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Not hi ng intrigues the average person nore than noney --

somet hing nost have too little of -- or so they think. People
| ove noney, crave noney -- even WORSH P noney! M| Ilions have nmade
the acquisition of nore noney their goal in life -- assumng it

will result in true happiness. This | esson exposes the folly of
such reasoning, and shows why mllions in the affluent Western
Wor I d SUFFER from seri ous noney probl ens.

VWHY M LLI ONS ARE | N DEBT

H gh taxes, runaway inflation, and surging DEBT rob nmillions
of peace of mind -- create worry and financial anxiety. But it is
all so needless! This first of a three-part series reveals the
of ten overl ooked and little understood FACTS about FI NANCES - -
explaining WHY mllions are in financial trouble today.

"CHARGE I T!" has becone the favorite phrase of millions in
the Western world. Today's glittering world of luxury is
avail able on credit -- and avail able | MMEDI ATELY. Whatever you
desire can be yours -- right NOW

If you are the average Anerican, Briton or Australian, the
chances are you are HEAD OVER HEELS I N DEBT! You are maki ng
paynments on your home, your furniture, autonobile, your househol d
appl i ances -- maybe even your cl othing.

But -- is it WORTH THE PRI CE?

Fal se Prosperity

Never has there been a richer or nore affluent society than
in the Western nations today. And yet never has there been a tine
when nore people felt afflicted by the |ack or the m suse of
noney.

Today' s generation, unlike past generations, has not been
brought up on the axiomthat debt is a danger, and that to be in
debt carries somewhat of a stigma. In tines past, the concept was
that you saved your nmoney until you could pay cash for what you
bought. But in today's society, the underlying concept is that
you shoul d enj oy TODAY what you hope to pay for TOMORROW

That is, IF YOU are still enployed and ABLE to pay --

t onor r ow

VWhile mllions are heedl essly plungi ng deeper and deeper
into debt, tens of thousands are already hopel essly in debt. They
have over-obligated their inconmes. They sinply can't neet the
paynents anynore.

More than 191, 000 i ndi vidual Americans, and thousands of
busi nesses, filed for bankruptcy in 1967. That's over 500 peopl e
every single day. And triple the figure of ten years ago.
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The grow ng bankruptcy problemis a part of the noral and
spiritual decay of our time. Many don't care if they can't pay!

"So what?" is the attitude of thousands.

"The stigma attached to personal bankruptcy in the past has
all but faded in the mnds of many," says Al fred Hackbarth, of
the National Foundation For Consuner Credit. "THERE IS A
BREAKDOMN | N PERSONAL RESPONSI BI LI TY. "

Such irresponsibility is actually stealing -- defraudi ng and
t aki ng advantage of their creditors who expected themto repay in
full

The Curse of Hi gh Taxes

CGovernnments, too, are spending beyond their nmeans -- and are
ALSO HEADED TOMRD BANKRUPTCY! The sane irresponsi bl e behavior is
di spl ayed i n governnment's sky-high taxes and seem ngly UNLI M TED
debt "limts."” It's a rare occurrence today when any gover nnent
-- be it federal, state or local -- can balance its budget.

Wl fare, poverty prograns, social security and the |ike need
increasingly larger sunms. War and defense spending take up to 50%
of all available income. As a result governnents borrow and
borrow. And tax rates go up and up.

Al ready inheritance taxes take up to 80% of the property
left at death. If you are a mllionaire, your income tax may

approach 50% of your incone -- or even nore in some countries.
And woul d you believe -- a tax that takes MORE THAN ALL!
Such a tax -- 136%in the top bracket -- was proposed by the

British governnment in 1968 on incone frominvestnents in a
desperate attenpt to balance its unw el dy budget.

Now THAT' S a tax!

Governing bodies are diligently seeking NEWforns of
taxation, while you -- the average citizen -- mnust already work
from THREE TO FI VE hours out of eight just to pay the taxes --
many of which are "hidden."

VWHY? Way so rmuch personal debt? Why do governnents often
operate "in the RED'? Why sky-hi gh taxes?

Is there a solution? Wat is the answer?

PHOTO CAPTI ON: New one dollar bills being printed by the United
States Treasury Departnent. Many seemto think that printing nore
nmoney is the solution to national fiscal ills. But wthout gold
backi ng, what will happen to "faith" in Anerican noney when the
economny falters?

Gone the Way of Ronme

We are living in days |like those of ancient Rome. During
t hose days just before "the Fall,"” the typical free-born Roman
was HEAVILY in debt -- and on the brink of bankruptcy. Living
beyond one's neans was the mania of the age.

As noral fiber broke down, nore and nore was dermanded of the
government. So the governnent in return not only exacted a
trenendous toll in taxation, but frequently resorted to outright
confiscation of property. Defense spending in ancient Rone al so
necessi tated enornous taxes.

Inflation skyrocketed. The coi nage was deliberately debased
with substitutes for gold and silver, which becane increasingly
rare.



Sound fam liar? It should.

Since then, nations have tried everything -- EXCEPT THE
ANSVER

Sinmply printing a "wealth" of paper nobney has seened an easy
solution to many governments. But increasing the noney supply
wi t hout addi ng value to back it only spurs "creeping inflation"
to agallop -- with the result that everyone pays MORE, to get
LESS.

The fact is that all "new' ideas of "nonetary gadgetry" only
make bad matters worse. They sinply do not resol ve noney probl ens
-- but only postpone and redouble them They do not attack the
BASI C CAUSES of national fiscal ills. Neither do the ways nost
I NDI VIDUALS try to solve their financial woes.

It's time we faced the financial facts of |ifel!

If we woul d get back to the BASIC LAWS governi ng finances,
we woul d finally UNDERSTAND that nations -- and individuals --
can have sound financial systens ONLY when they do NOT SPEND MORE
than their incones!

But nost peopl e have | GNORED t hese sinple | aws. |ndeed, nost
peopl e woul d be SHOCKED to realize that SPIRI TUAL | aws exi st
whi ch regul ate FISCAL affairs. Yet these living, inexorable
principles would teach us to recognize the right value of noney
-- they would keep us out of debt -- would give us life-1long
financial security.

Most people would | augh if anyone woul d suggest searching
the Scriptures to learn how to be a success at handling noney.

But there is no facet of life that the Bi ble does not touch upon,
and reveal IN PRINCIPLE HONto |ive.

PERSONAL FI NANCES CERTAI NLY ARE | NCLUDED!

Let's begin to understand these overl ooked and
l[ittle-understood financial principles. But first, let's
understand exactly WHY the Israelitish nations possess
unparal l el ed material blessings today -- and why they are about
to LOSE them

LESSON 54
How | srael's Descendants Became Wealt hy

1. Fromwhere was Israel to receive the POANER to get weal th?
Read all of Deuteronomy chapter 8. Notice especially verses 13
and 18.

