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Qur cover shows a giant B-52 Stratofortress flying mles
above its target in the jungles of Vietnam Since the beginning
of the war until Cctober, 1968, a total of 2,900,000 tons of
bonbs were dropped at a cost of about 6 billion dollars. That's
nore than DOUBLE the total bonmb tonnage dropped on Europe during
Wrld War 11! In addition, over 6,000 Anerican planes and
hel i copters have been lost, at an estimted cost of another 6
billion dollars -- not to nmention the incal culable |oss in human
life. Yet, this incredible waste continues as wars and
preparations for war go unchecked. This |esson explains why.

an open letter from THE STAFF

DO YOU KNOW how much nmoney the world spends on arns and
mlitary purposes?

The facts will astound you!

In the days of Julius Caesar it cost about 75 cents to kil
an eneny sol dier. Because of inflation, greater technol ogy and
armanment s spendi ng, the cost rose to about $3,000 per eneny dead
during Napol eon's tine.

Since then the cost has skyrocketed w th burgeoni ng defense

expenditures. During World War |, the United States al one spent
about $21,000 for each eneny soldier killed. Wrld War Il was
even nore expensive -- costing over TEN TIMES that amount!

Already, the war in Vietnamis costing the United States
$170, 000 per eneny death, and the total may exceed over half a
mllion dollars per eneny soldier killed before the war is over
(including all costs such as veterans' benefits, war debts, etc.)

The cost of war is an enornmous burden upon all nations
today. In the first half of the 20th century, the world spent the
fantastic sumof four trillion dollars ($4, 000, 000, 000, 000) for
mlitary purposes! But if military spending continues at its
present rate, the world will spend another four trillion dollars
during the NEXT TEN YEARS

I ncredi bl e?

How much noney IS that?

Four trillion dollar bills placed end-to-end woul d nake a
straight line stretching fromthe earth to the sun four tines;
wi th enough left over to go fromthe earth to the noon 35 tines
and circle the earth at the equator another 20 tinmes. Your mnd
si mply cannot conprehend such a fantastic anount of noney.

Spent on mlitary and war purposes, this sumof noney could
purchase eight mllion of the nost sophisticated MBT (Main Battle
Tank) 70's. These tanks wei gh about 50 tons and can travel 40
m | es per hour. Placed end-to-end, they would al nost encircle the
earth twi ce! Can you inmagi ne such destructive firepower?

But if all this nmoney were diverted to peaceful channels, to
peaceful production, it could be used to build 200, 000,000 brand



new beautiful $20, 000 three-bedroom hones, conplete with a
fireplace, breakfast bar, and two bathroons! Wth six people to a
hone, these houses could provide shelter for ONE THRD t he
earth's present popul ation

Unbel i evabl e -- but true!

Does your mind begin to conprehend the fantastic CURSE t hat
war (and all mlitary spending) is for all the nations of the
earth? Can you see the tragic, enornous, |NCRED BLE WASTE?

Al this sheer waste and this crushing burden -- this
gigantic CURSE -- COULD BE AVA DED, if nations believed the
prom ses in God's Wrd and obeyed H s | aws whi ch bring peace!
This |l esson makes it plain.

THE GREAT KEY TO PEACE AND PROSPERI TY

VWi | e apparent prosperity continues, nmllions trenble on the
brink of financial disaster! Sky-high taxes are now one of the
greatest causes of public concern. This | esson explains why. It
reveals the | ast and greatest |aw governing true prosperity!

EVERYBODY hat es taxes! TAXPAYERS are conpl ai ni ng nore than
ever before. The outcry against the constant rise in taxes is
bei ng heard ALL OVER THE WORLD!

Taxes, Taxes, Taxes!

Time was when, if a man owned a piece of real estate, it was
his for life. Unless he hinself sold it or gave it away, it was
safe for his heirs -- sonething to provide for or add to the
[ivelihood of his sons and grandsons.

But no nore!

Now -- even though property may be clear and unencunbered by
a nortgage or lien -- the owner nmust be continually "buying it
back" by means of often shockingly high paynments in the form of
PROPERTY TAXES!

The average American home owner will pay its total market
val ue about once each quarter century at present property tax
rates. And if he should get behind in his paynments for a year or
two, or REFUSE to pay, the property may be SEI ZED and SCOLD for
t he taxes!

The property tax hits THE ELDERLY especially hard, gnaw ng
away, like inflation, at that for which they have sl aved and
saved to provide for their old age

Then there is the I NCOVE tax. Probably no form of taxation
is hated and feared nore than the incone tax.

VWhen it was first inposed in the United States, and for many
years thereafter, many Anmericans continued to insist that a tax
on | NCOVE was "unconstitutional." A property tax was tol erable,
but an incone tax was not -- even after a constitutiona
anendnment made it clearly |egal

VWhat woul d be "constitutional,"” however, according to GOD S
system of governnent and econoni cs? Have you ever thought about
t hat ? What does God say about TAXATI ON?

Taxation and Infl ation

In 1969, taxes of all kinds took 37% of all income produced
inthe United States. That's three hours out of every eight that



each Anerican worked for the governnent!

PHOTO CAPTI ON: TAX HELP -- Incone taxes are sonetines difficult
to conmpute. Last mnute taxpayers get help in filling out their
inconme tax forns at an Internal Revenue office.

It's calculated that roughly one dollar in four of al
i ncome goes to Washington, D.C. -- not counting the tax bites
taken by states, cities and counties. In sonme other countries,
taxes are even higher. The average man in Sweden, for example, is
taxed 41% of his earnings. Taxes in Britain exceed 40% of that
country's gross national product.

In addition, inflation in the U S., which was brought on
primarily because of |ong-continued spending of nore than peopl e
earned, has caused a terrific loss in the buying power of the
money | eft after taxes. Consequently, today's dollar is worth
only about 37 cents conpared to the dollar of 1939!

Taxes and inflation have eaten up the wage gains of the
| aborer, farmer, and white collar worker which were nade possible
by nmodern technol ogy and exploitati on of natural resources.

Take for exanple, an Anerican earning $10,000 a year
Suppose he gets a 6% raise. His gross incone will increase $600
for the entire year. But out of this, he nust pay additiona
i ncome tax, surtax, Social Security tax, state and |ocal taxes --
and "inflation tax" (the increased price of everything he buys
during the year because of inflation).

