LESSON 52
(1969)

AMBASSADOR COLLEGE
Bl BLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE

Wy Was Printing | nvented?
About Qur Cover

Qut enberg and his assistants are shown examining the first
proofs of the Gutenberg Bible in about the year 1450. Begi nning
with this use of the newy devel oped art of printing by nmeans of
nmovabl e type, copies of the Bible nmultiplied and re-nultiplied.
No | onger was the spreading of the Wrd of God dependent on
| abori ous hand copyi ng. And never again could it be threatened
wi th extinction through wanton destruction!

THE BOOK AND THE CHURCH THEY COULDN T DESTROY

You coul d not have taken a Bible correspondence course if
you had lived in the Mddl e Ages. Production, distribution and
study of such a course would have been totally inpossible.

There was no printing, little education, very few Bibles --
and to read the few that were avail abl e was consi dered | LLEGAL!
WHY IS IT that printing, reading and witing, and the

publ i cati on of books has become increasingly inportant in the

| ast 400 years -- and especially in the last 40? WHO actually is
behi nd this great expansion of comruni cati on? Have you ever
wonder ed?

VWho caused -- in just the |ast few decades -- the
devel opnent of RADI O? O tape recording?

Tel evi si on? And VHY?

You shoul d have guessed the answer.

The Creator CGod Hinself sawto it that all these instrunments
woul d be invented and devel oped for a great, but alnost totally
UNRECOGNI ZED PURPGCSE!

For the Use of God's Church!

Until the devel opment of printing, it took a skilled and
rapid witer TEN MONTHS to nmake a copy of the Bible. A finished
and bound copy was worth the PRICE OF A LANDED ESTATE

Under such circunstances it was all but inpossible for God's
Wrd to becone widely read

The major |abor of God's Church in the Thyatira Era was to
transl ate, copy and make the Scriptures known. Yet for all the
effort, the truth remained virtually unknown to the broad nasses.

Al Scripture manuscripts the authorities could lay their
hands on were confiscated or kept out of circulation. It is a
little known fact that even nobst nmanuscripts which came to be
stored away in Catholic nonasteries and cathedrals are ultimately
traceable to the work of God's Church! You see, few scholars in
the Mddl e Ages had ability to read or translate fromthe
original Hebrew or Greek. So they used the \Wal densi an version
originally translated into the Provencal |anguage froman early
formof the VWulgate, as their main source! (Deanesly, "The
Lol lard Bible", chapters 2, 3 and 4.)



PHOTO. THE BIBLE I N LATIN -- Handwitten on vellum (sheepskin) in
France in the 1200's, this copy of the Holy Bible is part of the
Anbassador Col | ege rare book collection. It is shown (at right)
opened to Daniel 11:33-35 -- key to the history of God's Church
in the Mddle Ages.

And when |l ater, during the 14th and 15th centuries, such
Catholic groups as Fraticelli, Beghards, Friends of God, Brethren
of the Free Spirit, Brethren of the Conmon (Conmunal) Life, etc.
becane convinced the Bi bl e SHOULD be known, and sonme of them
began to copy or occasionally translate the Scriptures, they too
i mediately ran into trouble. Many such people, often falsely
stigmati zed as Wil denses or Lollards, were BURNED. (Those truly
bel onging to God were NOT, as sonme may have assuned, the nost apt
to be martyred. They were not often in public view, reaching the
broad masses of the world.)

Meanwhil e, in the Netherlands, \Wal denses had becone known by
their enemes as Lollards -- froma Flem sh word, "lollen" or
"lullen", meaning to sing or speak softly, or to nunble --
because of their practice of menorizing the Scripture, in the
vernacul ar, by munbling it to thenselves or to one another. Their
enemni es seized on this nane and attenpted to connect it with
Latin "loliumt, meaning tares. The word canme to be applied to ALL
so-called "heretics" (see Deanesly, "The Lollard Bible", page
70) .

These "wandering and hypocritical fellows" (as their enem es
called them) were noted in Holland as early as 1309. In 1315, one
Walter the Lollard, a chief Waldensian mnister, with his brother
Raynmond carried the gospel of Christ to England. He is said to
have spread the Wl densi an doctrine all over England before he
hi nsel f was seized and burned in Col ogne, Germany, in 1322 (Par
Bresse, "Authentic Details of the Wil denses”; Orchard, "A Concise
H story of Foreign Baptists").

Bi bl e Translated into English

The nane Lollard sprang into great proninence in England a
few years before 1400. It was a result of the studies and
writings of John Wcliffe, a man whom Jesus Christ USED -- though
Wcliffe may never have been a nenber of God's Church. He
apparently lived and died within the Catholic conmunion

Wcliffe was a theol ogi an and professor at Oxford. He becane
i ncreasingly aware of the abuses and bl asphenmies comitted and
condoned by the priests and prelates of the Mddl e Ages. He began
to wite and distribute tracts concerning these abuses.

| mredi atel y he was surrounded by ENEMES -- and was branded
a "Lollard" -- the name commonly applied to God's people in
Western Europe in the 1300's.