2. Did God know it would be Israel's tendency to attribute
her accumul ated wealth to her OAN power? Verse 17.

3. Wasn't it because of God's prom se to ABRAHAM and his
DESCENDANTS, that the nations of Israel were to be bl essed
exceedingly? Deut. 9:5 and Gen. 12:1-2; 27:26, 28-29; 28:13-14.

COMMENT: If you haven't already done so, wite for a free
copy of M. Arnmstrong's book, "The United States and British
Commonweal th I n Prophecy”, to | earn exactly who the nodern-day
descendants of ancient Israel really are, and how t hey have
received this prom sed national wealth within the last two
centuries.

4. But is the national wealth God has given us to be taken
away because our nations have served a false god with it? Hos.
2:8-10.

COMMVENT: CQur nations have not realized that our wealth did
not conme as a direct result of QUR industry, QOUR know how, or QOUR
efforts; but because of God's PROM SE to obedi ent Abraham

Consi der for a nonment the fact that the United States and
Great Britain were small anmong the nations of the world up unti
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1803. At that exact time -- conpleting 2520 years during which

I srael's bl essings had been withheld -- Britain and Amrerica began
to possess the "lion's share” of the world' s wealth. London
became the financial capital of the world. The United States
acquired the Louisiana Territory and went on to become the
richest single nation the world had ever known!

O all the gold in the hands of the world's governnents in
Sept ember 1949, the United States actually possessed TWDO THI RDS
-- TVENTY- FCUR BI LLI ON DOLLARS!

But | ook at the picture now

The second World War cost Great Britain an enornous part of
her weal t h.

After the war, Anerica began busily giving away billions to
help the starving mllions of Europe, and to REBU LD their
war-torn countries. In 1947, G eece becanme the first of many
nations to receive U.S. aid in an attenpt to halt the relentless
march of Communi sm And maintaining a fantastic global mlitary
force has cost many MORE billions.

Meanwhi | e, at home, great spending prograns were inaugurated
in both Britain and Arerica. The governnent and citizens alike
took to deficit financing, creating nountainous debts, which in
turn fueled a rising inflation. Inflation, with its spiraling
prices, caused further depletion of US. gold reserves.

PHOTO CAPTI ON: A RARE SIGHT -- Bars of pure gold stored in the
vaults of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York. Shipnents of gold
bullion fromone country to another, or transfer within a bank
fromone vault to another (as in photo), settle foreign accounts
and nake international conmerce possible.

The U S. gold reserve is now LESS than the clainms held
against it by foreign nations. If all creditors were to demand
paynment at once, the U S. would literally go BANKRUPT!

Formerly, the U S. maintained by |aw a gold reserve of at
| east 25% of the total value of its circul ated paper noney. But
in March, 1968, former President Lyndon Johnson had to renove
that gold cover because all gold in excess of that 25% m ni mum
was al ready gone!

Silver, too, has all but disappeared from Anerican coi nage.
Today faith, hope and PAPER stand behi nd Anerican noney.

Meanwhi | e, the national debt has crept inexorably toward 400
billion dollars. This year, the INTEREST on it alone will be
approxi mately equal to the total spent by the United States
government for ALL purposes in all the years up to 1900!

It's about tine our peoples faced the facts and took what
God reveal s about our finances SERI QUSLY!

VWhat Went Wong

Sai d wel | -known econom st, Roger Babson: "The test of a

nation is the growh of its people -- physically, intellectually,
and spiritually. Mney and so-called 'prosperity' are of very
little account ... Babylon, Persia, Geece, Rone, Spain, and

France all had their turn in being the richest in the world.
Instead of saving them their so-called prosperity ruined them
"Money will not save us ..." M. Babson continued, "Only a
sane spiritual revival which CHANGES THE DESI RES OF OQUR PEOCPLE
will save us. We nust be filled with a desire to render service,
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to seek strength rather than security, to PUT CHARACTER AHEAD OF
PROFI TS. "

Since Wrld War 11, the driving anbition of our Western
soci ety has been that of making nore noney and having a GOOD Tl ME
-- to "GET" sonething out of life. W are constantly encouraged
to crave luxuries that were conpl etely unknown a generation or
two ago. W are goaded to conpete, to spend nore than we make, to
do nore than we ought. "You owe it to yourself,” read the subtle
advertisenents. W would be foolish, they taunt, not to buy a
bi gger car, eat at a nore expensive restaurant, or take |onger
and nore costly trips.

Total ly unrecogni zed by its victinms, this well-planned
advertising canpai gn has TURNED THE TRUTH UPSI DE DOMN! Thi s
i nsi di ous comerci al propaganda has nade it seem "backward" or
WRONG, if you don't compete and LUST after as many materi al
possessi ons as someone el se owns.

The enphasis is all on GETTING for the SELF

"If I wanted to destroy a nation,"” wote author John
Stei nbeck to Adlai Stevenson, "I would give it too nuch and
woul d have it on its knees, miserable, CGREEDY and SICK ...." The
present greedy, debt-ridden "keeping up with the Joneses"
attitude is a synptom of QUR SI CK SOCI ETY!

"We can stand anything ... save only plenty ..
St ei nbeck

sai d

The Appeal to Lust and G eed

VWhat's WVRONG with this world' s society?

Just THAT! It is THHS WORLD S -- a system based on the
vanity, jealousy, covetousness, lust and greed of human nature.
This world has not |earned howto rightly use its noney, wealth
and resources.

1. What does the Tenth Commandnment say? Ex. 20:17.

COMMENT: LAWFULLY desiring a wife, a house, a new autonobile
or color TV -- or other material things -- is NOT wong. But when
the desire to possess supercedes all RI GHTFUL and | ogi cal bounds
established by God, it breaks this commandnment. Such desire is
"inordinate" desire, or LUST

2. Is it NATURAL TO COVET? Janes 4:5.

3. Do nations fight and kill because of this natura
attitude of heart? Janmes 4:1-2. Is this world therefore filled
with corruption? Il Peter 1:4, |ast part.

COMMENT: Human nature EQUALS the way of GETTING It's tine
we | ooked at our nature for what it is. Uncontrolled, it leads to
FI NANCI AL RUI N

4. Does this spirit of lusting after things break the First
Commandnent al so? Col. 3:5.

COMMENT: A young African studying in Anerica was intervi ewed
in a sobering article in "The Canadi an Churchman". He said:

"Before | cane to study here, | was a good Christian. |
dreaned soneday of becomi ng a nedical mssionary. Now I'm an
atheist!"