What is the net result? Qut of this $600, even at the
so-cal l ed "acceptable” rate of 4% inflation per year, he wll
have a nere $99 | NCREASE in actual purchasing power for the
entire year!

If he had been earning $20,000 and received a 6%raise, he
woul d have gained only $116 in real purchasing power.

The Price Tag of War

The greatest single factor which has put Anerica and
Americans in this financial straitjacket of swelling inflation
and sky-high taxation is WAR' But obedi ence to God' s ways WOULD
HAVE PREVENTED | T ALL!

God gave our ancient forefathers a basic, all-inclusive
financial law Since the government was H's, He required of the
peopl e one flat 10% "tax" to conduct all its business, and to pay
the "salaries” of its adm nistrators.

In ancient Israel, 10%of all increase or inconme was paid to
God. Wien Israel paid this 10%faithfully, God PROM SED to
protect her fromother nations, and to fight all her wars FOR HER
so that she woul d never have had to spend any noney on defense
(BEx. 14:14, 24-25; 23:20-23, 27-28; Deut. 1:30). The cost of
defense was included -- in a sense -- in the TITHE ( TENTH).

If our nations today would obey God's financial |aws and al
H s commandnments, we could STILL claimthat prom se of
protection!

I nst ead, governnments today | ook to their own resources and
manpower for national defense. The staggering cost of the U S
mlitary machine -- for salaries, equipnent, research, interest
on borrowed noney -- on land, on the sea, in the air and in
space, closely approximates a TITHE of its Gross National Product
(G\NP). And at best, the noney spent on defense out of the
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Ameri can national budget is a huge question mark as to its
effecti veness!

Reapi ng the Penalties

How easily the free world could cause the atheistic
Conmmuni sts to go reeling back on their heels -- and w thout
striking a bl ow ourselves! By paying God's tithe, we could have
been assured of total national defense and victory if attacked.
W& woul dn't have had to fight a single war! Yet wars and
preparations for war continue.

Wy ?

Could it be because we have turned our back to God and have
been STEALING fromH n?? (Mal. 3:8-9.)

VWhat ever anount we have withheld from God, we as a nation
are having to pay anyway -- and nore so! W are not only paying
about 10% of our inconme for "national defense,” but we are being
charged EXTRA for many ot her governnental expenses besides --
sal es taxes, inheritance taxes, property taxes, amusenent taxes,
| uxury taxes, gas taxes, school taxes, state taxes, and incone
t axes!

Just THI NK what we coul d have saved if we had fromthe
begi nni ng acknowl edged God as our national financial partner
Thank God the tine is com ng when we shall

When God's Governnent Rul es

In the Wrld Tonmorrow, "they shall sit every man under H'S
vine and under HI'S fig tree; and NONE SHAKE MAKE THEM AFRAID ..."
(Mcah 4:4). Under CGod's governnent people will own their
property and there will be no OPPRESSI VE taxes, no confiscation!

God' s governnent WLL "tax" its subjects, for w thout taxes
there woul d be no nmeans of carrying on the duties of a
government. The difference is that God's "tax" is far nore
EQUI TABLE. And it is GOOD for YQU

In God's there are no hidden taxes, no taxes on top of
taxes, nor the continual striving and struggling to figure out
new ways to extort nore noney fromthe popul ace.

CGod's "tax" is extrenely FAIR because only those who have
"increase" (Deut. 14:22) have to pay. And each nust pay the SAME
tax rate. CGod's "tax" does not "soak" the rich OR oppress the
poor!

It encourages initiative, gives people incentive to get
ahead. W have learned that it is definitely God's will for man
to PROSPER That's why He requires nerely a flat 10% of each
person's true increase or incone!

God's "tax" is called the "TITHE. " It is that 10% which He
reserves for Hinself. And yet, it is actually spent wholly for
MAN S benefit -- in bringing the blessings of God' s government to
manki nd.

VWhen God's TITHE IS faithfully paid to Hm He nakes the
remai ni ng 90% go FURTHER t han t he whol e 100% di d before! Sound
incredible? It's true. Those who have faithfully PAID God's tithe
have PROVEN it!

VWhen ALL of God's financial |aws are being obeyed, including
this little-known, ALL-1MPORTANT TITHI NG LAW and nen strive to
follow God's entire way of life, then all of man's dreans of
peace and econom c security will at |ast cone true!

Tithing is the MOST | MPORTANT OF ALL of God's financial |aws
-- it is guaranteed to produce results.
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Are you applying this fundamental |aw of the living God in
YOUR |ife?

Are you being blessed financially? If not, the reason may
wel | be that you're not obeying this nost vital financial |aw
Let's learn all about God's tithing law in the Bible

LESSON 56
Tithing in Ancient Times

Many nations once had a know edge of right, w se and sound
financial principles because the Creator of mankind did not |eave
men ignorant of Hs |aws which assure true prosperity.

Ti t hi ng was known even in anci ent Egypt, Babylon, G eece and
Rone (Encycl opaedia Britannica, 11th ea., art. "Tithe"). And
"tithe barns" to store the 10%cl ained by the state church were
used in Britain as late as the 1700 s.

Let's notice exactly where the know edge of tithing cane
from

1. What did Jacob promi se God he would do with all his
i ncrease? Gen. 28:20-22. Was he prospered for his obedi ence? Gen
30: 43.

2. How did Jacob know of God's tithing | aw? Gen. 14:18-20;
26: 5.

COMMENT: Jacob knew about tithing because his father |saac,
the son of obedi ent Abraham taught it to him Upon |eaving his
father's house where God's government ruled, and striking out on
his own, Jacob formally AFFIRVED his determ nation to live
directly under that government. And obedi ence to God's tithing
aw was a SIGN of his submission to God's rule.

Mel chi zedek, the nmenber of the Godhead who becane Jesus
Christ (wite for the free article which proves the true identity
of Mel chi zedek) was then the Suprene Representative of that
government on earth. Jacob voluntarily put hinmself under H's
rule.

Centuries later, Melchizedek placed the functions of H's
government into the hands of the descendants of Levi. \Wat few
peopl e understand is that the receiving of tithes was an integra
part of the administration of God's government in ancient timnes
-- and will be again in the Wrld Tonorrow.

