat. 24:6-9.

COMMENT: This will not only happen at the end tine, but it
has happened before. Events run repeatedly in simlar cycles.
That is why it is said, "History repeats itself."

Human bei ngs want a scapegoat. Just as Nero bl aned
Christians for burning Rone, so others blanmed themfor other
things. If Christians had nmentioned prophecies foretelling
troubles, and if those troubl es happened, then they nust have
CAUSED them It was all THEIR fault! So peopl e reasoned.

"Under Marcus Aurelius (161-180)," says Fisher, ("History of
the Christian Church"), "Christians suffered both from popul ar
fury and fromgovernment. In this reign risings of the popul ace
agai nst the Christians were frequent. These were occasi oned by
the terrible calamties which the enpire suffered. There was not
only warfare w thout cessation; there was a plague, fromthe
destructive effects of which, N ebuhr tells us, the enpire never
recovered. "

As the Wrrk of the Snmyrna age drew to a cl ose, economc
conditi ons becane worse. The famous Edict of Diocletian (A D
301) fixing standard prices enpire-w de was issued as a direct
result of several bad harvests and resulting scarcity.
Unfortunately, as always, such legislation only nade matters
Wor se.

Eusebius (Ecc. Hist., I X 8) gives a vivid description of
the cul m nati on of fam ne, pestilence and war about A D. 310.

In all this, true Christians were in jeopardy along with the
fal se! Many migrated. They knew that Christ counseled flight
(Mat. 10:23; 24:16).

Per secuti on by STATE CHURCH Begi ns!

1. Did Christ foresee that the real persecution would cone
fromreligion, not government? Mat. 10:17; 23:29, 34

COMMENT: Even nore than governors, pseudo-religious nmen fear
for their positions of influence over others. Especially do they
persecute the real TRUTH -- because it CONVI CTS THEM of iniquity.

2. Does Christ reveal that the major part of the persecution
on the "Snyrna" Church was to conme in a specified period of ten
years duration? Rev. 2:10, and the "day for a year" principle in
Num 14: 34.

COMMENT: This prediction has been conpl etely m sunder st ood
by nost people. Mst everyone has sought to apply it to the wong
church! Eusebius (Ecc. Hist. VIII, 15,16) nmentions that the ten
years were fulfilled in the |last great pre-Constantine
persecution (that of Diocletian and Galerius) in 303-313. It
| asted on Rone only three years. In the Eastern Roman Enpire it
| asted 10 years. That is where God's people were.
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But the True Church was not yet stanped out of the Roman
Enpire. That was acconplished when the fal se church first gained
the POAER to persecute others! That power was gi ven when
Const antine established Catholic "Christianity" as STATE RELI G ON
by the Council of Nicaea, A D. 325, and then issued edicts
favoring it and anat hemati zing all others.

Granted, Constantine was not incensed agai nst solely and
especially the True Church. He was against ALL who would not join
with the church he had chosen. And that certainly included all
that remai ned of the True Church within the Roman Enpire!

Eusebi us, always a supporter of Constantine, explicitly
states that Constantine put every other church out of the Roman
Enpire, or exterm nated them-- IN H S LI FETI Mg, beginning in
325.

Constantine hinself was not a Christian. He was a worshi pper
of the sun god, who foresaw how political advantage m ght be
reaped by allying hinself with "Christianity.” He allied hinself
with the faction which offered the nost i medi ate benefits -- the
strongest ally. That faction happened to be reigned over by
Syl vester, bishop of Rome. He, too, observed the day of the sun.
Syl vester coul d becone head over all christendom-- UNDER THE
EMPEROR, of course!

Not for years, until nearing his death, did Constantine
hinself formally become a "Christian” by undergoi ng baptism

Thus, by the "marriage" of a popul arized form of Roman
Samaritanismw th sun worship did Sunday Christianity becone
domi nant .

Only it was NOT really MARRIAGE -- but a fornicating
rel ati onshi p! Each party remai ned separate, distinct, each
striving to GET nore fromeach other. Neither did the "woman"
OBEY any husband.

1260 Years in the W] derness!

As protector and favorer of a counterfeit form of
"Christianity," Constantine forced everyone, pagan or Christian,
either into conformty -- or exile!

The True Church chose exil e!

1. What were true Christians instructed to do WHENEVER t hey
found thensel ves in persecution? Mat. 10:23; 24:16; Luke 21:21.

COMMENT: The headquarters church at Jerusal em had been gi ven
a SPECI AL sign -- armies enconpassing Jerusalem-- to signify the
time to flee from JUDAEA

But that flight fromJerusalemwas only a forerunner of two
other great flights of the Church.

2. Did the Church knowto flee farther this tine than from
one city to another? Mat. 24:4-9 and Rev. 6:1-9 conpared with
Rev. 12:6, 14.

COMMENT: Both of the great flights of God's Church, recorded
in Rev. 12, are preceded by the sane five universal conditions.

Eusebi us rel ates there had been MANY FALSE PROPHETS in the
period just before Constantine. Wdespread WARS had nearly torn
the Enpire apart. And just preceding the religious "peace of
Const antine" (produced by persecution!) were great FAM NES and
PESTI LENCES. Eusebius closed his mind to the REAL SI GNI FI CANCE of
t hese events.

He ought to have known that the True Church nust flee! And
by this to have deduced WHI CH WAS t he True Church!

3. Did Jesus Christ prophesy the True Church -- synbolized
as a pure "woman" -- would flee to the "wilderness" for 1260
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years after the Council of N caea? Rev. 12:6. (This Council was
called together in 325 A D. by Constantine to enforce one
religion on all Romans.) Use again the year-for-a-day prophetic
principle. Wuld God continue to protect H's Church there? Sane
verse. What was Christ's prom se before the Church was founded?
Mat. 28:20, especially the last part.