"Why?" asked the shocked interviewer.

"Since comng here," was the reply, "I've discovered that
the white man has two gods. One that he taught us about, and
anot her one to whom he prays. A Presbyterian m ssion schoo
taught me the tribal doctrines of ny ancestors who worshi pped
i mages and believed in witchcraft were wong and al nost
| udi crous. But here you worship larger images -- cars and
el ectrical appliances. | honestly can't see the difference.”
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Surprising? It shouldn't be. But nobst people get so close to
their own sins that they can't see themfor what they are. Qur
so-called "Christian" society is actually based on LUST for nore
and nore material things!

The frenzied effort to conpete with others and "get ahead"
is the source not only of nobst financial problens, but the rea
cause of nuch physical and nmental illness, broken homes and
frustrated |lives

5. Did Isaiah | ong ago prophesy that |Israel, having becone
weal t hy, would have this false kind of "Christianity"? Isa. 2:5,
7-9 and M cah 5:13.

COMMVENT: The Moffatt Transl ation nmakes the | ast verse even
plainer: "I will cut out of you idols and sacred stones -- you
must no | onger WORSHI P t hi ngs you MANUFACTURE" (M cah 5:13).

Your god is what you serve and devote your tine and
attention to

VWhat do Americans -- and nost other people -- worry about
nost ? MONEY and material things, a survey reported. And what
makes them happi est? Money again, and children. (Reported by the
Survey Research Center of the University of M chigan.)

Qur Western society actually WORSH PS noney and the things
it can buy. People think nmoney and material possessions equa
success. "Money is the root of all happiness,"” nost people seem
to believe. Almghty Dollar is king.

This is WORSH P!

6. Qur generation needs to UNDERSTAND t he words of the Son
of God. What did He warn concerni ng covetousness? Luke 12:15.

You Can't STEAL Prosperity!

Keys in your pocket and | ocks on your doors bear witness to
the utter depths of depravity this civilization has sunk to. No
one dares to trust his fell owran

PHOTO CAPTI ON:  PROTECTI ON AGAI NST CUSTOMERS - - Because | osses
fromshoplifting are skyrocketing, many retail stores are
installing closed-circuit tel evision caneras to watch custoners.
PHOTO CAPTI ON: SHOPLI FTER -- In spite of mllions spent for TV
caneras, mrrors and store detectives, shoplifters continue to
steal nerchandi se.

Today there are mrrors, detectives, closed-circuit TV, etc.
i n supermarkets and departnent stores. Why? Because shoplifting
customers are robbing themblind! In return many stores will
cheat you, the consuner, with short weight, inferior and
substitute nerchandi se. O erks sonetines shortchange you at the
cash register, and ticket sellers do it at the gate

Have you ever stopped to consider the ENORMOUS fi nanci al
| oss this involves?

1. Does the Eighth Commandnent forbid stealing? Ex. 20:15.
Do terrific penalties result for breaking this commandnent? Jas.
5:1-3. What is the ultimate SPIRITUAL penalty? | Cor. 6:9-10.

COMMVENT: Few realize how all-inclusive these conmandnents of
CGod really are. If you IND VIDUALLY KEEP t hem you can be
PROTECTED from fi nancial and spiritual penalties.

If you don't have our free booklet "The Ten Commandnents”,
wite for it imrediately and STUDY I T!
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2. How does God view the all-too-common attitude of the
buyer? Prov. 20:14. And the practices of the seller? Verses 10
and 23. Also Prov. 11:1 and Deut. 25:13-16.

COMMENT: Qurs has becone a generation of crooks! It's a sad,
but true indictnent. And it DOESN T PAY OFF!

Di shonest enpl oyees pilfer fromtheir enployers. Businessnen
swi ndl e one another. "That's business."” they say.

Banks | ose nearly twice as much to staff nenbers as to nore
“conventional " bank robbers. Al npst $14, 000, 000 were stolen by
bank enployees in the U S in 1967. And retail EMPLOYEES stea
twi ce as nmuch as shoplifters do

3. What el se does the SPIRITUAL intent of the Eighth
Commandnent include? Deut. 24:14-15 and Lev. 19:13.

COMMENT: The Ei ghth Commandment covers far nore than
outright stealing. It requires giving full value in product, in
| abor, in wages and sal ari es.

It has a message for both capital and |abor. To capital: "a
fair day's wage for a fair day's work." To labor: "a fair day's
work for a fair day's wage."

The enpl oyer who lusts for nore noney than he can earn by
payi ng fair wages is ROBBING his enpl oyees by paying too little,
and/ or by spending too little on inproving working conditions and
safety.

Because enpl oyers formerly demanded nore in production than
they paid in wages, |aborers organized. NOWNthe | abor union's
principle is to get nore in wages than they give in production

The average | aborer -- often m sguided by unscrupul ous union
| eaders -- lusts after nore than he can honestly earn

"In these Disunited States today," said R E. Strain, "every
special interest group -- nurses, social workers, teachers and
col l ege professors, as well as farnmers, truck drivers, machinists
and businessnen -- is hell-bent for building and using collective

power to gain a larger share of the nation's product for its
menbers whil e doing everything possible to reduce their
contributions of time and talent to the creation of anything
needed or desired by other citizens" (Professor of Economcs,
California State Col | ege, Long Beach).

That is STEALING too

Del uded | abor unions seemto think they can GET MORE FOR
NOTHI NG t hr ough organi zed pressure and political trickery.
Instead, they are unwittingly bringing a financial CURSE on
t hensel ves and their nenbers!

3. Should the | aboring man organi ze and fight for his rights
and hi gher wages? Janes 5:1-7, especially verse 7. Al so see Ml
3:5.

COMMVENT: Absol utely NOT! True Christians should wait for God
to solve their problenms with unjust enployers. Even though the
tactics of unioni sm HAVE gai ned hi gher wages over the years,
enpl oyers have sinply raised prices so that today's record wages
actually purchase little nore than the | ower wages of the
preuni on era.

And what is the result of strikes and sl owdowns? Cbviously
LESS IS PRODUCED. So everyone has LESS in the end!

Communi sm Not t he Answer

There are those who will argue that Communi smis the answer
to the fiscal woes of our "Capitalist” society.

1. But do both the Ei ghth and Tenth Commandnents recogni ze
the RIGHT of the individual to ACQU RE and OMN property? Ex.



PHOTO CAPTION: Strikes are part of the vicious cycle of
inflation. Wirkers strike for and get higher wages, only to have
to pay nore when enployers are forced to increase the prices of
t heir goods and servi ces.