Wcliffe responded by speaking out nore freely, even
declaring the priesthood in conmunion with Rome was not the
mnistry of Christ. A group of Oxford schol ars and teachers
gat hered around him Many of the rulers of England who had been
his forner associates listened to himwith respect. And a great
many of the common people began to look to himas their |eader

Synpat hi zers and co-workers becanme very nunerous for a
while. In the words of a contenporary, the "sect" of the
Wecliffites was "held in such great honor in these days, and has
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so nultiplied, that you can hardly see two nen passing in the
road, but one of themshall be a disciple of Wcliffe."

Hi story | oses sight of the original "Lollards" as a separate
people as a result of this novenent.

PHOTO. JOHN WYCLI FFE -- Oxford schol ar, churchman, theol ogi an and
driving force behind the abortive English revolt fromthe
Catholic Church. H's followers conpleted the first translation of
the Bible into English -- an inportant first step in preparation
for the work of God's Church in nodern tines.

PHOTO. BOOK BURNI NG -- Destruction of the witings of Wcliffe at
Prague. Burning was the favorite neans enpl oyed by the enem es of
the truth in the Mddl e Ages agai nst the Book and the Church they
couldn't destroy -- no matter how hard they tried! In Bohem a

the doctrines of Wcliffe were the inspiration for John Huss.
Though not a nmenber of God's Church, Huss was al so burned.

But Wcliffe was a scholar rather than a saint, a man with a
penetrating mnd and carefully guarded intellectual bal ance. He
seens not to have understood prayer at all. He practiced infant
baptism And there is no evidence that he ever understood the
truth about CGod's Sabbat h.

H s REAL | MPORTANCE in the history of God's Church lies in
the translation of the Bible into English which he began

Though Wcliffe hinmself died in 1384, the circle of scholars
that had gathered around himcarried forward this translation
work to a successful conclusion. They saw it distributed in al
parts of England during the next 30 years -- a blessing for God's
peopl e i n Engl and.

The Later Lollards

Sonme of these Lollards -- both of Wcliffe's scholarly
associ ates and others -- had adopted fromthe begi nning the
Wl densi an (and Biblical) principle of going out by twos to
travel and preach throughout England. They called public
attention to grievances against the religious authorities, and
gave the peopl e supplenentary instruction (Encycl opaedi a
Britannica, articles "Wcliffe" and "Lollards"; MacFarl ane, "John
Wecliffe and English Non-Conformty", chapters 4 and 5).

A second translation of the Bible into English, and then a
third -- a very readable version -- were brought out and used in
this work. The established church all the while remai ned set
agai nst the use of a vernacular Bible, and nade repeated attenpts
to stop it, but could not.

In 1401, the fanous statute called "De Hereti co Conburendo”
was propounded against all Lollards. It forbade preaching w thout
license, and teaching "new doctrines" or favoring those who
taught them It provided that those who did so should be
i mprisoned or fined, and, as the nanme inplies, if obstinate or
rel apsed after once renouncing their "errors,"” they were to be
burned to deat h!

Under this oppression, Lollards -- God's people and those
who hel ped them -- spread to new parts of England and to
Scotl and. Local priests were often in synpathy and omtted
Catholic rites.

But the Wcliffite novenent was mainly secular. In a few
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years, it became involved in a political schene which was badly
defeated, with its | eaders executed.

Most of those directly influenced by Wcliffe had recanted
| ong before this -- when faced with martyrdom But l|ater, many
men, nore influenced by the Bible and the true Lollards who
constituted a part of the Church of God, were steadfast even to
death. There is evidence that scattered true followers of Christ
survived for two centuries in all corners of England, although
they were never again promnent after the fall of the Wcliffites
(see Thonmsen, "The Later Lollards").

They were constantly hunted and oppressed by the established
church, and only survived by remaini ng under cover as nuch as
possi ble. Qur only source of information about themis that which
was brought out in the trials of those who were caught.

They mai ntained that the Papacy was a "beast"” (Rev. 13) and
anti-Christ, and that it had never been given any authority by
Jesus' Apostle Peter. Sone of them on the other hand, clearly
stated that its spiritual character was that of Sinon Magus!
(Acts 8.)

They were closer to the truth than probably even they knew

A man ought not to be baptized, they said, until mature, and
the True Church was not "universal" but, in this age, was limted
to a few They maintained that the sacranents of the fal se church
wer e bl asphenous, |eading nen to damation. The relics of saints,
and the mracles clainmed to have been perfornmed by them were
not hi ng but fakes and inpositions.