COMMENT: This fleeing to the wilderness could never have
applied to the Catholic Church. But this is just one nore proof
that God's Church was anot her church entirely!

But the True Church Lives On!

"I will build ny church,"” said Jesus, "and the gates of
hell, shall not prevail against it."

There woul d be other Christians, in other ages follow ng the
Snyrna Era.

1. What did Jesus prom se individuals in the "Smyrna" Church
for being faithful until death? Rev. 2:10. Is He ALIVE to give it
-- "FOR EVERMORE'? Does He especially enphasize to themthe
return to life after death? Rev. 1:18; 2:8.

COMMENT: Ancient Smyrna was a "Crown City" in its heyday.
The "crown of Smyrna" was an acropolis -- a circle of beautiful
bui | di ngs standing on a peak close to the bay. The view fromthe
sea nust have been fanous in all that world.

Now it |ies desolate, deserted. The "crown" is a ruin. \Wen
Jesus cones, He will give His followers from Smyrna a "crown of
LI FE." That crown shall never tarnish -- that Snyrna shall never
di e!

Jesus nentions the "crown" to signify that not he who
exercised rulership in carnal -m nded greed, not those whose
religion was a cloak for their lust, not those who by schem ng
sought domi nance of governnments -- BUT THOSE WHO BY PATI ENT
ENDURANCE, SURRENDER AND OBEDI ENCE, overcone THEMSELVES wi | |
reign over the earth.

Qddly enough, even the literal city owed its decline to
Constantine. Wien he built his new capital at Byzantium on the
Bosporus, comerce and prestige were shifted from Snyrna. It sank
into ruin, but was later rebuilt and is today the nodern city of
lzmr. Thus the history of the city parallels the prophecy of the
church era named after the church located in that ancient city.

A living prophecy demands a living Overseer. Jesus Christ is
alive! And He IS overseeing His Church and H s Wrk today.

But what of the nenbers and the children of nenbers of the
Snyrna age DURI NG t hose years of persecution? Wat becane of the
remmant of Ebionites who continued faithful in Syria.

As decades rolled by, as persecution raged, they gradually
melted away.

Sonme apostatized, sone were martyred. But MOST M GRATED - -
goi ng north and east into Arnenia and Cappadocia, the farthest
bounds of the Roman Enpire.

O her Christians found places to hide fromRonme far to the
west. But nore about theml ater.

The "Perganos" Era Begins

Now |l et's advance to the third of the nessages to the "seven
churches. "

1. Did Jesus indicate the local church of Perganos woul d be
per secut ed? Rev. 2:13.

COMMENT: Perganps was the original seat of Roman civi
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government in the province of Asia (western Asia Mnor). But |ong
before, the city had already becone a seat of Satan when one of
the chief colleges of the ancient Chal dean nysteries m grated
there after Babylon fell in 539 B.C. Doubly, when John wote,
this was "Satan's seat"!

2. Did Perganbs have her martyrs -- represented in the
prophecy as "Antipas"? Sane verse. What does the nane ANTI PAS
mean? See Comment.

COMMENT: Antipas is nerely a short formof the Geek nane
Antipater. It may be freely translated "AGAI NST THE POPE. " (Latin
"pater” is equivalent to nodern Italian "papa" -- "Pope" in
Engl i sh!)

Popes, renmenber, did not really becone inportant until |ong
after the I ocal congregation of God's Church in the literal city
of Perganos had ceased to be. So this nessage, |ike the others,
was prophetically witten for a | ater age.

3. How does "Satan's seat" continue to identify the
adversary of the Perganps ERA of God's Church? See Coment.

COMMENT: Satan's seat in the city of Perganos was only a
type. In 133 B.C., Attalus, |ast god-king of Perganos, had wlled
all his powers to Rone. This becane the | egal basis of the pagan
Enperors' title of Pontifex Maximus -- H GH PRIEST of the world.
Then, in 378 A.D., Enperor Gratian conferred the title on
Danmasus, bishop (pope) of Rone.

Meanwhi | e, Constantine had built and transferred the capital
of the Eastern part of the Enpire fromRone to the city of
Const anti nopl e on the Bosporus. Constantinople was now the place
fromwhi ch the Eastern Roman Enpire was hereafter ruled. So -- in
the Perganbs ERA -- "Satan's seat" was established in
Constantinople as well as in Rome.

The religion of Ronme was sinultaneously directed by her
"Pontifex Maxi mus" through the secul ar power of a vast so-called
"Christian" church-state. It ordered that any religion which
woul d not CONFORM shoul d be extir pat ed.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Smyrna, once in ruins but rebuilt and a living
city today, pictures a Church Era characterized by bitter
persecution, sorrow and death, but whose future reward is sure --
resurrection fromthe tonb, like Christ Hnself to eternal life
in the Kingdom of God.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: (Left) Inmense outdoor theatre of ancient
Perganos. This city was the seat of Roman government for the
province of Asia and a nmajor center for the practice of the

Chal dean and rel ated pagan religions. Many canme here hoping to be
heal ed at the shrine of Aescul apius, god of nedicine. The |oca
congregati on at Perganos dwelt where "Satan's seat" was. (Bel ow)
Const anti nopl e on the Bosporus, nodern |stanbul, founded by
Constantine the Geat to control the comerce, the politics, and
incidentally the religion of southeastern Europe and the eastern
Medi t erranean region. The authority exercised fromhere in the
early centuries of the Mddle Ages constituted THI S city as
"Satan's seat" during the Perganps Eral

These two facets of Satan's earthly governnment -- the politica
and the religious conbined -- spelled persecution for the
"Perganos” Church. Well mght Jesus say: "I know ... where
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Satan's seat is ... where Satan dwelleth."” H's "Perganos” Church
knew, too!

