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"And the gospel nust first be published
anong all nations" Mark 13:10.

About Qur Cover

Anmbassador Col | ege Press personnel operate newy installed
Hall ey All er webfed nagazi ne press. This giant machi ne, which
prints THE PLAIN TRUTH, is a REVOLUTI ONARY | MPROVEMENT over the
Qut enberg Press (pictured on the cover of Lesson 52) which
printed the Bible in the 1450's. Mdern four-color web-fed
presses can now print in a few hours what it once took nonths --
even YEARS -- to print! Up-to-date press facilities, and the
latest in radio and tel evision studio equi pnment, enable CGod's
Wrk to proclaimChrist's nessage worl dwi de with AWESOVE PONER!

REACHI NG THE WORLD W TH POWER!

Jesus said Hs Church would never die (Matt. 16:18). But
what happened to God's Church after the Thyatira Era? Where, and
under what circunstances, did Christ CONTINUE H s Church? This
concl udi ng I esson on the history of the true Church of Cod
reveals the exciting details. It gives the story thread up to the
present, showi ng WHERE God i s working today -- and WHY!

THE history of God's Church is utterly DI FFERENT from what
nost peopl e believe.

And it is TOTALLY DI FFERENT fromthe history of this world's
churches. Its history stands revealed in the first three chapters
of Revel ati on.

The one True Church began with Jesus Christ and the
di sciples He specially chose and trained to carry on the work He
began. Through all ages -- in every generation -- that Church has
continued to exist. Each era of the Church of God has continued
until, and led up to, a succeeding era.

Today, we are in the "Philadel phia" Era of God's Church. It
continues to carry on the Work of God -- reaching the world with
GREATER PONER THAN EVER BEFORE!

From Age to Age

Let's turn back, for a nonent, the pages of history. How did
the Church Jesus built come to be where it is today?

Here is what we find: The Ephesian Era lost its "first |ove"
(Rev. 2:4). It ceased to actively carry God's truth to the world.
It went to sleep spiritually (Matt. 25:5). Jesus Christ therefore
REMOVED its "candl estick,” and continued Hs Wirk through the
"Ebi onites"” or "poor people" of the Snmyrna Era, who were rich in
faith.

There were Smyrna Era Christians -- nostly Greeks -- in
western Asia M nor (the Roman province of Asia). And there were
others -- nmostly Jews -- in the nmountains and plain of inner
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Syria. History shows that many Christians of this era were
persecuted to deat h.

Yet centuries later the Church of God was still in
exi stence! Some of the congregations of God's Church had m grated
eastward. They becane the original "Paulicians" (descendants of
t hose congregations raised up by the apostle Paul) in Pontus
(Armmeni a), of the Perganps Era.

Still later, the Paulicians were forced into Europe. It was
as a direct result of their evangelization of parts of Italy,
France and Germany that the work of the Thyatira Era was raised
up. There Jesus Christ inspired and enpowered such nmen as Peter
of Bruys, Henry, Peter Wal do and others who had received God's
truth fromthis sane source. These true Christians, as well as
many who nmerely SYMPATH ZED with them were called "Wal densi ans™
by the worl d.

Appr oachi ng Modern Ti nes

Most of the LATER Wl densians -- during the |ong Thyatira
Era -- were not converted. These people nerely synpathized with
the truth. They were not willing to give their very lives for it
VWhen the goi ng got rough, they dropped away fromwhat truth they
had received, often neglecting the Sabbath and condoni ng the
partaki ng of Mass.

Now to refresh our nmenories as we begin this final |esson on
true church history. Recall that it was prophesied, hundreds of
years before Christ, that the nunber of true Christians in the
M ddl e Ages woul d be reduced al nost to the vani shing point --
that the "little horn" (the papacy) would "wear out the saints"
(Dan. 7:25).

From such a background -- where the truth of God was about
to perish (Rev. 3:2) and only a very few were converted nenbers
of the true Church -- Jesus Christ raised up a new era of CGod's
Church. It was in England that He chose to raise up the "Sardis"
Era. But, sadly, the lack of real spirituality continued to
pernmeate this era of the one true Church of God.

LESSON 53
Character of the Sardis Era

1. Does Christ verify that the "Sardis" Era began at this
time when H s truth was in danger of being conpletely forgotten?
Rev. 3:2. Wre these people exhorted to GET BUSY ( BECOVE
wat chful , or "wake up" -- according to the original Geek) and
" STRENGTHEN t he things which remain, that are READY TO DI E'? Sane
ver se.

COMMENT: Much was | acking in the doctrine and practice they
received fromthe latter end of the Thyatira Era. Proper
organi zati on and governnment in the Church were in great need of
strengt hening. And they desperately needed a school for the
training of a qualified mnistry.

2. What does Jesus Christ say is the outstanding
characteristic of the "Sardis" Era of Hi s Church? Rev. 3:1.

COMMENT: Sardis had a "nane" (a position or office) as one
of the seven LIVING eras of God's Church, but was, according to
the inspired original Geek, as if DEADI O all the seven
churches, Christ has the least to say to Sardis. For there were
only a very FEWin the Sardis Era who had not DEFILED their
garnments, spiritually speaking (verse 4).

Significantly, the site of the ancient city of Sardis is
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conpl etely deserted today. Nomad Turki sh herders pitch their
tents near a place they call Sart. Its DEAD condition synbolizes
the spiritual condition of the Sardis Era of the Church of GCod!

How t he Sardi s Era Began

About 1585, alnpbst imediately after the end of her 1260
years in the wlderness, God's Church began to revive -- this
time in Engl and.

In the reign of Elizabeth (1558-1603), states Chanbers
Encycl opedia, article "Sabbath," "many conscientious and
i ndependent thinkers" advocated the seventh day. Mst of them
al t hough they saw the truth about the Sabbath, were not really
converted in heart and m nd

A "great disputation" about the Sabbath arose. Ch yes, they
could argue for the Sabbath, but would they fully surrender to
t he government of God?

Sabbat h keepers now comonly canme into historical view
Books were published urging the keeping of the seventh day.

One of those not satisfied with Puritan SUNDAY observance
was a stentorian-voiced mnister named John Traske. Traske al so
understood the truth concerning uncl ean neats. He ordai ned four
evangel i sts about 1616, whose | abors resulted in the conversion
of many.

Because of these things, Traske was censured in the Star
Chanber, set on the pillory, publicly whipped and then
i nprisoned. Three years later, having witten and published a
recantation -- "a brief and silly treatise" -- he obtained his
rel ease, and "afterwards rel apsed, not into the same, but other
opi nions rather hunmorous than hurtful" (Cox's "Literature of the
Sabbath Question", Vol. I, p. 157). Hs wife died in prison after
havi ng been confined about 15 years for holding fast to the
Sabbat h.

Anot her who shared Traske's belief in keeping the Sabbath
was Theophil us Brabourne, a former Puritan mnister in Norfolk
(where many Anabaptists from Holland had migrated). He published
books in 1628 and 1632 advocating the true Sabbath. O him Cox
says, "(He) MAY BE REGARDED AS THE FOUNDER | N ENGLAND of the sect
at first known as Sabbatarians, but now calling thensel ves
Seventh Day Baptists.” (As we shall soon see, they then CALLED
THEMBELVES t he Church of God. And only later did a majority
organi ze thensel ves as Seventh Day Baptists, while a snal
mnority continued as the Church of God.)