(It is inmportant to realize that nost of those who were
stigmati zed as "Lollards,"” and who were persecuted and even
execut ed, were only synpathizers. Numerous individuals |istened
to the fewreal Lollards who constituted the Church of God. But
those who listened were usually interested in PURI FYI NG the
establ i shed church -- restoring it to what they supposed was its
original condition -- while remaining within it. They were not
converted menbers of God's spiritual congregation. Sone of those
| abel ed "Lol |l ards" by the prosecutors were indeed heretics, and
even at heists.)

PHOTO LOLLARDS RENOUNCI NG THEIR FAI TH -- Most of the i mediate
followers of Wcliffe were ready to nmake their peace with the
Cat holic Church rather than face martyrdom It was left to the
few -- whose religion was from another Source -- to continue in
the truth.

As late as the year 1494, thirty persons called "the
Lol l ards of Kyle" were accused before the king in Ayrshire in
Scotl and. Every itemon the list of their alleged "heresies" is
truth, and exposes the religion of Rone.

Fortunately, this group of Christians escaped execution
O hers, not so fortunate, perished in a renewed fury of
persecution that was provoked in Scotland by the beginning of the
Ref ormati on in Gernmany about twenty years later ("The Lollards",
publ i shed in London by the Religious Tract Society, no author
gi ven, page 337).

The whol e Lol lard nmovenent -- including nmany unconverted
co-workers associated with the Church of God -- played no snal
part in preparing the people and rulers of England and Scotl| and
to accept the Protestant Reformation. And the work they did | ed
directly to the rise of Puritanism-- an attenpt of carnal m nds
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to satisfy the commandnents of God (especially the FOURTH one)
W THOUT actual repentance and obedi ence

But in the nmeantime, God's people continued to exist on the
mai nl and of Europe al so. And great things were transpiring, for
Jesus Christ was protecting and GUI DI NG and HELPI NG Hi s Church

Art of Printing Invented

About 1450, Christ caused the art of printing by novable
type to be developed in Gernmany. It was not accidental that the
fanmous Gutenberg Bi bl e was one of the first books to be printed.
Fromthere, printing spread to Holl and, England and all over
Eur ope, wherever God's people were found.

The first edition of the Bible in the vernacul ar of the
peopl e was the German translation of 1466. Between this first
edition and 1518 (the time of Luther) 14 editions of the Bible in
German and 4 in Dutch were printed. O hers appeared i n Engl and,
Bohem a, Italy and other countries. One of these Gernan Bibles
printed in 1483 -- a GENERATION before Luther -- is in the
Anbassador Col | ege Library.

The New Testanment of this first edition (1466) is
denonstrably derived directly fromthe Wil densi an version. Later
Bapti sts and Mennonites preferred the \Wal densian version to the
LUTHERAN for a century.

Clearly the inmpulse to spread the Wrd of God did not
originate in Protestanti smwhich began in 1517!

Al efforts by the established religion to prevent the Wrd
of God fromreaching the people failed. Confiscation and burning
of Bibles was practiced freely -- but to no avail

An attenpt was made to renove the source of "heresy" by
buyi ng up and destroying the conplete output of an edition
printed in Holland and inported into England. As m ght have been
expected, the presses only ran the faster on a new and | arger
edition. The nore of the bishop's noney they received, the harder
the printers worked. Two Bi bl es appeared where only one had been
bef or e.

Jesus Christ had begun to supply the neans by which His
Church could -- and ultimately WOULD -- reach all the world with
H s gospel. Now not only could the Bible be PRINTED and
MULTI PLI ED, but it could al so be EXPLAINED -- by neans of the
printed word.

But the spiritual strength of God's Church at that tinme was
at such a low ebb that it was UNABLE to fully exploit these new
possibilities!

1. Did the One who becane Jesus Christ reveal H nself even
in the Ad Testament as the Source which repl eni shes the
SPIRI TUAL strength of H's people, in addition to giving them
PHYSI CAL hel p? Il Chron. 14:11; Psalns 27:1; 28:7; 68:35; I|sa.
40: 29, 31.

2. And did Jesus Christ, who BULT H's Church, prom se He
would be with H's Church to the end so it could ultinmately reach
the whole world with His nmessage? Matt. 28:19-20. Notice
especially the last part of verse 20.

3. But what caused the strength of God's people to fail? See
the principle in Psal m31:10. Iniquity -- lack of TOTAL obedi ence
-- caused converted King David to | ose his physical strength. And
| ack of total obedience caused the Church of God in the late
M ddl e Ages to beconme powerless (see Lesson 51).

Church Tried by Fire -- and Found Wanti ng!