COMMENT: In principle, these two Conmandnents actually
FORBID all fornms of Communi sm which basically deny man's right to
private ownership of property. Notice howthis is clearly brought
out in the wording of the Tenth Commandnent: "Thy nei ghbor's ...
thy neighbor's ... his ... his ... his ... his ... thy
nei ghbor's."” This is a seven-fold guarantee guardi ng | NDI VI DUAL,
not communal interests.

The Bi bl e enphatically does NOT teach Conmuni smi

VWi | e advocates of Conmuni sm promi se nore, they are really
interested in getting control of what you al ready possess.

Far from being the ideal econom c system Conmuni sm HAS
proved to be UNWORKABLE! A | ack of incentive pernmeates and vexes
t heir communal progranms, because an individual NEEDS to have
things of his very owmn. God is the greatest "Capitalist” of all
Acquiring and caring for possessions is part of our training for
the tine when we shall inherit and possess the ENTI RE UNl VERSE as
menbers of the God Fam|y! But we nust also | earn NOT TO COVET
what bel ongs to our nei ghbors.

2. Does Acts 5:1-4 prove individual menbers of the early
true Church could and DI D POSSESS property and/or noney?

COMMENT: Some have carelessly cited this passage as biblical
evidence for the principle of Communism Actually it proves just
t he opposite!

Many who becane pioneer menbers of God's Church had cone up
to Jerusalemfroma distance to keep the spring festivals. The
arrival of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost caused themto
stay longer than they had originally planned. This emergency (not
Conmmuni sm) and | ove for one another caused each to treat "THE
THI NGS WHI CH HE POSSESSED " AS | F they were "comon" property. No
one selfishly insisted "lIt's mne." (Read Acts 4:32.) Yet, until
actually turned over as an offering, everything remained his
"own" (Acts 5:4).

Per haps sone may have thought, because "Judas had the bag"
(John 13:29), that Jesus and Hs twel ve disciples practiced
Conmmuni sm Not so! Judas was equivalent to a "club treasurer™
today. As a matter of conveni ence he handl ed expenditures
connected with group activities. Each disciple held his own
property separately -- noney, houses, boats, etc.

Success |I's More Than Money

Did Jesus Christ know the way to true success? He certainly
did!l Christ's life IS the MOST OUTSTANDI NG SUCCESS STORY OF ALL
TI ME

Financially, He mght be conpared to a nmulti-billion
billionaire! Hs wealth is totally beyond conprehensi on. He now
owns and controls all the riches of the entire universe!

But while on earth as a human bei ng, Jesus did not seek for
mat eri al possessions. He put FIRST THINGS FIRST in order to
become a true success. He sought the Kingdom of God and His
ri ght eousness, knowing full well that wealth and possessions



woul d follow (Matt. 6:33).

But the people of this grasping, noney-conscious,
nmoney- hungry worl d think nmoney, and all the material things it
can buy, IS "success."

1. Wihat did Christ inspire King Solonbon to wite about
getting wi sdom AHEAD of gol d? Prov. 16:16; 3:13-15.

2. DCES ACQUI RED W SDOM THEN bri ng ABUNDANCE and honor, with
pl easant ness, peace and happi ness? Prov. 3:16-18.

COMVENT: There is MJCH MORE to success than wealth. And
nmoney can't buy these things. The plain truth of the matter is
that the broad majority of people never nake a fortune, and the
few who do, aren't happy with it! They sinply have never |earned
HOWto ENJOY or APPRECI ATE I T. There is always SOVETH NG M SSI NG

You need to study our free booklet "The Seven Laws of
Success."” It will show you what true success really is, and how
you can achieve it in this life.

Becom ng a True Success

Jesus Christ's teachings revol ved around becom ng a
spiritual success in life. But He al so had sonething to say about
becom ng a MATERI AL success. In H's "sernmon on the nmount” He
expounded t he basic trunk-of-the-tree principle concerning
material wealth. Let's carefully notice what He said.

1. Did Jesus first show the foolishness of storing up wealth
far beyond our actual needs? Matt. 6:109.

COMMENT: How cl early Jesus' words apply to our nodern age of
dog- eat -dog conpetition, hoarding and universal thievery!

2. But where and what kind of treasure should be stored up,
safe fromall thieves and decay? Matt. 6:20.

COMMENT: The treasure Christ is referring to here is godly,
spiritual character. This "wealth" is the same as the true wi sdom
of whi ch Sol onon wote.

But how do we lay up this spiritual treasure? Notice the
double neaning in this verse. If we use our literal, physical
weal th to advance the cause of Christ's coni ng heavenly ki ngdom

where no thieves shall "break through and steal"™ -- when this
whol e worl d order of grasping and greed will have been repl aced
-- THEN we will have SPIRITUAL "treasures" -- spiritual rewards

-- in the com ng Ki ngdom of God!

3. What else did Jesus say in Matt. 6:217

COMMENT: Jesus knew that setting one's heart on anything
physical is WORSH P, and hence | DOLATRY! Setting our hearts on
EARTHLY treasures breaks the First Commandnment. It automatically
makes us suffer. Jesus did not want us to suffer.

Verse 24 explains it further: "No nan can serve two nasters
(rmoney and CGod): for either he will hate the one, and | ove the
other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye
cannot serve (both) God and manmon (noney)."

4. Do we have to be VERY CONCERNED about providing for our
physi cal needs? Read Matthew 6:25-32, noticing especially verses
25 and 31.

COMMENT: Jesus answers in verse 25: "Take no ANXI OQUS t hought
read. That is -- "Don't WORRY, don't be OVERLY concerned about"
your physical life. Food, clothing and shelter certainly are
necessary, but they are not the nost inportant things in life.

Consi der the assurance Christ gives us in verses 26 through
30 and 32. If your heart is in God's Kingdom-- and in H s WORK
preparing the way for that kingdom-- Jesus shows you need not
experi ence material WORRI ES!
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5. What is the summation of the matter? Matt. 6:33.

COMMENT: Yes, "Seek ye FIRST the ki ngdomof God ... and ALL
THESE TH NGS SHALL BE ADDED UNTO YQU. "

A great nmany people parrot Matthew 6:33. But not enough

really understand it -- or practice it. If we are going to claim
CGod's material promses, we will have to truly seek God's Ki ngdom
and obedience to HmFIRST -- not just "kid" ourselves that we

are, while putting themsecond or third or fourth in our tine,
i nterest, study and application

Your heavenly Father knows you have need of physical things.
Just do your part, and He will take care of them ASK accordi ng
to Hs PROM SE, and you WLL receive -- if you keep His
commandnent s and do those things pleasing in His sight (Matt.
7:7; 1 John 3:22; 5:14).