Cox continues, "TH S SECT AROSE I N GERMANY IN THE 16TH
CENTURY." He neans they had been anong those the world | oosely
cal l ed Anabapti sts, anong whom were Sabbat h keepers such as those
i n Bohem a (nentioned by Erasmus) and el sewhere.

Later, official pressure was brought to bear on Brabourne.
He "becanme a convert, conform ng hinself quietly (though
tenporarily) to the Church of England. H S FOLLOAERS, HOAEVER
DI D NOT ALL ACCOVPANY H M BACK TO ORTHODOXY" (Vol. 1, p. 220;
Vol . 2, p. 6).

About this tine Philip Tandy, a mnister of the established
church in the north of England, saw the truth concerning the
Sabbath and the true node of baptism and abandoned that church

Anot her book in defense of the Sabbath was witten by James
Cckford, and published about 1642. His enemies called himan
Anabaptist. At this time, those who CALLED THEMSELVES THE CHURCH
OF GOD were comonly and "falsely called Anabaptists” (Underhill
"I'n Confession of Faith and O her Public Docunents", quoted in "A
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H story of the True Church", by Dugger and Dodd, pages 242, 246).

Many ot hers throughout the 1600's and 1700's al so wote and
publ i shed wor ks expoundi ng and defending Biblical truth, in
particul ar the commandnent to keep God's Sabbath. God's Church
was beginning to use Christ's gift of the printing press, though
still not with the zeal which was needed.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: ANCI ENT SARDIS -- Part of the ruins of ancient
Sardis. The two | one colums seemto synbolize the truth of
Jesus' statenent: "Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which
have not defiled their garnents ..." (Rev. 3:4).

The Church of God in Engl and

Not much is known of the congregations and | ocal nenbers of
the true Church during the first decades of the 1600's. A vei
necessarily hung over the activities of God' s people, because it
was still illegal for themto hold Sabbath nmeetings for worship
and preachi ng.

Al was not easy for these people of God. At |east two
m ni sters were MARTYRED for preaching and conducting religious
services outside the established church ("The Seventh Day
Baptists in Europe and Anmerica", p. 78).

We know t hat one of the London churches goes back at | east
to the time of Traske and the four evangelists whom he ordai ned.
Evidence is that this "MII Yard" congregation dates from 1607,
or even the 1580's. Positive evidence is extant for the existence
of several other congregations in the 1650's.

By 1668, there were in England "nine or ten congregations
besi des nunerous scattered believers in other places." So wote
t he fanous seventh-day mnister, Edward Stennett, to Rhode Island
menbers not yet organized into a local church. Stennett addressed
t he Rhode |sland nenbers as "the remmant in Rhode Island who keep
t he conmandnents of CGod and the testinonies of Jesus" -- see Rev.
12: 17 (Cox, "Literature of the Sabbath Question", page 267).

The fanous Stennett family, which provided nmnisters for the
Church of God in England for four generations, is one exanple of
the fact that Jesus Christ often works through FAMLIES. Chri st
al so used nore than one nmenber of several other famlies to
proclaimH s Wrd in this era. Anong them were the Banpfield
brothers -- Francis and Thonas -- about 1675. Both of themwote
and published books on the Sabbath, creation, the Law of Cod,
etc.

In Francis Banpfield s book, pages 28, 58-60, the nane of
the Church is "THE CHURCH OF GOD' (Dugger and Dodd, "A History of
the True Church", p. 241).

Francis Banpfield was driven fromhis Church of Engl and
pastoral e in Devonshire by the 1662 Act of Conformty. Mich of
his remaining life was spent in various jails. He raised up a
smal | Sabbat h- keepi ng congregation within the walls of Dorchester

jail. Wen rel eased, he began to hold neetings in London in his
own hired house -- much like the Apostle Paul did in Acts
28:30-31 -- and then organi zed a congregation that continued over

a hundred years. \Wen seized again, he soon died in prison
Edward Stennett then becane the pastor of this church

A Prophetic Warning
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1. What did Christ exhort His people in the Sardis Era to
remenber? Rev. 3:3.

COMMENT: They were told to renmenber HOWNthey had received
the truth. They received it fromthose in the preceding Thyatira

Era who HAD HELD FAST (Rev. 2:25) to the death! -- NOT fromthose
who had fallen away fromthe truth. Yet, through fear of
persecution -- in England and later also in America -- many of

God' s people continued to fellowship with those who had fallen
away, and even with sone of the churches of this world!

Many of the successors of the Wl densi ans had now becone
Puritans within the established Church of England. Ohers,
out side that church, had becone Baptists. Sone of the mnisters
of the early Sardis Era of God's Church -- as already nentioned
-- maintained fellowship with these peopl e.

Jesus Christ was CONCERNED about the inevitable result of
this relationship with the world that sone of H's people
mai nt ai ned. They allowed -- even encouraged -- the circul ation of
nmore and nore fal se doctrine anmong Hi s people, causing nore to
fall away!

"What shall we say," wote Dr. Peter Chanberlen, graduate of
Canbri dge University and pastor of a Sabbat h- keepi ng
congregation, "of those that take away of those TEN WORDS (t he
Ten Conmandnents), or those that make themvoid (particularly the
fourth one) and teach nen so? Nay, they dare give the lie to (the
Eternal ), and make Jesus Christ not only a breaker of the |aw,
but the very author of sin in others, also causing themto break
them Hath not THE LI TTLE HORN pl ayed his part lustily in this,
and worn out the saints of the Most High, so that THEY BECQOVE
LI TTLE HORN MEN ALSO " ("The Seventh Day Baptists in Europe and
America", page 1264, enphasis ours.)

And havi ng becone "little horn nen," THEY -- like the
prophesied "little horn" -- joined in PERSECUTI NG God's Church

2. Did Christ command Hi s "Sardi s" people to repent? Rev.

3: 3.

COMMENT: The Sardis Era of God's Church shoul d have profited
by the experiences of -- and Christ's nmessages to -- the Thyatira
and Perganos Eras of the Church before them They should not have
tolerated the unconverted and unbelievers in their mdst!

However, CGod's people throughout the Sardis Era felt they
nmust al ways "have love" for those of differing opinions. They
even invited themright into their neetings and asked themto

speak! They did not realize that condoni ng fal sehood -- which
does harmboth to the believer and the hearer -- is NEVER show ng
real |ove

That fal se concept is one of the primary reasons why the
Sardis Church is "dead."

3. Did the Apostle Paul make it very plain that condoning
evil in the Church is NOT "showing |love"? Read | Cor. 5:1-13.
VWhat is the inevitable result of such practice? Verse 6. Did
Christ warn the "Sardis" people that their ways would eventual |y
| eave them conpl etely UNprepared for H s second com ng? Rev. 3:3.
That happened!

The Bitter Fruit of Neglect

Consi der, for exanple, the further history of the
congregati on founded by Francis Banpfield.