Since the purpose of God's governnent is to SERVE the
peopl e, H's governnent was nore than a nere giving and enforcing
of orders. His governnment includes adm nistration of justice,
education, health, defense, and ultimtely salvation

On the people's part, the paying of tithes was their
acknow edgnment of being under that governnent's authority.

3. As His right or prerogative for saving the Israelites
alive when He slew the firstborn of Egypt, whomdid God claimas
Hs own? Ex. 13:2, 12-15. For what tribe did he |ater exchange
all the firstborn? Num 3:5-10, 39-51

4. In what way did the Eternal God put the Levites to work
"serving" their fellow Israelites? Read Nunbers 4, noting
especi ally verses 47 and 49.

5. Were even Moses and Aaron, his brother, of the tribe of
Levi ? Ex. 2:1-10. Skimthrough chapter 13 of Leviticus for a few
of the many ways in which the priests SERVED the people while
being in authority over them

6. What did the Eternal turn over for the use of the Levites
in order that they m ght be able to exercise the functions of
God' s governnent? Num 18:21, 24. To whomdid the Levites
t hensel ves pay a tithe of their income (of the tithe the people



paid them? Verses 26-28

COMMENT: God had set Aaron's famly in highest authority
over the Levites (verses 2-3, 6), so the priests received a tithe
fromthe incone of all the other Levites.

The Cause of Today's Hi gh Taxes

1. Is there always a cause for every curse that people
suffer? Prov. 26:2.

2. Wen the people of Israel rejected God' s governnment over
them (I Sam 8:7) and denmanded a king like all the heathen
nati ons around them what did the Eternal solemly warn themt hat
t he consequences of having a human king would be? I Sam 8:14-17.

COMMVENT: What the king woul d demand was not nerely the tithe
on whi ch God's governnment had operated. He woul d denand MORE! He
woul d demand, first of all, a PROPERTY TAX! All this cane to pass
exactly as God had war ned!

3. What was to be the chief need of HUMAN governnment t hat
woul d cause it to require such heavy taxation? Verses 11-12.

COMMENT: Today, war is the world' s biggest business. The
situation Samuel prophesied literally cane true. It happened when
ancient |Israel as a nation REJECTED God's governnment, which
included His protection (Deut. 1:30). And it has been happening
in nation after nation ever since!

Today, the costs of war are far greater than ever before.
World War 11 cost the United States over $380 BILLION! And each
year, the U S. al one spends upwards of $70 billion on so-called
"defense."

4. What CAUSES war? Janes 4:1-3. "Lust" has to do with
"sel f-seeking,” or "self-interest."

COMMVENT: "Self-interest” is what has led nations to build
armanents and to war with one another. It has al so caused capita
and | abor to struggle and fight, each trying to GET nore and give
less. It has caused individuals to plunge deeply into debt for
things they could not and should not afford. It has led Britain
and America and many other nations into stupendous debt.

"Self-interest” -- or lust, or greed -- |led the ancient
Israelites into FAILINGto tithe. And just as surely it has |led
many of YOU to m sappropriate and ROB GOD of His tithe

Such "self-interest” is NOT in your BEST interests. It
actual ly penalizes youl

Everyt hi ng Bel ongs to CGod

"But how can God claima tenth of nmy incone?" sone will
demand to know. Here is the answer straight fromyour Bible.

| . Is God the great Creator? Gen. 1:1. Did He create
EVERYTHI NG? Eph. 3:9. Therefore, does God insist that EVERYTH NG
is legitimtely H s? Job 41:11; Ex. 19:5; Psal m50:10, 12.

2. "But surely OUR LABOR produced nost of our wealth,"
someone else will say. Wiere does wealth really come fron? Take
anot her | ook at Gen. 27:28.

COMMENT: Al wealth cones ultimately fromthe GROUND. \Wen
God bl essed our English-speaki ng peoples, as He prom sed to
Jacob, He did it by giving us rich agricultural |ands and m nera
weal th. Wthout that which God created, our human | abor and
i ngenuity woul d be worth not hi ng.

3. Does God claimthe mineral wealth too, such as silver and
gol d? Deut. 10: 14 and Hag. 2:8.

COMMENT: The entire earth and everything you produce fromit
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bel ongs to God. He has never given you the whol e of what you
produce or earn. The FIRST TENTH remains holy to the Eternal.
That He has reserved for Hinself.

But God is generous. After you have paid God that first
tenth which BELONGS to Hm He allows you to keep the remaining
NINE tenths. That nine tenths is the wage for your |abor, using
what He created in the first place -- including your own m nd and
body, which God GAVE YQU

In the Garden of Eden, God reserved for Hi nself just ONE
TREE. That renmained H'S. He NEVER GAVE that one tree to Adam and
Eve. They had no right to eat of its fruit. Wen they, filled
with greed to possess ALL, reached out and took the fruit of that
forbi dden tree, they SINNED -- they STOLE from God!

Today, the same Satan that deceived Eve will gladly |lead you
to believe that all of your incone -- and all the produce of your
farm-- is yours! But don't you believe it!

4. |Is the tithe HOLY to God? Lev. 27:30.

COMMENT: God's tithe nmust not be used for any other than a
holy purpose! It belongs in GODO S House -- to be used by H s true
m ni sters and servants!

But suppose a man says, "l have no confidence in the way the
tithe will be used.” May he therefore refuse to pay the tithe, or
stipulate by whomor for what purpose it will be used?

The individual's responsibility is to pay God's tithe to
t hose whom he has PROVEN to be doing God's Work. Decidi ng how the
tithe is to be used or spent is not his responsibility. That is
GOD S responsibility. It is God's tithe and it is up to Hmto
direct how Hi s servants use the noney!

Robbers Shoul d Expect to Be Robbed!

1. How does the Eternal God indict this nation, and in
PRI NCI PLE al | other nations? Mal. 3:8-9. If God didn't own
everything, could we "rob" Hin®

COMMENT: YQU yoursel f have no doubt been cheated or robbed
at one tine or another, and were very indignant about it. And no
doubt sonetine in your life you, too, have stolen sonething. W
would all have to admit this is true.

But did it ever occur to you that you may be stealing R GHT
NOA? And that THAT may be part of the reason for the financial
probl ems you may be experiencing today?