Transl ations of the Bible were available. Printing was
possi ble. There was a great Wrk to be done. But there was no
strength in God's Church to performit.

1. What did Daniel prophesy would be the fate of God's
peopl e, especially during the later Mddl e Ages? Dan. 11:33.
"Sword, flame, and captivity (inprisonnent)” were LI TERALLY
fulfilled in those tines.

2. Did Daniel also foresee that in the mdst of these
dangers God would give them™"a little hel p"? Dan. 11:34. But what
was the spiritual condition of many of those who supposed they
were Christians? Sanme verse

COMMENT: Mbst were NOT really converted. Many neant well,
but |l acked the Holy Spirit. \Wen real danger drew near, many
recant ed.

PHOTO THE BOOK THEY COULDN T DESTROY! -- (left) Two vol unes of
the Latin "Gutenberg Bible" -- the first printed Bible. (Lower
left) Edition of 1483 in vernacul ar German, fromthe Anbassador
Col | ege rare book collection, opened to the book of Jonah --
God' s nessage taken to the Assyrians. Large letters at the

begi nni ng of each chapter are in red and blue. (Below) The sane
vol ume shown cl osed. Note the heavy board cover, sturdily bound
in leather and brass. Half-inch brass |egs support it while |lying
open. (Upper right) Burning of Tyndal e's Testanents at St

Paul 's, London. The authorities took vigorous neasures to stop
the inmportation of Tyndale's Testanment into England. Thousands of
copi es were discovered in various hiding places in London, and
burned with solem cerenony. It was called "A burnt offering nost
pl easing to Almghty God." But the printing presses kept printing
nmore and nore! (Lower right) Erasnus, one of the greatest of
Catholic scholars, lived in the tine of Luther. He edited from
all the Greek texts he could lay his hands on, and gave to
translators a conparatively accurate text of the Geek New
Testanment. He relentlessly criticized the Catholic Church
especially the "unholy nmen in holy orders."

3. Was it necessary even for SOVE of the FAITHFUL to be
martyred? Dan. 11:35. Why? WAs it because EVEN THEY needed to be
made perfect? Same verse

COMVMVENT: An account of events in Bohemia will illustrate the
spiritual condition of nost of God's people in the 15th century.

The witings and i deas of Wcliffe, having been carried
early to Bohem a, provided the inspiration for John Huss --
sonetinmes called the "forerunner of Luther." After Huss was
burned in 1415, there resulted a series of wars in which al
Bohem a seenmed in active political rebellion against the Catholic
power .

In the mdst of this, those known as Wal denses or Picards
(fromPicardy in France) fled fromcity to city or into other
regions to avoid being forced into mlitary service. Mdst seemto
have gathered in Austria.

The Wl denses decl ared they had | awful bi shops and a | awf ul
uni nterrupted succession fromthe apostles anong them They did
not publicly use the TITLE of bishop because of the
"anti-Christian msuse” to which the word had been put by
Catholics, but called their mnisters sinply ELDERS

In the aftermath of the Hussite wars, a group of people who
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saw the errors of Huss and of the Catholic Church separated from
the Catholic Church and in 1467 sent emissaries to these

Wl densi ans in Austria. (Bishop Conmenius, quoted in Faber

"Anci ent Val |l enses and Al bi genses”. See also Armtage, "H story
of Baptists", p. 319, and the Schaff-Herzog Religi ous

Encycl opedia, article "Bohem an Brethren.")

The two groups recogni zed each other as "brethren.”

Yet so SPIRI TUALLY DEAD were the Wl denses, that they woul d
not give up their illicit union with the Catholic Church! (See
the story of this "fornication" in Lesson 51.) In the interchange
of letters which foll owed, the Bohem ans reproached the \Wal denses
for frequenting the Pope's churches, and for too much zeal in
heapi ng up noney for use in times of persecution

Many Wal denses did finally join these people as a result of
further persecution which drove themto Bohem a and Moravia. Many
peri shed of privation and cold. The renmai nder were scattered
towar d Brandenburg and Transyl vani a.

The Bohem an brethren divided. The | arger part adopted a
nodi fied, easier religion, nore acceptable to the world. They
denied they were Picards -- the remant of God's Church. The
smal l er, nore religious group soon di sappeared from public view.
(Lut zow, "Bohem a: an Historical Sketch".)

Sabbat h Keepers Throughout Europe

Everywhere at this time, the traces of the True Church
reveal its shattered condition

Records of the Catholic Church in NORWAY nmention obstinate
keepers of the Sabbath at Bergen and at Osl o about 1435 (Andrews,
"Hi story of the Sabbath"). Apparently these people followed the
famliar pattern of sitting anong the Sunday congregations at
Mass, but privately keeping the true Sabbath (and no doubt ot her
true doctrines).