Wiy Laodi ceans Are "Lukewar nt

1. Wien you have put God's Kingdomfirst, and God HAS
bl essed you -- what are you warned NOT to do? Psal ns 62:10, | ast
part.

COMMENT: Don't ever |et abundance turn your heart from Cod.
Al ways KEEP your heart set on CGod's Wrk and H s Ki ngdom But
surely no one would desert a wi nning team-- WULD THEY?

2. Wiy is the Laodicean Era of God's Church pictured as
bei ng "l ukewarm’ toward Christ? Rev. 3:17.

COMMENT: Because they have beconme (conparatively) "rich" in
mat eri al possessi ons, these Laodi ceans therefore foolishly
decei ved thenselves into thinking they are SPIRI TUALLY rich al so!

The attitude of the typical Laodicean will be a by-product
of nodern Western luxury and affluence. Conpared to the average
person of the rest of the world and of past ages, the poorest man
-- especially in the United States -- is really WEALTHY! Modern
af fluence and ease will, to a great extent, be responsible for
t he soon-com ng era of "lukewarm' spiritual zeal. The Laodi ceans
will be overly concerned with MATERI AL prosperity!

Let's really understand this rel ationship between physica
prosperity and spiritual tenperature.

3. Did Jesus say the "DECElI TFULNESS of riches" may sonetines
"CHOKE" those who have heard and believed God's truth? Matt.

13: 22 and Luke 8:14.

COMMENT: Wealth tends to DECEI VE people into relying on IT
-- and can counteract their faith and zeal toward Cod.

4. Does sin FLOURISH in time of prosperity? Deut. 32:15 and
Jer. 5:7-8. What happens to the person who begins to trust in his
weal th? Prov. 11:28.

COMVENT: He will "wither" is how the Revised Standard
Version renders Proverbs 11:28. That is precisely what happens to
t he Laodi ceans. Therefore Christ commands themto "be ZEALOUS ..
and repent" (Rev. 3:19).

But what does being "ZEALQUS' really nmean? The word is
G eek, fromthe root "zeo", neaning "to be HOI," or figuratively,
"to be earnest.”

Jesus Christ Hinself was very zealous -- "on fire" for the
honor of God's Tenple (John 2:14-17). Likew se, He wants al
Christians to be SPIRI TUALLY HOT -- BURNING W TH ZEAL -- NOT
| ukewarm or tepid, NOT indifferent and apatheti c!

5. What does Christ warn those to whom nmuch is given? Luke
12:48. Are we al so warned that the "prosperity” of fools wll
destroy then? Prov. 1:32.

COMMVENT: The Revi sed Standard Version transl ates
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"prosperity" as "conplaisance" -- that is, LUKEWARVNESS.

6. Does Christ exhort us to learn fromwhat He tells the
Laodi ceans? Rev. 3:22.

COMMENT: Affluence can beconme a problemto sonme in the
Phi | adel phia Era of God's Church today -- if they're not carefu
and on their guard. The Laodi cean ATTI TUDE can begin to creep
into their thinking!

But how can you recogni ze Laodi cean characteristics?

Try this sinple experinent in order to understand a vita
principle. Fill three basins with water. Make one very hot, one
| ukewar m and one ice cold. Now put your hand in the ice water for
a few nmonments. Wthdraw it and place it imediately in the
| ukewar m wat er .

The | ukewarmwater will seemto be BOLING HOT! It will seem
to BURN YOU. But it's all a matter of conparison

VWhen we judge oursel ves by COVWPARI SON with the unconverted
wor | d around us, we SEEM HOT -- such "good Christians” -- when
actually we may not be hot at all! And this, regrettably, is how
all too many true Christians usually test thensel ves.

But now di p your other hand into the scal ding hot water for
just a second, and then dip it into the | ukewarm water. Now
| ukewarmwi Il feel cold. This is very possibly the way Chri st
vi ews sone of the nenbers of Hi s Phil adel phia Church

7. Did the Apostle Paul think it wise to conpare ourselves
wi th OTHER HUMANS? 11 Cor. 10:12. To whom SHOULD we conpare
oursel ves? Eph. 4:13, last part.

COWENT: This is the only SAFE WAY to check one's own
spiritual tenperaturel

The Danger of Riches

1. Should we Il abor to becone rich? Prov. 23:4. Wiy not?
Verse 5.

2. What did Paul tell Tinothy would happen to those who
DESIRE to be rich? I Tim 6:09.

COMMENT: Paul did not nean that it is wong to prosper
Christ wants everyone to follow the way which will provide full
abundant lives -- both physically and spiritually. But to "WLL"
to become RICH -- to make that your goal in life -- is absolutely
VWRONG

3. Do all kinds of evil grow out of the LOVE of noney? |
Tim 6:10.

COMMENT: Money of itself is not evil. Miney 1S PONER A
PROPER RESPECT FOR nmoney -- for the great good it can do -- is
right and GOOD. But | NCORDI NATE | ove (LUST) for it leads to |ying,
cheating, stealing, prostitution, organized crinme, nurder
suicide, war -- and to frustration, discontent and famly
quarrels. A poor person may be drawn into sin by the LUST for
nmoney just as easily as a rich person. (Note: the | ove of noney
is not "the" (only) root of all evil -- as erroneously transl ated
in the Authorized Version -- but "a" root.)

4. What is God's adnonition to the rich -- what should be
their duty inlife? | Tim 6:17-19. This includes MOST Western
Eur opean, North American and British peoples, when you conpare
their prosperity with the poverty of MOST of the world.

COMVENT: To "conmuni cate” neans to SHARE, to use our wealth
for good. God's way to eternal life and pernmanent prosperity is
absolutely certain, but nothing is as "uncertain” as this world's
ri ches!
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"Be Content"

1. What | esson had the Apostle Paul learned in [ife? Phil.
4:11-12.

COMMENT: Paul coul d BE CONTENT whet her "abased" (poor and
wi t hout funds) or aboundi ng (havi ng abundance). Yet Paul
continually gave God thanks in every circunstance!

2. What did John the Baptist exhort repentant Jews to do?
Luke 3:11-13. Did he tell the Roman soldiers to be content with
their wages? Verse 14, |ast part.

3. Are we to BE CONTENT with the basic necessities of life?
I Tim 6:6-8. Should we be SATISFIED wi th what we have? Heb
13: 5.

COMMENT: How much would it ready take to conpletely
"satisfy" npbst people today? Those interviewed in one pol
t hought that a 30%increase in incone would solve nost of their
financial problens. But soaring incomes today prove the cry wll
al ways be "MORE!"

A "Printer's Ink"™ survey reveal ed that 76% of executives
earni ng over $25,000 a year in the advertising field are unhappy
with their jobs. And nore than 21% bl anmed their gl oomon the
beli ef they were bei ng UNDERPAI D!