For many years anot her separate seventh-day congregation
also met in the same hall. One church net in the norning, the
other in the afternoon. Through the years -- and several changes
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of nmeeting place -- the two congregations continued to use the
same hall. They differed on the question of "Calvinism" ("The
Seventh Day Baptists in Europe and America", page 65).

For lack of qualified mnisters, services were often
conducted by the mnisters of other churches. During one period,
four DI FFERENT Baptist mnisters preached to the afternoon
congregation. Simlar instances seemto have occurred in the
nmorni ng church as well. Gadually the two congregations merged

The | eaven of error was by now firmy entrenched in the
Sardis Era of the Church of God.

Later, this "conbi ned" congregation nerged again -- this
time with the so-called "MII Yard church.” Significantly, in the
M 11 Yard church building, also, there had been separate norning
and afternoon services with separate mnisters since 1754. And
M 11 Yard church records of that very year contain the earliest
extant nention in England of a group known as "a congregation of
Protestants dissenting fromthe Church of England, comonly
cal |l ed SEVENTH DAY BAPTI STS" ("The Seventh Day Baptists in Europe
and Anmerica", page 42, enphasis ours).

That there were two separate groups of seventh-day churches
in England during this time is also indicated by the fact that
mnisters were often required to be re-ordained to conme from one
Sabbat h- keepi ng congregation to another (ibid., page xxiv).

By the later 1700's, these people had so adopted Protestant
vi ewpoi nts that they began to ELECT their ministers, instead of
relying on Jesus Christ to select them And sone of these
m ni sters -- even seventh-day believers thenselves -- had | ong
pastored "first-day" congregations on SUNDAY, as well as
congregati ons of the Church of God on the Sabbath! (Bel cher
"Rel i gious Denom nations in the United States", pages 232, 235,
238.)

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Locati on of Sabbat h-keepi ng congregations in
Engl and founded by 1730.

The natural result was an alnost total |ack of feeding the
flock of God, or promulgating His truth. No wonder Christ calls
the Sardis Era "DEAD', for the Church was sound asl eep
spiritually!

1. What did God's people need in order to STRENGITHEN
t hensel ves and that which remai ned? Eph. 3:16. Al so see Zech
4:6, last part.

COMMENT: Those in the Sardis Era needed nore of God's Holy
Spirit to strengthen them But they neglected the gift of CGod.
Error continued to weaken them "Wth the eighteenth century,
their zeal vanished" (Andrews, "A History of the Sabbath", p.
733). The cause? Being willing to remain in fellowship with fal se
churches (p. 734).

Sabbat h keepers were never very nunerous in England. By
about 1800, they had becone al npbst extinct again. As no "7th-day”
pastor could be found in Europe, the three remnaining English
congregations inported an Anerican. He led themto limted
prosperity again, but no |onger as the Church of God. They now
cal l ed thensel ves Sevent h-day Bapti sts.

But before these early congregations were conpletely
swal l owed up in the Seventh Day Bapti st denom nation, Jesus
Christ had caused Hi s Church -- the Church of God -- to be
established in Anerica.



The Sardis Church in Anerica

Al nost as early as | ocal congregations are known to have
exi sted in England, the Church of God in the Sardis Era spread to
Aneri ca.

In 1664, Stephen Munford was sent fromthe "Bell Lane"
Church of God in London, England, to Newport, Rhode Island. For a
whil e he associated with the nenbers of a Sunday Baptist church
and persuaded several of themto enbrace his views. After seven
years, a seventh-day congregati on of seven menbers was raised up
fromthese people. They identified it as (a part of) The CHURCH
OF GOD (" Seventh-day Baptist Menorial", p. 36, Vol. 1).

The Church in Rhode I|sland becane the MOTHER CHURCH i n the
United States. It grewslowy for about 30 years. Then in 1708,

t he enl arged and geographi cally w despread Newport congregation
was officially constituted into two congregations.

The "Westerly" or "Hopki nton" congregation retained the
original records -- being recognized as the | eading or
HEADQUARTERS | ocat i on.

The reason for this transfer is nost interesting. Previous
to this time, the "Westerly" or "Hopkinton" site had become the
regul ar nmeeting place for "a YEARLY MEETING' of menbers from al
over! It was at such a neeting -- on Septenber 28 (G egorian
cal endar) -- that the decision was nmade to establish the new
congregation. Details are lacking, but it is highly significant
that this date falls during the Feast of Tabernacl es of that
year!

PHOTO CAPTI ON: Location of earliest Sabbath-keepi ng congregations
in Arerica founded by 1745.

The earliest of these annual neetings of which we now have
record had been held in late May, 1684. O her annual neeting
dates consistently fell either during the fall Holy Day season or
near Pentecost ("The Seventh Day Baptists in Europe and Anerica"
pages 127, 150-152, 174, 602, 614). None of these neetings cane
at Christrmas, Easter, or even in mdsumer! This was not nere
chance. God's people were, at least in part, attenpting to foll ow
the pattern of the Holy Days He had ordai ned.

In the nmeantine, a nunber of other congregati ons of Sabbath
keepers had been forned -- nostly of new converts and immgrants
from Engl and. And though they recogni zed their relationship to
t he nmot her church in Rhode Island, distance nmade it necessary for
the brethren in New Jersey, Connecticut and Pennsylvania to
gather in annual neetings in their own areas. These assenblies
often sent greetings to each other by letters and del egates. At
these tinmes, "the Sabbath, with its general communi on, was i ndeed
an H GH DAY" ("The Seventh Day Baptists in Europe and America”

p. 151, enphasis ours).

It was not until much later that the MAJORITY accepted the

Protestant idea that God's Holy Days had been done away.

The NAME of the Church
One of the nost inportant |ocal congregations was founded at

Pi scat away, New Jersey, in 1705. The record of its foundi ng uses
the nane "the Church of God." The connection of this name and
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this local congregation with the Rhode I|Island headquarters is

al so clearly denonstrated by the fact that its mnister was sent
to Westerly for ordination ("Seventh-day Baptist Menorial", Vol.
2, No. 3, p. 121).

At Shrewsbury, New Jersey, also, the record plainly speaks
of "the Church of God dwelling at Shrewsbury" ("Seventh-day
Baptist Menorial", p. 160, vol. 2, No. 4; Randol ph, "A Hi story of
the Seventh Day Baptists in West Virginia", pages 19-20).

At the sanme tinme, the Church was also called "the Church of
Christ" (see Romans 16:16 for a Biblical usage of this name) or
sinmply the Church at Hopki nton, or Newport, or Shrewsbury, etc.
Qut si ders sonetinmes spoke of the "Sabbatarian" church of such and
such a place. But none of these was the OFFI Cl AL name. Chri st
shows that H s people should be kept through the Father's nane
(John 17:11). This is why the official nane is "THE CHURCH OF
GD." (Notice also the true nane of God's Church in Acts 20:28;
Cor. 10:32; 11:22; 15:9 and Gal. 1:13).