We hear of themagain -- still continuing the same practice
-- over a hundred years later. The Catholic Church in Norway had
by then becone Lut heran

Alittle known Sabbat h-keepi ng group existed in Russia from
about 1470 to 1503. It was crushed with great cruelty by the
government and church, many being burned in cages (Jew sh
Encycl opedi a, article "Judaizing Heresy").

In Luther's day, at |east one Sabbath keeper was executed
(A.D. 1529) in EAST FRI ESLAND.

About the sane tinme, books were published i n FRANCE
def endi ng the Sabbath (Bel cher, "Religious Denominations in the
United States", page 228).

About 1530, of three groups of people in MORAVI A who
bapti zed adults only (therefore called "anabaptists"), one group
al so kept the Sabbath (Armitage, "Hi story of Baptists").

Erasnus, fanous Catholic scholar in the time of the
Protestant Reformation, speaks of Sabbath keepers in Boheni a.
They were the sane people known as Picards, and were descendants
of the Wal denses (Lewis, "A Critical History of the Sabbath and
Sunday", pp. 317, 318).

Even in FI NLAND, where the Swedish King Gustav Vasa | rul ed
and introduced the Lutheran Reformation, the common people were
per suaded t he HARD TI MES whi ch had conme on themwere for "NOT
OBSERVI NG THE SEVENTH DAY CALLED SATURDAY." A letter fromthe
king in 1554 ordered themto "forsake this way leading to
damati on at once"!

VWhat was the source of this seventh-day teaching?
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Anj ou' s "Swedi sh Church Hi story" speaks of an "antichurch
party."” It was a separate NON CATHOLI C, NON- LUTHERAN GROUP whi ch
taught the truth!

"Entirely distinct fromthis antichurch party of Sabbath
keepers, " says Anjou, "were THE REST WHO KEPT SATURDAY holy,
abstaining fromall work on it, but who DI D NOT SEPARATE
THEMBELVES FROM THE (Lut heran) CHURCH." These were observi ng Mass
and the Sabbath too! They were follow ng the practice the
WALDENSES had begun 300 years beforel

Thi s nom nal Sabbath keeping was not finally stanped out
until the beginning of the Thirty Years' War in 1618.

Many "suffered death rather than deny their faith. It was
very common for these | TI NERANT PREACHERS, who proclainmed the
sacredness of Saturday, to connect their teachings with visions
and revel ations, JUST AS THEY DI D I N NORWAY" (Daae in "Theol.
Tidsshrift.", 1871).

Did you catch that? It was the SAME Sabbat h- keepi ng CHURCH
t hr oughout Scandi navia! But it was involved in spiritua
fornication -- illicit relationships with Satan's established
chur ches.

End of 1260 Years of Persecution

1. Did Daniel also prophesy that the Papacy -- the "little
horn" -- would be allowed to "WEAR QUT the saints"? Dan. 7:8, 21
25.

COMMENT: The Wl denses were conpletely "worn out." Wen
Lut her appeared, only a few scattered Sabbath keepers remnai ned.
Even those people not in God's Church and known only as
"anabaptists" (re-baptizers) were weary with persecution, and
ready to surrender conpletely to the Roman Catholic Church

The "anabaptists” had very little truth, but clung
stubbornly to the I DEA of adult "FAITH baptisni (though often by
SPRI NKLI NG or POURING . Anong themwere still to be found many of
the traditions of the Cathars -- heretics who associated with
God' s people. Hearing of Luther's success, they canme out openly
for their beliefs, but when Luther absolutely demanded they give
up even their rebaptizing of adults, MANY COWPLI ED

The rest found Rone was not the only persecutor. Mre people
were martyred after the success of Luther, Zwingli and Cal vin
than ever before. Worst of all in their persecution of
Anabaptists were the Cal vinists.

The sixteenth century was a tinme of great intol erance and
cruelty. And this was especially true for about two generations
followi ng the Protestant Reformation. One did not have to be
RI GHT, but only to DIFFER, to be martyred.

2. HONLONG did Daniel say that it would take to "wear out
the saints"? Dan. 7:25.

PHOTG RU NS OF ANCI ENT PELLA -- On this barren hill, nodern
archaeol ogi sts are excavating ancient Pella. It was here,

overl ooking the fruitful Jordan Valley with Northern Pal estine
beyond, that the True Church first found refuge when forced to
fl ee Jerusal em about 69 AD. But the flight to Pella was only a
type of a much greater flight from persecution later on -- into
the "wi |l derness” in which the Church remained for 1260 | ong
years.
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COMMENT: A "tine and tinmes and the dividing of tinme" is
three and a half tines, or 3 1/2 years, as we |learned in previous
| essons. Computing a year for each day in 3 1/2 years, we arrive
at a period of 1260 years.