Hurman nature is NEVER satisfied!

VWhat a person THI NKS woul d satisfy himoften just depends on
what rung of the financial |adder he is on at the nonent. Wile
$75 a week woul d pl ease one nan, as another poll showed, a
successful businessnman considered a mllion dollars per year not
t oo rnuch.

The del udi ng concept that noney and all the things it wll
buy are an END in thenselves is totally false. Luxuries are only
t he FRI NGE BENEFI TS which God intends for those who have becone
truly successful. Seeking to acquire things nerely to satisfy the
ceasel ess cravings of the flesh is useless vanity -- utter
enpt i ness!

Ki ng Sol onon, the wi sest and one of the richest nmen who ever
lived, proved this for hinself. He HAD everything. DD
everything. In the end, Solonon realized he had nothing but a
handful of "wind." Read the first two chapters of the book of
Ecclesiastes. It will be a real eye-opener

Gief for the G eedy

1. What does Sol onon say to those who think they woul dn't
experi ence any problens if they becane weal thy? Eccl. 5:12.

COMMENT: A relatively few men have amassed trenendous
weal th. Yet they have never found peace of mnd and true
happi ness in vaults bulging with noney, or in huge bank accounts.
Even billionaire J. Paul Cetty is reported to have said he would
gladly trade his mllions for just one successful, HAPPY
marri age!

2. WIl the ways of the greedy boomerang? Prov. 1:18-19. How
is this possible?

COMMENT: The trap which will destroy all chances for true
success and happi ness gapes greedily to repay the greedy. The
strain and worry of those greedy for gain damages and often
WRECKS nent al and physi cal heal th.

VWhat nost people need to realize is that they have been
pursui ng the wong values and goals in life. People the world
over equate MATERI AL WEALTH wi th HAPPI NESS. So millions have nade
the acquisition of material wealth their goal in life -- assum ng
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that this will result in true happiness. But has it really?

In spite of the general increase in the standard of |iving
t hroughout the Western world, statistics showthere is nore
unhappi ness, crime, divorce and juvenile delinquency than ever
bef or e!

3. Is a"little" with obedience to God better than great
wealth with troubles and injustice? Prov. 15:16; 16:8.

4. Has CGod pronised to supply every NEED of the righteous?
Phil. 4:19.

COMMENT: Notice that God does not say every LUST, but "every
NEED. " And while He has prom sed to PROSPER YOU (Matt. 6:33), He
does it ASit is good for you to how well you can HANDLE it, and
as you EARN it.

Qur maj or NECESSI TIES are just three: food, clothing and
shelter. Expensive furniture, automatic washers, television and
H -Fi sets, a second car for the famly, double ovens, and many
ot her nmodern "conveni ences” are LUXURI ES -- which you may or may
not be able to afford. But luxuries should be purchased ONLY as
one |'S FI NANCI ALLY ABLE TO AFFORD THEM

"Instal | mrent Buyi ng" the Rage

Few realize that the financial troubles plaguing nost
famlies today are NOT the result of |ow incones. Surveys have
shown that nost noney problens are the direct result of
OVEREXTENDI NG a normal | y adequat e i ncone for LUXURI ES AND
PERSONAL | NDULGENCE t hrough the pernicious habit of "install nment
buyi ng. "

The basic problen? G eed, |ust and ENVY! Peopl e conpare
t hensel ves with thenselves (Il Cor. 10:12) and envy one anot her
(James 4:5). It's only NATURAL to want to "keep up with the
Joneses"!

"Ch, yes, | know rich people aren't happy,
"but I want to be UNhappy IN STYLE!"

We are constantly deluged with advertising that appeals to
our human nature. Ads urge us to "BUY NOW pay LATER "

One-sout hern store has been selling television sets to
PRI SON | NVATES on the installment plan! Since prisoners are not
permtted to sign contracts, all sales are based on CHARACTER

CHARACTER? No wonder credit costs so nuch!

Actual Iy, when you really understand, nost credit sales are
based on a fundamental LACK of character. MIlions today are not
willing to WAIT until they have SAVED enough noney to purchase
things with cash.

Going into debt becane fundanmentally fashionable in the U S
under the New Deal. People were told that NATI ONAL deficit
spendi ng was a good thing to get prosperity rolling again -- and
just a TEMPORARY neasure to prine the financial punp.

It took a WAR TO bring about an artificial prosperity, but
seven years were enough to TEACH PEOPLE THE HABIT of staying in
debt by purchasing "on tine." Now it has becone a nationa
fixation and has spread widely to other nations. Qur nationa
econony has becone absol utely dependent on it.

For exanple, if installnent buying of autompbiles in the
United States suddenly stopped, production of new autos woul d
drop 509% That would al so mean as much as a 30%cut in the
production of related industries. Close to half a mllion auto
and oil workers, an equal nunber in sales and service, and
t housands of others would suddenly be jobl ess!

VWhat a tragedy that this world would not obey and practice

goes the quip,
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God's ways fromthe start!
Not hi ng EASY About "Easy Credit™!

There are those in the credit business who woul d have us
believe that the installnment plan is a good system of SAVI NG
whi ch puts the debtor on a regular nonthly budget, thus enabling
himto "save" what he NEVER woul d have saved ot herw se

PHOTO CAPTI ON:  TEMPTATI ON -- Many succunb to the tenptation of
this type of advertising, only to suffer financial worries.

Noti ce what the Bible has to say about this principle of
"enforced savings."

1. Wien you borrow or BUY ON TIME, who is really hel ping
whon? Prov. 22:7 and Neh. 5:4-5.

COMMENT: Peopl e do not seemto understand (or even consider)
that illness, a recession, loss of ajob -- all comon
occurrences -- can easily bring one into a condition of virtua
serfdom where EVERYTHING is "in hock” to his creditors!

The only possible way you can gain by using the install nment
plan is in TIME. But you pay for it dearly! And when you stop to
consider it, credit buying even puts you in bondage to TIME

It's true that once you get caught in the credit trap you're
doi ng the sane thing as saving the noney BEFORE buyi ng. But there
is ONE Bl G DI FFERENCE creditors conveniently fail to warn you
about. Now you are FORCED to "save" AT THAT RATE REGARDLESS of
what happens to your incone! And you may end up payi ng an annua
interest rate of up to 18% or MORE!

You may be conpletely convinced you could not do w thout
your charge accounts or installnment purchases. But the fact of
the matter is YOU MUST LEARN TO get al ong wi thout them or at
| east STRICTLY CONTROL them or you will NEVER experience true
financial security!

Before you dive into debt, REMEMBER -- it's a | ot easier
getting IN than getting QUT!