Enmer gence of Qther Sevent h-Day Congregations in Anerica

1. Were there only "a few nanes” in Sardis who were truly
dedi cat ed, commandnent - keepi ng Christians? Rev. 3:4. Are these
i ndi vidual s' nanes witten in the Lanb's "book of life"? Verse 5.
WIIl those wearing clean, white linen garnents -- a synbol of
ri ght eousness (Rev. 19:8-9) -- be in the first resurrection and
take part in the marriage of the Lanb? See the parable of the
marriage of the King's son in Matthew 22:1-14. Notice especially
verses 11 and 12.

COMMENT: Al during the eighteenth century, many other
Sabbat h- keepi ng congregati ons were being formed in Arerica. But
unfortunately many of the persons in these congregations had NOT
become CONVERTED, nor acquired the habit of prayer and Bible
study. They had nerely accepted the doctrinal "argunent" of the
Sabbat h.

Among them were sone individuals who had "crept in unawares”
-- just as they had in Jude's day (Jude 4) -- for the express
pur pose of drawi ng away converts to their own style of belief.

One of these was an "evangelist"™ who is very inportant
historically in connection with the future devel opment of the
Seventh Day Baptist denomination in Arerica. WIIliam Davis had
studied at Oxford to beconme a clergyman of the Church of Engl and,
but changed his m nd and becanme a Quaker instead. Mgrating to
Pennsyl vani a, he soon fell into disagreement with other Quakers.
He then switched to the Baptists. Soon afterward he accepted the
Sabbat h and founded a sevent h-day church near Phil adel phi a.

M. Davis CAME AMONG t he nenbers of the Newport, Rhode
I sl and, Church of God in 1706 and applied for nmenbership. He was
turned down on the grounds that he held wong doctrines!

Four years later he tried again at Wsterly and was
accepted, subject to approval by the annual neeting. Approval was
finally granted, though sonme still objected. In 1713, he was
aut horized to preach and to baptize.

But had this man becone a true nenber of God's Church? H's
fruits show he had not. He was in trouble with the Church, and
was "in" and "out" of fellowship for the rest of his life. He
twi ce noved to Pennsyl vania and back, lived in Connecticut for a
while, and finally died in the mdst of a settlement of his
followers and children in New Jersey. To the end, he maintai ned
the "rightness"” of his own views and argued with God' s Wrd.

Listen to a bit of this letter he wote, defending hinself
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and accusing the truth. "Now all this enmty against ME anong
sevent h-day nmen arose against ME originally froma noted

sevent h-day man and soul sleeper in this country, who ABOVE
TVENTY YEARS AGO opposed ME about ny principles of | MMORTALITY OF
HUMAN SOULS, and afterward proceeded to differ with ME about ny
faith in Christ and THE TRINITY, who havi ng poi soned several

ot her seventh-day men with the nortal and atheistical notion, and
set them agai nst ME, he secretly conveyed this drench (enmty or
accusation) agai nst ME OVER TO WESTERLY to the persons

bef orenamed, ('old" M. O arke, Joseph Crandall, Thomas Hi scox --
the elders and pillars of the Church of God in Rhode Island),
who, COWPLYING WTH HIM IN THEI R JUDGVENTS (doctrines) in the
Socinian and Anti-Trinitarian error, drank it greedily DOM
BEFORE | CAME AMONG THEM ..." ("Seventh-day Baptist Menorial",
Vol . 2, No. 3, pages 101-108, enphasis ours).

Noti ce how he continually accuses his opponents of being
"against” HM at the sanme tine tacitly admtting it was really
his fal se doctrines they were against -- doctrines which were
totally at variance to the truth the Church had I ong held "before
(he) cane anong them™

In ater years, a host of his descendants and followers were
to be found in New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania and West
Virginia. And this was how it canme to be that as early as 1776
some Sabbath keepers began to take part in war (Randol ph, "A
H story of the Seventh Day Baptists in West Virginia", pages 45
and 450) and believed in a Trinity and an inmortal soul. They
call ed those anong them who knew the truth "soul sleepers”
(referring to their disbelief of the false doctrine of the
imortality of the human "soul ").

By 1800, these and other Protestant doctrines were preval ent
i n the Sabbat h- keepi ng congregati ons. Many began to try to
ORGANI ZE, so that at first seven or eight, and later a majority
of the congregations united to forma denom nation. This group
officially adopted the nane "Seventh Day Baptist” in 1818.

Ten or twelve congregations -- in the Pennsylvania to Rhode
Island area alone -- would not at first affiliate with this
denom nation of nmen. Even as late as 1828, only 16 to 20
congregati ons were being represented at the Seventh Day Bapti st
Conf erence neetings, while they spoke di sparagingly of other --
"fanatical and unworthy" -- Sabbath keepers ("The Seventh Day
Baptists in Europe and Anmerica", pages 153, 175).

As always, the FEWhad refused to go al ong, and had remai ned
faithful to the nanme and doctrine of the Church of God!

Next -- the "Adventist"” Mvenent

About a generation later a great novenent began anong the
Sunday churches. Basing their hope on WlliamMIller's fal se
interpretation of Daniel's prophecy of the "2300 days" (Dan.
8:14), many began to expect the return of Jesus Christ to earth
in the year 1844. They becane known as Adventists (from "advent,"
meani ng COM NG ARRIVAL). (Be sure to wite for a copy of our
free article explaining the true nmeaning of the "2300 days.")

PHOTO CAPTI ON: The original home of the Shrewsbury, New Jersey
Church of CGod as it appeared in 1903 after considerable
alteration. God's Church sold the building in 1789. Afterward, a
Met hodi st group turned it to face the east (rather than the
north) and added the steeple. Notice that as it originally stood,
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there were no pagan crosses, sun synbols, steeples or odd-shaped
doors or wi ndows. (See Randol ph, pp. 35-36.)

VWhen Adventi st expectations for 1844 proved to be an
illusion, the Adventists split into a nunber of differing groups
according to their various doctrinal backgrounds. The npst
i mportant group, refusing to adnmt that they had been w ong about
the date, accepted the idea that God's throne in heaven had been
in need of "cleansing" at that tine!

A Seventh Day Baptist wonman in New Hanpshire called the
Sabbath to the attention of sone of these Adventists in 1844. But
it was not until about 2 years after their great disappointnment
that the seventh day was w dely publicized anmong them The group
as a whol e then accepted the Sabbat h.

But they did not join the Seventh Day Baptists. Instead they
began to assenble with the remant of the Church of God with whom
they had cone into contact. This is shown by the fact that they
GAVE UP their forner belief in a Trinity, an inmortal soul, etc.
-- doctrines in which the Seventh Day Baptists al so believed. And
they began to call thenselves by the Biblical nane, The Church of
God. Their first songbook was dedicated to The Church of Cod.
Some of them were active in publishing a periodical in the nane
of The Church of Cod.

Those Adventists were never spiritually a part of the Church
of God, however. They had only associated thensel ves with God's
Church for a season. Later, the majority of them began follow ng
a wonman whom sone consi dered a prophetess. In 1854, they began to
set a price on and to sell their religious literature -- even
though Christ tells His true mnisters to "FREELY give" (Matt.
10:8). In 1860 they rejected the name "The Church of God" and
officially adopted the nane of Seventh Day Adventists. As before,
a few faithful nmenbers -- but only the few -- of the Church of
God did not go al ong.