This was a different kind of era. An age in which the True
Church was actively pursued, and had to remain in hiding. No
| onger was any part of the True Church associ ated, as even
Pol ycrates had been, with any part of "the catholic church of
God." The great conspiracy had succeeded -- it had stolen the
nane of Christ, the name of God's Church. No |onger need it
acknow edge t he existence of the genuine Church, no | onger
pretend to be of it.

The Church in Arnenia

The scattered remants of God's Church were now mainly in
Armenia. It was the one relatively safe and yet civilized area
nearby. Most of Arnenia, up until the pieceneal |slamc conquest
in the seventh and eighth centuries, was nomnally under the
authority of the Enperor at Constantinople, but rather |oosely
controll ed. Greek and Arnmeni an Catholics were frequently at odds
with one another. In this setting, God s people mnaintained a
precari ous existence for several centuries.

It was about 650 A.D. when God raised up an inspired | eader
to CORRECT H s people and to spread the gospel. Constantine of
Mananali (not to be confused with the Enperor Constantine) was a
wel | - educated man. He was given a gift of portions of the Bible.
Upon studying it, he was utterly amazed at the truth he found
revealed in it. Soon he was preaching, and with the hel p of
trai ned evangelists was mnistering to tens of thousands now
bei ng converted and put into the True Church.

"Antipas" in the 7th Century

Const anti ne of Mananali plainly taught that the Pope was not
the representative of God, that Peter was not the only apostle
gi ven the keys of the kingdom as the Popes cl ainmed, but that al
the original apostles and all their true successors shared in the
know edge and authority to guide Christians into the way of life.

This man was i ndeed "ANTI- (against the) pope." And he was
martyred, true to the prophecy! After 27 years of fruitfu
mnistry, he was stoned to death in 684 A D

1. For what reason did God's mnister and apostle,
Constantine of Mananali, have to die? Did Jesus Christ hold
certain things against this Church? Rev. 2:14-16, and see
Comment .

COMMENT: God's Church of the Perganos Era had been on a
nmoral and spiritual downtrend. All of Constantine's |abors had
not sufficed to reverse this decline. Many who CLAIMED to be
menbers of God's Church were not really converted. These were
ones who cleaved to the Church with flatteries -- that is, in
insincerity (Dan. 11:34). They held the fal se "doctrine of
Bal aam "

Jesus Christ, through John, addressed those |led by the Holy
Spirit, who really constituted the Church, the body of Christ. He
sternly warned themto repent of allow ng those carnal mnds with
their pagan doctrine to assenble with them Wy? Because Jesus
Christ knew what the result of this coexistence with evil would
i nevitably be!

Such foolish and inproper fellowship could only lead to the
total corruption and resultant destruction of the Church

But the Church did NOT repent. So, to shake up and wake them
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up, Christ allowed H s apostle Constantine to die. Here are the
ci rcunst ances of his death.

An officer, Simeon, was sent by the Enperor at
Const anti nople (al so known as Byzantiun) to destroy the | eaders
of God's Church. Sinmeon offered to spare any who woul d t hensel ves
stone their leader. And it was one of those very nmen, who shoul d
have been di sfell owshi pped | ong before, who cast the first stone!

So greatly inpressed was the officer Simeon by the fortitude
and sincerity of nost, and especially the faith and courage wth
whi ch he saw Constantine die, that he was convinced these were
God' s people. Three years later, he conpleted his duty at the
Enperor's court and returned to join the hunble people of God's
Church. He was placed by Jesus Christ at their head and carried
on the mnistry of Constantine for another three years, until he
too was martyred. HE was burned at the stake -- accused to the
Enperor by that sane man

Yet for all this, the Church did not cleanse itself of those
who hel d the doctrine of Balaam

VWhat Was the Doctrine of Bal aanf?

1. But who was Bal aan? Num 22:7, and Comment.

COMMENT: The nanme Bal aam i n Hebrew neans "conqueror of the
people.” It is the Hebrew equivalent of the Geek "N colas." Both
wor ds denoted the office of Ninrod, dictator and arch-rebel, who
first after the Flood established MAN S political and religious
gover nment based on fal se principles, in opposition to the
gover nent of God.

This Bal aamwas N nrod's successor in that office. He was

t he greatest pagan prophet of his tinme -- the Pontifex Mxinus,
t he chief oracle of paganism

Note that this man's headquarters -- 1500 years before
Christ -- was called PETHOR And -- let the wise understand --

VWHO, today, in the sane office, is headquartered in (ST.)
PETER S?!

In Bal aami s day, when the king of Mbab was desperate, there
was no one higher to whom he could go. That is why he sent al
the way to Pethor in Mesopotamia, a place far to the north of his
own country, and near the border of nodern Turkey. He conpletely
passed up his own priests, magicians and astrologers in his own
nati on.

2. Wen the em ssaries of Bal ak, king of Mdab, asked Bal aam
to curse Israel, did Balaamask God if he m ght be allowed to do
it? Num 22:10-11. Wuld a PAGAN high priest do a thing like
this? Notice! Wuld even Satan hinself ask God's perm ssion to
bring a curse on those under God's protection? Job 1:9-12; 2:4-5.

3. What did God answer to Balaamis evil suggestion? Num
22:12. CGod said "NO" But was Balaamwilling to take God's
answer? Verse 18-19. Read through the rest of this chapter and
the next two chapters. Notice how God forced Balaamto actual ly
bl ess instead of curse Israel, in spite of Balaam s determ nation
to go as far in the way of evil as God would permit.

COMMENT: Bal aam wanted to go just as far in the wong way as
he dared. This is SATAN S way!

Beware that you don't ever try to go just as far as you
think you can get away with, wi thout actually bringing God' s
sudden wath down on you! THAT IS SIN

4. Does God resist this practice? Nunbers 22:32. Does He
j udge those who practice such as worthy of death? Num 31:8,
15-17.
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5. What el se was Bal aanmis doctrine? Nunbers 31:16 -- note
the words "through the counsel of Balaam"™ Also read all of
chapter 25.