Are you |ike the bank robber who was furious because his car
was stripped and vandalized whil e he was inside robbing the bank?

2. Is it the "WHCOLE nation" which is guilty of robbing God?
Mal . 3:8-10.

COMMENT: Israel, since early times, has consistently failed
to pay CGod's tithe.

But CGentiles are guilty too. ALL nations have robbed Cod!
The only difference is that God does not hold them as responsibl e
as |Israel, His chosen people, who were TAUGHT to tithe by God
H nsel f! Mst CGentiles today are not as responsible in God's
si ght because they were never taught about tithing. Neverthel ess,
anyone who KNOA5S BETTER and doesn't tithe is DOUBLY RESPONSI BLE!

You, whatever your nationality or racial origin, have been
given this know edge. Therefore you are held accountable for it.
If you will notice verses 1 to 5 of Malachi 3, and all of chapter
4, you will see that this prophecy is for OQUR TIME -- for us! --
just before the Second Comi ng of Christ.

3. Does the Eternal enphasize we are to bring H mALL the
tithes? Mal. 3:10.
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COMMVENT: Sone don't seemto understand that a "tithe" is a
FULL TENTH of their INCREASE. "Tithe" is an old English word
which sinply neans a "tenth." G ving an occasional snmall offering
now and then is not tithing!

PHOTO CAPTI ON: THE CURSE OF WAR -- WAR = | NFLATI ON AND DEBT - -
During each major war the United States has experienced a rise in
prices, and an increase in its national debt. G aph shows how
whol esal e prices have risen, or fallen, as a percentage of their
average | evel between 1947 and 1949 (represented by 100 on
graph). Figures acconpanyi ng each war show the anount the

nati onal debt was increased by that war.

"But | can't afford to tithe," soneone is sure to conpl ain.
The truth is you can't afford NOT to! Can you afford to STEAL --
to be a THHEF -- to ROB GOD?

God is the senior partner in your financial affairs. If you
neglect to pay Hmthat which is Hs, then you are guilty of
STEALING i t!

Never think you G VE tithes. You PAY tithes. They were never
yours to "give." Wien a person fails to pay his taxes, he has
broken man's | aw and cones under the penalty. He could be thrown
in jail. Even so, those who break God's |law, who REFUSE to pay
H's tithe, come under a severe FINANCI AL and SPI RI TUAL penalty --
they come under a financial CURSE as well as the DEATH penalty
for di sobeyi ng CGod!

It's just a question of whether or not you will be HONEST
with God. What kind of a person would know ngly, deliberately
attenpt to swindle and cheat the Al mghty God?

Ti t hi ng Was NOT Done Away!

Let's check the Bible to see if there is any truth to the
common teaching that God's tithing lawis no longer in effect --
that the New Testanent Church has no authority to receive tithes.

1. Did Jesus Christ regard the law of tithing as obsolete or
annul | ed? Matt. 23:23 and Luke 11:42. Notice the | ast part of
each verse

COMMENT: Isn't that clear enough? Jesus said that spiritual
qualities such as judgnent, love, nmercy and faith were nore
i mportant than carefully and strictly paying tithes on EVERY
LI TTLE PLANT that mght grow in your garden -- especially when
that strictness led to SELF righteousness. But Christ said "NOT
to | eave the other undone"” -- NOT to fail to pay your FULL TI THE
as God has commanded! And renenber that at the time Christ spoke
t hese words, the people were also being forced to pay ROVAN
TAXES!

2. Wy did Jesus endorse tithing? Did He previously make it
clear that God's mnisters are worthy of being reconpensed for
their [abors? Matt. 10:9-10. Also see | Tim 5:17-18.

3. Are the mnisters of the New Testanment Church to be
supported in exactly the sane way the Levites were? | Cor
9:13-14. Also read the first 10 verses of this chapter, noting
especi ally verses 6 through 10.

4. Now notice how the New Testanent mnistry received
AUTHORI TY to take tithes. Does Paul plainly show that the
tithe-receiving Levitical Priesthood had been CHANGED to that of
Mel chi sedec? Heb. 7:9-12. Did this therefore involve a CHANGE in
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VWHO was to receive the tithe? Verses 5 and 12.

COMMENT: The New Testanent mnisters of Christ (Ml chisedec)
are to be supported by the tithes of God's people so they can
devote their full tinme to the work of CHRIST'S ministry -- just
as the Levitical Priesthood did in ancient tines.

5. Did Paul receive financial support fromthe brethren of
some congregations? Il Cor. 11:8-9 and Phil. 4:15-16.

COMMENT: It cost Paul considerable suns of noney to travel
often by ship, to eat, to have proper clothing, and to buy books
whi ch were | aboriously hand-copi ed on expensive vellum (Read
Acts 16:11; 20:15; 21:2 and Il Tim 4:13.) Sonetines he even had
to rent a hall (or house) in which to preach (Acts 28:30-31).

6. Did Paul say he had "power" -- AUTHORITY -- to receive
support fromthe churches? Il Thes. 3:8-9 and | Thes. 2:6. Wy
didn't he always exercise it? | Cor. 9:11-12.

COMMENT: Paul did not always exercise all his authority |est
he shoul d cause any of the SPIRI TUALLY WEAK brethren to stunble
(I Cor. 8:13) -- those who were critical and m ght have thought
HE was "out for the noney." For this reason (though he
undoubt edly taught themthe principle of tithing) he apparently
left the tithe to be used mainly by the local officials of the
Church in each area (I Tim 5:17-18).

7. What scripture indicates that Paul was actually referring
to the tithe? Il Tim 2:6-7.

COMMENT: The part of your incone to be reserved for God is
the FIRST tenth. In a tactful, roundabout way, Paul was telling
Ti mot hy (and the nenbers of the congregati ons who would hear this
letter read) that the SPIRI TUAL "husbandman," or m nister over
the flock, had a RIGHT to be partaker of their produce ("fruit").
Specifically, Tinothy should receive the "first" part -- the
FI RST TENTH -- from his congregation's increase!

Understand, therefore, that God's true Church representing
God and carrying on H's Wrk, DOES have the prior right to the
first tenth -- even before the federal governnent. And God has
conmi ssioned Hi's Church to USE the tithe to preach and publish
the CGospel to all nations (Matt. 24:14; Mark 13:10) -- and to
FINI SH Hi s Work!