1. Were sone of the Adventist doctrines prophesied for the
"latter times"? | Tim 4:1, 3. Note particularly the one
forbidding the eating of neats.

COMMENT: Every one of the points prophesied here was not
necessarily fulfilled at the sane tine or in a single group of
m sl ed people. But each of these points HAS been fulfilled in one
group or another which departed fromthe truth in the last few
centuries.

2. Does the Bible say these people were bei ng deceived by
DEMONS? Sane verse.

COMMENT: The early history of this novenent clearly reveals
the kind of spirit behind it. In its early days the supernatura
power of denmons was mani fest. For exanple, in Norway and Sweden,
children -- too young to have yet experienced true conversion --
were influenced to preach and spread the church's doctrines. Sone
of themwere no nore than 6 or 8 years old (E G Wiite, "The
Great Controversy", p. 366).

The New Test anent Church which Jesus built NEVER HAD CH LD
M NI STERS! They were al ways nen mature enough to have been
taught, trained, tried and tested. God's mnisters are all ELDERS
-- not "children" (see Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5).

3. BEven in Ad Testanment tines, did God's mnisters -- the
Levitical priests -- have to be mature nen? Num 4:2-3, 22-23,
29-30, etc. Also Num 8:24. How old was Jesus Hinself when He
began H s m nistry? Luke 3:23.

COMMENT: Notice how one of those poor, deluded, m sused
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children | ater described his experiences: "Preached! Yes | HAD to
preach. | had no devising in the matter. A power canme upon ne,
and | uttered what | was COWPELLED by that power to utter."

Anot her, who was 15 years ol d when these events occurred,
rel ated: "As soon as we were SEIZED by this heavenly power, we
began to speak to the people, and to proclaimwith a | oud voice
that the judgment hour had cone" (Enma Howel | Cooper, "The G eat
Advent Movenent", pages 22-23, enphasis ours).

4. But now COVPARE! Wien GOD uses a human being as Hi s
spokesman, is the spirit of God in that speaker SUBJECT TO THE
MAN S CONTROL? | Cor. 14:29-32, 37.

COMMENT: God's Spirit LEADS (Rom 8:14), but it does not
COVPEL or FORCE one to do anything. The power which SEI ZES and
conpletely controls a human being is DEMONIC! (See Mark 9: 20,
22.)

A Remant Renmi ns Fai t hf ul

Recall that only a FEWremained faithful in the Sardis Era
of the Church of God (Rev. 3:4).

VWhen the Adventists organi zed thensel ves as a denoni nation
in 1860, only a few-- nostly in the states of Chio, |owa and
M ssouri -- did not go along. The printing plant and the nagazi ne
fornerly published in the name of The Church of God were taken
over by the Adventists. But a group of the faithful in 1861 began
t he publication of a new nonthly paper called "The Remmant of
Israel™, later changed to the "Sabbath Advocate", and finally the
"Bi bl e Advocate".

Soon these people, greatly influenced by the Protestants
around them again began to organize thenselves into a genera
conference and various state conferences. See Mead' s "Handbook of
Denominations in the United States", article "Church of God
(Seventh Day)." Through the remai nder of the century their
nunbers slowy increased, though they still remained relatively
few

Certain strong fam lies provided the Church of God a tenuous
continuity. These cane to be located mainly in Mssouri, lahoma
and Oregon. SOMVE of themretained a know edge of God's Holy Days
and the identity of nodern Israel

During the same period, Church of God mnisters began
m ssionary-1like work in Mexico, Chile, Argentina, the
Phili ppines, etc. A few thousand of their converts and/or their
descendants remain throughout Latin Arerica to this day.

Spani sh-speaki ng congregations in Chile and Argenti na kept the
Holy Days continuously fromtheir beginning in the 1890's until
the mddle of the twentieth century.

But for 70 years after the departure of the Adventists, the
Church in the United States renmained spiritually powerl ess.

The Church Spiritually DEAD

1. Did Christ find the Sardis Era lacking in spiritua
wor ks? Rev. 3:2.

COMMENT: A characteristic of the nodern remmants of the
Sardis Era of Christ's Church is the lack of true spirituality.

AS a whole, this era of the Church of God did not "remenber
HOW it had received the truth fromearlier Christians who were
FAI THFUL even to death by fire. Nor did it, |ike those, "hold
fast™ what truth it had. It did not enphasize repentance (verse
3). It did not "watch" (verse 2; Matt. 25:13).
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During those last 70 years, only a few individuals really
repented and strengthened the truth that was ready to perish in
their mdst. Most of their ministers, instead of vyielding
t hensel ves to be used by God, tried to carry on a work by their
own human power. At the end of the era, many of themwere only
seeking an income for thenselves. They were not diligently
seeking to serve God.

These m nisters had rejected God's government, having | ost
t he know edge of HOW CHRI ST GOVERNS Hi s Church. They absorbed the
PROTESTANT | DEA of denocracy applied to church government -- wth
its acconpanyi ng divisions, controversies and sel fishness.

The result of rejecting Christ's direction was increasing
doctrinal deviation and |ack of true conversion anpong the
menbers. These were the people M. Herbert W Arnstrong came in
contact with in 1927.

The Begi nni ng of Today's Era of God's Church

M. Armstrong had been very successful in business as a
younger man. But three tinmes God had swept his business away in
order to hunble him Then God called and converted him

Si x nonths before his conversion, an elderly woman who was a
menber of the "Sardis" Church in Oregon introduced Ms. Arnstrong
to the truth about God's Sabbath. Ms. Arnmstrong gl adly accepted
this truth because God had opened her mind. But M. Arnstrong was
anyt hi ng but pleased. He was worried about what their friends
woul d t hi nk!

M. Arnmstrong was challenged to study the Bible for the
first time in his life. He tried to disprove this seem ngly
"crazy, wacky" notion that his wife had accepted. |Instead, he
found the Sabbath absolutely proven to be the day God conmands us
to keep holy today.

He came to the conclusion that if the Bible be true, the
Sabbat h MUST be kept on the seventh day. That led to proving the
exi stence of Cod, and that the Bible is indeed Hs Wrd. He
studi ed each question intensively, fromall angles. That initial
i ntensive study | asted six nonths.

I mredi ately M. Arnstrong began to search for the one true
church which he knew nust exist. Sonewhere there had to be the
church Jesus Christ said He would build (Matt. 16:18). These
Church of God people in Oregon SEEMED TO HAVE THE TRUTH - -
certainly they were the closest of any. But sonething was w ong.
They were spiritually DEAD

Consequently, M. Arnstrong never "joined" their
organi zation. But he began to fellowship with the people. He was
asked to speak to them and was finally ordai ned by the O egon
Conference of the Church of God in June, 1931

1. Is the gift of the Holy Spirit prom sed to those who have
truly repented? Acts 2:38. And is one of the functions of the
Holy Spirit to |lead and guide Christ's Church into all TRUTH?
John 16: 13.