COMMENT: It was Bal aam who taught Bal ak how to tenpt
Israelites into sin, and thus to make them bring a curse on
t hensel ves, even though God woul d not allow him by the power of
Satan to curse themdirectly. Balaam s doctrine is to conmt sin
whenever sin would seemto be profitable or pleasant -- and to
teach OTHERS to sin. To have a FORM of religions -- ideals yet
not live by them but instead to TAKE PART IN THE WAYS OF THE
WORLD!

H s counsel to Balak was to get God's people to take part in
t he SACRI FI CES and worshi p of PAGAN GODS and to COW T
FORNI CATI ON. This was exactly the teaching of sone fal se teachers
who had crept into the congregations of the True Church in the
Perganos era! (Rev. 2:14.)

W will fully explain that in this Lesson.

6. Does the New Testanment flatly state that Bal aamwas a
fal se prophet whose god was his GREED? Jude 11; Il Peter 2:15.

Bal aam tes and Ni col ai t anes

1. Did the Perganps era have those al so who held the
doctrine of the N colaitanes? Rev. 2:15. What was this? See
Comment .

COMMENT: Note that the N col aitanes al so existed in the days
of the "Ephesian" Church, which hated their DEEDS. \Wat was it
t hey DI D?

Fromthe Catholic Encycl opedia: these Nicolaitanes "I ed
lives of unrestrained indul gence.” They clained to have derived
from NI CHOLAS t he DOCTRI NE OF PROM SCUI TY. "

VWho was Nichol as? NOT the DEACON Nicol as of Acts 6:5 as sone
have supposed. THI'S Ni cholas of Antioch is identified in
Hastings' "Dictionary of the Bible" with a Bishop N chol as of
SAMARI A, a heretic of Sinon Magus' conpany (Acts 8)!

But why then was he called N cholas "of Antioch"? Eusebius
gives us a clue. Before Sinon Magus went to Rone -- probably 42
A-D. -- HEwas in Antioch for a while. Eusebius tells us that
Jesus' Apostle Peter was sent to Antioch (Gal 2:11 -- A D 42) to
counteract the poison of Sinon Magus.

Fromthere he went to Ronme. It is possible that the two
nanmes refer to the same man and Nichol as of Samaria was Sinon
hinmself. O, N cholas was Sinon's successor after Sinon left for
Rone. The Nicol aitanes, at any rate, are IDENTIFIED with the
counterfeit "Christianity" founded by Sinon Magus.

The doctrine of the N colaitanes, too, was one of NO LAW --
"unrestrained i ndul gence," "prom scuity." Their doctrine and the
doctrine of Bal aam sprang fromthe same source. In fact, as we
have al ready noted; the nane "Nicol aitanes"” mght well be
transl ated "Balaamites,” and VICE VERSA, for both Balaamin the
days of Mbses and Sinon Magus in the first century A D. occupied
the "office" of N nrod.

But how, then, did they DI FFER? Wiy did Jesus Christ charge
the Church in Perganps w th harboring both?

The answer is plain.

The doctrine of Balaamwas the original, universally
received religion of the region. Asia Mnor (where the city of
Perganbs was), with the Tigris-Euphrates valley and Arnenia,
conpri sed the very heartland and stronghold of Ninrod' s religion
t hroughout all history to that time. The PETHOR of Bal aam was
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right at the center of this area.

And now t he Church of God was centered there. Naturally,
unconverted "nmenbers” who sat in the congregations of God's
CHURCH were influenced by that doctrine! They were just |oca
peopl e who had never really given up the common doctrine of their
ancest ors.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Christian synbol s? No! These pre-Christian
crosses, found on stones of ancient Ephesus, were synbols of the
religion of Balaam No wonder the Paulicians abhorred the worship
of the cross and other such pagan "Christian" synbol s!

Significantly, the Armenian church to nodern timnes

practiced, or allowed, animal sacrifices for sin -- and the
eating of sacrificial flesh! Could Revelation 2:14 be nore
specific?

On the other hand, the N col aitanes represented the nore
recent organization -- an outgrowh of the old, and practicing
the sane old religion, but now masqueradi ng as Christian, using
Christian soundi ng names -- which had its headquarters (p-t-r) in

Rone. Just as during the Ephesus Era, these were actively trying
to infiltrate and take over the Church of God!

Now let's notice the doctrines and identifying signs of the
TRULY CONVERTED nenber s.

The Paulicians Were Maligned!

The worl d calls these "Perganos" Christians "Paulicians" --
just as it called the "Smyrna" Christians "Ebionites" -- and the
"Ephesus” Christians "Nazarenes" and HERETICS. In its origina
Arnmeni an, this word neant "a follower of wetched little Paul."
See what an opinion the world holds of those willing to obey God!
How true is Matthew 10: 22!

Some pretend this "wetched Paul " was the Catholic Patriarch
of Antioch called Paul of Sanpbsata who was deposed about 270 A.D.
But such a connection is totally false. The Paulician | eaders
were never in any way Catholic.

Their very names show which Paul they followed! Constantine
of Mananali took the name of Silvanus, hel per of Paul the Apostle
(see | Thes. 1:1; 11 Cor. 1:19). Sinmeon, his successor, took the
nane of Titus. Another of the Apostle Paul's cl ose associ ates!

Si meon' s successor was a nman named Paul who did not change his
nane. Later, Gegnesius, his son and successor, took the name of
TI MOTHY. Hi s successor Joseph becane Epaphroditus (conpare
Phili ppians 2:25), and lastly, Sergius was called Tychi cus (Eph
6:21). (See the inset chart titled '"PAULI CAN' CHURCH LEADERS
bel ow. )

Yes, these nen were the followers of Paul (I Cor. 11:1).

Their congregations, in part, were descendants of the
Apostl e Paul's own converts. Just as the congregation at Pella
had continued to be called the "Jerusal en church, those who fled
G eece and western Asia Mnor as a result of Constantine's
persecution retained their old nanes.