3. And how |l ong was the True Church to exist in "the

wi | derness” -- that is, away fromnmain centers of civilization?
Rev. 12:6.

COWMENT: The True Church which Jesus built was reduced until
it was PRACTI CALLY nonexi stent -- all but dead -- at the end of

this 1260-year period of persecution. But it could NEVER die, for
Christ had said "the gates of hell (the grave) SHALL NOT PREVAI L
against it" (Matt. 16:18).

Do not confuse this period of 1260 years of flight from
Satan's anger with another 1260-year period -- A D. 554 to 1814
-- during which revivals of the old Ronan Enpire were dom nated
by the Papacy (Rev. 13:5).

Wl denses, Cathars and others during the Mddle Ages were in
unani nous agreenent in stating the time when God's True Church
first becanme an outcast and fled to the wilderness. They BEGAN I T
W TH THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN EMPERCR CONSTANTI NE AND POPE
SYLVESTER. There is no mstaking this tine.

From Constantine's decree in 325 A.D. and the consequent
initiation of persecution on non-Catholics, 1260 years brings us
to the tinme i mediately foll owi ng 1585.

Did you notice, in the section on scattered Sabbat h keepers,
how t hey were either conpletely extinct or insignificant about
this tinme?

At this tinme, the hand of God is again clearly seen in
events. The living Jesus Christ noved to make it POSSIBLE for Hi s
Church to CROWAGAIN, and for H's Wrk to be done

In 1586-87, conviction and execution for conspiracy of Mary,
Queen of Scots, renoved for the last tine the threat to
Protestant Britain of a renewal of Catholic dom nation by way of
the throne. There were other Catholic nmonarchs later, but they
had no opportunity to restore Catholic power. The people sinmply
would not allowit.

In the followi ng year, as the supposed "invincible" Spanish
Armada approached Britain to attack, it was utterly overwhel ned
by a great stormat sea -- a mraculous intervention in the
weat her!

And what a miracle it was! In that day, it was on the lips
of every Englishman and even on those of continentals that this
COULD NOT HAVE BEEN OTHER t han a GREAT M RACLE from God! Not only
was Engl and enabled to remain POLI TI CALLY free, she was
encouraged to stay non-Catholic!

The magni tude of this defeat made Europe's strongest
Cat hol i c power second-rate. |SRAELITE Britain was now SUPREVE
and in the political and noral climate of a freedoml ovi ng,
Protestant Britain, God' s Wrk could agai n devel op!

Christ's Church would YET use the power of the printing
press!

But just as at the beginning of the 1260 years it had taken
the True Church a few years to be conpletely renoved and
re-established el sewhere, now it took the Church that had been
brought down to al nost nothing a few years to revive and again
beconme significant. Meanwhile, Jesus Christ took special steps TO
INSURE that Hi s Church on the Continent would continue.

The Church of Thyatira Continues
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Shortly after the mddle of the 16th century, new i deas of
religious freedomfrom Switzerl and, Gernmany and Bohenmia came into
Transyl vani a (Western Ronani a today, then part of Hungary). Here
an ex-Catholic priest named Francis David joined successively the
Lut herans (1540), Calvinists (1559) and Unitarians (Polish
Anabaptists). He founded in 1566 the first Unitarian congregation
in Transylvania. (They were "anti-Trinitarians," unlike
Unitarians of today.)

Continual study led himto ever nore understandi ng. He was
soon branded by his co-religionists as an unscrupul ous i nnovat or
Provi ng unnoveabl e in his convictions, he was condemmed and
i nprisoned in 1578, and died the follow ng year

After David' s death, a few of his flock refused to give up
what |ight they had received.

Meanwhi | e, Christ had struck down and called to H s service
a rich Hungarian (Szekl er) noble. Andreas EO6ssi turned to the
study of the Bible as a result of a |ong sickness, and the deaths
of his wife and all his sons. Though he had no know edge of
Hebrew, he found the truth clearly revealed in the Bible. Wl
versed in church history, he dismssed as folly the idea that one
could learn religion only at one of the recognized theol ogi ca
institutions.

In the year 1588, he began to | ead a group of the people who
fornmerly listened to Francis David. Under his direction they
began to live by every word of God and put into practice the
whol e Bible, the Ad Testanent as well as the New. The history of
t hese people may be found in the book "Sabbatarians in
Transyl vani a" by Sanuel Kohn

They saw the Bi bl e enjoined the keeping of the true weekly
Sabbath on the 7th day. They recognized in it a type of the
future state of "spiritual marriage"” when the Church woul d be
married to Christ. They rejoiced each Sabbath adorni ng thensel ves
for it in their best attire.