COMMENT: As soon as M. Armstrong was baptized, the fruits
of the Holy Spirit began to be manifest in his life. He continued
to study and prove all things, as we are instructed to do in |
Thessal oni ans 5:21. As he studied, nuch of the truth which the
Sardis Church had allowed to perish began to be brought to his
attention by God's Spirit. Inmediately he began to expound this
know edge to the remmant of God's people in the state of O egon

God revealed the true identity of the nodern House of |srael
to M. Arnstrong. He also came to see that God's ANNUAL Festivals
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were comuanded to be kept today ALONG W TH t he weekly Sabbath. He
began to understand their neaning. But it was SEVEN YEARS before
any others in Oregon kept God's ANNUAL Sabbaths with M. and Ms.
Ar st r ong.

End of the Sardis Era

By 1933, it was obvious to many that voting their own
| eaders into office was not God's way, and that it had led only
to confusion. In an effort to strengthen the hands of MEN at the
top, it was decided to REORGAN ZE t he Church. Governnent of the
Church was to be placed in the hands of "twelve to | ook after the
spiritual affairs of the church, and seven to take charge of the
financi al business, and also the seventy to go forth two by two
in giving the warning message for the hour" (Dugger and Dodd, "A
H story of the True Church", p. 299).

A reorgani zation neeting was scheduled to be held in Sal em
West Virginia. The date -- Novenber 4, 1933. An appeal was nade
to the "lot" (in an attenpt to follow the singular case in Acts
1:23-26) to choose from anong the nanes presented. Prior to the
nmeeting, a call for prayer had been sent to God's peopl e around
the world "that God woul d again choose nen to |l ead Hi s Church as
in the former tine."

God ANSWERED t hat prayer! But NOT in the way they expected!

As the hands of the clock neared high noon on that fatefu
Sabbat h day, the drawi ng of nanes for the "seventy el ders”
reached nunber FORTY. The fortieth name was "El der Herbert
Armstrong of Oregon" ("The Bi bl e Advocate", Nov. 6, 1933, page
5).

No one knew it then, least of all M. Arnmstrong, who was not
present at the neeting, but JESUS CHRI ST HAD MADE H S CHO CE - -
with the nunber forty -- of a man to REVIVE His Wrk in the end
time. Forty signifies the conpletion of testing. Now the time of
trial and test for the Sardis Church had run out. And as with
anci ent Bel shazzar, the Sardis Era of God's Church had been
"wei ghed in the bal ance and found wanting" (Dan. 5: 27).

The reorgani zation by nen in 1933 was never to be a success.
In just a few years that Church had permanently disintegrated
into several ineffective fragments, neglecting nmuch of God's
truth.

1. As aresult of neglecting to "watch," is the |ast
generation of the Sardis Era going to be surprised when Jesus
Christ SUDDENLY returns? Rev. 3:3.

2. Are VEE TODAY told to learn from Christ's nessage to
"Sardis," and fromthe sad experiences of this era? Rev. 3:6.

COMMENT: There are inportant SPIRI TUAL LESSONS to be derived
fromall of these things. So diligently study this | esson and al
scripture references to see HONthese spiritual |essons apply to
you personal ly.

Christ Opens a "Door™"

The world did not notice the Sardis Era of God's Church
because it did not proclaimthe gospel with PONER. It did not
exploit the possibilities opened to it by the devel opnent of
printing. The great nultiplication and distribution of printed
Bi bl es, though it occurred during this era, was not acconplished
by the Church of God, but by various Bible societies.

Christ sawto it that the Wrd of God was MADE AVAI LABLE to
the world. But it REMAINED for Hi s Church to MAKE THAT WORD
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UNDERSTOOD! For this purpose He now raised up a special Wrk in
H s Church.

At the critical noment when the Church of God in the Sardis
Era was breaking up, the living Jesus Christ separated a nere
handf ul of people in Oegon to begin the present "Phil adel phia"
Era of Hs Church (Rev. 3:7-12). He began to USE M. Herbert W
Armstrong, and the small group He had called to assist as
co-workers, to reach the world with the good news of the coning
Ki ngdom of Cod.

1. Did Christ promise to set an "open door" before the
Church in the Phil adel phia Era? Rev. 3:8.

COMMENT: The "door"™ nentioned here is an opportunity to
di ssem nate Christ's gospel (see | Cor. 16:9; Col. 4:3).

Christ opened the "door"™ of RADI O to the Phil adel phia Era of
H s Church. Since the first Sunday in January, 1934, THE WORLD
TOMORROW br oadcast has never missed a week on the air. And now
t he message goes out also on television -- an even GREATER
"door."

This Church Era has "(only) a little strength" of itself
(Rev. 3:8), but it is MAGNIFIED greatly through the nodern
"doors" of radio, television and the printing press -- and nost
i nportant of all, through the PONER of the HOLY SPIRIT!

2. Does Revelation 3:8 inply that some people actually want
to SHUT the "door™ Christ has opened to the "Phil adel phia"
Church? But will they be able? Sane verse. In the end, will even
t he "synagogue of Satan,"” which has persecuted and killed God's
servants through the ages, have to bow at the feet of the
"Phi | adel phi a" Church? Verse 9.

COMMENT: The history of the Phil adel phia Era need not be
covered IN DETAIL in this lesson, as it is readily available in
frequent articles in THE PLAIN TRUTH magazi ne and in our other
free literature.

The Era of "Brotherly Love"

PHI LADELPHI A neans "brotherly |ove" or "those who |ove their
fell owmen as brothers." It expresses the characteristic which is
the nmotivating zeal of the Phil adel phia Era of God's Church. The
Church shows | ove to mankind by carrying out God's comm ssion --
that of warning the world of the inpending destruction that hangs
over it. It is revealing HOWJesus Christ will soon rescue
humanity from cosnoci de and teach man the way of peace, happiness
and prosperity. The goal of the "Philadel phia" Church is the
ultimate sal vation of all manki nd!

1. Has this Church "not denied" Christ's NAME (including H s
nature, character, personality and power), and KEPT -- that is,
both believed and PRACTICED -- Hs Wrd? Rev. 3:8.

2. |Is "Phil adel phia" prom sed a SPECI AL reward? Rev. 3:12.

COMMENT: It is significant that the ancient Anatolian city
of Phil adel phia still lives today, unlike dead Sardis. Its
Tur ki sh name, ALLAH SHAIR, indicates the destiny of the Church it
portrays. Translated it nmeans "the CITY OF GOD"!

3. WIIl the overcomers of the Phil adel phia Era be "PILLARS"
in the tenple of God in New Jerusal en? Sane verse

COMMENT: The two pillars in front of Solonobn's tenple --
Jachin and Boaz (I Kings 7:21) -- represented STABILITY and
STRENGTH. And as Peter, James and John stood out as "pillars”
anong the congregation in 49 A D. (Gl 2:9), the Church of the
Phi | adel phia Era is to stand out EVEN MORE in time to cone!

4. |Is the "Phil adel phia" Church pronised a place of safety
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for her faithful service and obedi ence? Rev. 3:10 and 12: 14.

COMMENT: As the ancient city of Phil adel phia has been kept
fromdestruction to this very day, so will the "Phil adel phia"
Church be preserved fromthe Great Tribulation which Satan will
soon bring upon all the earth.