Those gathered in Mananali continued to call thensel ves
"Achai a" (where ancient Athens and Corinth had been); those in
Castrum Col oni as and C bossa, "Macedoni a". The congregati on at
Cynoschora was call ed "Laodi cea"; the one at Argaous, "Col ossae"
the one at Mpsuestia, "Ephesus, and so on. (See map on page 14
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{see the file BCC5014.TIF in the I mages\BCC directory.})

But does this nmean, as sonme claim-- echoing Photius of the
9th century, that they rejected Peter and followed only Paul ? No!
They nmerely taught -- rightly -- that Peter was not the only one
to whom were given the keys of the ki ngdom of God, as the false
church cl ai ns.

Noti ce the proof. The evangelist Silvanus, whose nane
Constantine of Mananali chose for his own, was the scribe who
wote the epistle of | Peter! See | Peter 5:12. Look this up and
wite it down! It is inmportant that you know that the whol e
theory of a rift between Peter and Paul was an invention of false
"Christians.” Do the sane with | Cor. 1:12; and with Gal. 2:9 and
Il Peter 3:15 (Cephas is Peter).

Furthernore, Paulicians USED the witings of Peter. (They
al so used the A d Testament which sonme fal sely say they
rejected.)

The reports circul ated about these people were sl anderous
and false. Unfortunately history has preserved little except
hostil e evidence surviving today. Only by careful sifting and
conparing can we prove the truth.

Al'l books and witings of the Paulicians were devoted to the
flames in accordance with the aws of the "pious Enperors.” Oten
t hose who owned them were nurdered. Only the "Key of Truth",
hi dden for centuries, preserved in out-of-the-way Arnenia,
remains. And that was put into witing centuries late, in a
corrupted age!

Suspi ciously, ALL the Catholic witers who enunerated
Paulician tenets, instead of witing firsthand reports, slavishly
copied froma single scurrilous ol der docunent. Cbviously, their
i gnorance of the Paulicians nust have been near total, and their
object in witing about God' s people was anything but truth!

NOT Mani chaeans!

One of their chief accusations was that Paulicians were
Mani chaeans, believers in the ancient Persian Mgi an doctrine of
dual i sm

But this was a fal se charge. Several early witers adnmt the
Paulicians totally rejected Mani, founder of Mani chaeanism The
authoritative "Dictionary of Christian Bi ography” states flatly:
"There is NO indication of anything Iike the Mani chaean esoteric
and exoteric organization of their comunities into 'elect' and

"auditors.'" The Gnhostic and Mani chaean witings they conpletely
repudi at ed.
VWhat the Paulicians really believed was that the devil is

the ruler of this world (Il Cor. 4:4; Rev. 12:9), and that human
nature i s dom nant here. But either in ignorance or their
duplicity, nearly all the orthodox "fathers" -- including Oigen
Eusebi us, At hanasius, Jerone, etc. -- pretended the "god of this
world" (Il Cor. 4:4) neant the God of heaven!

VWhen confuting "heretics,"” the "fathers" were not too
scrupul ous of the truth. It was their conmon practice to brand
al |l opponents indiscrimnately Mani chaeans.

No wonder that as late as the 12th century, Catholics in
Europe were still actually clipping out and destroyi ng
i ncrimnating passages from books in their own |ibraries!

Real pagan Mani chaeans, gradually driven fromlraq and Syria
by the Mslens, were indeed persecuted by Catholicism In the
common persecution, the same "Paulician” Church which had earlier
tolerated the foll owers of Balaamand Sinon in their mdst -- and
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had become corrupted by them-- mght well have consorted with
Mani chaeans. This woul d account FOR the Mani chaean infl uence
which is so plainly apparent later in the Bogomls of the Bal kans
and especially in the Cathars of western Europe.

But they were centuries later. W nust not get ahead of our
story.

Paulicians rejected the false practice of praying to saints
-- or to Mary. They rejected purgatory. |nages, pictures,
crosses, incense, candl es! They said that nonks are the agents of
Sat an! That Mary, according to Scripture, was not a perpetua
viragin.

They are accused of ignoring all the fasts and feasts,
especi al |y Sunday, of the (Arnmenian and Catholic) church
Qovi ousl y! These pagan institutions were incorporated into
"Christianity" long after Christ. Instead of the pagan Sunday,

t he Paulicians woul d have kept the Sabbat h.

They rejected the "bath water” of the persecuting church --
| NFANT baptism But they practiced real baptism by inmrersion
AFTER GENUI NE REPENTANCE, and cited Jesus' age of 30 at baptism
as a significant exanple. To those who advocated baptizi ng
infants, they said: "You do not know the nystery of baptism we
are in no hurry to be baptized, for baptismis death.” They knew
bapti sm signified the DEATH of the SELF

How They "Held Fast" Christ's NAME

Cat holicisminsists on regardi ng Jesus as GOD, and wi t hout
human nature as all nen have. They call H's nother the "nother of
@GOD. " They say Jesus had only the nature Adamis assuned to have
had before he "fell."” That is why the doctrine of the "imuacul ate
conception” was invented -- that Mary too was miracul ously and
sinl essly concei ved.

Human beings would LIKE to ignore the feet that Christ cane
wi th human nature to set us an EXAMPLE, show ng us how we shoul d
live.

God' s Church enphasizes that Jesus Christ had human nature,
that He was GOD CHANGED | NTO nortal human fl esh!

Because the Paulicians enphasi zed the HUMANI TY and al so the
bapti sm of Jesus, Conybeare, who found and translated the "Key of
Truth" from Arneni an, thought they denied Jesus' eterna
pre-exi stence and/or Hs divinity before baptism This idea
remai ns unproven. It is possible that some LATER peopl e anong the
Paul i ci ans may have accepted either the Arian or the Adoptiani st
concept of Christ from"false Christians."