They knew the 7th day typified that great tinme of rejoicing
in which they -- Gentiles -- could be a part of the "bride of
Christ,” ruling with Hmin the seventh thousand years.

They al so kept all the ANNUAL Sabbat hs or Holy Days. They
kept the true Passover wi th unl eavened bread, understanding it
was the continuation of the Add Testanment Passover, but now in
REMEMBRANCE OF t he Redeener who died for the sins of all mankind.

Their civil New Year was the Feast of Trunpets.

The so-called "Christian" festivals -- Christnmas, Easter
etc., they declared were the inventions of popes! They rejected
the "baptisni of such "Christians,”" and even nade a distinction
bet ween cl ean and uncl ean neats.

They understood that they, being Gentiles, and in part
descended of the famly of Japheth by flesh birth (nost were
Hungari an), had becone a part of spiritual Israel and sons of
Abr aham (see Eph. 2:12-20 and Gal. 3:29).

Most inmportant of all, they incul cated the noral conduct
enphasi zed by Jesus Christ -- love for God and man, noderation in
all things, respect for authority, honor to those in civil
offices, etc.

About 1600, they conpiled -- and printed -- a hymm book of
110 paraphrases of Psal ns and ot her poetical passages of the
Bi ble. Forty-four relate to the Sabbath, 5 to the new noon, 11 to
Passover and the Days of Unl eavened Bread, 6 to Pentecost, 3 to
the Festival of Trunpets, 1 to the Day of Atonenent, and 6 to the
Festival of Tabernacles.
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New Efforts to Wear Qut the Saints

The nunber of co-workers in Transylvania increased rapidly.
Most, however, continued to assenble with one of the four
est abl i shed denomi nations of the country. They held their own
nmeetings in secret, usually keeping the Sabbaths in the privacy
of their own hones.

And no wonder! For new persecutions were continually being
devi sed against their property, their liberty and their lives. A
| aw was passed for the suppression of Sabbatarians in 1595. A
new, usurping prince in 1600 ordered them puni shed and their
property confiscated. At that time many of their books and
witings were seized and burned. A sinilar regul ation was
propounded in 1607. (Notice an amazing pattern of 7 (1588-1595)
and 12 (1588-1600) in the years beginning with E6ssi's
| eader shi p!)

VWhen Edssi di ed, about 1600, his adopted son, a highly
educat ed Hungari an named Si non Péchi, becane | eader of the
Sabbat h keepers. Péchi, |ike many others, passed as a Unitarian
and a "Christian," even holding several inportant public offices.
But in 1618, a Unitarian synod formally exconmuni cated al
Sabbat h keepers, while the prince proposed a new | aw agai nst
them In the same year the Thirty Years' War began. Being at that
ti me Chancell or of Transyl vania, Péchi was forced to acconpany
the prince and his arny in 1619 to war in Austria.

This was the turning point -- and the end of another 19-year
cycle -- in the history of these people.

One cannot be both a part of this world and a true Christian
at the sane tine!

Péchi was suddenly seized and inprisoned for 3 1/2 years and
afterward placed in retirement! Meanwhile there was a great
i nflux of Sephardic Jews into Transylvania (where there had been
NO Jews before). Sabbath keepers and Jews began to draw cl oser
toget her, Péchi hinself taking a lead in this association after
1629.

During the last part of this 19-year cycle, Sabbatarians in
Transyl vani a stood at the height of their secul ar influence.
Péchi was agai n highly honored and agai n stood high in government
circles.

But the SPIRI TUAL condition of the Church did not recover.

A new, severe |law issued against it in 1635 remai ned
i noperative for three years. Then suddenly in 1638 a conmi ssion
representing the four recogni zed religi ons sutmmoned many of the
Sabbat h keepers before it and sentenced themto loss of life and
goods. Péchi hinsel f was condemmed, inprisoned, but l|ater freed,
havi ng taken an oath to renounce the Sabbat h!

Fromthis tinme on, Sabbath keepers in Transylvania survived
only in secret. Some of their descendants were again persecuted
nearly a hundred years later. The | ast record of them brings us
to the beginning of the twentieth century. It is repeatedly true
that nom nal but spiritually dead professors of religion continue
to exist long after every spark of spiritual |life has been
guenched.

In the course of tinme, nost of themenigrated, and sone
becane outright Jews. One story is that Péchi hinself fled with a
nunber of his followers to Ml davia and Constanti nopl e.