Start today to exercise the STRENGTH OF CHARACTER to WAI T
until you save the cash!

2. What is a person |like without self-control? Prov. 25:28.

COMMENT: The | ack of self-discipline in handling noney can
prove to be very costly. Mny husbands cone hone only to find
that their w ves have gone out and foolishly purchased costly
cl ot hi ng, unnecessary househol d gadgets, and ot her needl ess
items. They sinply gave in to their vanity and lust. Men will
turn around and do the sane thing!

The know edge of God shoul d make you FREE (John 8:32), and
t he power He makes available through His Holy Spirit will give
you the strength to RESIST tenptation. Utilize this power!

Anot her problemis that of working nothers.

The wi fe and not her SHOULD NOT HAVE TO go to work to keep up
the payments for things that should not have been bought in the
first place. The resultant neglect of children by mllions of
wor ki ng not hers has been a prinme cause of juvenile delinquency in
the United States.

YOUR standard of living is probably already beyond the
wi | dest dreans of the typical inhabitant of this planet. Few
realize that the AVERAGE person on this earth has NO shoes,

LI TTLE food and NO fine furniture or appliances of any kind!
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If you are in debt, analyze your recent purchases, or your
present "possessions.” How many of them do you REALLY NEED? Are
t hey absolutely necessary for the health and wel fare of your
famly? Are they a genuine HELP in serving God and H s Wrk? You
need to answer these questions for yourself.

A Typi cal Case History

Consi der this hypothetical, yet typical case history.

John Doe WAS doing all right financially. He usually had a
few dollars left over at the end of the nonth. So he rented a
ni cer house. His friends had nice hones, and he felt he
"deserved" one too.

Soon afterward, the famly car was in need of major repairs.
A sal esman persuaded himto try out a newer nodel. Its |uxurious
"feel" and the offer of installnent credit "sold" himat once.
John reasoned that the anbunt he WOULD have had to spend anyway
to fix the old car was enough for the down paynent.

Now John Doe was begi nning to feel pinched financially. But
they "just HAD to have" sonme rugs and a color TV for that nicer
house. A dealer cheerfully told himthese "needed" itens could be
paid for by the month. So John bought them without hesitation
Si nce not hing was said about interest or finance charges, he
ASSUMED t he installment "privilege" was sinply a courtesy of the
deal er.

Months | ater, John finally read the contract he had signed,
only to discover that he was being charged an annual interest
rate of 339% That rate, indulged in frequently, would bankrupt
anyone.

By then, having contracted to pay 36 nonthly install nents
for other furniture (which turned out on inspection to be costing
hi man annual interest rate of 19.4% and facing additiona
expenses for dental work, children's school clothing, etc., John
was unable to nmeet his obligations.

To keep up the installnents, he borrowed $300 fromthe bank
thus paying nore interest on noney to pay interest. Finding that
difficult to repay, he borrowed again -- this tine froma finance
conpany. In just a few nmonths of a series of "robbing Peter to
pay Paul " operations, he ended up so hopelessly "in the hole"
that he owed MORE than the original debts.

1. Did Christ teach that one ought to be wi se enough to
"count the cost"? Luke 14:28. See also Proverbs 27:12.

COMMENT: Mbst peopl e have never thought of Luke 14:28 as a
FI NANCI AL principle. Yet it is! Like mlIlions of others, the Does
were victinms not only of their own foolishness and lust, but of a
credit systemwhich (before the "Truth in Lending Law' was passed
inthe United States) was a nodel of contrived confusion and
often deli berate deception

Instead of solving financial problens, installnment credit
pl ans perpetuate them keeping people in the HABIT OF
OVERSPENDI NG and paying out interest. Is it any wonder those who
are in debt usually remain so?

2. If you have contracted and borrowed, must you repay?
Psal m 37: 21.

COMMENT: God hol ds you strictly responsible for paying your
debts. Bankruptcy proceedings are not God's way because this is a
form of STEALING

Not Al ways Wong to Borrow
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1. Does Luke 19:23 indicate that God approves of |ending?
See al so Deut. 28: 12, last part.

COMMENT: The Bible shows it is not wong to borrow under
certain circunstances -- but a person should borrow ONLY after
wi se counsel and proper planning. The verses we have just read
woul d not be there if God prohibited all borrow ng.

But sonme have mi sunderstood Romans 13:8. Paul did not forbid
borrowi ng when there is a real need. However, he commands us to
be diligent to PAY whatever we owe -- "tribute to whomtribute,"
etc. (verse 7) and not to owe anything that is O/ERDUE. The only
thing we should owe continually is LOVE TOMRD ONE ANOTHER (verse
8).

Qur present systemof deficit financing and high taxation
has been developing so long that it is virtually inpossible for
the vast majority of people to pay cash for a hone or an
autonobile. But it will pay you big dividends to pay cash for
nearly everything el se.

2. \VWat about the use of CREDI T CARDS?

COMMENT: W SE, CAUTI QUS use of the popular credit card is
not wong, especially to avoid carrying |arge suns of noney when
traveling (an unsafe practice) or to purchase needed itens and to
pay for sone service when you inmedi ately and/or tenporarily |ack
sufficient cash.

Unli ke other borrowing, no interest is charged on credit

card purchases -- |IF YOU pay at the first billing. Wth the newer
BANK credit cards -- not the cards of individual stores, gasoline
conpani es, etc. -- participating stores pay a flat 3% fee which

barely covers the bank's cost of billing and collecting. However,

banks prosper on the 1 1/2% nonthly service charge (18% yearly)
fromthe TWD THI RDS of credit card users who do not renmt in ful
the first nonth.

If you don't have the character to CONTROL your buying, then
DON T HAVE credit cards, and DON T open any type of charge
account! If you are already IN debt, then strive to get QUT as
soon as possi bl e.

Credit Can Kill Faith in God

Wy do you want your financial problens solved? Is it so you
can have a nore active part in God's Wrk? O is it so you can
afford nore and costlier possessions in this world?

1. What is the purpose of all too many in asking bl essings
of God? Janes 4:3.

2. What did Christ have to say about the proper use of
bl essi ngs? Acts 20: 35.

COMMENT: It IS nore blessed to give than to receive -- even
FI NANCI ALLY nore bl essed. How? Let's consider. Suppose you work
for a man and you really practice this principle. You'll really

SERVE him goi ng above and beyond what is expected. Seeing your
diligence, he will very likely reward you with a better paying
job, a pronotion, or an increase in salary, w shing he had MORE
enpl oyees |ike you. Your actions will please God, too, and He
wi || BLESS YQU for applying His Laws in your work!