1. Did Jesus say the (converted) Paulicians had not denied
the true FAITH -- body of beliefs? Rev. 2:13. Did they also hold
fast Hi s NAME? Sane verse. What does the world "nane" nean? See
Comment .

COMMENT: God puts great STRESS on nanes. He calls things by
t he nane whi ch expresses WHAT THEY ARE. To hold fast to Christ's
NAME, the Paulicians had to have KNOAWN WHO AND WHAT CHRI ST REALLY
WAS!

2. Does the Bible declare that those who do not believe
Jesus Christ was HUMAN, was tenpted and SUFFERED (Heb. 4:15;
5:8), are not Christians? | John 4:3; 11 John 7; I Tim 3:16.

COMMENT: Jesus Christ was God nade FLESH -- a human being
(John 1:14; Heb. 2:14, 16).

As shocking as it may sound, nany peopl e have no Savi or
because they fail to discern that it had to be human life that
paid for their sins, yet a human life worth nore than all other
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hurman |ives conbi ned.

The view that Christ did not really suffer, that He was
really inmmune to pain, and only APPEARED to be human, to suffer
and to die, was one of the doctrines of the early followers of

Si nron Magus.
It is totally false!
The Bible teaching -- and the Paulician belief -- is that

Jesus becane a human bei ng and, by the power of the Holy Spirit,
successfully resisted Satan and overcame the evil pulls of human
nature. Jesus lived a perfect life. W too nust live the sane
kind of life by the same Holy Spirit in us. This is how Chri st
can dwell in us (Gal. 2:20).

In this way Christ still today CONTINUES TO COVE I N THE
FLESH.

3. Is this receiving of the Holy Spirit called an
"anointing"? Il Cor. 1:21, 22. Wiy is Jesus called "Christ"?

COMVENT: Both the Greek "christos" and the Hebrew "nessiah”

sinmply mean an "anoi nted one" -- one having received the Holy
Spirit.
The Paulician teachers -- we have direct statenents

regardi ng Sergius and Sanbat -- taught that the same Holy Spirit
was in themthat had been in Jesus Christ. Their persecutors, to
whom t hi s was i nconprehensi bl e, charged that the Paulician

| eaders called thenselves "Christs,” as if it were bl aspheny.

Paul i ci an Church Gover nnent

The Paulicians clained to be THE "holy universal and
apostolic church" founded by Jesus Christ and his apostles. O
the fal se churches, they would say: "W do not belong to these,
for they have | ong ago broken connection with the church.”

They taught that the Church is not a building, not just an
organi zati on, but an organism-- the body of truly converted
bapti zed persons, which has continued unbroken with the apostolic
traditions fromits begi nning. Jesus Christ was and is the HEAD
of that Church.

Paul i ci ans al so taught that the Scripture is for the |ayman
as much as for the mnister. They continually urged the people to
check the Scriptures for thensel ves, and accused the priests of
hiding the Scriptures in order to deprive the people of the truth
and of making nonetary profit in addition by dispensing a
SUPPCSED word of God in its place.

The great fal se church has never allowed the ordinary person
to read the Wrd of God when she could help it. Only in certain
"western" countries in nodern times, where an educated public
opi nion exists, has such freedom ever existed.

1. Should every Christian study the Scriptures for hinmself?
Acts 17:11.

2. Did Jesus Christ provide a variety of church offices for
t he purpose of QU DI NG the |ay nmenbers, to keep them from goi ng
off individually into heretical doctrines READ I NTO t he
Scriptures? Eph. 4:11-13. Also | Cor. 12:28. Are not these the
ones to whom He gave the power of "binding and | oosing"? Mat.
18:17-18.

COMMENT: Four of their greatest |eaders, the Paulicians
cal | ed APCSTLES and PROPHETS. These directed the other mnisters
-- "synecdem " (itinerant evangelists), "poinenes" (pastors) and
"notarii" (teachers who also had the responsibility, in the
absence of printing, to |l aboriously hand-copy the Holy
Scriptures). These mnisters exercised the power of "binding and
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| oosi ng. "

Al so nentioned in the Perganpbs Era are "el ders,
and "readers." Conpare the supplenentary offices of
mracles, then gifts of healings, hel ps, governnents, diversities
of tongues" -- see | Cor. 12:28!

Certainly these ranks were never in the clergy of the fal se
church! Priests, nonks, and nuns coul d never be made to fit these
scriptural categories!

And unlike the supposed-to-be celibate priests of the fal se
church -- or the "electi"” of the Mani chaeans -- the elders of the
Paul i cians not only m ght, but were expected to be married and
the head of a famly (Titus 1:6)!

After Sergius, it appears the surviving faithful evangelists
were called "astati", and soon the higher ranks ceased to be
filled. By the tinme of the later Paulicians, "notarii"” were the
only surviving mnisters.

3. Did Jesus Christ Hinself put men directly into the
hi ghest office of this chain of authority? And did He "ordain"
them by the laying on of H's hands? Mark 3:14; John 15:16.

COMMENT: The Paulici ans, consistently enphasized Jesus'
aut hority over APOSTOLI C SUCCESSI ON. No one can take upon hinself
the office of minister (Heb. 5:4). Only by the choice of Jesus
Christ, by the Scriptural ordinance of the |aying on of hands,
were different ranks of ministers ordained to authority, and that
by those who were ninisters before them The succession of
m ni sters thus begun by the hands of Jesus Christ renai ned
unbroken in the True Church through all ages.

Some of the nen so ordai ned may prove unworthy. (Judas is an
exanpl e.) They may be nore interested in physical things than in
service or the gospel

Among the Paulicians were nen, fromtinme to tinme, whose
wor ks made it obvious Jesus Christ H nself had ranked them as
apost | es.