8. If the law requires that your inconme tax be w thheld
bef ore you even see your paycheck, should you honor and respect
that law, and | MVEDI ATELY pay CGod's tithe FIRST as far as you are
concerned? Notice the principle in Mtthew 22: 21.

"PROVE Me Now..."

1. Does the Eternal command us to PROVE Hm-- to put Hmto
the test to see if He really will bless us? Mal. 3:10. What does
God say HEwill do if we tithe? Same verse.

COMMENT: God has a thousand ways of maki ng what you do PAY
OFF bigger. If you are a farner, HE sends the rain and the
sunshi ne when you need it. If you WORK DI LI GENTLY, and are
faithful in paying HmH s portion, He works WTH YQU, bl esses
your effort, causes your partnership with Hmto produce and earn
MORE!

PHOTO CAPTI ON: SOURCE OF ALL WEALTH -- All the world's wealth
cones fromthe earth. Men have | earned how to use that wealth for
their own gain. Yet nost nmen refuse to acknow edge the God who
created it.
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Those who faithfully pay God His tenth find that the 90%
that is left goes FURTHER than the 100% ever did before! Wen you
begin to rely completely on God, expensive doctor bills are
usual ly elimnated, crop failures are | ess, business appointnents
prove successful, and general energencies that can deplete your
savi ngs occur far less frequently.

Hundreds have remarked that there seens to be an unwitten
| aw whi ch cannot be put down in a budget -- a |law that causes
their noney to always stretch far enough when they tithe
faithfully! Read the follow ng scriptures in connection with this
principle: 1 Kings 17:8-23; Il Kings 4:1-7; 42-44; Natt.

14:17-21; 15:34-38; Heb. 13:8.

At the sane tinme, the tenth which God reserves for Hinself
is big enough to make peopl e beconme nore conscious of their noney
-- to nake them BUDGET and PLAN -- to nake themuse it nore
EFFI CI ENTLY.

2. Shoul d one pay his debts BEFORE beginning to tithe? Read
Mat t hew 22: 21 once agai n.

COMMENT: To fully answer that question, just ask yourself,
"To whomdo | OAE the nost inportant debt?" You owe it to GOD! |f
you begi n obeying God, He will help you pay the rest of your
creditors. Many are in debt sinply BECAUSE they don't tithe!

VWhat ever you owe God for robbing Hmin the past, He is
willing to forgive and cancel out. But what God does expect is
your OBEDI ENCE fromthe tine the know edge of Hi s way reaches
your mnd. He holds you strictly accountable fromthat tinme on!

An Exercise of Faith

1. Is he that is faithful inlittle (which certainly would
include tithing) also faithful in nmuch? Luke 16:10. WII such be
greatly REWARDED? Luke 19:17; Matt. 25:21, 23 and Prov. 28:20.

COMMENT: We |earned in Lesson 54 that credit buying tends to
tear down faith in God. Tithing BULDS that faith. The FAl THFUL
tither is worshipping God in a tangible, literal way. He |l earns
to look to God in a realistic manner. He learns to RELY on God's
prom ses. Hs faith is tested, exercised, and strengthened. He
| earns that God's way really WORKS!

2. Does God speak of the TRYING of our faith as bei ng GOOD
for us? | Peter 1:7.

COMMENT: Don't ever give up tithing! PERSEVERE i n obeying
God even if you're not blessed very much right away. Do your part
with ZEAL and FAITH, and quietly and confidently EXPECT GOD TO
KEEP H' S PROM SE, regardl ess of how hard it nmay seem GCod's
bl essing WLL come in God's own tine and in GODO S own way.

God may cause you to be pronoted in your present job, or
bl essed with a substantial salary increase. He may bl ess you with
a new and better job. He may bl ess you through a gift, an
i nheritance, or sinply by opening up unusual circunstances
whereby you are able to save substantial anounts of nobney on
certain purchases. He may eventually bless you in ALL of these
ways!

3. What is the SURE WAY to financial security? Prov. 3:9-10.

COMVENT: CGod ALWAYS KEEPS Hi s promi ses! And He will CONTI NUE
to bless you as you remain FAITHFUL to H m

Your Attitude Is Inportant

A few have conpl ai ned about not being bl essed very much, if
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at all, after beginning to tithe. "I have paid nmy tithes
faithfully for six nonths -- still | have received no raise in
salary,"” conpl ained one. O, as another put it, "I tithed for a

year, and ny inconme actually went DOM!"

Are you a tither? Have you ever felt this way? Then consi der
the foll owi ng questions carefully.

1. Does Anps 4:4-5 show that HALF-WAY obedience will not win
CGod's favor? May it result in a PLAGUE instead of a bl essing?
Verses 6-7.

COMMENT: Notice carefully this mxture of "transgression”
WTH "tithes,"” of thanksgiving offerings WTH | eaven (typical of
sin), of freewill offerings WTH publicity and pride. These are

all manifestations of human nature -- what the carnal mnd
"likes" to do! (Mbddern translations nmake these verses nuch
cl earer.)

If you are not obeying ALL of God's commandnments to the best
of your know edge and ability, you have no right to expect God to
bl ess you. Renenber the words of the Apostle Janes: "For
whosoever shall keep the whole |aw, and yet offend in one point,
he is guilty of all" (James 2:10).

The teaching of God's Wrd is: OBEY God's |aws and you will
prosper. It is that sinple. Even a non-Christian tither can
prosper, if he obeys God to the FULL EXTENT of his know edge. As
a student of this Course, YOUR know edge of God's way is VERY
GREAT!

Consi der anot her factor. Do you obey WLLINGY -- or do you
obey GRUDA NAY -- only because you HAVE to? Even Satan obeys God
-- grudgingly. Did you realize that? After Christ allowed Satan
to tenpt HHm He gave the Devil a command whi ch was obeyed (Matt.
4:10, 11). But that did NOT put Satan back in God' s favor, or
make hima recipient of God' s bl essings.

A true Christian obeys WLLINGAY, cheerfully. He knows that

God's ways are best for himand -- best for ALL -- that H s | aws
are the true way of "liberty" (Janes 2:12). He sees that
grudgi ng, resistant obedience -- like Satan's -- is the cause of

much wr et chedness and unhappi ness.