But to operate successfully under this principle you nust
REALLY "BELI EVE that he (God) IS and that He is a REWARDER of
those who DI LI GENTLY SEEK H M (Heb. 11:6). This is the WAY to
QUALI FY for blessings NOW and RULERSH P in the world tonorrow
Plunging into credit financing, revolving charge accounts, etc.
is NOT the way! It is a veritable TRAP for the unwary!

Trusting in MAN S financial systenms instead of God coul d
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beconme such a habit that you fail to practice God's financi al
laws, turn nore and nore to LUSTING for physical things, and
finally become SPIRI TUALLY BANKRUPT! Abused credit is a satanic
substitute for practicing God' s ways and TRUSTING IN H M for your
sust enance!

3. Is atrue Christian ever a beggar? Psal m 37:25 and
Proverbs 10: 3. \Wat does Psal m 34:9 have to say?

4. \Wat is the reward of humlity and Godly fear? Prov.
22:4. |Is even the wealth of the sinner laid up for the just?
Prov. 13:22. And what does the sinner receive? Prov. 15:6.

PHOTO CAPTION: "DEBIT CARD' -- Credit cards can be hel pful if

used properly. But if they were called by their right name --
"debit cards,"” because they put you in debt -- would you use them
so often?

5. Are the blessings which come from God free of sorrows?
Prov. 10:22.

COMMENT: Those who seek first the Kingdom of God and are
prospered by Hm can be spared BOTH the troubl es of poverty and
the troubles of the worldly rich

If you've found yourself bogged down in a seeningly endl ess
and wearisome routine of striving for FINANCI AL success -- STOP!

God doesn't want you on a dull, dreary, nonotonous treadml|
day after day. He doesn't want you to just endure a boring life.
Jesus cane to give you a full, vibrant, joyful and ABUNDANT life
(John 10:10). You can have it -- if you'll seek it the WAY HE
SAYS in H's Wrd.

D will see to it that the rising cost of l|iving doesn't
| eave you destitute. HE will bless you according to your
obedi ence to H's Wrd, and diligence in your work. And you's have
the satisfaction of really serving, producing and ACCOWPLI SHI NG

Com ng in the next lesson -- nore financial principles from
God's Wrd, with special enphasis on how to | NCREASE your incone
and nake it go further.

TEST YOUR MEMORY

This quiz is designed to help you renmenber sone of the
i nportant facts you learned in the lesson. Just circle or
underline each correct answer. After you've finished, check your
choices with the correct answers on page 75 and rate yourself.

1. Personal and national debt is
A: no cause for alarm
B: a natural consequence of true prosperity.
C. good for lasting prosperity.
D: aterrible curse

2. CGovernnents constantly increase taxes because

A: they operate within their budgets.

B: it's a sign of true prosperity.

C. they spend their inconme w sely.

D: they are as financially irresponsible as the average
citizen.

3. In ancient Rone
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A: there were no wel fare prograns.

B: there was no inflation

C. governnent finally began to seize private property to
sati sfy increasi ng demands for handouts.

D: debt was not acconpani ed by noral decay.

4. Governnents can solve their financial ills by
A: printing nore paper noney.
B: taking silver out of coinage.
C. international agreenents.
D: getting back to basic spiritual |aws.

5. Which statenent is FALSE? National prosperity

A: is dependent solely on the possession of natura
resour ces.

B: is aresult of obedience to Cod.

C. also cones fromhard work.

D: is a blessing from God.

6. Because Abraham obeyed CGod, the United States and the British
Commonweal th

A: are rapidly losing their wealth.

B: possessed two thirds of the world' s gold in 1949.

C. can never forfeit God' s bl essings.

Do will stop Conmuni sm

7. \Western society is
A truly Christian
based on lust and greed.
findi ng true happi ness.
avoi ding the financial errors of ancient Rone.

O0ow

8. Mbst nodern Anmericans and Britons actually worship
God.

carved and | eering idols.

money and the material possessions it will buy.
the ideals of universal brotherhood.

9. Mbost people
A: do not break the Eighth Conmandnent in their daily lives.
B: have not been cheated or robbed in sone way.
C. believe in giving full value for what they receive
D are out to get sonething for nothing.

10. Communi sm
A: is unworkable in practice.
B: could solve the Western world's financial troubles.
C. was taught by Jesus.
D: was practiced by the early Christian Church.

11. Jesus Christ taught that
A we must acquire material possessions.
B: success is nore than noney.
C. we shoul d despise material possessions.
D: wealth is evil.

12. Wy are the "Laodi ceans” | ukewar n?
A: Only because the world is | ukewarm
B: Because they are poor
C. Because of "the deceitful ness of riches."
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D: W can't be sure because the Laodi cean Church is yet
future.

13. By what standard should we eval uate our spiritual condition?
A: Jesus Christ Hinself.
B: How well we "keep up with the Joneses.”
C. QG her church nmenbers.
D: The degree of our material prosperity.

14. Those who are "content"” with what they have, as the Apostle
Paul was,

 will never get anywhere in life.

are just |azy.

have | earned to put God's Kingdomfirst.

are still pursuing a "handful of wi nd" as Sol onon did.

O0wW>

15. Which one of these does not occur in the lives of those who
seek only riches?

A: True happi ness.

B: M sery and unhappi ness.

C. Fears and worries, often leading to ill health.

D: Lust for still nore.

16. Which of these is not one of life's necessities?

A. Food.

B: Shel ter.
C. Color TV.
D: d ot hi ng.

17. Borrowi ng or buying "on tine"
A: really helps the nation's econony.
B: definitely hel ps the average citizen
C. does not incite nore lust and greed.
D: usually results in unhappiness.
18. If you | ook ahead and "count the cost,"” you wll
A: not save and pay cash for nobst of your purchases.
B: avoid excessive interest rates or service charges.
C. be hasty, buy on tine, and trust whatever a dealer or
| ender says.
D: not be skeptical of "easy credit" ads.

19. One who gets deeply in debt
A: should file for bankruptcy.
cannot be expected to repay his creditors.
shoul d not pay his debt.
» should pay the debt in full as soon as possible, and
learn a | esson fromhis m stake.

QOw

20. Wiich one is true?

A: Christ prohibited | endi ng.

B: Paul forbade all borrow ng.

C. Credit cards can be very hel pful under limted
Ci rcumst ances.

D: It always pays to buy on credit.

Answers to Qui z:
1-D 5-A 9-D 13-A 17-D
2-D 6-B 10-A 14-C 18-B
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3-C 7-B 11-B 15-A 19-D
4-D 8-C 12-C 16-C 20-C
Rat e Yoursel f:
19-20 correct .................. excel | ent
16-18 correct ......... ... ..., good

13-15 correct ......... . ... .. ... fair