Is it significant that many "Unitarians” fleeing from
adj oi ning Poland in the same period nmade their way to HOLLAND? It
was just across the channel from Holland that God's
Sabbat h- keepi ng Church in Engl and was al ready reviving. But nore
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about this in Lesson 53.
(To Be Conti nued)

PHOTO. SYMBOLS OF THE THYATI RA ERA -- One of the nany abandoned
Wl densi an farmhouses in the uplands of the Cottian Al ps
graphically reveals the condition of God's Church at the end of
1260 years of persecution and hiding. At right, sheep in the
upper Lucerne Valley synbolize God's Church in this Al pine

"wi |l derness” during the Thyatira Era. It was a "little flock."
Wth the sheep are the goats -- representing the "fringers" and
"hangers-on" who "cleaved to themwith flatteries,"” usually

out nunbering the "sheep."

ANSVEERS TO YOUR QUESTI ONS
Anot her "Presbyter John"?

Q "How can you be sure that the Apostle John wote the
books of John and Revel ation? Wasn't there another John in Asia
M nor who wote them about 100 A.D.?" -- E K, Wsconsin

A: The nodern "higher critics" assume that the witer of
John's Epistles and the book of Revelation was a certain
"presbyter John" who is supposed to have |ived i n Ephesus about
A. D. 100. They point to the opening verses of both Il John and
[1l John as supposed "proof" for this unfounded theory. John does
call hinmself an "elder” ("presbyter” in Geek). O course! Al of
CGod's ministers are elders. The Apostle Peter was an el der (I
Peter 5:1).

But notice the inmredi ate proof that this El der John was the
same as the Apostle John. Turn to I John and read verse 1 of
chapter 1. John plainly says that H'S eyes have seen and H S
hands have handl ed Jesus Christ in the flesh. This could only
have occurred while Jesus wal ked the earth as a man and while he
was teaching and training his disciples -- one of whom becane the
Apost | e John

The fal se theory about another John began with Di onysius of
Al exandria, a "church father” whose influence extended fromA. D
231 to 264. By denying that the Apostle was the witer of the
book of Revel ation, he hoped to do away with a doctrine he didn't
like -- the truth that Jesus Christ and his saints will rule on
earth for 1000 years (Rev. 20:4).

Di onysius deliberately m sread a statenment nmade by Papi as,
anot her of the "church fathers." Papias tells us how eager he was
to hear what "the presbyters” Andrew, Peter, Philip, Thonas,
James, John and Matthew had "said" (past tense) and what Aristion
and the presbyter John (who were still alive) "were saying."

Noti ce how Papias is careful to distinguish Aristion from
the "presbyters” -- all apostles in this case -- whom he
obvi ously regarded as of higher rank. And one of those apostles
-- John, the presbyter -- was still alive when Papias originally
wote his conments.

Despite the careful clarity of Papias, D onysius insisted
t hat Papi as spoke of two Johns, one the apostle, the other "the
presbyter." Eusebius (about 270 to 340) adopted the view of
Di onysius, and for the sane reason -- dislike of the truth taught
by the book of Revel ation.

A Large Thyatira Church?
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Q "Lesson 51 states the nunber of Wl denses increased
rapidly after a headquarters was established in Northern Italy.
How big did the Church grow during the Thyatira Era?" -- E. A B.,
Pasadena, California

A: There are no records of the nunber of truly converted
peopl e there were during the Thyatira Era. But we know the True
Church was always to remain snmall conpared to the great
organi zations of this world. It was to be a "little flock" (Luke
12:32; Matt. 7:14).

In the fourteenth century it is said there were as many as
80, 000 V&l denses in the Austrian Enpire. Another statenent
sonmetines made -- that there were 800,000 Wal denses in all Europe
-- is a msreading of a Waldensian's own conment that it was
possible to travel 800 mles and stop every night at the honme of
a synpat hi zer.

In the history of God's Church it has been repeatedly true
that "many shall cleave to themw th flatteries"” (Dan. 11:34).
The Thyatira Era was no exception. Partly because MANY were
di ssatisfied with the degradati on and oppression of the
est abl i shed church, a | arge nunber of friends and others who
synpat hi zed with God's true people were found in every country
where God's people went. But THEY were not the Church, even
t hough the world regarded themall as \Wal denses!

Most of them were, at best, only co-workers -- perhaps
sincere, but unconverted -- who had never given thensel ves
conpl etely and unreservedly to Cod.

Now notice what this situation led to. It "prepared the way
for the transformation of his (Waldo's) follow ng (those who
cleaved with fatteries) into a sect or antichurch, a tendency
al ready present in 1184. Under the pressure of persecution even
the "friends' felt thenselves sectaries, and becane increasingly
merged with the main body (or better said, the small flock) of
Wl denses” (fromthe Schaff-Herzog RELI G QUS ENCYCLOPEDI A,
article "Wal denses”). They then began to join THEMSELVES
toget her, rather than being all united through the Holy Spirit.

These peopl e were not thensel ves the True Church, though the
True Church was AMONG t hem

That is why they began so soon to conpromise with error, and
to commt "spiritual fornication."