An apostle need not be an inpressive | ooking man, or of
HUMAN nobi lity. Fishermen, publicans, and tax-collectors have
been anong Christ's apostles (Mat. 4:18, 21; 9:9; Luke 5:27). Any
greatness is not of the man, but of the OFFICE. No nman is
qualified for it but through the Holy Spirit.

Though you m ght not respect the MAN, YOU had BETTER respect
t hat OFFI CE!

THAT office is of God. The office of Pope is only permtted
by Cod.

"rulers,"

End of the Paulician Era

Paul i ci ani sm becanme an accepted faith in a vast regi on al ong
the Taurus Muntains. It made great inroads in Arnmenia, Al bania
on the Caspian Sea, and nearby regions.

But with nost it was only a FORM of religion. Truly
converted nmenbers of the True Church nunbered only in the tens of
t housands. Oten "fal se brethren” who Iived anong God's peopl e
were confused with the True Church. H s people were allow ng many
fal se teachings to grow in their mdst.

Now understand what this situation led to.

During all this tine, persecution had not ceased. Even in
Armeni a an organi zed persecution was waged as early as the mddle
of the 6th century. Persecution was nearly continuous in Roman
(Byzantine) territory.
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PHOTO CAPTI ON: Scene of Work of Pergampbs Era of God's Church --
now nodern Turkey. Just as the congregation at Pella after A D
69 continued to be known as the "Jerusal em church,” so
congregations in Armenia were nade up of those whose ancestors
had fl ed Macedoni a, Laodi cea, Achaia, Ephesus, Col ossae etc. as a
result of Constantine's persecution. (NOTE: To view, see the file
BCC5014. TIF in the 1 mages\BCC directory.)

The civil governnent had been soon replaced by the dom nant
church as the active agent of persecution. For it knew best how
to hunt down and identify its victins. It knew JUST ENOUGH of
true Christian doctrine to detect its intended victinms from anong
t he general popul ation

At first, persecuting "Christianity" found difficulty in
condemi ng Paul i ci an doctrine. Wen the persecutors asked: "Do
you believe" in this or that fundanental "Christian doctrine,”
the Paulician could usually answer "Yes."

Knowi ng that Catholics neither understood Biblical MEAN NG
nor even the religious sounding phraseol ogy they so blithely
repeated, many spiritually weak Paulicians allowed thensel ves the
| ati tude of nental reservation while outwardly they agreed to the
persecutors' denmands. Once started on this road of conpronise, a
Christian's consci ence becones nore and nore blurred. At |ength,
persecutors discovered certain pertinent questions which
i nescapably reduced their Paulician victins either to APOCSTACY or
martyrdom

Many " professing” Paulicians then permtted thensel ves full
EXTERNAL conformty with the dom nant church. They secretly KNEW
they were sinning. But they held that Christ would forgive it.
Thus NMANY accepted the DOCTRI NE OF BALAAM -- going as far in the
way of evil as they thought they coul d.

Puni shrent was not |ong on its way!

VWhat the Doctrine of Balaam Brought its Believers

1. Did Peter prophesy that whenever fal se teachers woul d get
within the True Church they would bring swift destruction upon
t hensel ves? Il Peter 2:1-3

2. Did Jesus Christ, in his opening words, spotlight the
SWORD as of mmjor significance to this Perganps Era of the
Church? Rev. 2:12.

COMMENT: The sword is a synbol of fighting and war. Even the
city of Perganos had received its name from being A FORTIFI ED
PLACE, and passed through many wars. These facts nade it ideally
suited to picture this age of the Church.

3. Did Jesus warn that unless they would repent of harboring
Ni col ai tanes and Balaamites in their mdst, He would "fight
against themwith the sword of my nouth?" Rev. 2:16. What does
this sword represent? Rev. 19:15. Conpare also Rom 13: 3-4.

COMVENT: This sword shows that Christ Hinself is a warrior
-- One who will not hesitate to USE H's power to enforce His rule
on earth! All He has to do is to speak, and it is done. That is
why it is the sword OF H'S MOUTH

Either H s people of the Perganos Era would subnmit wholly
and gladly to His rule which He exercised FOR themand in their

best interest -- the rule of the "sword of the spirit, which is
the word of God" (Eph. 6:17; Heb. 4:12), and its pure Biblica
doctrines -- or else He would call for a sword AGAI NST t hem

It was one sword or the other!
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In the end, multiple thousands did perish by the litera
sword, because the Church did not repent of its error -- which
grew and grew.

Ever since the Arabs began to contest the Byzantine power
over Arnenia, about 650 A D., persecution had driven sone
Paulicians to hide in Moslemterritory. About 750, the Enperor
Const anti ne Copronynus reconquered the upper Euphrates region
from Armeni a and renoved many Paulicians to fill the deserted
cities of Thrace. The day of the sword had begun

Fromthis tinme on Paulicians were split into parties.

VI OLENCE fl ared anong them at Mananali between the foll owers of
Zachari ah, son of CGegnesius, and Joseph who took the nanme of
Epaphrodi tus. Joseph I ed his people across the border, where he
was received by other Paulicians. Under attack there by a |l oca
ruler, he led themon into Pisidia. Fromthere, in 30 years of
m nistry, he evangelized all Phrygia. Christians, |abeled
Paul i ci ans, were numerous in Phrygia and Lycaonia by 800 A. D.

El sewhere, divisions nultiplied. Half-Jew sh Baanes gai ned
great local influence with a mlitant doctrine of retaliation
They had forgotten -- or never knew -- that Christ was the one to
wi el d THE SWORD!

At this juncture, as if Christ was giving them one | ast
chance, he raised up Sergius to do his work.

Sergius is the nost renowned of all the Paulician | eaders.
He was originally a woodcutter and carpenter and earned his
living with his own hands. For 34 years in the mnistry he
| abored earnestly to bring the people to repentance and a return
to the truth. "I have run fromeast to west, and fromnorth to
south, until nmy knees are weary, preaching the gospel of Christ”
he wote.