2. Does Luke 18:11-14 clearly show that tithing in a
sel f-righteous manner, and nmaking a show of it, will not suffice
ei ther?

3. Did Paul warn against equating material gain with
godliness? | Tim 6:5-6.

COMMENT: Some HAVE tried to selfishly apply the | aws of God
-- including the law of tithing -- to satisfy their fleshly
lusts. Do you obey God ONLY TO RECEI VE material benefits? If this
is your attitude, you need to CHANGE IT RIGAHT NON Cod is al ready
bl essing you, if only by letting you suffer to learn this | esson,
but He does WANT TO bl ess you in EVERY way.

Renenber, just because you pay God 10% does not nmean He OAES
YQU anyt hing, for He has already given you 90% God doesn't OAE
it to you, but He wants to G VE YQU prosperity and security and
HAPP| NESS!

Teach Your Children to Tithe

Proverbs 22:6 says, "Train up a child in the way he shoul d
go: and when he is old, he will not depart fromit." Children
shoul d be taught to live by God's |l aws. And they ought to be
taught how to handl e noney.

G ve your children an allowance regularly. Even though it
may be very small, teach themthe right use of it. TEACH THEM THE
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LAWCOF TI THING TELL THEM WHY God conmands tithing, and explain
how God bl esses the tither

Children should learn God's ways in the hone as Jacob did
(CGen. 28:20-22). Renmenber, Jacob TITHED -- and PROSPERED

How the Tithe |Is Figured

CGod's tithe is figured on your "increase" (Deut. 14:22) --

t he amount of your earnings or produce which is ABOVE and BEYOND
t he expenses involved in producing it. If you work for wages, you
tithe on the GROSS amount of your income. If you are a farner, or
in sone other way sel f-enployed, you nmust pay ONE FULL TENTH of
your ADJUSTED GRGCSS i ncone (your incone MNUS | oss or overhead,

if any). You may deduct the cost of hired help, but not your own
or your famly's | abor. Taxes are NOT deducti bl e.

The maxi mum peri od over which you may figure your tithe is
one year (sane verse). If your business or farmshows a net |oss
at the year's end, you owe NO tithe. However, you cannot deduct
t he amount of one year's loss fromthe follow ng year's increase.

Normal ly, it is best not to wait until the year's end to pay
your tithe, but to tithe on each significant amount of inconme --
each paycheck if you are on salary -- as you receive it.

A wife does not tithe on grocery noney given to her by her
husband. She is merely handling that noney FOR HM The Bible
says the husband is the head of the wife (I Cor. 11:3). If he is
an unbeliever who will not tithe, the wife should not take it
upon herself to tithe on any part of his income wthout his
perm ssion. O course, if she has her own inconme, then she is
obligated to pay a tithe of her increase. (If you have any
further questions about figuring the tithe, or any questions at
all about tithing, then feel free to wite our Persona
Cor respondence Departnent.)

The Bl essing of Gving Oferings

Now we need to consider the scriptural teaching concerning
OFFERINGS -- that which is GVENto God for Hs Wrk. Let's learn
how it really is "nore blessed to G VE than to receive" (Acts
20: 35).

1. Is failure to give offerings regarded as robbing God JUST
AS MJCH as failing to tithe? Mal. 3:8, |ast word

COMMENT: O course! For God G VES YOU nany gifts in addition
to the incone on which the tithe is paid!

2. Were the ancient Israelites ASKED to give freew ||
of ferings for the construction of the Tabernacle? Ex. 25:1-2;
35:29. Was their offering so great that they had to be RESTRAI NED
fromgiving any nore? Ex. 36:6-7.

3. Did King David and his subjects give extrenely generous
freewi || offerings for the building of God's Tenple? I Chron
29:3-9, 17. Did the nation of Judah continue this practice in
Hezekiah's time? Il Chron. 31:11-12, 14. And in Ezra's tinme? Ezra
2: 68-69.

4. On what special convocations of God are "freew ||
of feri ngs" ALWAYS required? Deut. 16:10, 16-17; 12:5-6.

5. Did God begin to bless Judah when the people began to be
faithful in offerings? Il Chron. 31:10.

COMMENT: One of the many bl essings of giving generous
offerings today is the reduction in one's incone tax since the
government allows tithes and offerings as item zed deducti ons on
i ncone tax returns.
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G ving CGenerously

In the days of the Apostle Paul, severe fam ne struck Judea.
The G eek-speaki ng congregations raised up by Paul were called
upon to offer food for the relief of their brethren in Pal estine.

1. Did Paul instruct each person to contribute as he had
been BLESSED by God? | Cor. 16:1-3. Does exactly the sanme
principle govern freewill offerings for God's Wrk? Deut. 16:17.

COMMENT: "As he is able" does NOT nmean "according to what he
has |l eft over after apportioning his noney for everything el se,”
but AS GOD HAS BLESSED HHMin the first place! Don't wait till
last to give God an offering. Do it first, at the sane tine you
apportion out God's tithe.

2. Does God love a "cheerful™ giver who gives GENEROUSLY? |
Cor. 9:6-7. But does He abhor the covetous? Psal m 10: 3.

3. Does even what appears to some as WASTEFUL gi vi ng have
t he paradoxical effect of resulting in greater blessings? Prov.
11: 24-25. See al so Prov. 13:7.

COMMENT: Notice that it is the "liberal” person to whomthis
applies. He that "waters" -- who is concerned for the spiritua
growm h and welfare of others -- shall receive nore blessings in
return, for he is sharing in the admnistration of God's Wrd (
Cor. 3:6).

4. How did Jesus say we should give -- and EXPECT TO
receive? Luke 6: 38.

5. How did Paul say we should give in Romans 12: 8?

COMMENT: The proper translation of the Geek is not
"sinplicity," but "abundance" or "liberality." Notice here that
G VINGis shown to be the MAIN JOB God has given sone Christians
to do.

6. Is God well-pleased with giving to the point of PERSONAL
SACRI FI CE? Heb. 13:16. "Communicate" in the Authorized Version
nmeans to "share.”

7. WIl a conparatively small offering, given to God's Wrk
by one who has little to give, be GREATER in God's sight than
| arger offerings that require no sacrifice? Mark 12:42-44 and
Luke 21:2-4.