5. When those in "Phil adel phia" are taken by God to a place
of safety, will another part of God's Church be |eft behind? Rev.
12: 17.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: The Jeans School, west of Eugene, Oregon. Those
converted during the first evangelistic neetings held by M.
Armstrong nmet here on God's Sabbath. They conposed the first
"congregation" of the Philadel phia Era of God's Church

COWENT: The "remmant" left behind will constitute the
seventh and |l ast era of God's Church -- the "Laodi cean" Era --
which will l[ast but a very short tinme.

The Laodi cean Church

Noti ce what has happened, since 69 A.D., to the preaching of
the true nessage of CGod's com ng ki ngdom Instead of proclaimng
t hat nmessage worl dwi de, the Church as a whole went to SLEEP! Only
briefly, as during the days of Peter Waldo, the Church stirred in
her slunber, but did not fully awaken to do the Wrk of God.

The parable in Matthew 25 EXPLAINS this |ong slunber. Turn
to it and read through the first 13 verses. The "virgins"
represent the nmenbers of God's Church through the ages. The
Apostolic Age expected Christ's return nonmentarily (I Thes.
4:15). But when He did not i mediately appear, they grew drowsy,
lost their first love (Rev. 2:4) and went to sleep on the job.

For nearly 1900 years God's Church continued to slunber and
sl eep. Then in 1934, a voice on the radio began to proclai mthat
the intervention of Christ in the affairs of this world is near
(Matt. 25: 6). The Phil adel phia Era of the Church of God began to
zeal ously DO Christ's Wbrk! (Verse 7.)

1. But at the end of the Wirk of "Philadel phia,"” will many
lack a sufficient supply of "oil" (the Holy Spirit)? Matt. 25:8.

2. Are the five unprepared "virgins" told to go and
figuratively BUY a supply of the Holy Spirit? Matt. 25:9. Does
Revel ation 3:17-18 show that the typical Laodi cean al so bel ongs
in this category?

COMMVENT: These nenbers of God's Church can still be born of
CGod if they do as Christ instructs. But they will have to PROVE
their spiritual dedication to God by overcomng in the mdst of
the Geat Tribulation -- very likely through martyrdom Matthew
25:10-12 indicates that SOVE of the end-time "foolish virgins"
will not yet be "ready"” when Christ arrives.

3. In spite of Christ's warning and the constant repetition
of the nessage by the Phil adel phia Wrk over a period of years,
is the spiritual condition of the "Laodi ceans"” just LUKEWARM - -
neither hot nor cold, not really stirred up about overcom ng?
Rev. 3:15.

COMMENT: The name LAODICEA is Greek. It neans "the (self-)
ri ghteous people.” It is significant that the ancient city of
Laodicea lies a great ruin today -- and like Sardis it is
COVWPLETELY DEAD! (It is reconmended at this point that you go
back and revi ew your notes over page 10 of Lesson 44.)
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4. VWHY will the Laodi ceans find thenselves in such a
pitiable state? Rev. 3:17.

COMMENT: They will have been sel f-deceived. They "know not"
that they thensel ves are "the ones pitiable and beggarly and
blind and naked" (according to the original Geek). They THOUGHT
t hey HAD nade proper preparation for the return of Christ. They
will say, "I HAVE BECOMVE rich (physically and spiritually)
and have need of NOTHI NG "

The ancient city of Laodi cea was fanous for its noney
transactions and its soft wool. Laodi cea was al nost a synonym for
soft, luxurious living. Not far fromthe city was a pagan tenple
with a great MEDI CAL school .

Natural |y, Laodi cea produced sone fanobus SKEPTIC
phi | osopher s!

The MODERN "Laodi ceans™ will be products of this MODERN age
of skepticism unbelief, creature conforts, medicine and
perm ssi veness. They are too close to the ways and fal se gods of
this world to get really "shook up" about God's truth until
finally shaken out of their |ukewarmmess by having to suffer in
the Great Tribulation!

5. WIIl Christ be showing LOVE to these people by allow ng
themto suffer so? Rev. 3:19 and Heb. 12:6-11.

COMMENT: The Laodi ceans actually have been begotten of God's
Spirit. Their lanps are lit (Matt. 25:8), but are "going out™
(see margin of your Bible) because the supply of "oil" (the Holy
Spirit) has not been continually repleni shed and i ncreased.

Christ does NOT WANT to cast off these people. Revelation
3:16 should be translated "I AM ABQUT TO spue thee out,” NOT "I
WLL spue thee out." He stands ever ready to receive the
OVERCOMERS -- to give themeternal life and rulership with Hm
(verses 20-21).

6. How might a "Laodicean" recognize his spiritual condition
in advance of the Tribul ation? Luke 6:26. But will the world HATE
whoever is a dedicated believer in, and doer of, God' s Wrk? John
15:19-20. \What el se does Christ say, through the Apostle Paul ? |
Cor. 10:12 and Il Cor. 13:5.

The Work of "Elijah"

1. Did Christ affirmthat "Elijah" must come before H's own
return? Matt. 17:11. Is his job to "restore"? Sanme verse.

COMMENT: Note that Christ is not speaking of the original
Elijah. John the Baptist, who was a type of "Elijah," canme "IN
THE SPIRI T AND PONER of ELIJAH' (Luke 1:17). John the Baptist did
a one-man work. But today God works through the Body of Christ --
t he Church conposed of MANY MEMBERS (Eph. 4:12, 16).

After Christ's ministry on this earth, it was no nore a
single individual that did God's Wrk (through the power of His
Spirit), but the Church -- the BODY of Christ. John the Bapti st,
the "Elijah" of his day (Matt. 17:12-13), was one man. But Chri st
founded God's CHURCH. After Pentecost, 31 A.D., the "body" of
Christ, with various "nenbers" |ike the hands, fingers, toes,
etc. of a human body, did the work that one man used to do.

Today the "body" of Christ -- the entire CHURCH OF GOD,
through its VOCE, its PRAYERS, its TITHES and OFFERINGS and its
various other functions -- is heralding Christ's inmmnent return
(Matt. 25:6).

2. What else will the "Elijah" of our day do? Mal. 4:5-6.

COMMENT: This is being done through the dissem nation of the
know edge of proper child rearing nethods, and the principles
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governing legitimate and happy fam |y rel ationships. And the
hearts of both parents and children are being turned back to the
QACD of their fathers Abraham I|saac and Jacob.

THI S IS WHAT THE " PHI LADELPHI A" ERA OF GOD'S CHURCH IS DA NG
TCDAY!

3. Is this what the original Elijah did? Read | Kings
18: 20- 40.

COMMENT: Elijah RESTORED the true religion which in his day
-- as in the "Sardis" Era -- had been nearly lost, turning the
hearts of the people back to their fathers and their Cod.

4. Had Elijah begun to train young nmen for the work to be
done? Il Kings 4:38.

COMMENT: The expression "sons of the prophets” refers to
young nmen being trained to continue the work of those whom
Jezebel had killed (see I Kings 18:13). Renenber, Jeroboam (1),
king of Israel, had |ong before rejected the Levites from being
priests and teachers. God had to use other nmen in the House of
Israel to do H's Wrk. But they had to be trained!