But to no avail.

Leo V (813-820), opened a new persecution agai nst Paulicians
i n Cappadocia. So carnal were the vast majority of these Armeni an
peopl e, so used to their "fornication" -- mxing with the
politics of this world -- that it provoked a mlitary rebellion
VWen it failed, many fled into Saracen (Arab) territory.

For the next 50 years, they continued to raid Byzantine
territory, although Sergius absolutely condemed fighting and
retaliation! But of course they would not listen to him The
people would not listen to any true mnister of Christ now
REMEMBER, MOST OF THESE PAULI Cl ANS NOW MERELY CLEAVED TO THE
CHURCH W TH FLATTERI ES (Dan. 11:34). THEY WERE NOT CONVERTED.

" PAULI Cl AN' CHURCH LEADERS
- Earliest surviving nmention of Paulicians by that name 555

A D ...

- CONSTANTI NE of Mananali (Silvanus) 654-681 ... stoned to
deat h

- SIMEON (Titus) 684-687 ... martyred by Byzanti ne Enperor
Justinian 11

- PAUL "the Arnenian" 702-

- GEGNESI US, his son (Tinothy) 717-746 ... convinced Enperor
Leo I'll that the Paulician doctrine was not heresy; at his death

his son Zachariah clainmed the office but was rejected by nost
Paul i ci ans

- JOSEPH (Epaphroditus) 746-782 ... evangelized Phrygia

- SERA US (Tychicus) 801-835 ... resisted mlitant teaching
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After the death of Sergius, even those who had heeded him
began to fight.

The Enpress Theodora (829-867) continued the persecution
wi t h unabated zeal. Furious and desperate, they reconciled the
use of Bible and sword. Revolting fromthe dom nion of Theodora,
they submitted to the Caliph of Bagdad.

Arm es of Moslens and carnal - m nded Paulicians conbi ned
ranged through the heart of Asia Mnor. But trusting in their
worldly alliances with the Arabs instead of relying on Jesus
protection, the Paulicians were betrayed and sl aughtered. One
hundr ed t housand peri shed!

The sword had prevail ed!

The Great Move to Europe

Fromthis tinme the Paulician nane becane fanous as a WARRI CR
people. No | onger was a Paulician a follower of Paul! Yet stil
they CLAIMED the distinction of being a remmant of the true
apostolic church. Perhaps a FEWreal Christians, invisible to the
world, did Iive anong them growing in grace and know edge.

In Arnenia, Sanbat reorganized a remmant of the Church at
Thonrak. The M ddle Ages record of their doctrine, the partially
preserved "Key of Truth" translated by Fred C. Conybeare, was
found with Paulician remants which survived in Russian Arnenia
as late as the 19th century. There was continual persecution,

t hough a recogni zed line of |eaders continued there for at | east
200 years. Even here they enbraced nore and nore error as tine
went on.

Meanwhi | e the Byzantine Enpire used the Paulicians to defend
its European border.

Enperor John Zim sces in 970 transported to Thrace 100, 000
nmore Paulicians. For a tinme they defended the Enpire against the
Bul gari ans and thereby enjoyed full religious freedom

In this region, as early as 870, m ssions fromthe
Paul i ci ans of the Taurus had begun to teach their religion to the
Bul gari ans who had noved fromthe Vol ga. Converts becane known as
Bogomi |'s, which nmeant, in the Slavic |anguage of the Bal kans,
"friends of God."

At the beginning of the 13th century a "Bogom |" | eader --
Catholics called him"their Pope" -- lived in the territory of
noder n Yugosl avia. Congregations in Italy and France al so
recogni zed his authority. Mre about theml ater.

But wherever they were, the sword never ceased fromtheir
| and. The enperors continued the policy of Copronymus of
transporting and arm ng Paulicians. In the end it not only
destroyed the Paulicians, but the Enpire's only bul wark agai nst
t he Saracens.

The Saracen wars, on top of centuries of |rano-Roman
rivalry, left Anatolia a desol ation. Considered already
spiritually "the w | derness"” when the True Church went into it,
it was now truly a DESERT. The "thousand churches” for which
Cappadocia is famus were in ruins.

This is the fate to befall any |land having had full warning,
havi ng been the very center of God's Wrk on earth, and having
rejected it.

Let nodern nations bewar e!

By physical destruction and mass transfers of popul ati on,
Christ renoved the last Israelites (renenber | Peter 1:1), sone
Armeni ans and a remmant of Assyrians from Asia M nor. Thus He
prepared the land for the children of Esau -- the Turks.
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During the next two centuries, the Crusades found Paulicians
scattered everywhere in Syria and G licia, corrupting their nane
to Publicans (Paulician is "Pavlikani" in Medieval Geek), a nane
strangely descriptive of their apostacy -- getting involved in
PUBLI C affairs! Yes, even the world knew why they were rejected
by Chri st!

Wth the resum ng Crusaders, "Publicans and Sadducees"”
("self-righteous ones') becane scattered over all Europe.

Later Turkish wars in the Bal kans forced Paul i ci ans and
Bogomils into central and northwestern Europe. Witings of the
early Anabaptists in Germany, fromwhom cane all nodern Baptists
and Mennonites, display a clear recognition of themas their
spiritual ancestors.

Into the sane region, after the Mngol invasion of Arnenia,
cane the Athingani. They had been linked with the Paulicians of
Sergius' day and after, and portrayed as a "legalistic"

"Judeo- Christian" sect. In Germany they were (deliberately?)
confused with the Gypsies (Zi geuner or Tsigani).

(To be conti nued)

PHOTO CAPTI ON: This desol ati on was once the site of a great city,
Antioch in Pisidia. In the days of Joseph, the Paulician
1746-783), a congregation of Christians nmet near here. Now it
stands a nute witness to the fate that befell nost of Asia M nor
when the Work of God's Church in that area was fini shed!