COMMENT: The basic principle to follow in giving offerings
to God is to give LIBERALLY -- sonetines to the point of persona
sacrifice -- but ONLY AS GOD HAS BLESSED YQU. God does not expect
you to give to the point of denying your famly proper food,
cl ot hing and shelter

Freewil|l offerings are indeed commanded by God, but they
must be given WLLINGY and CHEERFULLY -- fromthe heart.

VWhat ever you give is strictly up to you, but it should be
di ctated by your own conscience, ability, and the needs of God's
Wor k.

How God's Wrk G ows

The amazing growh in the power and effectiveness of God's
Church over the years has been possible only through the COVBI NED
efforts of thousands of Co-Wrkers whom Jesus Christ has called
to help financially support H s Wrk

In the earlier years of the "Phil adel phia" Era of God's
Church, only a handful of people could be reached with the
gospel . But as the nunber of dedicated Co-Wrkers who VOLUNTARI LY
sent tithes AND OFFERI NGS i ncreased, so did the scope and power
of God's Work
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This Wrk of God has continued to grow at the fantastic rate
of approximately 30% a year. That neans it has DOUBLED i n scope
and power about every three years!

Today the true gospel reaches into every inhabited
continent. Multiple millions hear and see the WORLD TOMORROW
radi o and tel evision broadcasts. MIIlions read THE PLAIN TRUTH
magazine -- in five | anguages. Hundreds of thousands read
TOMORROW S WORLD, a special magazine of spiritual truth and
under st andi ng. And over 150,000 students receive this
Cor respondence Cour se.

BUT THERE IS MJCH MORE LEFT TO DO The really big work is
YET TO BE DONE before Christ returns!

Laborers TOGETHER Wth God

A "Co-Worker"” with Christ is one who is helping Christ to do
the Work of God. Christ works through human instrunments because
it is good for our own spiritual growth and devel opnent.

1. Does Paul say we are LABORERS WTH God? | Cor. 3:9. Does
t he degree of our reward depend on our |abor? Verse 8. Should all

Christians be "fell owhel pers” to the truth? 111 John 8.
2. Whose nanes are witten in the book of life -- those who
are "fellow aborers” in spreading the gospel? Phil. 4:3. Also see

Il Cor. 5:9 and Il Cor. 6:1.

COMMENT: No human multim |l lionaire sponsors this Wrk of
God. Only an inner circle of VOLUNTARY Co-Wrkers is ever told
about its financial needs and the details of its growh. They are
the ones Christ is USINGto get H's gospel to the world as a
wi tness before the end cones!

God' s Chal | enge!

God uses the tenth He clainms for Honself for proclaimng to
the world H s gospel of PEACE, PROSPERITY, joy, happiness and
eternal life.

For LACK of this know edge, the world has been under a
CURSE. You few to whom God's TRUTH HAS BEEN REVEALED are in the
position of a man who has found a great "treasure hid in a field
ACCOUNTABLE for what you do about it! For to whom MJUCH is given,
of him MJCH I S REQUI RED (Luke 12:48).

The average American Protestant in 1965 contributed to his
church less than the price of a pack of cigarettes a day. Over a
peri od of 25 years, contributions to all churches and religi ous
activities in the United States totalled only about ONE PERCENT
of incone!l W can clearly see fromour studies that TH S RATE I S
only ONE TENTH of the tenth commanded by God!

Wy are we telling you this? Not for our sakes, but for
YOURS! W say with the Apostle Paul, in all sincerity, "Not
because | (or we) desire a gift: but I (we) desire fruit that may
abound TO YOUR ACCOUNT" (Phil. 4:17). W "seek not yours, but YCQU

W have expounded the great fundanental financial |aw of God
because you needed to know it. Now you need to OBEY it -- for
your OMN good.

THINK! You are our witnesses that in all the years you have
received this Course, THE PLAIN TRUTH magazi ne and all our ot her
literature, we have NEVER ONCE required of you a price. You can
| ook back through all your Correspondence Course | essons -- a
stack of solid spiritual steak two and one-half inches thick --
plus a stack of PLAIN TRUTHS anywhere up to a foot or nore thick
-- besides other literature -- and you can nultiply that by
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SCORES OF THOUSANDS of Correspondence Course students and

M LLI ONS of subscribers to THE PLAIN TRUTH, and you know that it
has cost this Wrk of God a TREMENDOUS AMOUNT of noney for
research and witing, for printing and for postage!

Many tinmes THE PLAIN TRUTH and Correspondence Course have
been late for lack of proper facilities, personnel and the noney
to buy paper and postage. Yet never once have we demanded of you
one cent. We're not doing it now, and we NEVER WLL!

But we ARE throwi ng before you the chall enge of God Al m ghty
to PROVE H's tithing law. PROVE He will bless you, by paying God
that which you ONE Hml See if He won't POUR OUT a RI CH BLESSI NG
as He has prom sed!

Jesus Christ said, "If ye know these things, happy are ye IF
YE DO THEM' (John 13:17). And the same Christ inspired James to
wite: "But be ye DOERS of the word, and not hearers only,
decei ving your own selves ... but a DCER of the work, this man
shal |l be BLESSED in his deed" (James 1:22, 25).

If you have been doing God's Wrk, if you HAVE gotten behi nd
Christ's end-time Conm ssion, supporting it with your tithes and
of ferings, you will be blessed beyond neasure! But if sone of you
are still laboring under a CURSE and are NOT bei ng bl essed, you
had better think over seriously what you have | earned in your
Bi bl e through this | esson.

PHOTO CAPTI ON:  TEAM EFFORT -- The conbi ned efforts of thousands
of Co-Wirkers have made possi bl e the spectacul ar growth and

wor | dwi de i npact of the World Tonorrow radi o and tel evision
broadcasts. Left: M. Garner Ted Arnstrong conducts a tel evision
interviewin the ultra-nodern tel evision studi os at Anbassador
Col | ege, Pasadena. Right: Anbassador Coll ege publications reach
into nearly every country on earth!

For every curse there is a CAUSE!

There is a CAUSE for every EFFECT!

VWhat about you? Are you being bl essed? Are you faithfully
payi ng God's TITHE -- which is your commanded DUTY? Are you
faithfully supporting H's end-tine Work with your tithes AND
of feri ngs?

VWhere do you stand with God -- right NOW-- TODAY?