5. Were there THREE schools for the training of these nen?
Il Kings 4:38 and 2:1-5. And did the students all know when God
was about to take Elijah away and | eave Elisha in charge? 11
Kings 2:3, 5.

COMMENT: It is significant that today the Phil adel phia Era
of God's Church trains students on THREE canpuses! And it is this
Church which will be taken away to a tenporary place of safety
just as Elijah was taken to a place prepared by God. (If you do
not understand where and why Elijah was taken away, send
i medi ately for our free booklet, "Where Are Enoch and Elijah?")

6. What would happen to the earth if it weren't for God's
Church and the work it is doing today? Mal. 4:6. Notice
especially the last part of this verse.

COMMENT: The greatest time of trouble ever is soon to occur
on this earth (Dan. 12:1). And unless God cuts these hellish days
short FOR THE SAKE OF H' S ELECT, there would no flesh be saved
alivel (Matt. 24:22.)

Note that the word translated "curse” in Malachi 4:6 is the
same word used in | Kings 20:42 and Zechariah 14:11. It neans
"conpl ete and TOTAL destruction” -- UTTER ANNI H LATI ON!

Except for the presence and prayers of God's people, this
"present evil world" (Gal. 1:4) WOULD experience "utter
destruction"!

We need to realize just howinportant it is for each of us
to personally overcome and plunge WHOLEHEARTEDLY into God's
present \Work.

At the time of the Flood, ONLY righteous Noah and his famly
escaped "utter destruction.” In the destruction of Sodom ONLY
Lot and his two daughters escaped. BUT had there been as many as
TEN righteous people in that city, God would have SPARED | T ALL!
(Gen. 18:32.)

HOW MUCH of this present world' s popul ation survives the
com ng hol ocaust and lives on into the Wrld Tonorrow depends a
GREAT DEAL on the effectiveness of this present Wirk in reaching
the world with the good news of God's com ng ki ngdom-- and on
t he NUMBER converted during this age who will be available to
teach and serve those who survivel

WE HAVE ONLY A VERY SHORT TI ME LEFT.

Thi nk how much depends on YQU -- on YOUR prayers -- YOUR
efforts -- YOUR tithes and offerings!
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TEST YOUR MEMORY
This quiz is designed to help you renmenber sone of the
i nportant facts you learned in the |lesson. Just circle or
underline each correct answer. Once you've finished, check your
choices with the correct answers on page 15 {below} and rate
yoursel f accordi ngly.

1. The Sardis Era of the Church of God began
A: in Engl and.
B: in Rhode Island.
C. shortly after 1800 A. D.
D: in Germany about 1260 A.D.

2. Which of these did NOT keep God's Sabbat h?
A: John Traske.
B: Theophi | us Brabour ne.
C. Edward Stennett.
Do Aiver Cromel | .

3. The Puritans in Engl and
A: faithfully kept God' s Sabbat h.
B: persecuted true Sabbath keepers.
C. were synpathetic toward the true Church
D: were a part of God's Church

4. The Sardi s people in England

A were nore faithful to the true gospel than the Thyatira
Chur ch.

B: were accounted by Jesus Christ as a dead Church

C. had a great deal of real love for others.

D: increased in nunbers until they becane well known to al
the worl d.

5. By fellowship with the unconverted and nenbers of ot her
churches, "Sardis" congregations

A: brought the truth to additional thousands.

B: becane nore zeal ous.

C. gradually absorbed doctrinal error

D: avoi ded persecution

6. The first congregation of the Church of God in the New Wrld
was in
A: Rhode I sl and.

B: Pl ynmout h Col ony.
C. Virginia.
D: Georgia.

7. God's spiritual Church has always incl uded
A: all churches that observe Hi s Sabbat h.
B: all churches called by the name "The Church of Cod."
C. only I ND VI DUALS who have truly repented and OBEYED Cod
D: nost Protestants.

8. The "Adventi sts”
A: are identified in the Bible as the Laodi cean Church
B: were spiritually a part of God's Church
C. devel oped out of a novenment anong Sunday- observi ng
Pr ot est ant s.
D: were always free of denon influence
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9. M. Herbert W Arnstrong

A: was born into a "Sardis" Church famly.

B: JO NED the "Sardis" Church.

C. was not ordai ned by the Oregon Conference of the Church
of God.

D: was called of God to raise up Hi s "Philadel phia" Church

10. M. Arnstrong

A: could not see that the people in Oregon had nore truth
than any of the Protestant churches.

B: could see that they were splrltually "dead."

C. made no further effort to "prove all things."

D: saw that the annual Sabbaths did not have to be kept.

11. The Sardis Era of CGod's Church
A: followed Christ's form of church governnent.
B: practiced denocracy.
C. was well -organized
D: repented of all error and becane spiritually zeal ous.

12. The "Phil adel phi a" Church
A: began to wal k through the "open door" Christ set before

B: i medi ately becane a | arge body.

C. has nuch strength of itself.

D: is unopposed by enem es w shing to shut the "doors"
Chri st opens.

13. In what year did the Phil adel phia Era of God's Church begin
to herald the return of Christ?

A: 1934,
B: 1844.
C 1914.
D: 1939.

14. Phil adel phi a neans
A: "self-righteous ones.™
B: "those who have no love for their fellowen as brothers.”
C. nothing as far as God's Church is concerned today.
D: "brotherly love."

15. The conmi ssion of the Phil adel phia Church is

A nerely to operate coll eges.

B: to preach the gospel of God's com ng Kingdomto the
entire world as a witness, and to prepare a people to rule in the
wor |l d tonorrow

C. to get manki nd "saved" now.

D: no different fromany other era of God's Church

16. Elijah of ancient Israe
A: did not operate educational institutions.
B: had no trained help to conduct the work of God.
C. caused ennity between fathers and their children
D restored the true religion of God.

17. Who or what is the "Elijah" (Mal. 4:5) prophesied for our
day?

A: The Elijah of ancient |srael

B: John the Bapti st.

C. The BODY of Christ -- God's Church today.
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D: The Sardis Church

18. What woul d happen to mankind were it not for the Wrk and
peopl e of God?

A: Not hi ng.

B: Total annihilation

C. One third of humanity woul d be destroyed.

D: God woul d spare all, though through great tribulation

19. The nodern Laodi ceans

A: are spiritually rich in God' s sight.

B: will be protected in a place of safety during the Geat
Tri bul ati on.

C. believe thensel ves righteous.

D: all awake and repent in time to be spiritually prepared
at Christ's com ng.

20. The Laodi cean Church is
A: synbolized by a dead, ruined site today.
B: is comrended by Jesus Chri st
C. has plenty of the Holy Spirit.
D: is not a product of its environment.

Answers to Qui z:

A 5-C 9-D 13-A 17-C
D 6-A 10-B 14-D 18-B
B 7-C 11-B 15-B 19-C
B 8-

r
1
2
3
4 C 12-A 16-D 20-A

Rat e Yoursel f:
19-20 correct excellent
16-18 correct good
13-15 correct fair