VWhere |I's Your Heart?

Jesus said, "Where your treasure is, there will your heart
be al so" (Matt. 6:21). Do you grasp what this great spiritual
truth really nmeans?

There is one vital thing M. Herbert Arnmstrong has noticed
during his ministry in God' s Church. It has been an absol ute fact
that the ONLY people who are growi ng and devel opi ng spiritually,
"growi ng in grace and knowl edge" toward God's Kingdom are those
who really have their HEARTS IN THE WORK OF GOD -- who have been
FAI THFULLY paying God's tithes and giving generous offerings!

In every case, those who started out the Christian life, but
NEGLECTED to tithe and give regul ar offerings, have gone BACKWARD
spiritually and drifted further and further from CGod!

VWhat about you? Are YOU really OBEYING all of God's
Commandnents? Or are you just reading these | essons, letting
God's precious truth go IN one eye and QUT the other? Are you
merely a spiritual "sponge" absorbing all this know edge, but
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doi ng NOTHI NG about it?

Two paths -- and only two -- are open before you. One is the
path of OBEDIENCE to God -- the path leading to eternal life.

The other path is that of DI SOBEDI ENCE -- of selfishly
robbing God (Mal. 3:8). It doesn't pay. It leads ultimately to
CGehenna, unless one repents. It results in ETERNAL DEATH

The stakes are enornmous! W have nade the truth as PLAIN as
we can. These are the alternatives CGod sets before us all. And He
commands us to "CHOOSE'! (Deut. 30:19.)

May God hel p you make the RI GHT choice so you can be
wonderful ly bl essed here and now, and ultinmately receive eterna
life and a HGH reward in H s Kingdom when Christ returns.

TEST YOUR MEMORY

This quiz is designed to help you remenber sone of the
i nportant facts you learned in the lesson. Just circle or
underline each correct answer. After you've finished, check your
choices with the correct answers on page 15 {below} and rate
yoursel f.

1. Tax rates today are

| ower than ever.

ri sing higher and higher!
no cause for alarm
conpletely fair.

O0wW>

2. The inconme tax principle
A isinreality unconstitutional in the US.
B: is the sane principle the property tax is based on
C. is Biblical
D: has not been applied unfairly by this world's
gover nnent s.

3. Defense and war expenditures
A: require the greatest anmount of tax noney.
B: are unavoi dabl e.
C. are a minor cause of inflation
D: are a good investnent.

4. War and war-rel ated expenses of the U S take
A: about 1% of its Goss National Product (G\P)
B: only about 3%
C. about 10%
D. at |east 40%

5. Was the law of tithing known anciently?
A: Only the Hebrews knew it.
B: Just by Judah
C. Egypt, Babylon, G eece, Rone, and other nations knew of

D: Only the nations of Israel knew of tithing.

6. Jacob

A: never tithed.

B: didn't learn about tithing fromhis father

C. wasn't held accountable for tithing since he never
| ear ned about it.

D: chose to conme under God's governnment and faithfully pay
its "tax."
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7. Mel chi zedek conmmanded the Levites to take tithes
A: as wages for their service to the other tribes of Israel
B: just as a religious custom
C. so they wouldn't have to work.
D: because there was not enough land to give themfor an
i nheritance.

8. Excessive taxation in Israel began with

A: the Judges.

B: the nultiplication of Levites.

C. the institution of human nonarchical rule in place of
God.

D: the invasions of foreigners.

9. "Self-interest"” -- lust and greed -- causes
A: nations to enjoy econom c prosperity.
B: people to tithe.
C. peace between nations.
D: people to "forget” God's tithe.

10. "Robb|ng God"

is just a religious catch-phrase.

i s what nobst people are doing today.

incurs no real penalty now or in the future.
does not break any of the Ten Commandnents.
11. is not GULTY of "robbing God"?

The Centil es.

Most Jews today.

Most Protestants.

Those few who faithfully pay God H s tithes and give
offerlngs

oow>§ Dow®

12. Which of the follow ng brings true prosperity?

A: Gving God offerings instead of paying HmH s tithe.
B: "Tithing" one to seven or eight percent of your increase.
C. Paying God His full tithe.
D: Hard work and effort only.
13. Al wealth comes
A: solely fromlabor.
B: ultimately out of the ground.
C. by taking it fromothers.
D: by saving for yourself whatever comes to hand.

14. VWhich is true?
A: Christ endorsed tithing.
B: W shouldn't begin tithing until conpletely out of debt.
C. Tithing was done away at Christ's death.
D: The Apostle Paul condemed tithing.

15. Paul
A: had no need for tithe noney.
B: needed the tithes of all Christians.
C. clained no authority to take tithes.
D told Tinothy to take tithes for his own support.

16. What is God's challenge regarding the tithe?
A: That we should pay H m whatever we can.
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B: He doesn't say.
C It certainly wasn't made clear in this | esson
D: To "prove" Hi s prom se of blessings by TITH NG

17. The tither

A is blessed if he tithes with a positive attitude.

B: is blessed only because he nmust handl e his noney nore
careful ly.

C. does not exercise and build faith by tithing.

D: will prosper even though he KNON NGY di sobeys God in
ot her ways.

18. Tithes of someone sel f-enployed are figured

A: always on total gross incone.

B: on adjusted gross incone.

C. on net profit during each two-year period.

D: according to the desires of each individual, depending on
what he can afford

19. Freewill offerings should be

A: given cheerfully and generously, as one is able.

B: given only if you have sone spare nmoney |left out of your
paycheck.

C. given occasionally, when one feels "inspired.”

D: given, but never to the point of sacrifice.

20. Faithful Co-Wrkers with Chri st

A: are not necessarily "fell owl aborers” together with Hm

B: don't have their hearts in God' s Wrk

C will be blessed greatly by God for their part in Hs Wrk
if they continue faithful

D: are not qualifying for high positions in God' s Ki ngdom

Answers to Qui z:

1-B 5-C 9-D 13-B 17-A
2-C 6-D 10-B 14-A 18-B
3-A 7-A 11-D 15-D 19-A
4-C 8-C 12-C 16-D 20-C
Rat e Yoursel f:
19-20 correct .......... . ... .. ..., excel | ent
16-18 correct ............. . .. ..., good

13-15 correct ......... . . . ... .. ... fair



